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PICTU 


Jack Benny Divorcing Grape Nuts 
For Pall and $3,900,000 Deal? 


Jack Benny will sever connections 
with General Foods at the end of 
his current Grape Nuts series, June 
11, to resume, after a summer layoff, 
for a new sponsor at a reported 
$25,000 weekly paycheck. His agent, 
Arthur S, Lyons, is said to be hold- 
ing out for a straight three-year deal 
with Pall Mall cigarets, and Camp- 
bell’s soup is understood to be bid- 
ding for the show and the valuable 
Sunday night 7 p.m. half-hour on 
NBC which is the exclusive prop- 
erty of the comedian. 

Divorce, confirmed by Young & 
Rubicam, agency handling General 
Foods account, will end one of long- 
est and most successful artist-spon- 
sor combos in radio history. Benny’s 
G. F. stints for Jello and the break- 
fast food date back to 1934, which 
embraces all but the first three years 
of his network career. 

No explanation for 


the crackup 


has been made, with Y & R terming | 


it a “friendly disassociation” allow- 
(Continued on page 23) 


How to Spend 2006 
Without Having A 


Cent in Your Jeans 


London, Feb. 22. 
While inflation is restricted, the 
tax structure here fs such that a 
handful of top executives—managing 
directors of amusement industries, 
and others—prefer to draw practi- 
cally no salary, providing their com- 


panies pay living and entertainment | 


expenses. This has resulted in some 
execs, for instance, living at the rate 
of 40,000 to 50,000 pounds ($160,000- 
$200,000, approximately) per annum, 
although charged as “entertain- 
ment.” 

Result is that this limited luxury 
group thinks nothing of paying six 
to 10 pounds (about $4 to the pound) 
for any ordinary French or German 
still wine, which is certainly an in- 
flationary figure, excepting that these 
deluxe items are obtainable only to 
“resident guests’ of certain 
which in turn forces the execs 
do all their entertaining at one or 
another specific hostelry. If attempt- 
ing to dine out they just couldn't be- 
Cause not having the wherewithal. 


Major Nets May Do 
Own Discing After War 


Postwar and post-Petrillo will 
probably see the major networks en- 
8aging in their own recordings. It 
is known that the Blue has such 
Plans, although NBC and CBS al- 
ready have alliances with the Victor 
and Columbia wax works, WOR- 
Mutual is another similarly reported 
intent on doing its own recording. 

The radio thus would simulate the 
film companies, which have similar 
Plans. Jack Robbins’ Lion Record 
Co. is a Metro-Robbins Music af- 
filiate and Warner Bros. already has 
a stake in Decca. 


a 


New Candidate 
Hollywood, Feb. 20, 
Editor, “Variety”: 

My Alice (Mrs. Scully) says 
that if everybody is going to be 
in “Mister Broadway,” Warners 
can get her under exactly the 


same .terms as when she first 
met Sime. 
Alice was then playing her 


seventh big month. She's in her 
sixth now. But Warners gotta 
hurry. 

Frank Scully. 


Lifts 


Controversy Ban 


In a move which will probably set 
a precedent for all independent radio 
stations, WMCA, N. Y., announced 
the adoption of a policy permitting 
the sale of time for controversial dis- 
cussion. This “freedom of listening” 
policy is predicated on the statement 
made by James L. Fly last year that 
there is no danger in allowing all 
responsible groups in a democracy to 


|be heard and any sign of approval 


from Fly will undoubtedly cue sim- 
ilar statements from other indepen- 
dent stations. The policy as set up 
by the New York indie is designed 
to safeguard this “freedom” and is 
a departure from the NAB code 
which arbitrarily prohibits the sale 
of all time for controversial dis- 
cussion, 


hotels, | 


to 


In practice the new code opens 
the doors of commercial radio to 
| unions and other self-interest groups 
| while attempting to protect the pub- 
lic against “one-sided answers to 
two-sided questions.” 

As set up by the station’s prexy, 
Nathan Straus, the policy calls for 
of radio time for a program 


sale 


(Continued on page 18) 


Reported that a number of mid- 
eons N. Y. bars may lose their li- 
censes, renewable on March 1, an 
| aftermath of a police drive against 
| prostitution. Known that proprietors 
| of several spots in the Times Square 
jarea are ordered to explain why they 
|permit teen-aged girls to mingle 
with men, some in uniform. Police 
report a new high in girls who have 
run away from their home towns. 

Some bartenders were arrested 
after being caught introducing girls 
to men. Understood that in several 
cases detectives in the garb of mer- 


arrests promptly following. 


| plans to ship full-size 


“MIDTOWN N.Y. BARS MAY 
BE JAMMED ON ‘MIXING’ 


| 


chant mariners have propositioned | Dark” at the Paramount; “Berna- 
the barkeeps for feminine compan- _dette” at the Rivoli; “Purple Heart” 
ionship and were “accommodated,” | at the Roxy; “In Our Time” (Strand) 


PAPAS MAD 


DOWN 


Talent Heads of Agencies 
Alarmed Over Bans by 
Two Studios—One 
stricts Use of Films for 
Broadcasting, the Other 
Clamps Down on Appear- 
ance of Stars in Pictures 
of Competing Companies 


DISCOUNT EXHIB ANGLE 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Agency talent heads who do the 
booking for thgir glamor shows are 
yelping at two new orders handed 
down from studio front offices which, 
they insist, will kill off radio guest 
shots unless a halt is called some- 
where along the line. Reason for the 
sudden alarm is the issuance of the 
following pronunciamentos by two 
different major film studios: 

No picture that hasn’t been in re- 
lease for one year will be made 
available for broadcast. 

No star will be allowed to appear 


(Continued on page 18) 


Draft Bds. Nix 


Overseas Tours 


Three name bandleaders’§ and} 
comedian Danny Kaye were forced 
last week to cancel overseas trips, 
for entertainment of American serv-| 
icemen, because of refusal by draft! 


boards to grant permission. The 
cancellations, under auspices of 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., have re-| 


sulted in the latter abandoning all 
bands over-! 


seas. 
The orchs forced to cancel the| 
tour are those of Abe Lyman, Jimmy | 
Dorsey and Benny Goodman 
Lyman’s problem brought’ the 
band situation to a head. He and| 
| most of his men have been ready | 


(Continued on page 14) 
° 
Ace Films on B’way 
Stay On Into Lent 
Lent begins today (Wednesday), 
with Easter earlier than in most 
years, being April 9. The period has 
had a gradual diminishing effect on 
grosses, not only in N. Y. but na- 
tionally. 
Result is that theatres are not as 
reluctant to set bookings during Lent 
as in past years. Among leading 


pictures on Broadway that run into 
the wenten season are “Lady in 


Re- 


Theatres, Niteries, Etc., Get Respite 


Under FDR's Veto New 


Revenue Bill 


> 


Truckin’ Into Truk 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

Puzzler was switcheroo Sat- 
urday (19) on the weekly pro- 
gram from Tokyo to Thailand. 
Usual broadcast is a pro-Nip pep 
talk. 

This time Japs fed the Siamese 
Kay Kyser recordings plus one 
other, “I Want My Mama.” 

Pacific Coast listening post 
queried Washington whether the 
truckin’ tunes might have some 
connection with the Truk attack. 


ODT Eases Fla. 


Rail Restrictions 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

Disclosure that thousands of win- 
ter vacationists in Florida were 
stranded with no way to go home 
has resulted in the ODT ordering 
several all-coach trains to get some 
of them out. Trouble has been due 
to a shortage of equipment because 
of heavy Army demands. 

Situation is particularly bad in 
Miami and Palm Beach, where hun- 
dreds have refused to give up their 
rooms at hotels at the end of their 
scheduled stays. This has caused a 
bottleneck, with newcomers to the 
resorts unable to get possession of 
the accommodations for which they 
have had reservations. Traffic at this 
season of the year is much heavier 
northbound than southbound, but 
ODT rules have prevented the rail- 
roads from sending empty trains 
south to bring home the tourists. ' 

The two main railroads serving 
Florida approached ODT recently, 
asking permission to send special all- 
Pullman trains south but were 

(Continued on page 10) 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

President Roosevelt's veto of the 
new revenue bill dooms, for the time 
being, the proposed increases in 
nitery and theatre levies and ap- 
parently carries over the existing 
tariffs for at least the remainder of 
1944. 

With bill defeated, the admission 
tax will remain at le on each 10c of 
admission or fraction thereof, in- 
stead of the proposed boost to Ic tax 
on each 5c of admission or major 
fraction. Nitery bite also will stay 
at 5% of tab, instead of climbing to 
stiff 30° called for in the bill. 

While show biz will benefit by this 
break, it joins other industries in 
getting hit on another front. The 
tax bill included a section to keep 
the social security tax at 1% for 
both employers and employees. With 
this clause dead, the tax automati« 
cally doubles on March 1. In addi- 
tion to the nick involved, there is 
also the problem of readying a new 
bookkeeping procedure, 

Congressional leaders announced 


(Continued on page 38) 


Old British, U. S. Films 
Shown on Black Mkt. In 
Paris; Ditto Cigs, Swing 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

Old British and American films are 
being screened in a Parisian “black 
market” theatre, with spectators pay- 
ing from 250 to 500 frances to get in, 
the Swiss newspaper, L’Illustre, re- 
ports. 

Pix being shown are oldies. Article 
continues as follows: 

“In the same Paris district there 
are several clandestine dancehalls 
j}and illegal bars where admittance 
be obtained unless pass- 
| word is given, There the patron finds 
genuine gin, whisky and American 
cigarets. American swing music is 
| played exclusively.” 


and “Jane Eyre,” at the Music Hall. 


“FOR TELEVISION 


All-Girl Orchestra 
and Choir 


Conducted by 


Phil Spitalny 


|MUSIC| 
| 
=. —7 The Hour 
Charm 


2 MISCELLANY 


Wednesday, February 23, 1914 


Jukes Get Naughty 


H'wood Fears Wrath of Bluenoses 


Hollywood, Feb, 22. 


Film industry has turned a glare 


ot righteous wrath on the little juke- | Perc Westmore May Make 
- You Beautiful in 15 Mins. | 


box which has infiltrated into the 
pastoral precincts of Hollywood, | 
particularly into the terrain known | 
zs Servicemen’s Row, a short stretch 
of boulevard adjacent to the USO 
Dormitory and the Hollywood 
Canteen. Not only in this vicinity 
but spots about town nickel- | 
snatching joints where soldiers and 
sailors on furlough are invited to | 
peep at entertainment which would 
cause the Will Hays office to blush. 
Mingled with the righteousness of 
the motion picture producers and 
operators, who deny all responsibil- 
ity for the jukes, is a fear of censor- 
ship which may result from adver- 
tisements of slot machine pictures 
as “Hollywood Peep Shows” and 
other titles which may cause an im- 
pression that the scenes therein are 
the product of the film industry. 
New device, widely advertised in 
coin-machine trade circles, is a con- 
version of the panoram automatic 
movie boxes which were marketed 
by the Mills Novelty Co. a few years 
ago and faded out when the war 
started. These machines, originally 
equipped with projectors, have been 
converted into peep shows for in- 
(Continued on page 18) 


The Voice Speaks, 
The Squeals Stop 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

There'll be no more whinneying 
at Frank Sinatra’s vitamin broad- 
casts on Wednesday nights and judg- 
ing from the first sample last week, 
The Voice has finally subdued the 
bobby-soxers. It took a firm hand 
and a threat of turning out the audi- | 
ence to stifle the emotional outbursts | 
of the adolescents at the first sign | 
of his cooing trick. 


At last Wednesday's broadcast, | 
Sinatra walked up on the stage} 


apron of CBS Playhouse, raised an | 
admonishing hand and told the kids, 
in sO many words, that unless they 
pipe down until his number is fin- 
ished there would be no more broad- 


casts for them. Then he put it to 
them cold, “Will you do that for | 
me?” They promised and kept their 


word. He'll repeat the process for | 
several weeks until the youngsters | 
| 


get it into their noggins that their 
idol is dead serious. 


CANTOR TO GIFT MODEL — 
SOLDIER WITH $5,000 


Feh 

Search for “GI Joe,’ ’typical Amer- 
ican soldier, will be started this week 
by Eddie Cantor on his radio pro- 
gram. Sum of $5,000 will be placed 
in a trust fund for the winner by 
Cantor, who will make it available 
to the most representative soldier 
after the 

Cantor will give full details of his 
soldier hunt on “Time to Smile” 
program March 1. Meanwhile, he 
will visit other airshows to get the 
aid of Joan Davis, Jack Benny and 
“Fibber and Molly” in his quest of 
the model doughboy. 


Hellinger Offers March 
Will Rogers’ Role for WB 


Warner Bros.’ Mark 
offering Fredric March the Will 
Rogers role in a film about the late 
comedian, but the actor is doubtful 
about doing the part. March, mean- 
time, will finally have his biographi- 
eal “Mark Twain” released within 
the next.couple of weeks, although 
it’s been in the can for some time. 

The star may sojourn at his New 
Milford, Conn., farm until summer, 
when he will do a picture. 
probably back to Broadway in the 
fil] for a new play. 


He waad 


war. 


Ameche’s Italo Post 


Don Ameche has been appointed a 
member of the temporary Board of 
Trustees for American Relief to 
Italy. 


Others on the board are Arturd: 


Toscanini, Myron Taylor, Dr. An- 
gelo Patri and Major General John 
H. Hilldring. 


| Tips of the Air.” 


DEARTH OF MALE LEADS 


Hellingey 


Then | 


VARIETY 


With Peep Shows; 


Perc Westmore, who with several 
brothers is beauty consultant to 
Hollywood film studios, is consider- 
ing sponsorship by his House of 
Westmore of a 15-minute, thrice- 
weekly radio show titled “Beauty 


film # 
88th WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


BURNS AND ALLEN 
“George thinks ‘Blackouts’ is 
colossal, but he’s always so €on- 


servative.” 
GRACIE. 


le'd do the spieling, with 


stars as guests. 


Irving Berlin in D. C. 
For War Dept. Huddles; 
Back in U.S. for Month 


Irving Berlin left for Washington 
with Mrs, Berlin yesterday (Tues.) 


to huddle with War Dept. officials 


following his tour with “This Is the 

Army” in England and North Ire- New Draft Push 

land. The showman is slated to re- | 

join the Army soldier show next T ( D | 
H’wood Staffs 


month, the boys having meantime 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


shifted to that theatre of warfare, 
but no itinerary will be set until 
Film studios are preparing for 
heavy military drafts on personnel, 


Berlin rejoins them. 
The songsmith got back from a 
with blanket deferments a thing of 
the past. Under the new regulations 


long stay abroad—he’s been away 

since October—over the weekend, 
no employee can be deferred unless 
the studio proves that he is a key 


this being a respite for the pro- 

tracted tour. Berlin is fit, despite 
man who cannot be replaced or 
whose induction would disrupt a 


having lost 10 pounds. 
The showman has some pertinent 
technical or engineering: department. 
Actors, writers, directors and pro- 


ideas on overseas’ entertainment 
which he is not free to discuss until 
an OK from D. C. 
duction execs of draft age will be 
; called in their regular order. When 
Wartime shortage of male leads is| actors are actually working in a 
delaying production on three Metro picture their calls may be postponed 
features, all of which were slated to | until the completion of the film, but 
start more than a week ago. jno longer. Studios are compiling ad- 
Three femmes awaiting handsome | ditional lists of employees from 38 
heroes are Greer Garson in “Mrs. | to 45, who might be called for limit- 
Parkington,” Ann Sothern in “Maisie | ed service in this country or abroad 
Goes to Reno” and Susan Peters in | to release younger men for combat 
“The Outward Room.” duty. 


New York Runaround 


By Radie Harris 


HOBBLES THREE M-G PIX 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


Buddy de Sylva wired Fred Allen a $140.000 offer to star in a Para 
picture, which he thumbed down...Wilbur Evans is trying to hypo Mike 
Todd's interest in a musical version of “The Firebrand,” with Cole Porter 
putting Cellini to song...Jacques Deval, who has been absent from the 
local scene since “Tovarich,” has just completed a new drama with the 
John van Druten format—three characters and one set, which Gilbert 
Miller will produce as soon as he can find a 25-year-old heroine who is 
not only beautiful, but plenty forte on the histrionie side ..add arrivals: 
| Consiance widdre and Johnny Maschio at the St. Regis...Hal Wallis at the 
Waldorf...Leland Heyward at the Pierre... June Knight at the Salisbury 

..Gene Kelly at the Algonquin... Joan MacCracken, the “oh what a beau- 
tiful eyefull” of “Oklahoma,” leaves the cast this week to become a “fair 
and Warner” star at Burbank...John Moses and Ralph Bellamy are hop- 
| Ing that Leonora Corbett will walk into their “Pretty Little Parlor”. 
Boris Aronson will decor the sets and Anthony Tudor will stage the 
ballets for A. P. Waxman’s musical “Rain”’...Sir Cedric Hardwicke and 
his Lady (Helena Pickard) are returning to England next month for the 
duration. ,.after a closeup of the “Spars” stationed at Palm Beach, it is 
Vernon Duke’s suggestion that this swanky southern resort be renamed 
“Sparadise!” 


| 
| 


The Lit’ry Set 


Maury Paul, who created the terms “Cafe Society” and “Glamour Girl,” 
| was a fabulous character of an era that is no more. Eve Brown, his 
| assistant for 20 years and current heiress to his nom-de-plume, “Cholly 
Knickerbocker,” is new penning his biography. 

| Grace Moore's autobiog, “You're Orly Human Once” (Doubleday- 
Doran”), which hits the book stalls next month and is a frank and humor- 
ous self-portrait, has Hollywood bidding from the galleys. 

Mare Connelly, who has confined his writing efforts to the drama and a 
few humorous articles for mags and dailies, is blossoming out with a fiction 
piece fer Cosmo. And for the same mag, Louis Bromfield, whose fertile 
pen keeps his Ohio farm well fertilized, has just completed a serial en- 
titled, “True Leve.” 


Scooping Around 

If John Golden can adjust himself to Elizabeth Patterson's salary, 
she'll be featured with Harry Carey in “Out Of This World”...if the 
next book show of Dorothy and Herb Fields takes place in a sickroom, 
it’s because they’re imbibing plenty of authentic atmosphere. ..Dorothy 
is bedded with a bad case of fiu at her West 57th street apartment and 
Herb is at Doctors Hospital, recuperating from an emergency appen- 
dectomy...Producer Constance Bennett was guest of honor at a cock- 
tail party in the Palm Room of the Waldorf...do those daily singing 
lessons with coach Ruby Ward mean that Libby Holman is preparing 
a return to the musical footlights?  ~ 


Memo to Sol Baiano: if Buffie Chapman, 17-year-old offspring of Buff 
Cobb and Frank Chapman, doesn’t turn up for a Warner test, it’s because 
| She turned up at the altar last week instead....the Gilbert Millers’ cock- 
tail party, honoring the Rene Clairs, Lewis Milestones and Mrs. Basil 
| Rathbone, lasted from 5 p.m to 1 a.m., with the guests eating everything 
but the Jules Bache collection! 


+++ 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK : 


If you ever get to the middle of “Variety” (personally I skip ri 
page one to the Obits to see if I died last week), you'll run int¢ 
fangled feature called Radio, or something. 
your progress barricaded by somebody signing himself Sid, who bo 


around on a lot of 10-point type. 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
ght from 


> a new. 
Now and then you'll have 


unces 


Recently this Sid has been trying to drive somebody named Lippmann 


into show biz via the radio thing. 


word-wrangler who rustled for the “New Republic” when we were y 
If he is, it’s going to be hard for radio to hear him, and I’ 
he’s right when he says he fears his voice is not the proper timbe 


young. 


radio, 
Personally, I never heard it. 


And Lippmann must be the same 


ery 
mM sure 
for 


I've read thousands of Lippmann’s Cul. 


tured paragraphs, but his voice remains a secret. 


Not that I haven't tried. 


A gang of us undergraduates from N. Miracy. 


lous Butler’s Columbia U, discovered Lippmann as far back as °J5. M 


Lincoln Schuster (no connection 


with “Abe Lincoln's 


Story”), Elliott 


Sanger, manager of station WQXR, George Ephraim Sokolsky (What has 


Sok got that Lippmann hasn't got? 


A voice. You have two dollars, would 


you like to try for four’), Merryle Stanley Ruekeyser, Morrie Ryskind, 
Howard Dietz, the late Lorenz Hart, and a few others were part of a 
young brain fraternity that wined and dined any arrived-brain like Lipp- 


mann every week. 


What Kids Will Do 


We picked out a new eatery each 


time, and we picked up the check, 


When kids from a school of journalism pick up a check you already have 
a new deal. That was in 1915, remember, which was 20 years before you 


guys ever heard of even Columbia. 


We took this tight-lipped Lippmann to a class jernt called, I think, The 


Cave, on Eighth avenue. 
mann. 


It was a gay, convivial party. 
But we couldn’t make out why all the brilliant dialog had to 


Except for Lipp- 


come from us, until one of us spotted the difficulty on the way home. 
The guy was in deadly fear we were going to buttonhole him for a job 


on the then “New Republic.” 


Nothing was further from our bright young minds. 
age we didn’t even know people promoted for jobs. 


graduated into them. 
Anyway, the affair was the worst 


At that starry-eyed 
We thought you 


flop in a season of smash successes, 


And if that guy goes on the air | tune out. 
I don’t want to have to write him a fan letter and have it returned, un- 
opened, with the remark, “Mr. Lippmann is not casting at present.” 


A Guy Named Joe 


Someone I'd much rather hear on 


the air, or off, is a guy named Joe, 


I've been reading his private letters from the Aleutians, the South Pacific, 


India, China, Africa, Italy. 


He has practically been out of show business since this war started, 
because he’s been entertaining our kids (to him even battle-scarred vet- 


erans are “homesick kids”) all over 


the world. He has hopped 150,000 


miles and has entertained with his big mouth on every front—the only 
trouper from Hollywood, Broadway, or this new fangled radio, to do this, 
The old vaude Madonna who collapsed on learning she had brought an 


acrobat into the world, can be proud now. 
House Feb. 18. That was this same Joseph Evan Brown. 


Her son dined at the White 
The gold-starred 


mother of his dwindling brood, who dined with him, was Kathryn McGraw 


Brown. 


Joe L., a lieutenant, is in there fighting.) 


(One, Don, a pilot and a captain, has already been killed, and 


Starting with the Five Marvelous Ashtons in 1901, at nine years of age, 


and working up to the White House 
happen in America. It has happened 


by 1944, is a nip-up that could only 
to Master Joe, the Boy Wonder. 


The eternal undergraduate, he took an extension course at U C.L.A. to 
get into his son Don's fraternity, and he has entertained in this war far 


above the call of duty ever since. 


General MacArthur gave up his bed to this G. I. Joe for having done 
as many as six shows a day, and played to as many as 16,000 troops and 


as few as two in a hospital (same show). 


Admiral Halsey, Lord Mounts 


batten, exiled kings, and his own President have hailed him as Public 


Morale Builder No. 1. 


If the Academicians really wanted to do themselves proud this year, 
they’d pitch all these Hollywood nominations into the Pacific and give 
the Oscar for the best acting of the year to G. I. Joe. 


Okay, you take Lippmann. 


I'll take G. I. Joe, who only a year ago got 


a Crossley rating in Kodiak, Alaska, of 100! 


Even F. D. R. can't top that. 


Comics Stand Up 
Through the years two comics have given Hollywood its blackes 
eyes, but comedians in the mass make pretty good family men. 


{ black 
This Joe 


Brown has the same wiie he started out with 27 years ago alia tie) ve eV 


four fine kids, which gives him a top 
In fact, Fibber and Molly, 


and Hoffa, the Lou Costellos, the Sinatras and the Groaner himse 
out a pretty good case for decency in the comedic strain. 


That the breed goes berserko now 


all their pretentions to the contrary, they are merely human, 


Burns and Allen, Benny and Livingston, 


‘rosby rating. 
Allen 


lf make 


and then is merely proof that, for 
Life mixes 


them up and they go down under its treacherous allure, - 
Joe E. Brown met an old man in India who was even more mixe¢ up 


than the comics. 


He promoted Joe for sume “dashe” (dough) and then wanted his picture 


taken with Joe when he learned Brown was a comedian, too. ' 
Joe, through an interpreter ‘probably Willie Howard) asked 


geezer what his name was. 
“Garbo,” was the reply. 


$400,000 AGENT'S SUIT 
AGAINST DICK HAYMES 


Suit for $400,000 has been filed | 
against Dick Haymes by George Bul- | 
lets Durgom, now in the Army, for | 
alleged breach of contract. } 

Complaint charges that Durgom 
holds a five-year managerial contract 
with crooner, entitling him to 20% 
of Haymes’ earnings from pictures, 
radio, recordings and stage appear- 
ances. On basis of amount sought, 
Haymes would have to earn $2,000,- 
000 during the next five years. 

Moot points to be decided when | 
case comes to trial are whether, if | 
Durgom was discharged by Haymes 
prior to former’s entry into the 
Army, is he entitled to bring ac- 
tion also, determination of the va- 
lidity of managerial pact when agent 
is in the armed forces and unable to 
render personal services to client. 


with Haymes last April calling for | 


20% of singer’s annual earnings ex- 
ceeding $15,000. 


he old 


| Korda Due Over Soon 


Sir Alexander Korda is planning 


to leave England for the U. Ss. in 
about a month. a 
He’s scheduled to huddle 2 
scnea 


Metro toppers on production 
ules in England, 


Phil Baker’s Pix Deal 


Phil Baker, the “$64 question kid,” 
shifis his radio program to Hollye 


' wood after this Sunday’s (27) broad- 
' cast. 


Baker has a 20th-Fox film coms 
mitment and is also working out & 
new picture deal. 


LAMBERTI’S PIC PACT 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Prof. Lamberti, comedy xylophon- 


‘ist, has inked a contract with Co- 


lumbia. He’ll be billed as Basil Lam-_ 
Durgom claims he signed contract | berti. 


Lamberti will handle comedy 


| roles, initial assigenments being “To- 
night and Every Night.” 
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Rank’s US. Plans 
Hinge on Nucleus 


Of British Films 


Rate of progress of J. Arthur 
Rank’s new distribution organiza- 
tion in the United States will de- 
pend to a large extent on the speed 
and extent that he cashes in on 
British negatives which are sched- 
uled for release in America. Rank 
is planning to come to the U. S. in 
April to look over the situation | 
personally, 


There is, it is understood, some | 
problem of getting sufficient coin 


out of England to start an elaborate 
distvibution-production organization 
(Continued on page 23) 


Quite Some Double-Talk 
Seen in Mary Pickford’s 
Chill on ‘Jr. Miss’ Deal 


Conflicting reasons are reported 
concerning the abrupt termination 
of Mary Pickford’s negotiations for 
the screen rights to ‘Junior Miss, 
with impression prevailing — that 
final realization of the high cost of 
producing the piece chilled the deal. | 
Understood, however, that the 
“onerous” provisions demanded by 
the owners of the legit property 
also had something to do with call- 
ing off the deal. 

From accounts, Miss Pickford was | 
asked to give assurance that she 
would not dispose of any of her | 
assets without the okay of the prin- | 
cipals involved in the “Junior Miss” | 
transaction until such time as the 
entire project, including payment, } 
had been completed. 

From other sources it is reported | 
that the owners of “Junior Miss” 
plan to produce the film version 
themselves, setting up a_ separate} 
company, a la 
that purpose and then selling the! 
completed negative to a distributor. 

It is understood that 20th-Fox has | 
also been figuring in the “Junior | 
Miss” bidding, since Miss Pickforad’s | 
offer was known to be withdrawn, | 
whether on a straight purchase or | 
merely for release not being re- 
vealed. 

Miss Pickford last 
nounced that she had 
her offer for the play because she | 
found “the restrictions inherent in 
the proposed contract so onerous as 
to make the deal impossible.” She | 
reportedly offered $355,000, plus a 
percentage of net proiits, when in- | 
itiating negotiations last summer. | 

| 


week an- 
withdrawn 


VICTORIA ON B’WAY 
AS UA SHOWCASE 


United Artists has taken over the 
Victoria theatre, New York, as a 
showcase for its product. Victoria, 
recently used for Russian films, 
formerly the Gaiety. burlesque the- 
atre. 

“Voice in the Wind” (PRC orvixi- 
nally) is the first UA release slated 
to go into the Victoria, scheduled to 
Open March 2 for a run. 


was 


Iron Out Pension Plans 


Loew's annual stockholders meet- 
ing, scheduled to be held March 30. 
has been postponed indefinitely. I 


is unlikely to be held before the lat- 
ter part of April or May. 
Understood that postponement is 
due to additional time needed to 
complete details of the Loew 


plan. 


pension 


Skouras in London 


London, Feb. 22. 

Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy. 
arrived in London safely early this 
week. 

20th-Fox is nolding a 
for Skouras today (Wed.). 

Larry Kent. his executive 
tant, is expected there shortly. 

David Rose. Paramount managing 
director in England, arrived also 


reception 


asslSe 


about the same time as Skouras | 


| in five years, after surveying the film 


“Kiss and Tell,” for} - 


(Reprinted from “Daily Variety” 
of Feb. 18) 


West Is West 


New York, Feb. 17. 
Editor, “Dail: Variety”: 

Kindly inform Einfeld that the 
releases for the family from the 
Warner legal department, and 
regarding “Mr. Broadway,” have 
arrived. These are the authori- 
zations always essential between 
the producer of a biography and 
the immediate relatives of the 
principal. Verily, the papers are 
here with both feet, 

Just one thing. The papers 
read, “in consideration of the 
sum of $10, the receipt of which 
I hereby acknowledge,” etc. Although 

Listen, Arthur. You know and Humphrey 
I know that anywhere else in the 
world the fee for signing a legal 
paper is $1. That is, anywhere 
except Hollywood. In Hollywood 
it's got to be ten yet. 
my point. 

My point is that Warners sent 
the papers but forgot to send the 
ten, and my mother not only 
signed them, but she took the 
ten I had to laughingly offer. 

Iam no longer laughing. I am 
on the hook for ten bundles of 
Uncle Sam's best spinach. 

Ask that guy EFinfeld how do I 
collect. or must I come out there 


Warner 
Garfield, 


Bros. 


both 


nating 
That’s not for part. 


dom and if he 


first stellar 


WB Nominates 
John Garfield | «: 
For Role of ‘Sime’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


somewhere overseas, 
able Jack Warner's 
quick breakdown on the basic idea 
{ “Mister Broadway,” 
offering him the role of Sime. 


Bogart 
gested to portray Sime, Warners has | 
received several hundred letters and | 
wires from show biz people desig- 
Garfield as 
Garfield is currently over- 
seas entertaining the armed 
and not expected back before May 1. 

Warners is figuring on 
Gartield shortly to 
draws the 
Broadway” assignment, 
vehicle. 

Music librarians 
scanning more than 15,000 Broadway | 
songs published over a period of 38 
years for possible use in the filming 


Frameup 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Editor, “Variety”: 


So Sid wants his $10 back? The 
only way he can get it is by play- 
hide’ and seek with Jack 
Warner on the back lot. And 
Jack knows that lot since it was 
a comic strip. We take care of 
all our creditors this way. Be- 
sides, it keeps Jack in shape. 
Our boss is also digging up 


is fishing for John some crepe hair we used _ for 
to en- Cagney in “Midsummer Night's 
sending him a Dream.” If his test turns out all 

> 


right Jack says he will probably 
wind up playing Pulaski himself. 
Otherwise, Jack will do a small 
head closeup of Arthur Ungar as 


with view to 


wont Grant and! he insists he always wanted to 
lave 


frighten children anyway. 
Yours, 
Charlie Einfeld. 


Whiteman Pic May 
Shift ‘Hall of Fame’ 
To Coast for Spell 


The Philco-“Variety” “Radio Hall 
of Fame” may shift to the Coast for 
la limited few weeks the end of April 


| 
been sug- | 


the ideal choice 
forces, 


elevating 
individual star- 
“Mister 
it will be his 


at Warners are 


ture commitment to Republic for 


| 
‘commentator Si gram. 

Most of the song hits of that era | 


have been used 


Phil Reisman, Back 
From England, Lauds 


research, under 


Forbstein, 


he noted some 
pictures. 


sales | 
from | war 
the weekend from his | 
the RKO branch there | 


Phil Reisman, RKO foreign 
chief, who returned to N. Y. 
England over 
first visit to nually 


distribution system in U. S. Army 


cellent job being done. |RKO managing 
Reisman reported British theaire | Britain, will 
business very big. that admission | London whenever 


se ales had been increased and that | available. 


by Warners 
other picture studios. Purpose of the 
supervision 
studio musical director, is 
to find tunes which have never been 


Camp Distrib. Setup 


weariness 


RKO is making two pictures an- 
there under 
'at Denham studios. 
to the shortage of studio space. He 
| camps in Great Britain, cited the ex- | added that Bob Wolff, 
director in 
leave New 
transportation 


Reisman referred 


and; Philco liked the Philadelphia orig- 
|ination of the show so much a fort- 
night ago that it favors shifting the 
program to Hollywood for a spell, 


Feist Moves Up As U 


of Leo | 


towards 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


Universal upped Felix Feist from | 
director to producer-director. with | 
two Gloria Jean starrers on his pro- 
duction slate. 

York for Currently Feist is 
is | young singing star in 
Rhythm.” 


Victor Hanbury 


who is to be 
Great 
piloting the 
“Pardon My 


Who Are They Kiddin’? 


Last Monday (20) a newspaper story out 
of Washington said, “Joseph B. Eastman, 
director of the Office of Defense Transpor- 
tation, called on trade and other organiza- 
tions today (Sunday) to abandon plans tor 
any conventions or trade shows unless their 
officers ‘are thoroughly convinced that the 
meetings will help to shorten the war.’” 

According to the N. Y. “Times” Mr. East- 
man then added that the ODT could not 
forbid the holding of such gatherings be- 
cause this would violate constitutional 
guarantees of freedom in assembly. 


Nuts. That goes for that latter quote 
from the ODT, and also for all conventions, 
95',. of which continue to be “Good time 


Charlies.” 

Showbusiness has got one loud squawk re- 
garding transportation around this country. 
And not in its own interest either, but in 
the interest of the service men’s camps. 

For months the ODT has been asking 
the public to stay off trains, stay home holi- 
davs, stay put. The result? Trains have 
never been so crowded. People sit on suit- 
cases from Florida to New York, they wait 
in line from a half to three hours to get into 
a dining car, and what do they get when 
they get there? Yeah! 

Oh, the railroads are doing wonders. How 
they're handling the war traffic! And what 
traffic! But they are also carrying more 
passengers than ever before in their history. 

And while the public is taking up the 
train space United Service Organizations 
units (performers) are banging around this 
country trying to reach the camps and get- 
ting there any way they can. Tough? Not 
many know just how tough. 

This season very few stage plavs have 
gone to the camps. They just can’t get there. 
The main item is those small USO units 
which go to the camps and give shows that 


never get on the radio; sleeping where, 
when, and if they can; pulling out of here 


to get there. By train? If there is one. How 
many hear about them? 

The bands are taking it, too. A lot of ’cin 
would like to go to a lot of places they sim- 
ply can’t reach. The ODT says “no.” 

The tracks are, still there, the trains are 
running, and there’s an awful bunch of silly 
traffic going over those rails. It’s like a gag 
mouth of the country. Many are 
choking on it. 

Orders. Directives. This and that. But the 
traffic grows. National conventions going 
thousands of miles. Who tried to stop 
the AP affair in New York last fall? Only 
about 1,500 men came into town for that 
one. But that was the Associated Press. 
Again, nuts. 

The moving picture and radio outfits are 
planning conventions. Stop ’em! Now! 
Make them regionals or not at all. The com- 
ing two political party meetings? Yes, and 
that’s all. 

How can anyone take the ODT seriously 
on its “Stop Traveling” campaign until it 
sits down on conventions? Everybody wants 
to take the burden off the railroads. But 
the railroads haven’t said anything about it. 
Not positively. Do you blame the public 
for riding? 

To forbid the holding of such gatherings 
(conventions) would violate constitutional 
guarantees of freedom of assembly. Who 
do they think they’re kiddin’? 

The ODT has done a fine piece of work 
moving war material where it’s got to go. 
Why doesn’t it quit stalling about the rest 
of the job? 

Slap the clamps on! It’s ’way past time. 

Ration passenger traffic. 

All right, the railroads will make a little 
less money. Well? 

People who have something to do have a 
right to get there in some kind of shape to 
do it. 

Even show people. 


in tha 
aaa 


Sid. 


‘depending on Paul Whiteman’s pic- sistency of 


equipment have 


Producer on Jean Pair 


Wa r 


POPULATION 


Contending that the shifting of 
population, as result of wartime de- 
velopments, will in many territories 
result in a permanent change, heads 
of major producer-distributor-exhi- 


bitor companies say that their the- 
atre subsids will be stymied under 
proposed pla. to virtually freeze 
chain expansion. 

Pointed out by one major com- 
pany topper that there is no per- 
manency in real estate and theatre 
‘values, and that in order to keep 
abreast of new developments, even 


i. peace time, theatre operators 


must closely watch population trends 


and constantly build or acquire the- 
atres to meet foreseeable needs. As 
various cities and towns assume 


added importance with the influx of 
additional population, 
may find themselves losing their cur- 


major circuit¢ 


under new restric- 
acquisition of the- 


rent supremacy 
tions governing 
atres. 

Cited as an instance of the incen- 
theatre and/or realty 
values are the operations of Vincent 


Astor, who has been disposing of his 
real estate holdings around New 


York and picking up holdings else- 
where. Heaviest population transfer 
appears to be headed for Detroit, the 
middle west and Los Angeles. A 
large part of the clothing industry 
has been moved from New York to 
St. Louis and other cities. It is be- 
lieved that once new factories and 
been installed in 
these centers they cannot be quickly 
moved again, and that circuits which 
would normally move quickly ta 
service added population through 


(Continued on page 18) 


WB’S EARLY DELINQUENT 
PIC MAY GET REMAKE 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
New version of “Why Girls Leave 
Home” is being mulfed at Warners, 
where it was filmed with financial 
success in 1921 during the juvenile 
delinquency problem that followed 


World War I. It was one of the 
pictures that helped raise Warners 
to a major status. 

Originally made on modes 


budget, the film was directed by 


William Nigh and starred Anna Q. 
Nillson. 
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New Film-Story Buying Practises 
Seen Metro Award Plan 


VARIETY 


Stuffy, Isn’t It? 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Weissmuller tosses 
aside his scant jungle costume 
and wears civilized clothes un- 
der a new contract with Pine & 
Thomas. 


6 PICTURES 


‘Bernadette,’ ‘Bell Tolls,’ ‘Casablanca, 


Pace Academy Contenders 


Johnny 


if Pact calls for fully clothed 
if Hollywood, Feb. 22. roles in three pictures. First is 
With the annual Oscar Derby of that of a war correspondent, sec- A L t Th K Wh in fi 
if the Academy of Motion Picture Arts From Mystery to Kaycee ond a western hero and third is t eas ey how en sl Behe dng org ea 
four major studios qualifying their | 0% spring shooting on his Prene 1 ° getaway date for the Technicolor | Subscribed to the plan, whereby 
tion schedule at Columbia. SWG After Kin | filmusical, “Where Do We Go From manuscripts would be submitted to 
‘ classification. First to start will be “Death | Here?”, at 20th-Fox, with three more ahead of other majors, current 
While the 4.200 extras who vote in Walks Alone,” a psychological ea | high-budgeters to follow. be pyr conyers governing acquisition 
“ the mystery, to be follow ed by | Second on the production list is be: would undergo a 
cet some ‘the | “Nansas City K itty, a musical | | | “Claudia and David,” starting June comp revision. One film company 
ce starring Joan Davis. ree re 1, and third is “State Fair,” getting | exec stated that it “would lead to 
Bernadette” | the gun June 15. Fourth is “Dia- deals by all 
will lead the field for the most out- Hollywood, Feb. 22. | mond Horseshoe, slated to start as | 
standing picture of the year, with Acad Awards Will Screen Writers Guild appointed a/ soon as Betty Grable returns from 
: Parwnount’s “For Whom the Bell special committee, headed by Sheri- | her maternity layoff. las favoring the Metro sin ‘whan 
Tolls” furnishing the competition all Be Beamed By Army | queried film many pi 
the way. Warner's “Casablanca” and screen credit) procedure for film | that although t} i 
Metro's “Madame Curie” will receive A d h W Id Joe Scho on a Bike = 
Other starters are roun t e or One of the chief difficulties is the nothing had 
“Heaven Can Wait” (20th); “The Hollywood, Feb, 22. llecation of credits for team writers. B t T H mes’ 
Human Comedy” (M-G): “In Which Soldiers and sailors around the Numerous cases One writer does etween 1 Wo 
We Serve” ‘British: Two Cities re- world will get an earful of the practically all the work while his 150 F HF nite a 
lease through United Artists); “The | presentations of this year’s Academy collaborator draws credit on a 50-50 at arewe ee that 
More the Merrier” (Col); “The Ox-| Awards through arrangements made | @s!s- —* re Joe Schoenfeld, who's been | consider the plan feasible. 7 
Bow Incident” 20th), and Warners’) py Lieut. Col. Tom Lewis, command- | . Another problem up for revision worried about the housing shortage werner L. one i : 
s concerned with original stories. | Opinion was expressed by some 
the ing officer in this district for the screen credit for an |i" California, won't have to bunk. /film execs that publishers would 
Paul Lukas appears to have the | armed Forces Radio Service. It} re eed the | after all, with a couple of Singer |jjikely hold back many books from 
pole position for the best perform- | be the first time in Hollywood | DE midgets he knows on the Coast.|the contest. Others contended that 
by an actor, because of his work | history that the acturl distribution Scho, who left “Variety” Jan. 1 to) picture companies. should abstain 
in “Rhine.” Walter Pidgeon, how- | of Oscars will be broadcast globally. headquarter in the Coast branch of | from contest plans and that very few 
ever, is certain to get a big play for men overseas will be the William Morris office, where | jmportant or plays had been 
his appearance in “Curie.” Gary | suests of honor in absentia, and the Par, RKO to Fight he'll be in the script department, has giscovered by this method. On the 
Cooper will receive a lot of votes ~<ed program of entertainment will be taken over both Tony De Marco's] other hand, it was conceded that 
his performance in “Bell Tolls.” The | + peamlined for their benefit, with- Pressure to Sell Out apartment in Beverly Hills and|<ome books would likely be entered 
same can be said of out the long-winded orations preva- Jimmy Wallington’s home in Santa | jn the contest. 
Bogart for “Casablanca,” but the lent in the past. Shortwave air- In Butterfield Circuit, “onic. Meantime, Metro plans to bring 


wise boys are stringing along with 
Lukas. 


show will be sent to Mexico, South 


The word is out that De Marco 


Scott Mabon, of the Atlantic Monthly, 


“oa ae will receive some | #24 Central America, Alaska, On the ground that a pool is not) promised to throw in a couple of | into the N. Y. home office shortly to 
| Hawaii, the Marshall and Gilbert! involved and that their minority) samba lessons before Scho took over | handle books to be submitted for the 
play for “Curie,” but Jennifer Jones Islands, Australia, New Zealand, the | stock interests in the Butterfield| the dancer's home, and that Walling- | yetro Award. 


Jooks like the winnah of the best 
performance by an actress in 20th's | 
“Bernadette.” Ingrid Bergman, 
though, may ring the “Bell” for 
‘Continued on page 14) 


MORE LEGAL STEPS IN 


Inc., for issuance of a commission to 
take the depositions of officials in 
California was withdrawn on Mon- 
day (21) in N. Y. supreme court, 
when William Lustig, who is suing 
the film company for $525,000 dam- 


entire Pacific Basin area, 
India, Burma, Europe, Africa, Ice- 
land and Labrador. 

Final showings of Oscar candi- 
dates in the shorts field were held 
at the Marquis theatre before a com- 
mittee of judges, who eyed six car- 
toons, five one-reelers and four two- 


MONO LOADED WITH 
18 PIX IN THE VAULTS 


China, | 


circuit in Michigan is an investment 
of which they should not be de- 
prived, Paramount and RKO re- 
portedly stand ready to fight against 


ton promised to teach Scho how to 
sound on the radio, like five-feet-two 
instead of five-feet-one, which is 
just about Scho's depth. The ex- 


the sale of this stock under a new 
consent decree. 
Paramount owns 25° of the stock} 


of the W. S. Butterfield Theatres, 


known where two distributors have 
minority interests in an independent 
circuit: hence the singling-out for 
exemption of Butterfield in the de- 
cree proposals by the Big Five. 
Under the decree, as offered by 


mugg will live at the De Marco 
apartment for couple of months, un- 
til the rest of the family goes out: 
then they take over at Santa Monica. 


be pulled in by the cops. 
Some 150 agents, bookers, William 


Morrisites, others from MCA, and the | 


other talent agencies, plus a full 
turnout of “Variety” mugegs, at $7.50 
a head, made it a large evening at 


N. Y. STATE EDUCATION 
DEPT.’S PIX CHOICES 


Albany, N. Y., Feb. 22. 


Film material suggested in the 


reelers, Their decisions will be an-| Ime. and Butterfield Michigan Thea » of Freedo 
GLORIA JEAN PACT SUIT nounced with the awards at Co., while RKO has a 10%o in-| ing (25). It’s understood that his 
ithe Chinese theatre March 2 terest. The circuit operates seven-year-old son, Jay, has loaned | to 
Move by Universal Pictures Co. ; theatres. No other instance  is| pop a highchair seat so Scho won't | ¢#tion Department as & & 


school superintendents and primary 
and high school principals, for the 
publie schools’ observance of “Bill of 
Rights Week,” includes four two-reel 
16 mm. Technicolors, produced-dis- 
tributed by Warner Bros. and two by 


r | ages for alleged interference with Hollywood, Feb. 22. | the five consenting distributors, it is} Toots Shor’s restaurant last Wed,| Metro. The shorts from Warners 
his exclusive contract with the child | Monogram has piled up a backlog| agreed that one year from the date| (16) foregchoenfeld'’s farewell feed. | are: “Give Me 
] actress, Gloria Jean, consented to jos 18 pictures, including five west-| o¢ the signing of the decree, distribs| There was enough overage to buy | Liberty,” “Bill of Rights” and Dec- 
Hii? their taking the depositions. | erns, the greatest number of unre- ‘ | him $400 in bonds, and on top of that | laration of Independence. Metro's 


Universal, which now has Gloria | 
Jean under contract, will “examine 


N. J. Blumberg. prez 


pany; Lawrence Waterman, his sec- | 


retary; Dan Kelly, casting director; 
Edward Muhl, head ef the contract 
department: Cliff Work, studio man- 


of the com- | 


| leased films in the studio's history. 


Latest log on the pile is “Detective 
| Kitty O'Day,” just out of the cut- 
ting room. 

Others awaitifNg distribution are 
| ““Mufrder in the Fun House.” “Charlie 
| Chan in the Secret Service,” “Voodoo 


will dispose of all minority stock | 
interests held in theatres other than 
those controlled by themselves | 
where pools are in existence. 


In ucmanding the exemption for | 


boniface Shor did a Santa Claus by 
Leblanging the dinner committee. 
and this made possible still another 
| $100 U. S. bond. (Toots is a cute 


the two Butterfield companies, Par! kid that-a-way.) 


and RKO give the Department of 


Justice no reason, declining to out- 


Joe Laurie. Jr., toastmastered—and 
| Slightly terrif—with J. C. Flippen, 


are: “The Perfect Tribute” and 
“Servant of the People.” These are 
distributed, according to the bulletin, 
by Teaching Films Custodians, NYS 

Six three-reelers and one four- 
reeler of the Yale Chronicles of 
America Photoplays, distributed by 


| 
i ager, and its former producer; Jo- beoy eee tae Pg | line the basis for the exception, but | Harry Hershfield and Milton Berle | Yale University Press Film Service, 
i Bi seph Pasternak, now with Metvro, | Man.” “Million Dollar Kid.” “Fol-| explained by a higher-up that inthe; Making merry. William Morris, Jr..|N. Y.. are listed. These are 16 mm. 
i who Lustig alleges knew of his ex- | i ‘the ‘ander* “Block Busters.”| C@8¢ of Butterfield, though two de-| also spoke, and Jack (Bubbles) | silent pictures. Five non-talking 
clusive contract with the parents of | cree distribs are involved, it’s pure-| Pulaski heckled. Harry Lenetska ;one-reelers made by Eastman Ko- 


Gloria Jean, Feiman and Eleanor 


the witnesses in from California for 
the trial, which is expected some 
time next month, because of the 
transportation problems. Universal 


| the U.S.A.,” “The Sultan's Daughter,” 


coach,” “Outlaw Trail” and “Arizona 
| Whirlwind.” 


‘Joan of Paris’ Touches 


r“Lady Let’s Dance,” “Sweethearts of | 


| ly an investment and the Butterfield 


The Butterfield chain, founded by 
the late W. S. Butterfield and now 
headed by E. C. Beatty, is one of 
the most successful independent cir- 


| (Moe Gale’s office) engineered the 


A&C in Rice Bowl 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


Metro is framing an Oriental] 


| dak, Teaching Films Division, Roch- 


achoonover. ‘Hot Rhythm,’ “Pariners f the | interests have always had comoulete! entire dinner, ester, ere aleasuggested. 
> W “aw i soug r op “Ee control of anageme opera- 
The \ ithdrawn motion had sought | Trail,” “Law Men,” “Sonora Stage-| © f management and opera 
the depositions, rather than bring tion. Future of Pix-Radio 


Columbus, O., Feb. 22. 
Pointing out that schools have & 
very definite responsibility for build- 
ing reading, radio and motion pile- 


had pointed out the witnesses were | cuits in the country. In addition, | background for Bud Abbott and Lou ture tastes, Dr. Edgar Dale, of the 

merely needed to deny their knowl- | Off 7 ° 5 R as pointed out by an industry top- Costello In their one-picture com- Bureau of Educational Research at 

edge of a contract. hvasion umor per, it enjoys a particularly envious| ™itment, still untitled, slated to Ohio State University, said that it is 


Lustig, according to the complaint, 
charges that U induced the parents 
of Gloria Jean—Feiman 


Memphis, Feb. 22. 
You never can tell about audience 


| reputation in its business dealings. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| start early next month. 


Musical will 
be directed b¥ Charles Reisner, with 
| George Haight 


the exceptional school which does 
anything about building tastes in the 


and Elea- | reaction. Times and situations Ji Producing and | of radio and pictures, and that 

nor Schoonover—to breach an ex- |}change the response to movies in| Siudi C t t Uni orsey's band featured. this is one of the challenges that 
clusive contract that he had with | amazing fashion. 0 Lon rac S Universal postponed the starting | educators will have to face in the 
them in 1938. He had alleged that| That's how it happened that one | cate on “Hip, Hip, Hooray” until! ture 
Universal had_ also induced the | night last week The Commercial Ap- ; frac rod because of Canning prob- “Educators must realize that listen- 
Schoonovers not to permit their | peal and the Idlewild theatre were ; Hollywood, Feb. 22. | ; ro ott & Costello and other ing and looking are two significant 
daughter to accept offers that he had | deluged with phone calls from ex- | _ Jean Negulesco’s director option | Universal names are slated to appear tn red whi - new ex serience is 
lined up for Gloria Jean, with other | cited Memphians wanting to know | /ifted by arners. as guest stars im specialty spots. | th learn 
companies. if the invasion of Europe had ac-| , Bonnie Cashin signed as costume Musical will be directed by Arthui cricical 

In affidavit submitted by | tually begun. designer at 20th-Fox. Lubin and produced by John Grant. 1 lors,” he 
Adolph Schimel, Universal attor- | A checkup quickly revealed the} akima Canutt inked as technical wers as well as 
ney, who negotiated the contract be- | reason. The nabe Idlewild on westerns at Republic. 


tweeen the child star and Universal 


|showing “Joan of Paris” on a week- 


Walter Grissell renewed as direec- 


L. A. to N. Y. 


He said both pix and radio possess 


Kate Smith. 


in 1938, it asserted that Gloria Jean | end program attended largely by | Republic. | Fred Ahlert. Re. 
and her parents were represented by | school kids. There’s a scene in this | prota Ryan drew player ticket | Barbara Everest. — oye ae uel 7 win 
Alexander Sukennkoff, who was her | 1941 movie that blacks out the| 20th- Fox. | Sigrid Gurie. ucations 
exclusive manager, and that it was |Screen and (announces the Ger- | Vincent McHugh signed as writer | Harold Hopper. 
some time later that Lustig had as- | man invasion of France. Confused | Paramount. Mai*® Beth Hughes. services and 
serted his exclusive contract with the | Youngsters raced home after the pic- | Francis Lederer, 
yy hoisted by 20th-Fox. Ed Lowrv orientation films will realize the 
child star and her parents. |ture to tell their parents that the LOWTrY. ictures 
An action for breach of contract | invasion was under way because aves renewed as director K. F. Morgan. | great of motion 
is also pending against the parents they’d heard it announced at the Michele Morgan. as an integral part of the 
of Gloria Jean. |theatre. Fond papas raced to the a'ph Steiner drew director ticket} Barry Nelson. | of the school and college. Teachers 
| phone to find out for themselves. at PRC. is Ensign Ted North. | colleges and colleges of education 
: | Funny thing was that “Joan of acting James Pepe. must provide help to schools in 
; previously without causing a ripple. Shirley Howard, nitery enter-| Mitchell Rawson, | ture. 
Hollywood, Feb, 22. | tainer, contracted by Metro. Ann Rutherford. 
Universal assigned Lewis D. Collins Frank Gruber'’s scripter option! E. M. Saunders. 
and Ray Taylor to split the director Mae Clarke Ss Comeback lifted by Warners. | Maxwell Shane, N. . # to ss A. 
I chores on its frozen cliffhanger, “The, Mae Clarke's new contract with Bill Kennedy's” player option! Morton Spring. Hans Bartsch 
Great Alaskan Mystery,” Paramount marks her comeback. picked up by Warners. | William Thomas. Te ic ii ee 
; Chapter play. slated to start in two Actress will be remembered as Colbert Clark signed as producer | Tal Wallis. ack Miller 
weeks, will be produced by Henry , being on the receiving end of Cag- | of westerns at Columbia. | Minnie Wallis. rs Sch aoanid 
McRae, who is also preparing “The ney’s grapefruit in “Public Enemy,” Charles Larson inked scripter pact} “William R. Walsh. Sta ] “ah 
Master Key” for summer filming. | during the gangster film cycle. at Metro. | Jock Whitney. ameyv shutord. 
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PICTURES 


Indies Want Decree Plan Kayoed; 
Squawk About Percentage Deals 


Independent exhib leaders, 
ticularly operators affiliated with 
booking and buying combines or | 
heading up large indie circuits, have 
advised the Department of Justice 
that they would prefer not to have 
any consent decree at all rather than | 
the type of decree which has been | 
drawn up by the Big Five. 

Some indie leaders, from accounts, 
told Tom C. Clark they would prefer 
to fight their own battles, as in the 
past, and that the decree now pro- | 
posed would prove a_ hindrance 
rather than a help in the rough-and- 
tumble of exhibitor-distributor trad- 
ing relations. 

As the decree now stands most of 
the important indie theatre oper- 
ators are not provided for insofar as 
earlier product availability is con- 
cerned, since an independent is de- 
fined as an exhibitor with an interest 
in not more than six theatres. 

As a result some 1,500, possibly | 
2.000, indie houses in groups or book- 
ing-buying combines of more than 
six theatres are not eligible for re- 
lief under the major changes in the 
new decree. 

MPTOA Opposes Decree 

Inveighing against the old consent 


decree arbitration, citing 
“meager results obtained in three 


years,” the Motion Picture Theatre 

Owners of America states in a bul- 

letin to members that a very large 
(Continued on page 38) 


o-op on Datings 


Minneapolis, Feb. 22. 


Cooperation between groups of in- 
dependent exhibitors here in play- | 
dating is working to the mutual ad- 
vantage of themselves and the pub- 
lic. Instead of all of them in the 
same or adjacent districts grabbing 
the same desirable picture when it 
breaks for their price category, they | 
take turns at the pick. 

The result is that there's 
competition because fewer houses are 
playing the same picture and the 
publie gets a larger choice. It makes 


PIT CPE 


less 


the trade points out. 

It's OK with the distributors too, 
who prefer it this way because they | 
don’t need so many prints of the 
Same picture, and on percentage en- 
gagements the returns are better. 


PAR ADDS ‘HITLER GANG’ 
TO ITS NEW BLOCK OF 4 


Although the picture wil! not be 


tradeshown until March 24, Para- 
mount has decided to add “The 
Hitler Gang” to its new block of 


four pictures rather than merchan- 
dise it singly, as at first planned. 


The quartet scheduled a week 
aso as Par’s new block are being 


screened throughout the country to- 


morrow (Thursday) and_ Friday 
(25). “Hitler Gang,” which can be 


bought by accounts in 
the package of four, 
tradeshown until a month from now 
due to the fact prints will not be 
available until then. 

It will not be generally released 
until sometime in May, but will be 
pre-released in selected situations 
meantime. 


addition to 
cannot be 


‘ 
Menzies Starts ‘Jubal 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
William Cameron Menzies. re- 
lieved of a director chore through. 
the shelving of “The Gibson Girl” at! 
RKO, checked in at Columbia to 
Start preliminary work on “Jubal 
Troop.” 
In addition to supervising set de- 
signs, Menzies will function as asso- 
Sane producer with Sam Wood on the 
‘Jubal” picture, ‘ 


par- + 


by independent 
|in the Chicago and Southern Cali- 
| fornia 


;}as a 


| trust 


British Gov’t Deters 


| Half Dozen Shorts For 


Glorify Harvey Hashers 


Hollywood, Feb, 22. 
Crockery jugglers along the Santa 
Fe Trail will go musical in “The 
Harvey Girls.” to be produced by 


Arthur Freed at Metro. 


Story of the Fred Harvey chain 
system of railroad luncheries is be- 


| ing turned into a screenplay by Kay 
| Van Riper for late spring production. 


Indies Plan Fight 


To Keep Decrees 


In Chicago, L. A. 


Stiff battle will likely be waged 


exhibitor interests 


territories for retention of 
decrees that were formerly entered 
result of anti-trust suits in 
both regions. 

The distributors under the con- 
sent decree, which grew out of the 
anti-trust suit against the eight 
majors, want to incorporate the Chi- 
cago and Los Angeles decrees into 
the one now in negotiation, thus sus- 
pending them. These local decrees 
were entered as a result 
suits against Balaban & Katz 
and other defendants in the Chicago 
area and against Fox-West Coast, | 
plus distributors, in the Southern 
California Federal district of L. A. 
They were agreed upon some years 
ago and are of a permanent nature. 


Native, U. S., or Other 


Theatre Expansion 


London, Feb. 22. 
Hall. Labor member of 
Parliament, asked the President of 
the Board of Trade in Parliament 
today whether, in view of under- 


Glenvil 


of anti-| 


FURTHER 


major company execs last week com- 
mented that there appeared to be 
| far more emphasis on the concessions 
j that had not been granted than about 
those which the Big Five had offered. 
There appeared to be strong doubt 
; among Big Five reps that any further 
| concessions would be volunteered. 
| Pointed out that the cancellation 
privileges offered in the new consent 


in the UMPI plan. 

Regarding the controversy anent 
regional boards of appeal. contention 
is that an appeal board, like a Su- 
preme Court, should be limited to a 


single group and that decisions 
should be final. Claimed that if 
regional boards are appointed the 


Big Five would likely be faced with 
conflicting opinions and Cecisions 
from all parts of the country. 
Five reps. from accounts, co not in- 
sist that the board of appeals should 
be situated in New York but that 
there should be only one board 
whether it is located in N. Y.. Chi- 
cago or elsewhere. 

| It is explained. also, that a plan to 
!discontinue franchises immediately 
| was not adopted because it was con- 
| sidered doubtful tnat termination of 
|franchises with independents would 
| receive court sanction. Under the 
old consent decree it is provided that 
existing franchises are not to be re- 
newed upon expiration. While ter- 
mination of franchises was ppposed 
by major chains it would also affect 


Confronted with a storm of inde- 
pendent exhibitor protest over the | 
proposed new consent decree plsn, | 


Big | 


MAJORS’ STAND DECREE 


+ 


| signer. 


decree exceeded those provided for 


| 


| 


Skouras May OK Transfer of Ostrer 
Stock in M.&B. Trust to Rank; Deal 
or 20th-MG Share (507) Uncertain 


Designer Now Producer 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
William Pereira, art designer, 
signed a contract with Hunt Strom- | 
berg to double as producér and de- 


First chore under the two-way pact 
will be “Dishonoree Lady.” 


Film Rationing 
Out By Summer, 
Hopper Retiring 


Rationing of raw film fs on the! 
way out. probably in April and as-| 
suredly. by June 30 when Harold 
Hopper, chief of the motion picture, 
division of the War Production Board | 
will retire from his Government job 
and return to his private business. | 

Studio engineers and technicians! 
are largely credited for the solution | 
of the wartime stock film problem, | 
through various devices which saved | 


| footage in small amounts but wound| 


indie operators now holding fran- | 
chises. Some franchiSes run until | 
1949, it is reported. 

In regard to designation of run, 


contention of Big Five reps is that 
this allows for arbitration to settle 
such disputes; that where an arbi- 
trator finds that an independent the- 
atre is on a par or better than a cir- 
cuit house in a given 


day-and-date, and possibly ahead of 
the circuit house. 

Stressed also, was the public serv- 
ice factor. Pointed out that circuit 
houses would have to be kept in 
good shape to warrant continuation 
of run, or take the chance of losing 


takings given by Rank not to ac- 
quire additional] cinemas or studios 


i without minister's. consent, he 


had similar undertakings from other 


the preference to an independent 
theatre in better condition. 


andes tom other SBE MY LAWYER’ FOR 


that Asso- | 
Corporation | 
limiting 


The 
ciated 
gave an 


president replied 

British Picture 
undertaking 
ration without prior 
consent. 

Answering another 
president added that 
ment was not making it 
foreign interests. 


may acquire 
question the 
the govern- 
easier for 


MUSIC HALL’S SCOUTING 


Radio City Showplace Gets Dope 
Ahead of N. Y. 


Radio City Music Hall reportedly 
has a special permanent representa 
the Coast attends the 
preems, info on 
back 


tive on who 
gets advarice 
pictures in work and reports 

New York bids can 
on suitable Music 
sometimes, appears to have 
info on product long before the! 
N. Y. home office distrib personnel. 

Understood that the Musie Hall 
already has bids in for several im- 
portant pictures which have not yet 
been altogether completed. In some 


sneak 


to so tnat go in 


Hall 


product. 


thus, 


| instances the M.H. has been dicker- 
| ing for films which were still in the 


cutting room. 


Kennedy, Errol at RKO. 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Edgar Kennedy and Leon Errol 
will continue their two-reel comedies 
for RKO each slated to make six for 
the 1944-45 program. 
In addition to his 
Frrol will appear in a 
tures on the same lot 


shorts series. 
number of fea- 


the | 
number of cinemas which the corpo- | 


| the comics 


! signed by U 


| be out of 
‘places and off the streets by 9:30 p.m. 
| Dozens of guilty parents have been 


OLSEN, JOHNSON AT U 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Olsen & Johnson will remain at 
| Universal for another picture on 


chore, 
starts 
the 


completion of their current 
“The Ghost Catchers,” which 
this week. Second half of 


| double header is “See My Lawyer,” 


to be produced by Edmund Hart- 


mann. 


films 
re- 
new 


completion of the two 
are slated to start 
hearsals in New York for a 
stage show in autumn. 
Morton Downey, 


to sing 


On 


singer was 
two numbers in 
the forthcoming O. and J. flicker 
which Edward Cline will direct. 


New Curfew Law Boon 


To Mpls. Exhibitors 


Minneapolis. Feb. 22 

New curfew law which makes par- 
ents of offending children guilty of 
a misdemeanor has proved a boon 
for theatres here. sharply curtailing 
juvenile vandalism and rowdyism in 
he film houses. Unles: 
by parents, youngsters under 16 must 
theatres and other public 


accompanied 


arrested and fined. 

Since the law's enactment, theatre 
rowdyvism=has decreased sharply. it’s 
reported. Most troublemakers were 


‘kids who were on the loose at night 


showhouses, dis- 
turbing other patrons with thei 
noisemaking as well as damaging 
property, according to house mana- 
gers. 


and sneaked into 


situation he | : 
| a ration system even after the do- 
would be empowered to grant a run | 


up with an impressive total. Fur-| 
ther savings were made by several | 
studios by eliminating lower grade’ 
pictures. Generai result was an ac-; 
cumulation of reserve stock to over-! 
come possible shortages of delivery | 


| from the film manufacturers. Mean-| 
while the various armed services, | 
which were requisitioning stocks! 


| move 


without regard to their actual needs, | 
will be placed on a regulated basis. 
Foreign countries will “continue on 


mestic lid is lifted. 


S. Jersey Exhibs Plan 


Drive on Delinquency 
Via Old State Statute 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 


last | 


Camden onerators 
week pledged their cooperation to) 
Prosecutor Gene R. Mariano in the 
drive to curb juvenile delinquency | 


thastra 


| by enforcing an old Jersey statute | 


which forbids admittance of children 
under 14 into theatres without an 
adult. Spokesman for delegation of| 
exhibs was former Judge Joseph 
Varbalow. operator of a chain of) 
South Jersey houses. 

Exhibtors believe that unless they | 
cooperate wholeheartedly in the) 
to stamp out moppet delin-| 
quency, they may bring down on 
themselves “something worse” than 
the present law. Varbalow said that. 
“if necessary.” exhibs would place 
additional supervision in theatres to 
enforce the They expect to be 
badly hit on matinee business 

The 
Courts 


dents n 


rule 
ruling was made by the 
following a 
theatres in which 
annoyed young girls 


inci- 


older 


series of 


men had 
Others who 
ano besides Varbalow, were 
Ruark,” Morton 
Murdock. 


h Mar 
Larry 


Josep! 


conferred wi 


Levin and 


Vet Meggers in Staub’s 
Short on Pix’s 50th Anni 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Directors who have been in picture 
game for 30 vears or more will do, 
walk-through in Ralph Staub’s 
“Screen Snapshots” commemorating 
50th anniversary of films. 

Among those to appear in caval- 
cade are Frank Borzage, Jack Con- 
way, Irving Cummings, Cecil B. De 
Mille. Alexander Hall. Henry Hath- 
away. Henry King. George Marsrkall., | 
Eddie Sutherland, Bill Seiter, King 
Vidor. John Stahl, Sam Wood, Nor- | 
man Taurog, Richard Wallace and 
J. P. McGowan. 


\vould 


Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox 
following his arrival in London, and 
J. Arthur Rank may get together on 
one phase of the Gaumont-British 
(Metropodtan & Bradford Trust) 
negotiations relating to the official 


prexy, 


| transfer of the Ostrer holdings to 
Rank. Though it is considered un- 


likely at the moment that any fur- 


ther by 
20th and Metro, such as the outright 
sale of their 50° interest in the 
Metropolitan & Bradford Trust to 
Rank, a strong offer from the British 
film topper may alter the situation. 

Acquisition of alk the stock in 
Metropolitan & Bradford Trust 
would place Rank in a _ powerful 


concessions will be made 


trading position both for buying 
American pictures for his theatres 


in Great Britain and in dickering for 
release for British product in the 

Doubtful that 20th or Metro rens 
agree to selling out their 
holdings in the British company, 
since it would create an unfavorab!e 
balance of power, unless adequate 
guarantees are forthcoming which 
would ensure price and other pro- 
tection for U. S. product. 

Rank, meaniime, is seeking con- 
sent from 20th and Metro for the 
official transfer of the shares in the 
M. & G. Trust which he bought 
more than a year ago from the 
Ostrers. The deal was not consum- 
mated pending the app‘oval of the 

(Continued on page 19) 


See More Sales 


Shifts 


Another realignment of top United 
Artists distribution execs is expected 


shortly, following entry into the 
company of Joe Unger, formerly 
Paramount’s eastern division sales 
manager. 


Possibility is that Eddie Schnitzer, 
currently western division manager 
for "A, may: beeome 
Leserman, general sales manager, 
with Unger taking over the western 
division. Schnitzer, who has been in 
ill health, left for Florida last week 
for a vacation. 


LAMARR MOVES OVER 
TO WB ON LOANOUT 


Hollywood, Feb. 22 

Hedy Lamarr goes to Warners on 
loanout from Metro for the femme 
lead opposite Paul Henreid in “The 
Conspirator 

Picture, dealing with spies in 
Portugal goes to bat th week with 
Jean Negulesco directing under pro- 
aqucer Supervision of Hal B. W 5 


Par’s 22 Writers, Six 


As Director-Producers 
Hollywood, Feb. 22 
Writing mill at 


the latest checkup is crowded with 


Paramount, under 


22 scriveners, some of whom are 
doubling as directors and producers. 

Biliy Wilder carries on two chores 
as writer-director, and Charles 
Brackett. Seton I. Miller, Harry Tu- 
gend, Karl Tunberg and Darrell 
Ware are listed as producers in ad- 
dition to their scribbling. Contract- 
ed for straight writing are Walter 
Bullock, Frank Butler, Barney Dean, 
Walter De Leon. Ken Englund, Mel- 


vin Frank. Norman Panama. David 
Horwich, Talbot Jennings. Vincent 
McHugh, Milton Holmes, Robert 


Lees, Arthur Phillips. Fred Rinaldo, 
Theodore Strauss, Frank Waldman 


and Dwight Mitchell Wiley. 
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Wednesday, February 23, 1944 


The Parple Heart 


release of Darryl] Zanuck pro- 
@uction. Directed by Lewis Milestone. ‘ene 


tures Dana Andrews, Richard Conte, Furley 
qranger, Kevin O' She Donald Barry, Sam 
Tievene, Charles Russell Jehn Craver 
Screenplay, Jerome Cady: story, Me ille 
Crossman; camera, Arthur Mil editor, 
Biexs Pradeshown i New York, 
Feb. 21, °44 Rut MENS. 
Capt. Haty Ro i» Andrews 
Jan Sky Kevin O'Shea 
MM Ros ill 
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si 1 (non 
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One of the most dramatic episodes | 


in the history of this or any other 
war has been wrought into this | 
screenplay. From boxoflice view- 


point “The Purple Heart” a hetty 
grosser. 

More than that. however, the cel- 
luloid version of the tragic events 
which followed the capture of eight 
of the American fivers who bombed 


Tokyo will likely penetrate the pub- | 


lic consciousness more forcefully 
than the stories of Jay atrocities 
which have appeared in cold type, 
hair-raising as these reports 
been. In a fashion. the headlines 
have served as a trailer for this type 
of production and from the looks of 
thines will continue to ensure fhe 
timeliness of such films for a long 
spell to come. 

Despite or because of the restraint 
which has been exercised in story 
detail, performance and_ direction 
the horrendous nature of the enemy 
becomes all the more pronounced. 
The Jap military caste, their matter- 
of-fact innate, senseless cruelty, 
their insanely nationalistic fanatic- 
ism. have been drawn in cold, stark, 
deliberate, devastating strokes. It is, 
so far, the strongest indictment of 
the savagery and sadism of the Japs 
to be vrojected. 

Withal, it’s an intensely moving 
piece, spellbinding though gory at 
times, gripping and suspenseful for 
the most part. Scenes depicting, by 
inference, the tortures which the 
American boys were subjected to, 
strike home with terrific impact. 
About a dozen individual perform- 
ances are outstanding, with acting 
honors being shared fairly evenly 
among all the principals in the 
drama. 

It's an excellent casting job. even 
minor roles having been handled 
with good judgment. Medieval 
tuming. somewhat bizarre and bar- 
baric, though apparently authentic, 
of the Japanese court officials, in 
sharp contrast to the modern court- 
room, emphasizes the fantastic na- 
ture of the proceedings. 

Under Darryl Zanuck’s production 


guidance and Lewis Milestone’s deft} 


direction, Jerome Cady’s yarn 
emerged as taut, swift-paced fare. 
Topnotch continuity was authored by 
Zanuck ander nom-de-plume of Mel- 
ville Crossman. 

The story is about eight captured 
American flyers on ‘trial before a 
Jap civil court on a murder rap, 
charged with purposely bombing and 
machine-gunning Jap civilians. Pro- 
tests by Lieut. Wayne Greenbaum 
(Sam Levene) that civil courts have 
no jurisdiction over military pris- 
oners and that the proceedings con- 
stitute a violation of the Geneva Con- 
vention are ignored. Action takes 
place mainly in the Jap courtroom, 
with war correspondents from Axis 
nations only admitted. 

The lying testimony of a traitorous 
Chinese official, working with the 
Japs. is the flimsy basis upon which 
the Jan prosecution hangs the charge 
that the flyers gloried in bombing 
hospitals and schools. A phoney film, 
made during an air raid practise 
drill in a Jap city, is another bit of 
evidence used in the attempt to prove 
the men guilty. 

On the whole. however, the crux 
of the situation lies in the bitter ha- 
tred and intense jealousy between 
the Jap army and navy leaders, each 
trying to place the blame for the 
bombing on the other. General Ito 
Mitsubi (Richard Loo) tries to prove 
that the bombers took off from an 
aircraft carrier, and thus must have 
penetrated the supposedly impregna- 
le Jap navy defenses. Admiral 
Yamgichi (Key Chang) contends that 


the bombers, berause of their size, 
could not possibly have taken off 


from even the largest aircraft car- 


rier in existence. Sitting in judg- 
ment is Mitsuru Toyama, sinister, 


powerful political figure. head of the 
Black Dragon Society,* who ranks 
both military leaders. 

Tne Americans are given the 
choice of telling where they came 
from and being sent to a regular 
prisoners’ camp or facing torture and 
eventual death. One by one the men 
are beaten and maimed. But no con- 
fession is forthcoming and the men 
are marched to their doom. Earlier, 
durjng the procecdings, word is re- 
ceived in the courtroom fhat:Gor- 


ill | head 


have | 


COSe | 


regidor has fallen. The scene w here 
the puppet-like Jap soldier manni- 
| kins and the austere judges suddenly 
go into a fierce, aboriginal dance to 
ithe accompaniment of loud shrieks 
of “banzai’ is but another grucsome 
and effective reminder of the sub- 
human quality of the enemy. 
Outstanding among Oriental 
performers are Pcter Chang, in a 
| sock interpretation of the hars’- 
| voiced Black Dragon society head: 
| Richard Loo, as the oily, dangerous 
of the Jap military 
| Army Intelligence; Key Chang, as 
| the suave, supercilious chief of naval 
| intelligence. 
Dana Andrews 
lent performance as the leader of the 
American group, with other topnotch 
| characterizations by Charles 
| Richard Conte, John Craven, Conald 


the 


turns in an excei- 


. 
staff and | 


Russell, | 


i Barry, Kevin O'Shea, Sam Levene | 
| and Farley Granger. Nori. 
-~ 
See Here. Private 
Hargrave 
(ONE SONG) 
| Me ‘ ele ase ire i ht produce 
lt \\ \ | 
i ni ove ‘ 
liter, bb. H Yew 
ork it } ny iat 
| MINS, 
Private H ove ' \ 
Carol Ho \ 1) | 
Privat Ix Wont 
M Hollid ' Ben 
Griffith Ray Collis 
Mi Holliday Marta Linden 
Uncle Georme...... ..Cirant Mitchell 
| General Dillon........ ling 
Sergeant Heldon 
Private Burk. Win il Phillips 
Cuptain Manville........ Doushis Fowles 


“See Here, Private Hargrove,” de- 
|} spite the military 
pleasant. exhilaratsag, sentimental 
comedy which wi!l ring up healthy 
grosses in the keys and all the way 
up and down the line. 

| Based on Marion Hargrove's book 
_of the same title, this autobiog com- 
bines surefire 
|} sprightly dialog, corking comedy 
, Situations, a smartly handled roman- 
j tic motif, with pointed though in- 
| offensive joshing about army life (in 
ithe early phases following induc- 
| tion) as the underlying base. 
Director Wesley Ruggles, working 
from Harry Kurnitz’s finely-textured 
continuity, set and maintainéd a fast 
pace throughout. The book. of course, 
was a find and the cost of the film 
rights reasonable because the pur- 
| chase was made long before the Har- 
| grove piece hit the bookstalls and 
| the best-seller class. 

| Robert Walker chalks up another 
| impressive score as a romantic lead 
in this picture but Donna Reed, pho- 
| tographing like the proverbial mil- 


connotation, is | 


ingredients as 


lion, is the topper. Under unusually | 


|clever camera treatment Miss Reed 
| registers stunningty both for appear- 
}ance and delivery. She’s missed when 
not in action. As a team the couple 
appear in a few all too brief roman- 
tic interludes which are the high- 
lights of the picture. The scenes are 
skilfully played for laughs as well 
as love interest. And this relatively 
subordinate phase of the yarn is 
conveyed with a poignancy which 
; Will leave audiences hankering for 
| more. 

“Hargrove” is the story of an awk- 
ward cub reporter, alternately the 
joy and bane of his editor’s exist- 
ence, who carries his ineptitude into 
the Army. His witless blunders 
|} lead him to K.P. regularly. usually 
scrubbing metal ashcans. He sells a 
share in his literary career to Keenan 
Wynn and two other Army buddies 
for the loan of enough money to go 
to New York to see his girl on his 
furlough. 

Wynn, as a petty chiseler who 
conducts a private loan business 
among his acquaintances, clicks 
easily in a nifty comedy character- 
ization. Only serious thought intro- 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Purple Heart” 
Stirring drama dealing wiih fate 
of captured U. S. airmen who 


bombed Tokyo. Strom. b.o. 
“See Here Private Hargrove” 
(M-G). Sentimental romantic 
comedy with Army background, 

Suretire boxoffice. 
“Curse of the Cat 
(RKO). Simone Simon, Kent 
Smith in alleged horrific film 
that never jells; for lesser duals, 
“Klondike Kate” (Songs) 

(Col). A weak “B.” 
“Pride of the Plains” 
Good western for duals suppor’. 
“Million Dollar Kid" (Mono). 
“East Side Kids” turn righteous 

in this one: dualer. 
“Nabonga” (PRC). Jungle film 
offers exploitation possibilities for 
the duals, 

“Que Hombre Tan Simpatico’ 
(Mundiales). Entertaing Spanish 


People” 


Rep ) 


beth Russell, builds into the slight 
horrific angle of film, resulting in the 
best episodes in the production, 

Miss Simon, appearing as the spirit 
of the dead mother, does almost a bit, 


1a silly characterization. Smith walks 


through the father portrayal. Jane 
Randolph, as his wife, is so-so. Miss 
Dean does as much as possible, under 
the eircumstances, in the half-crazed 
role, while Elizabeth Russell is 
standout as her disowned daughter 
though given small opportunity. Ann 
Carter does alright as the dream 
world kid, but probably wondered 
what all the fuss was about. Eve 


| March heads the support. 


Jirection of Gunther V. Fritsch 


*and Robert Wise is uneven, but suf- 


musical, limited to Latin audi- 
ences. 
duced is when Wynn persuades | 


Walker to apply for a transfer from 
combat duiyv to an office chore in the 
Army and they incur the displeasure 
of the other two members of the 
friendly quartet, 
minute transfer back into the combat 
Robert Benchley is in for a 
but effective bit as the girl's 


init. 
small 
father. 
While this is a picture with a war- 
time background, it is not a combat 
story and comes strictly under the 
heading of escapist entertainment. 
Production standards are first rate 
all the way. with an extra nod rated 
by the camera for its handling of 
Miss Reed. There’s one song. 
pop “In My Arms,” by Frank Loes- 
ser and Ted Grouya. Mori. 


Curse of the Cat People 

RING) se oof Val Lewten production, 
Features Simone Simon, Kent Smith, Jane 
lL) ted hy Gunther \W Fritsch 
and t Wise. Screenplay by DeWitt 
Bodeen era, Nicholas Musuraca; editor, 
Lt Previewed in N.Y., Feb, 
10, ‘44, Running time, 70 MINS, 
l Simone Simon 
‘) Ine nt 
\} Jane Randolph 
\ \ 
It 
¢ H 
‘ 
j 
Lois 

Made as sequel to the profitable | 
“Cat People,’ this is highly disap- | ! 


pointing because it fails to measure 
up as a horrific opus. Even though 
having the same principals as in the 
original “Cat” chiller, this is such 


an impossible lightweight that if will | : 


have trouble even on the lower half 
of twin bills. Chief trouble seems to 


| be the over-supply of palaver and 


| the Cat People,” 


concern about a cute, but annoying, 
child. 

Two directors worked on “Curse of 
suggesting produ@® 
tion headaches. Pair has turned out 
a strange cinema stew that is apt to 
make audiences laugh at the wrong 
scenes. Many episodes are unbeliev- 
ably bad, with hardly anything hap- 
pening in the first three reels. 

Plot has the offspring of the first 
wife of a naval architect, Keiit 
Smith, apparently suffering from the 
same supernatural beliefs 
brought the death of the child’s 
mother. Yarn tries to show the child 
living in a dream world and imagin- 
ing she is playing with her mother, 
Simone Simon. Youngster’s visit to 
a supposedly haunted house where a 
half-crazed character actress, Julia 
Dean, lives with her daughter, Eliza- 


A two-fisted plea for 


ary, “The Negro Soldier,’ made #by 
the War Department under the su- 
pervision of Col. Frank Capra. It 


areas where inter-racial outbreaks 
have been common. 

Plans are now underway to ex- 
hibit the picture at theatres through- 
out the nation, backed by the film 
industry’s War Activities Committee. 
Production was handled by a crew of 
14 U. S. Army technicians and Carl- 
ton Moss, Negro author, who scripted 
and plays the leading role of the 
pastor. Group visited more than 30 
camps and reportedly took two years 
to complete the picture. 
of the title firstly 


phases subject, 


earn its place in the American way 
of life, and, secondly, deals with the 
Negro soldier and WAC. The docu- 
mentary should receive more than 
cursory attention from regular film 
audiences. 

Facts are presented 


about the 


‘Negro Soldier’ Documentary Makes 
Stirring Plea for Racial Tolerance 


. tolerance, | the role of the Negro soldier, from 
; told simply, honestly and conscien- | Crispus Attucks, mulatto hero of the 
| tiously, is the 42-minute document- ; Boston Massacre in 1770, to Robert 


Brooks, first American soldier to die 
in World War II. 


| Men at Lexington and Concord dur- 


presents a message that should reach | 
every theatregoer, especially in those | 


| 
| 


“The Negro Soldier” reveals two | 


showing what the race has done to! 


| 
| 


' tals, 


that | 


The Negro Minute | 


They effect a last- | 


the | 


| Savage, 


ing the Revolutionary War—Peter 
Salem, who fought at Bunker Hill: | 


Prince Whipple, who was with Wash- 
ington when he crossed the Dela- 
ware, and the hundreds of other 
Negroes who shared the hardships of 
Valley Forge—are screened vividly. 
In dramatic sequence the film tells 
of the Negro sailors who were with 


Perry at* Lake Erie; soldiers who 
fought with Stonewall Jackson at 


New Orleans, and it also dwells on 
the Mass. 54th Regiment of volun- 
teers in the Civil War. It follows 
Negro fighters through the Spanish- 
American conflict and World War I. 

But the main part of “The Negro 
Soldier” deals with his activities in 
the present conflict. An enlisted man 
is picked up and followed through 
basic training, additional fundamen- 
and through actual combat. 


These scenes, and those showing 


| Negro WACs in training, will drive 


j 


Negro that are not generally known | than 
to the average person. , Pertinently, | Army cameras, ae 


home the picture’s message harder 
anything else caught by the 


fered from a lukewarm script. 
Wear, 


Klondike Kate 


(SONGS) 
Columbia release living Briskin= pro- 
that Sturs Ann Savage Neal, 
Glenda Farrel ures Constance Worth, 
Lester Allen, Sheldon Leonard, Directed by 
William Casth Screenplay, (Coates 
Welst from story by Webster and 
tom Brae Musical directs Slo- 
tf; senes, Revel and Paul Web- | 
ste o Niel Mioksen ‘ net Jolin 
Stumar, At Brooklivn box Feb, 18, 14 
Running tine, 64 MINS, 
Kathleen eh Ann Savage 
Jeffers: B Nenul 
.. Constance Worth 
Sometime Sheldon Leonard 
Duster Dan Lut Allon 
Judge Cro George Cleveland 
tieorge 
Piano Playet 


is an unentertain- 
patterns that 


“Klondike Kate” 
ing porridge of idea 
never jell. A weak “B. 

The contemplated lynching by a 
mob of a man under suspicion of 
murder is iust forgotten: the Great 
Northern Hotel burns down conveni- 
ently so that neither the man who 
bought the-place from a conniving 
manager, the gambler who wins it at 


the turn of a card, nor the girl who | 


claim it 
Screen- 


comes to the Klondike to 
as her inheritance, win out. 
play by M. Coates Webster, from a 
story by Webster and Houston 
Branch, is neither logical nor worth- 
while 

Acting. direction, and the produc- 
tion itself, are done tongue-in-cheek 
with an apparent attitude, of, “We'll 
be glad when we get this one in the 
can.” Several songs are sung and 
dances staged which also are not out- 
worth recalling. Ann 
Glenda Farrell and Tom 
Neal, as well as the supporting ac- 
tors, are stumped by the illogical 
script throughout. Sten. 


standing or 


Pride of the Plains 


Repu release o Louis Grav } luce 
tion Stars Bob) Livingston nad Smiley 
Burnette Dive dobby Wallace Sereen- 
} John Ix Butler nad Boh Williams, 
rem vy by Oliver Drak ean i, John 
MacBurnie: editor, Chirles Craft At New 
York, N. Y¥ veek Feb. 1¢ “H4, dualed 
Running tim 55 MINS 
Johnny Revere....... Bob Livingston 
Fred Milhouse Sinilevy Burnette 
Joan Bradford........ Naney Gay 
Kenny Revere Stephen clay 
Hurles Ine i MacDonald 
Grant Charl Mille: 
Snvd Kent Duncan 


Differing in some respects from the 


garden variety of buckskin fare. 
“Pride of the Plains” will reap biz 
on the duals commensurate with 


popularity of its stars, Bob Living- 
ston and Smiley Burnette. Latter’s 
comic rep as erstwhile screen side- 
kick of Gene Autry continues to 
‘staid good stead on the 
marquee front. 

Yarn concerns efforts of the heavy 
to repeal protectorate law governing 
wild horse site, idea being to then 
step in and slaughter horses for il- 
legal gain through the usual devious 
scheming. But Livingston and Bur- 
nette expose the setup. 


Cast is uniformly good, with Nancy | 


Gay, in particular, lending credence 
to an unconvincing role. 
work better than average. 


Million Dollar Kid 


Monogram 


release of Sam } 


Katzman-Jack 
Hluntz 
nedict, 
Iris Adrian, 


Dietz production, Stars 
IHfall; featu 


Louise Currie 


Leo Gorcey 
Dell, Billy B 
Noah Beery, 


es Gabriel 


Directed by Wallace Fox. Story and screen- 
Play, Frank Young editor, Carl Pierson; 
j camera, Marcel Le! Picard, At. Brooklyn 
Strand, week Feh, 18, Running time 
66 MINS 

Muges Leo Gorcey 
Glimpy...... Iluntz Hall 
Skinny...ee. .Billy Benedict 
Cort Herbert Heyes 
MPeVill. Robert Greig 
Roy... shes Johnn Duncan 
Andre Dupree Stanley Brown 
Mrs. McGinnis........ Mart Gordon 


Monogram’s “East Side Kids” turn 
to the side of righteousness in their 
latest opus, giving an otherwise run- 
of-the-mill picture a fairly diverting 
twist. But despite good direction by 
Wallace Fox, “Million Dollar Kid” 
will wind up on the lower rung in 
dual houses. 

Leo Gorcey. Huntz Hall and their 
cohorts rescue a wealthy man from a 
group of ruffians. He invites them 
to his home, where he explains that 
his son has become wayward. The 
boys decide to rid the neighborhood 
of the ruffians, and find that the 
wealthy gent’s son is one of the lat- 


Camera | 


brother of the wealthy youth has 
been killed in action, causing the 
father to become ill. The “East Side 
Kids” find the young man, bring him 
; to his senses and impart the news 
of his brother’s death. They 
out the gang, and the rich 

absolved from any crimes the 
| may have committed. 

Gorcey, Hall, Billy Benedict and 
Gabriel Dell, who have been playing 
|these rough-and-tough roles for 
| years, will please those who go for 
| this type of film fare. Rest of the 
cast, including Noah Beery, Sr., Louis 
| Currie and Iris Adrian run through 
| their roles in convincing fashion. 


clean 
lad 1S 


gang 


Sten, 
Nabonga 

PRC relense of Sigmund Neuf: 
duction, Stars Buster Crabhe: featu Bare 

ton MacLane, Fifi D’Orsay and Ju ! 
don. *Directed by Sam Neutield Original 

story and sereenplay, Fred) Myton ‘ 
Robert Cline; editor, Holbrook N. ‘Tad \t 
| New York, N. Y., week Feb. 16, ‘44, 
| Running time, 72 MINS, : 
Ray Gorman.. eee Buster Crabhe 
Doreen Stockwell........ Julie 
Tobo... Mein lhe 
| Doreen es kie Newfield 


| Gorilla 
PRC incorporates all the familiar 
Edgar Rice Burroughs elements jn 
| “Nabonga,” title purportedly being a 
| native translation of “gorilla.” 
| for dual support. Film’s exploitation 
| possibilities should help. 
Gossamer story deals with an em- 
| bezzler who planes out of New York 
with his daughter and a cargo of se- 
curities and jewels. Plane crashes 
jin the Belgian Congo, where em- 
| bezzler and pilot are wiped out, child 
| surviving after befriending a wound- 
| ed ape (Nabonga), who assumes pro- 
| tectorate over her as she grows into 
womanhood, 
Picture Jumps ahead several vears 
;}and shows Buster Crabbe searching 
| the Congo for the stolen booty, and 
| tangling with Barton MacLane. 
Acting throughout is wooden and 
never rises above story. Julie Lon- 
| don, in her first film, hasn’t much to 
do except slink around in a modified 
sarong and mouth occasional 
phrase in pidgin English. Photog- 
raphy and direction get by. 


Que Hombre Tan 


Simpatico! 
(“What a Charming Fellow") 

| (SONGS) 
Mundiatles lease of Diar S. de 

Soler; feature Glork Matin, 1 i De 

Castejon, Rafae Banqu Mer Viedel 
| Directed by Mer i i | 
| At Belmont, N. opening rel 
|} 18, "44 Running time, 100 MENS, 
Amable Corceuera... do 
Fanny Jiminez....... Glovia M n 
| Dona Blanca... t Dee ejon 

| Feito... Mianue Mevel 
| (In Spanish; no English titles) 
| Acting and directing ot Fernando 


| Soler helps make this an entertain- 
| ing, if verbose, musical of Mexican 
}genre. All-Spanish dialog will limit 
audiences to followers of the espanol 
| school, but b.o. should make for bet- 
| ter than even break in those situ- 
ations, 
| Musical is built around incident in 
| the life of roue bachelor (Soler) who 
| sponges on medical student for live- 
lihood in return for getting him out 
| of series of jams. Stude, who is sup- 
ported by rich uncle, makes a play 
for more dough by telling the old 
ind —and 
thus complicated situation follows. 
Film could do with wholesale snip- 
ping, but never approaches the tire- 
some stage. All parts are well done, 
with Soler standing out in a well- 
rounded characterization. Music is 
catchy and camera work is generally 
| above par. 


ODT 


Continued from page 1 
turned down. The rails claimed 
that nearly 150,000 civilians were 
trying to get accommodations out of 
Florida via Pullman. 

The all-coach trains which ODT 
will permit the railroads to assemble 
empty in Florida are being gotten 
together from various parts of the 
south. They are old and strictly 
uncomfortable. Some of the cars, it 
is reported, are so ancient that they 
have not been put into service de- 
| spite the great shortage of railroad 
cars at present. Which that 
}many a millionaire will be coming 
| home on a flat-wheeled rattler that 
Saw service 40 years ago. 

What has complicated things still 
further was a rule recently adopted 
by the American Assn. of Railroads. 
Under it the roads will not accept 
reservations made more than 30 days 
in advance. Therefore, many went 
to Florida and expected to take pot 
luck on return reservations—and pot 
luck has been very, very bad. The 
railroads have been giving all un- 
reserved space out of Florida to mil- 
itary men On leave, it was said, since 
members of the armed forces only 
get 10 to 20-day furloughs and must 
then return to duty. 

There is no word here on what 
the current situation has meant to 
the new racket of speculating in 


means 


ter, Word arrives that, the . twin railroad ,.yeseryations. 


Okay. 
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Fils Share in London Theatre 
Boom; Eyre, Johnny New Big Hits, 
‘Army, Bell Pace Long-Run Champs 


London, Feb. 3. | 

West End film houses are sharing | 
in the legit theatres’ current boom. 
Idea prevalent that only escapist or 
laugh films are popular is not entire- 
ly substantiated by current lineup on 
the West End. 

Par’s “Bell Tolls,” at the Carlton, 
has been packin’ ’em in twice daily 
since opening about two months ago. 
“Jane Eyre” (20th), at Odeon, is an- 
other that’s been a hefty grosser, 
now in sixth week. “St, Demetric” 
(Ealing), an outright war picture, has 
justified its six weeks’ stay at the 
Regal. 

Of course, the comedy production 
is still the big moneymaker. Latest 
entry is “Johnny Vagabond” (UA), 
(“Johnny Come Lately” in U. S.), at 
London Pavilion. It was mildly re- 
ceived by crix, but looks solid box- 
office with the troops as well as lo- 
cals going for James Cagney. War- 
ner’s “This Is Army,” although in 
seventh week, is still drawing lines. 

(Estimated Grosses, $4 to pound) 


Carlten (Par)—‘“Bell Tolls” (Par) 
(9th wk). At two sessions daily, it’s 
topping best coin the house has done 
in years. Doing steady $12,800 week- 
ly, varying little from week to week. 
Goes for 10 weeks’ run at key cities, 
and opens for entire Odeon circuit 
early in April. But that will not in- 
terfere with Carlton run, where it is 
in indefinitely. 

Empire (Mctro)—‘“Lost Angel” (M- 
G) (2d wk). This one, although 
lacking star value, has caught on, 
playing two good weeks, at around 
$18,000 first week. with second stanza 
only slightly off this. Metro credited | 
with a find in Margaret O’Brien. “AS | 
Thousands Cheer” (M-G), following. | 
in for two to three weeks, then “Ma- | 
dame Curie” (M-G). Latter 
gets gala preem, with proceeds to| 
Madge Curie hospital. 

Gaumont (GB)—"Girls He Left | 
Behind” (20th) (2d wk). Clicked to} 
over $14,000 first week, with second 
expected to top $12,000, very good, 
considering film is day-date with | 
Marble Arch Pavilion (GB). May | 
stay five weeks. 

Leicester Square (GB)—“Crazy | 
House” (U) (2d wk). Doing nicely, | 
with first week around $12,000. Cur- 
rent week looks $10,000 or near. Real | 
escapist pix. with Americans proving | 
biggest clientele. Obviously, Olsen | 
and Johnson gaining here following | 
first cffort, “Helzapoppin,” which | 
proved bigger than anticipated. Can 
stay only four weeks, as house is} 
wanted for “Butler's Sister” (U), due | 
around Feb. 18. 

Londen Pavilion (UA)—‘“Johnny | 
Vagabond” (UA). Opened to smash- 
eroo biz, although not favored by 


is still big b.o, First week expected | 


to touch $14,000, at which gait it | 
should continue for at least four 
weeks. .Cagney’s arrival here for 


USO-Camp Shows is figured to help. 

Marble Arch Pavilion (GB)— 
-"Girls Left Behind” (20th) (2d wk’). 
Proving good moneymaker for this 
small capacity house, with first stan- | 
za exceeding $6,500. This week looks 


$5.500 or near. Stays about five | 
weeks, 

New Gallery (GB)—“Sahara” | 
(Col) (2d wk). After five weeks 
day-date at Gaumont and Marble 
Arch Pavilion to hefty biz, it now 


gets third West End run here. First 
week was over $4.800, with second 
expected to better $4.000. Vacating | 
for general release, and being re- 
placed by “Shipbuilders” (British 
National). 

Odeon (Odeon) —‘“Jane Eyre” 
(20th) (6th wk). Real moneymaker 
from start. with big lines daily. Got 
around $24,000 for first few weeks, 
but is now nearer $18,000. Must va- 
cate for “Phantom of Opera” (U) 
“Phantom” in for four weeks’ mini- 
mum. 

Plaza (Par)—“Angels Sing” (Par) 
(3d wk). This one led off strong at 
around $18,000 on first ‘stanza. with 
second around $16,000. Third stanza 
not likely to exceed $15,000. but still 
good Staying fourth week, with 
“Hostages” (Par) to follow, 

Regal (ABPC-Warner)—‘San De- 
metrio” (Ealing) (6th wk). This is 
legitimate holdover. with first week 
topping $12.000, good for house. Sec- | 
ond and third weeks were about $10.- 
000 each, with subsequent stanzas 
averaging around $8,000, but still in 
money. Staying another week, with | 
“Old Oklahoma” (Rep-British Lion) | 
replacing. 

Ritz (Metro)—“Gone With Wind” | 
(M-G) (189th week). 
of ‘em all, with this record exceeding 
anything ever accomplished with one 
Picture anywhere. House is small, 
seating about 400. Picture has 
grossed around $1,000,000, real coin. 
In any language. Has still not ex- | 
hausted itself. Enters its fifth year 
April 20. 

Tivoli (GB)—“Happy Land” (20th) | 
(2d wk). House, after being shut- | 
tered for over two years since blitz 
days, is finding it difficult to catch 
one. This one is ‘liked. First “week | 


This is the ace | 


exceeded $7,800, with this session ex- 
pected to touch $6,500. 


Warner (WB)—‘This Is Army” 
(WB) (7th wk). This one landed 
gobs of advance publicity because 


the Berlin legit show played at Lon- 


don Palladium for four weeks 
to turnaway business. This 
was their only other chance for 


thousands to see “Army,” and they 
are taking full advantage of it. House 
has been mobbed for weeks. It has 
seating capacity of only about 1,800 
and, even at capacity, this means 
$4,000 daily. since first and last per- 
formances (out of five) are not rated 
capacity. Has averaged $22,000 
for weeks, biggest the house has 
done sfMce opened. Understood will 
stay for three more weeks, and not 
likely to fall below $18,000, which 
will still top any of its predecessors 
for such a run here. 


K. C. Warmer, Biz Perks; 
‘Guy Joe’ Sock $19,500, 
‘Lifeboat’ 136, 3 Spots 


Kansas City, Feb. 22. 

Warmer weather after sub-zero 
days is reflected in an upturn at the 
wickets this week. “A Guy Named 
Joe,” single-billed at the Midland, 
is out in front by a big margin. 
“Lifeboat,” day-and-date at the Es- 
quire, Uptown and Fairway, looks 
strong. After a torrid $30,000 for two 


sessions, “No Time for Love” is 
steady in its third stanza at the 
Newman. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire, Uptown and Fairway— 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2.043 and 700; 
40-60)—"“Lifeboat” (20th). Husky 
$13,000." Last week, “Fighting Sea- 
bees” (Rep), torrid $16,000, way over 
expectations. 

Midland (Loew's) (3.500; 35-55)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Sockeroo 
$19,500. Yast week, “Lost Angel” (M- 
G) and “Beautiful But Broke” (Col), 
fancy $13,200, and above hopes. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 40- 
60 )—"“*No Time Love” (Par) (3d wk). 
Trim $9,000 to add to total of $30,000 
for first two rounds. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Spitfire’ (RKO) and = “Aldrich 
Haunts House” (RKO). Moderate 


$10,000. Last week. “Old Acquaint- 
ance” (WB) and “Find Blackmailer” 
(WB) (2d wk), okay $9,000. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 35-50) 
—“Spider Woman” (U) and “Return 
of Vampire” (Col) with vaude. Fair 
$9,500. Last week, “Someone to Re- 
member” (Rep) and Henry Busse 


|}orch on stage, healthy $10,500. 
crix. Obviously, James Cagney name} 


$23,000, Balto’s Best 


Baltimore, Feb. 22. 
Steady trade is being registered all 
around. “A Guy Named Joe” is mop- 
ping up at Loew's Century, and 
nicely combined at the combo Hipp, 
“Nine Girls” and p.a.s of Bobby 


; Sherwood orch and Virginia Weidler, 


is registering a strong response. Two 
openings yesterday (Mon.) brought 
in “Song of Bernadette,” at upped 
prices, to the New, and “Ali Baba 
and Forty Thieves” to Keith's. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 17- 
55)—"Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Socko 
$23,000. Last week, “Cry Havoc” 
(M-G), disappointed with $12,300. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
17-66)—“‘Nine Girls” (Col) plus 
30bby Sherwood orch and Virginia 
Weidler on stage. Nicely combined 
for strong  $21.000. Last week, 
“Around World” (RKO) and Jan 
Savitt orch, good $17.800. 
Keith's (Schanberger) 
55)—"Ali Baba” 


(2.460: 17- 
(U). Opened yester- 
day (Mon.) after second round of 
“Gung Ho” (U) which continued 
strong at $13,500 

Maryland (Hicks) 
“Saludos Amigos” (RKO) and 
“Gildersleeve’s Bad Day” (RKO). 
Combinatfon bettering average trade 
at $5,500. Last week, “Leopard Man” 
(RKO), mild $3,800. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 25-50)— 
“Something About Soldier” (Col). 
Drawing fairish response at possible 
$4.000. Last weck. “Sultan’s Daugh- 
ter” (Indie), mild $3,900. 


(1,240: 25-50)— 


New (Mechanic) (1,680; 55-$1.10) 
|—"“Bernadette” (20th). Opened Mon- 
day (21). » Last week, “Lifeboat” 
(20th3 (2d wk), okay at $6,200 at 
usual 17c-55c scale. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 20-60)— 
“Desert Song” (WB) (3d wk). Last 


minute decision to continue presaging 
possible $11.000 after nice-going 
second sesh to $15,700. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,480; 17- 
55)—"Cry Havoc” (M-G) (move- 
over). Getting some overflow from 
downstairs Century with possible 
$3,500. Last week. similar handling 
of “Song Russia” (M-G), better-than- 
average $5,600. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Feb. 24 


Astor — “Lifeboat” (20th) (7th 
week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” 
Capitel—“Song of Russia” 
G) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety”? Dec. 29) 
Criterion — “Standing Room 
Only” (Par) (22). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 5) 
Globe—“The Uninvited” (Par) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” 5) 
Holly wood—‘“Passage to Mar- 
seille” (WB) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 16) 
Music Hall—‘Jane Eyre” (20th) 
(4th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 2) 
Palace—"Action Arabia” 
(RKO) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 16) 
Paramount—*Lady in the Dark” 
(Par) (22). 
(Reviewed in “Variety”? Feb. 16) 
Rialto — “Calling Dr. Death” 
(U) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 15) 
Rivoli—“Song of Bernadette” 
(20th) (5th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 22) 
Roxy—‘The Sullivans” (20th) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 9) 
Strand—‘In Our Time” (WB) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 2) 


19) 
(M- 


Jan. 


Jan. 


in 


— 


Guy Joe’ Gian 
Cleve. Tops 


Cleveland, Feb. 22. 

Digging their way out of a five-day 
snowstorm, deluxers are now getting 
back to a more normal stride. 
“Lodger” looks solid, with extra 
push at Palace from Beatrice Kay 
and Grace McDonald on stage. But | 
State’s “A Guy Named Joe” is the | 
real winner, with terrific week in 
prospect. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-55)—“Ali 
Baba” (U) (2d wk). Torrid $8,000 on 
moveover. Last week, “Sahara” 
(Col) (2d wk), satisfactory at $6,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-55)— 
“North Star’ (RKO). Lukewarm | 
notices and not drawing so well at 
$18,000 or near. Last week, “Ali 
Baba” (U), smash $20,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800: 35-55 )—‘Sa- 
hara” (Col) (3d wk). Fine $3,000 on 
moveover. Last week, “Gang’s Here” 
(20th) (3d wk), frozen by blizzard; 
hence $1,800 not so bad. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 40-60)—“Lost 


Angel” (M-G) (3d wk). More robust | 
than first-runners, with $7,500. Last 
week, “Women in Bondage” (Mono) 


(9d wk, good 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-85)—| 
“Lodger” (20th) plus Beatrice Kay, | 
Grace McDonald, D’Artega orch on | 
stage. Shaping up to robust $26,000. | 
Last week, “Doctor's Strangest Case” 
(Col) with Andrews Sisters and | 
Mitchell Ayres orch on stage, a bit | 


frost-bitten by storm, but still okay | 
with $20,000. 


State (Loew’s) (3.450: 35-55)—j 
“Guy Named Joe’ (M-G). Terrific 
$27,000. Last week, “Song Russia” 
(M-G), tumbled to thin $15.500. | 

Stillman (Loew's) (2.700; 35-55)— | 
“Song Russia” (M-G) (2d wk). Nice | 
$8.000. Last week, “Lost Angel” (M- 


G) (2d wk), about same. 


B’way Booms Again; ‘Passage Record 


At $53,000, Uninvited’ Wham $30,900, 


‘Arabia’ 296, OK, 


Enjoying a strong weekend, with | 
and 


good 
yesterday 


also very 
birthday 


Monday (21) 
Washington's 


Eyre 1106, 3d, Hot 


but good at $29,000 or thereabouts. 
Holds. Last week, second for “3 Rus- 
sian Girls” (UA) over $16,000, not so 


(Tuesday) as added hypo, Broadway | good. 


theatres will score a high total this 
week. They will do around $669,000, 
from indications. The fact that a lot 
of kids were out of schoo] Monday 
(21) helped considerably that day. 

A major opening yesterday 
day) was “Lady in the Dark” at the 
Paramount, with Xavier 


the stage Opening at 8:30 a. m. and 
with the house scaled from 99c to 
$1.25, theatre is shooting for a new 
all-time high on the week. Theatre 
put up the most elaborate and cost- 
liest house front it has ever had. Par 
has “Lady” penciled for 10 weeks, 
while Cugat and others in person 
have been booked for three weeks 
with options ranging to a total of 
10. Another opening yesterday 
(Tuesday) to catch the holiday trade 
was “Standing Room Only,” which | 
came into the Criterion. 


Among new arrivals during the 
past week was “Passage to Mar- 
seille.”” a whale of a hit at the Hol- 
lywood. On the first seven days 
through yesterday (Tuesday) it hit 
$53.000 to establish a new high for 
the house. Another that’s doing very 
big is “The Uninvited.” It opened 
at the medium-sized Globe Saturday 
(19) and looks close to wham $30,000. 
“Action in Arabia” arrived at Pal- 
ace Friday (18), and while short of 
terrific at $29,000 or thereabouts, 
this still represents a good take. 
State, on first-run with “Phantom 
Lady,” plus Louis Prima orch, is 
pushing to an excellent $35,000. 

Holdovers rate @rom strong to 
socko. At the Music Hall “Jane 
Eyre,” now in third week, should see 
$110,000 or over, immense, beating 
the prior week’s gross. Also taking 
a big leap is “Bernadette,” which 
ended its fourth week at the Rivoli 
last night (Tuesday) at $60,000. Roxy 
likewise. has quickened its pace. 
Playing “The Sullivans,’ with Mar- 
tha Raye, Rosario and Antonio, oth- 
ers, it wound up the second frame 
last night (Tuesday) at a strong $93.,- | 
000, as against 72,000 the initial 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew's) (1.140; 55-$1.10)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) (7th wk). With 


—‘Lady 


(Tues- 
‘fashion. Final six days on fifth week 


Cugat'’s | 
band, Dean Murphy and others on | 


aid of Washington's birthday yester- 
day (Tuesday), sixth week through 
that day went to nice $25,000; pre- 
vious round was $22,000. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 35-$1.10)— 
“Song Russia” (M-G) and Lionel 


Mills Bros. and Pops and Louie (2d 
wk). Holding up stoutly, on first 
holdover session should strike $72,000 
or in that vicinity, swell: last week 
(Ist) went to $68,000. Remains on 
further, 

Criterion (Loews) (1,700; 35-$1.25) 
—“Standing Room Only” (Par) 
moved in here yesterday (Tuesday) 
after four smash weeks with “Gung 
Ho” last beine hig 090 
third was great $30,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1.416; 35-85)— 
“Uninvited” (Par). Opened power- 
fully Saturday (19) and looks to hit 
big $30,000 or near on first 
holding. 
Are Children?” 

Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 44-$1.25) 
—‘Passage to Marseille’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Hitting a breakneck pace here. 
first seven days through last night 
(Tuesday) went to $53,000 to estab- 
lish new all-time high for 
Final five days on ninth week of 
“Desert Song” (WB). light $8,500. 

Palace (RKO) (1.700: 35-$1.10) 
“Action in Arabia” (RKO). Not sock 


Russia’ NSH. $75,000 in OK Frisco: 


‘Comrade - Nighties Fine 236, 3d Wk. 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. | 
Holdovers dominate first-runs this 
week. “Song of Russia,” one of few 


newcomers, is under par at the Fox. | 
“Tender Comrade” plus “Gay Night-} 
ies’ unit is still strong in third week. | 
Vincent Romo’s stage show is also} 
tops at $32,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (FWC) (5.000; 55-75)—‘Song | 
of Russia” (M-G) and “This Wash-| 


ington” (M-G). Looks mild $25,000. | 
Last week, “Lifeboat” (20th) and | 
“Chan Secret Service” (Mono) (2d 


wk), good $25,000. 
Paramount (FWC) (2.470: 55-75)—} 
“Madame Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Wow $27.000. Last week, terrific 
$31.500 to lead downtowners. 
St. Francis (FWC) (1,475: 55-75)— 


“Desert Song” (WB) and “Aldrich, 
Boy Scout” (Par) (3d wk). Satis- 
factory $14,000. Last week, second 
week of extended first run here, 
tremendous $17,500. 

Warfield (F WC) (2.630; 55-75)-- 


“Frisco Kid” (WB) and stage 
“Footlight Follies” with V 
Romo. Three Swifts, 
$32,000. Last week, “Women in 
Bondage” (Mono) and stage show 
“Hell-uva Time,” socko $27.000. 
State (FWC) (2.160:55-75 )—"Life- 


how 
neent 


others. Giant 


boat” (20th) and “Chan Secret Serv- | 


ice” (Mono). Big $14,000 at this ex-| 
tended run spot. Last week, “No 
Time Love” (Par) and “Good Fel- 


lows” (Par) (3d wk), fast $10,000. 

Golder Gate (RKO) (2,850: 55-75) 
—*Tender Comrade” (RKO) with 
stage show, Harry Howard's 
Nighties” unit (3d wk). Fine $23,000. 
Last week, big $26.000. 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400: 60- | 


75)—“Flesh and Fantasy” (U) (2d 
wk). Solid $15,000. Last week, ex- 


cellent $20,000. 


United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1.- 


100: 60-75)—"Bridge San Luis Rey”) 


(UA) and “Moonlight Vermont” (U) 
(2d wk). Nice $11,000. Last week, 


strong $14,200 ‘for this smratl‘ house. 


| 
Hampton orch, Buck and a 


| 
| 
| 


| the 
while 


week, | 
Last week, fifth for “Where 
(Mono), okay $11,000. | 


house. | 


“Gay | 


Paramount (Par) (3.664; 35-$1.10) 
in Dark” (Par) and, on 
stage, Xavier Cugat, Dean Murphy, 
others. Brought in yesterday (Tues- 
day) day ahead of regular opening 
schedule here and opened in smash 


of “Miracle Morgan's Creek” (Par), 
Johnny Long orch and Hazel Scott, 
hit $62,000, very good, while fourth 
full week was $71,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945; 44-$1.65 Eyre” 
(20th) and stageshow (3d wk). Pull- 
ing very heavily, with tremendous 
$110,000 or over sighted this week 
(3d), beating second’s $102,000 by 
good margin goes a fourth. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-65 )—“Call- 


ing Dr. Death” (U) (2d wk). Fin- 
ished initial stanza at fine $11,500 
and on current holdover’ session 


ought to nab at least $9,000, remain- 
ing third week. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 75-$1.65)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (5th wk). With 
strong weekend and added hypo yes- 
terday (Tuesday), fourth round 
went to $60,000, fifth beginning to- 
day (Wednesday). Third week was 


$47,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 55-$1.10)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) and, in person, 
Martha Raye, Rosario and Antonio, 
others (3d-final wk). Quickened 
pace smartly on second week ended 
last night (Tuesday), hitting very 
stout $93,000. First seven days were 
under hopes at $74,000, but good. 


State (Loew's) (3,450; 35-$1.10'— 
“Phantom Lady” (U) and Louis 
Prima orch, others, on stage. Pic- 


ture here first run and, with aid of 
band, pulling very well; should see 
excellent $35,000 or thereabouts. 
Last week “Curie” (M-G) (2d run) 
and Ed Sullivan with revue on stage, 
near $29,000, good. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-$1.10)—“In 
Our Time” (WB) and Ina Ray Hut- 
ton band, plus Three Stooges (2d 
wk). An extremely fine $55,000 is 
sighted on first holdover frame, 
while initial seven days scored $54,- 
500. Holds further. 

Vietoria (Maurer) (720; 
—“No Greater Love” (Artkino) 
preems here tonight (Wednesday) 
after 16 weeks short of two days, 
with “North Star” (Goldwyn-RKO). 
Concluding five days was good 
$11,000, while 15th week was same. 


55-$1.10) 


‘Town -Monroe 0K, 24G, 
Cincy; ‘Bernadette’ Wow 


206, ‘Comrade’ Big 17G 


Cincinnati, Feb. 22. 
Hefty returns at each of the three 
firstruns are enough to overcome 
sorry trade on holdovers and make 
general score~ solid. Current 
is “Song of Bernadetie.” 
starting a run at the Capitol at 
upped scale. “Tender Comrade” is 
in winning stride at Palace, but reali 
winner is “Fighting Seabees” 

Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO (3,100; 44-85)— 
“Woman of Town” (UA) and Vaughn 


at 


Monroe orch topping vaude layout. 
| All right $24,000. Last week tor 
| “Beautiful But Broke” (Col) plus 
Beatrice Kay, others, on stage, ditto, 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 75-$1.10)— 
| “Song Bernadette” (20th). At upped 
tariff looks dandy $20,000. Favored 
with Saturday (19) start. rare for 
Cincy. Last week, “Curie” (M-G), 


final nine days of 23-day run at 44- 
85 scale, so-so $6,000. 


Family (RKO) (1.000: 25-35)— 
“Arizona Whirlwind” (Mono) and 
“She’s For Me” (U) split with “Tim- 

| ber Queen” (Par) and “Riding West” 
(Col). Steady $2.400. Ditto last week 
on “Raiders Border” (Mono) and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col) divided it! 
“Million Dollar Kid” (Mono) and 
“Nabonga” (PRC). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 35-65)—"Cryv 
Havoc” (M-G). Last five days of 20- 
day run, shortened to permit holi- 


day opening Tuesday (22) of “Snow 
White’ (RKO) revival. Slow $3,000. 
Last week, poor $4.500. 

Keith’s (United) (1,500: 35-65) 
“Lifeboat” (20th). Moveover, 
$4.500. Last week. “Cross Lorraine’ 
(M-G), same. 

Lyric (RKO) 
“Fighting Seabees” 
$10.000 for theatre’s best figure in 
some time. Will hold. Last week, 
“Spider Woman” (U) and “Calling 
Dr. Death” (U). hot $7,500. 


(1.400: 35-65)— 
(Rep). Wham 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-65)— 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO). Big $17.- 
000. Last week, “Lifeboat” (20th), 
fair $11,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 35-65)— 


“Curie” (M-G). Moveover for fourth 
downtown sesh. Mild $3,800. Last 
week, “Gung Ho” (U) (2d run}, okay 


$5:000. 


| | 

| 
| | 

| 

| td 
| | 

a 

| 

| 

I's 

q 

| 

| 
| | : 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 


Wednesday, February 23, 1944 


RED CROSS DRIVE 


MARCH 23 THROUGH MARCH 291 


PATRIOTIC SHOWMEN: 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
‘ 
| | | | 
q 
if 
' 
| — | 
\ 
— 
| 
| 
| 
W | 
<i 4 
| 
if | 
in | 
| 
| | 


Wednesday, February 23, 1944 


with 


DANNY KAYE 


DINAH SHORE DANA ANDREWS 
CONSTANCE DOWLING 
and the gorgeous GOLDWYN GIRLS 


Associate Producer DON HARTMAN : Directed by ELLIOTT NUGENT 
Original Screen Play by Don Hartman, Allen Boretz and Robert Pirosh 
Released Through RKO RADIO PICTURES, INC. 

Songs by Harold Arlen & Ted Koehler — Sylvia Fine & Max Liebman 


© 


BELIEVE US- 
READ 


P, HERALD: 
Danny Kaye clicks withaloud 
ick and establishes himself as 
star in his first picture.” 


VARIETY: 
Picture is fine and will hit. | 
healthy biz and holdovers. 
Danny Kaye definitely star 
material.” 

P. DAILY: 

Real entertainment that will 


please the exhibitor as much as 
his customers.” 


FILM DAILY: 

“Danny Kaye is tremendous in 
his picture bow... An enter- 
tainment bombshell headed for 
fop grosses.” 


BOXOFFICE: 

"Gay, glittering, glamorous... 

It's a long time since filmshave 

witnessed debut ofa more ver- 

_ satile comedian than Danny 

Kaye.” 

SHOWMEN’S TR.REVIEW: 

“4's lavish, stunning, full of 

melody and — most of all — it’s 

hilarious. A guaranteed cure 

for any sour-puss.” 

HOLLYWOOD REPORTER: 
“t's in the bag — and in the 

money... Should write new 

box-office history.” 

HOLLYWOOD VARIETY: 

“Danny Kaye socks with his 

_ brisk, antic, highly personalized 

_ brand of comedy.” 

FILM BULLETIN: 


"Put down Danny Kaye as the 
great comic discovery of recent 


years.” 


RADIO CITY 


~ 


| 
| TETY 13 
| 
: | | 
| 
| | 
| | 
if 
| 
SAMUEL GOLDWYN’S 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
MUSIC HALL 


at healthy $3,000. Last week, “North the Out 
Star” (RKO), on moveover from | ™U€S 
Penn, drab $1,800. Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 30-50)—“Men 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-60)—| on Mind” (PRC) and vaude. A bit 


14 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 23, 1911 


‘Guy Joe’ Tops Pitt, 256; Seabees’ 


Terrif 146, ‘Lifeboat’ High at 13G 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 


“Guv Named Joe” doing the 
the town this week and sure shot to K C ty ¢ 
stay at Penn second week. In com- ey I rosses 
parison, ho wever, “Fighting Seabees” -s 
is doing most ‘as well at smaller Estimated Total Gross 
Fulton, and sticks. too. Picture mre This Week $3,141,400 
— (Based on 24 cities, 188 thea- 
ypening in history. ifeboat™ 3 
brisk start at Harris, and tres, chiefly first runs, including 
should do fine, w hile “Latin Quarter NW. ¥.) 
Revue” is getting “Woman of ihe Total Gross Same Week 
Town” off the nut at Stanley. Hold- eS ee $2,643,200 
overs everywhere else, with “Desert (Based on 25 cities, 170 theatres) 
Song.” at Warner, leading the pack. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulion (Shea) (1,700; _30-60)— ¢ J S h $24, 000 

“Fighting Seabees” (Rep). Had sen- uy oe mas 


‘Miracle’ $25,500, ‘Joe’ 
24G, Both Wow Newark 


Newark, Feb. 22. 
All downtown managers are happy 
this week, with better weather and 
films. “Guy Named Joe.” at State, 
|}and “Morgan's Creek,” at Paramount, 
| look standout. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950; 35-99) 
i ‘Darling Clementine” (Rep) plus 
Charlie Spivak orch on stage. Snappy 
$23. 000. Last week, “Minesweeper” 
(Par) and Shep Fields oe, brisk 
$20,300 and over hopes. 
Branford (WB) (2.800: 20-90) — 
“Desert Song” (WB) and “Moonlight 
Vermont” (U) (2d Bright 
$18.000. Last week, neat $25,300. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400: 35-$1.10) 
—"“Government Girl’ (RKO) and 
“Rookies Burma” Corking 
$27.000. Last week “Tarzan's Desert 
Mystery” (RKO) and “Happy Land” 
(20th), mild $15.000. 
Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| \ 


sational opening. biggest Wednesday 


In Prov.; ‘Happy’ $9,000, 


the house ever had. Looks like at 

least $14.000, terrific. and a ‘ t 

holdover. “Gung Ho!” (U), preced- B ba’ R b 106, od 

ing “Seabees,” in four days of thira a a 0 us | 

week. soared to ton Providence, Feb. 22. 
rris) (2, 4 -60)— 

Controversial Cold weather over the 


did not help biz. Loew’s State is rid- 
ing high with “A Guy Named Joe.” 
RKO Albee holding “Ali Baba” for a 
;second week after a wow initialer. 
Other stands only fair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-50)—“Ali 
Baba” (U) and “Moonlight Vermont” 
(U) (2d wk). Robust $10,000 after 
hitting wow $17,500 in first sesh. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 30-50) 
—'Frisco Kid” (WB) and “Million 
Dollar Baby” (WB) (reissues). Not 
too bad at $3.800. Last week, “Lost 


drama has had considerable buildup 
and cashing in on it. Looks about 
big $13.000. Last week, second of 
“Ali Baba” (U), great $8.500. 

Penn ‘(Loew 's-UA) (3,300; 30-60)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Banging 
out a smash session, and should stay 
a second week. At least $25,000 indi- 
cated, and that’s top dough here in 
last few months. Last week, “Desert 
Song” (WB), just under $18,000. 
okay. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-60)—*Madame 
Curie” (M-G) (4th wk). Moved here 
after fortnight at Warner and a week 
before that at Penn. Holding up well 


on slow side at $6,000. Last week, 
“Mexicali Rose” (Rep) (reissue) and 
vaude on stage, nice $7,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 30-50) — 
“Happy Land” (20th) and “Weekend 
Pass” (U). Fairly steady at $9,000. 
Last week, “Desert Song” (WB) (2d 
wk), so-so $7,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.200; 36- 
59)—"Whispering Footsteps” (Rep) 
and Marcy McGuire heading stage 
show. Slow $5,000 on three-day 
weekend run. Last week, “What a 
Man” (Mono) and Jimmie Lunceford 
orch heading stage show, nice $7,000 
in three days. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 30-50)—“Guy 
Named Joe” (M-G). Single feature 
bill helping this one to wham $24,000. 
Last week, “Cry Havoc” (M-G), 


strong $16,000. 
(2,000; 30-50) 


“Ali Baba” (U) (3d wk). Shifted 
here after two big weeks at Harris, 
Still okay at better than $3,000, 
strong for this out-of-the-way spot. 
Last week, “Lodger” (20th), fourth 
week, near same. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-75)— 
“Woman of Town” (UA) and Latin 
Quarter Revue. Flesh portion takes 
most of credit for nice $19,500. Last 
week, “Cry Havoc” (M-G) and Jerry 
Wald orch plus Phil Regan on stage, 
wow $21,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-60)—‘“Des- 
ert Song” (WB) (2d wk). Moved 
here from Penn. At least $7,500. 
fancy. Last week, third of “Curie” 
(M-G), about $6,500, neat. 


‘ALI BABA’ TERRIF 


135-85) — Creek” (Par). 
| Terrif $25.500 with admission scale 
reverting from top $1. 25 to 85c. Last 
week, fourth stanza “Bell Tolls” 
(Par), fancy $16,000. 

(2,600:  35-85)— 


State ‘Loew’s) 
Joe” ‘(M-G) and 


“Guy Named 
“Beautiful But Broke’ (Col). Sock 


$24.000 and may do a bit better. 
Las t- week, “Cry Havoc” (M-G) and 
“Swing” Fever” (M-G) (2d wk), 


bright $15,000. 


Academy | 


Continued from page 6 
Paramount. Miss Garson was a 
winner last vear and few perform- 
ers ever turn the trick two consecu- 
tive years. 
Runners-Up 

Charles Coburn should receive the 
Oscar for the best performance by 
an actor in a supporting role for his 
splendid performance in Columbia's 
“More the Merrier,” with Charles 
Bickford drawing second place for 
“Bernadette.” Katina Paxinou looks 
like an easy winner in “Bell Tolls” 
for the best performance by an ac- 
tress in a supporting role, with 
Lucile Watson finishing well up in 
“Watch on the Rhine.” Other nomi- 
nees in the two supporting classifica- 
tions are J. Carrol Naish, “Sahara” 
(Col); Claude Rains. “Casablanca” 
(WB): Akim Tamiroff, ‘Bell Tolls” 
(Par); Gladys Cooper, “Bernadette” 
(20th): Paulette Goddard, “So Proud- 
ly We Hail” (Par), and Anne Revere, 


‘Swingtime’- Pin-Up Girls’ 32146, Hub: 
‘Lodger’ 246, Lassie "386, Both 2 Spots 


Boston, Feb. 22. 
“His Butler’s Sister,” on holdover 
at the Memorial, and “Lassie Come 
Home,” day-date at the Loew State 
and Orpheum, look leaders of filmers 
j this week, with biz on upbeat via 
school vacation and good weather 
“The Lodger” is doing great day-date 
at the Paramount and Fen ay. W hile 
“Pin-Up Girls” revue with “Swing- 
ing Johnny” looks wow at the RKO 
Boston. 
Estimates for This Week 
RKO _ Boston (3,200; 44-99)— 
“Swingtime Johnny” (U) plus “Pin- 
Up Girls” revue on stage. Gals al- 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$669,000 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last YWear....:... . . $482,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Ink Spots- Williams And 
Fitzgerald Up ‘World’ 


ways big here, so smash $32,500 looks 
To Boff $25, 000 Mpls. likely, Last week, yovernment 
’ Girl” (RKO) plus Louis Prima orch, 

Minneapolis, Feb. 22. nice $28,000. 

Even 11 below weather can’t keep Fenway (M-P) (1.373: 35-65)— 
‘em away from the Orpheum where | “Lodger” (20th) and “Career Girl" 
the Ink Spots, Ella Fitzgerald and} (PRC). Wham horror number catch- 
Cootie Williams band is lifting | ing fine $7,000. Last week, “Old Ac- 
“Around World” to a sock session, |quaintance” (WB) and “Mine- 


one of biggest in city for weeks. The | sweeper” (Par), okay $5,000. 


only important film newcomer | is Majestic (FE. M. Loew) (1.600: 28- 
“What a Woman,” at the State, which | 65)—Jeannie” (M-G) and “Cowboy 
is strong. Canteen” (Col). Okay $8,500, and 


Estimates for This Week building. Second run here last week. 


Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 44-75)— 

“Calling Butler's Sister” (U) and “Week-End 
Jingle” (U). In for five days, solid Pass” (U) (2d wk). Strong $25,500 


following lush $26,000 first sesh. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 35-65) 
—“Destination Tokyo” (WB) and 
“Aldrich Boy Scout” (Par) (2d wk). 
Yanked after five days at sad $15,000 
following great $27.000 first. “Miracle 
Morgan's Creek” (Par) opens today 
(Tues. ). 

Normandie (Lieberman) (1.300; 35- 
65)—“Jeannie” (M-G) and “Cowboy 
Canteen” (Col). Got off to slow start 
but building after rave notices and 
may touch $10,000. Last week, sec- 
ond run here. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 44-65)— 
“Lassie Come Home” (M-G). Singled 
and drawing lusty $27,000. Last week, 


$2,800. Last week, “Spider Woman” 
(U) and “Swing Blues” ‘Col) split 
with “Klondike Kate” (Col) and 
“Underdog” (PRC), good $3,000 in 
eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1.000: 40-55)— 
“Destination Tokyo” ——. (2d wk). 
Moved here after good week at State. 
Looks like sturdy $7.000. Last week, 
“No Time Love” (Par) (2d wk), fine 
$7,500 atop of bangup $15,500 first 
week, 

Gopher (P-S) (1.000; 35)—“Every- 
body Happy?” (Col). Mild $3,000. 
in prospect. Last week. “Aldrich, 
Boy Scout” (Par), sad $2,500 


“Bernadette.” 
Directing 
For the best achievement in di- 
recting, it looks like anybody's race. 
With several of the studios putiing 


Strand (Silverman) 

| —Fighting Seabees” (Rep). Openec 

$13,000 IN MONT'L Monday (21). Last week, “What a 

4 |Woman” (Col) and “Racket Man” 

Montreal, Feb. 22. | (Col) (2d wk), held up for nice 

Flock of musicals at deluxers cur- | $8500. 
rently, with “Ali Baba” topping the 
town at terrific total. “Riding High” | 


also is strong. ‘Curie’ $20, 000, Desert’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 30- 62)—“Girl | 
Crazy” (M-G) (2d wk). Stout $8,000, 
following handsome $12,000 first sesh. 


Buffalo, Feb. 22. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-62 )— Rid- | Business is smash currently. Pac- 


ine Lak ing the pack is Jimmy Dorsey's band,} The best written screenplay may | 
boosting “Happy Land” to a sock | go to George Seaton for “Berna- | 
WeCK Guadaicanat (20th) and ivial ai tive Duffalo, “Mada Curie”. Geiie tne vest inal reenplay | 
“Sing Jingle’ «(U), $11,600. ne vest oviginal screenplay 
Loew's (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—“Ali | at to Allan Scott for Paramount's “So | 
Baba” (U). Heading for terrif $13.- pe also are heading for grez | Proudly We Hail,” and the best 
600. Last week “Thousands Cheer” | Estimates for This Weew original motion picture story to Wil- 
(M-G) (3d wk), $10,000. | Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-65)—j|liam Saroyan for “The Human | 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-52)—“Tar- | «tiappy Land” (20th) and Jimmy | Comedy. 
_ s De sert dd (RKO) and Dorsey orch on stage. Dorsey combo| Best achievement in art direction 
I | pushing this layout to socko $25,000; may go to “Bernadette” and “Bell 
“wh vast week | or over. Last week, “Lodger” (20th) | Tolls.” It looks like a tilt between 
Brooklyn’ (M-G) and “Aldrich Boy Scout” (Par)|“Bernadette’ and “Casablanca” f 
‘Dr. Gillespie’s Criminal Case” (M- | brisk $15 000 lth hit vac 
G), snappy $7,000. Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-65) | 
Strand (United Amusements) (750: “Madame Curie” (M-G). Terrific|?”27¢ “Lassie Come Home,” “Bell 
7 -45) — “Hands Across Border” | $20,000. Last week, “Song of Russia” | Tolls and “Phantom of the Opera” 
Zep) and : Casanova Burlesque (M-G) and “Doctor's Strangest fighting it out for the color cinema- 
(Rep). Pacing nice $4,000. Last! Case” (Col) (2d wk), grand $13,000. tography Oscar. 
“Smart | Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-65)—| “Bernadette” should cop the honors 
6 } = “Lodger” (20th) and “Aldrich, Boy|for best film editing, with Warners 
pheum (CT) (1,100; 30-60) — | ” (Par). Nice $8.500. Last week.| “Air Force” vetting 
“Around the World” (RKO). May | 2cout ( ar). I ice $8,500. st week, | An orce”’ getting the nod for best 
top $4,500, fine. Last week “Tartu” | oo Time” (WB) (2d wk), okay} achievement in special effects. Best 
(M-G) and “Young Ideas” (M-G),| I afavette (Basil) (3.300: 35-65 Iovate ma mu on picture will be 
average $3.5 petween ZUth's “Coney Island” 
average $3,500. | “None Shall Escape” (Col) (2d wk) | wornerc’ the. 
U SELLING TOO LOW? $8300 six days of holdover. Last | of dramatic or comedy pic- 
week, with “Doughboys Ireland” | ‘Ure a two-horse race be- 
(Col). great $18,000. | tween “Casablanca” and “Bell Tolls.” 
That's What Bill Scully Tells N. sa 20th Century (Ind.) (3,000: 35-65) | “Black Magic.’ “You'll Never 
Indies Seeking Relief | —"Desert Song” (WB) and “Gang-| Know” or “You'd be So Nice to 
: | way Tomorrow” (RKO). Giant $19,- Come Home To” top the song entries. 
Universal is seling its pictures Last week, Fighting Seabees” | “Black Magic’ was introduced in 
too cheaply and is up against stiff | Paramount's “Star Spangled 


(2d wk). trim $8,500. 


competition from other companies, 
it was claimed by William A. Scully, 
Zeneral sales manager for U, at a 
meeting held last week with repre- 
sentatives of the Unaffiliated Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors of N. Y. which 
is seeking relief from all majors for 
members who are in poor shape as 
result of changing conditions. 

The UIE will meet with Abe 


Studies Win Fight To 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
J. W. Buzzell, former pal of Willie 
Bioff. was expelled as a delegate to 


| entries 


196, Both Hot, in Buff. 


Oust Bioff’s Labor Pal 


on campaigns, any one of the five 
has a chance to cop first 
honors. Ernst Lubitsch is drawing a 
lot of applause for 20th-Fox’'s 
“Heaven Can Wait” and might be the 
one. Henry King can’t be overlooked 
for “Bernadette,” but the same can 
be said of Michael Curtiz for “Casa- 
blanca,” Clarence Brown for “The 
Human Comedy,” and 
| Stevens for “More the Merrier.” 
Writing 


| Rhythm” ; lyrics 

Mercer, music by 
“You'll Never Know” 
“Hello, Frisco, Hello” (20th); music 
iby Harry Warren, lyrics by Mack 
Gordon. “You'd Be So Nice to Come 
Home To” is from Columbia's “Some- 
thing to Shout About” (Cole Porter), 
| Metro’s “Yankee Doodle Mouse” 
|looks like a winner in the carioon 


are by Johnny 
Harold Arlen, 
was heard in 


George} 


the Central Labor Council, where he | classification, Paramount's “Am'phibi- 


1 wk), nice $18,000. 
boxoffice performer moved over ues (COl) (& 
from Orpheum. Neat $6,500 indi- |, Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 35- tae ” 
cated. Last week. “North Star” Lodger” (20th) and “Career Girl 
(RKO) (2d wk) pretty good $5,000. (PRC). Very hot $17.000. Last week, 
Orpheum | P-S ) ‘2 800: 40-65 )— : Old Acquaintance (WB) and 
World” (RKO) and Ink “Minesweeper” (Par), so-so $12,000, 
liams orch, others, on stage. Boff a choy Home a Singled for 
stage layout fetching them in. with "Wen Last | week, 
| Inkspots a tremendous draw. Picture BI ic 1) «ad Swing 
| doesn’t rate much. Terrific $25,000 is| Blues’ (Col) (2d wk). nice $7.300. 
| likely. Last week, “Old Oklahoma” | Translux (Translux ) (900; 38-65 )— 
(Rep). big $12,500. | “Return Vampire” (Col) and “Whis- 
State (P-S) 300: 40-55)—"What | Pering Footsteps” (Ren). Horror stuff 
Gama” Gals. Reaching for strong always good for big $8,000 here. Last 
$14,000. Last week, “Destination To- week, “Where Children* (Mono) 
kyo” (WB), robust $12,500. and Danger Woman” (PRC) (3d 
Uptown (Par) (1,100: 30-40)—"Gua- Wk), big $5,500. 
dalcanal Diary” (20th). First neigh- 
borhood showing; healthy $3,600. 


Last week, “Thousands Cheer” (M- 
G), big $4,200. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 40-75)— 
“No Time Love” (Par) (3d wk). 
Moveover going strong at $3,000 pace 


‘Gung Ho’ Loud $30,000, 
Standout in Brooklyn 


Brooklyn, Feb. 22. 


after playing State and Century. Last , ; 
| week, “Tartu” (M-G) (2d wk), mild Strong attendance at all downtown 
| $1.400. deluxers. Loew’s Metropolitan will 
do exceptionally well with “Gung 
iH | Ho,” with terrific total in sight. ‘Des- 
D ft Br d |ert Song” also is in the chips at the 
ra Oards 

Continesd trem pase am | Estimates for This Week 
| for almost two weeks to shove off Albee (RKO) (3.274; 35-75) — 
“Higher Higher” (RKO) and “Action 


| at a moment's notice. It 
only for them to fill 
| tions in the band. This couldn't be 
done and, in addition, deferments for 
several other men were soon to ex- 


remained 


. | Arabia” 
several posi- 


(RKO). Opened yesterday 
(Mon.). Last week, “Butler's Sister” 
(U) and “Rookies Burma’ (RKO), 
great $27,000. 


Fox (Fabian) (4,023: 35-75)—‘Des- 


eee Lawrence Phillips, USO of-|ert Song” (WB) and “Klondike Kate” 
ficial, explained it by pointing out} (Col). Strong $26,000. Last week, 
that as soon as one draft board-| “Destination Tokyo” (WB) and “Girl 
musician situation was ironed out,|Monterey” (PRC) (3d wk), good 
another arose. $17,000. 

Since these big bands employ | ,,Metrepotitan 
specially written arrangements it is, .),@Un8 Ho” (U) and “Phantom 
that thev | Lady (U). Terrific $30,000. Last 

* “eis “| week, “Curie” (M-G) (2d wk), okay 
piement of musicians at all times.| $17,000. 

Lyman several times was asked to go Paramount (Fabian) (4,020; 35-75) 
minus one or two men, but refused, —‘‘Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) 
and the USO agreed with him when]! and “Hands Across Border” (Rep) 
his reasons were explained. (3d wk). Nifty $25,000. Last week, 

Danny Kaye, who was to team on | first-rate $26,000. 
the trip with Leo Durocher, man- Strand (WB) (2.952; 35-75)—‘Pis- 
ager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, was} tol Packin’ Mama” (Rep) and “Mil- 
classified 4F several months ago, | ion Dollar Kid” (Mono). Attractive 
However since army physical $8.000. Last week, “Bell Tolls” «Par) 


(4th wk), with upped prices, brought 


standards have been lowered, draft fast $10,000 


boards all over the country have — —— 

been back 4Fs further 

examination. Durocher’s tr ip also 

had to be cancelled hecnute of Kaye. Now You “ll star 
on Hollywood, Fek. 22. 


dette” and “Bell Tolls” are certain to Paramount upped Barbara Britton 


score in many of the events. anqd!/to co-star billing with Ray Milland 
there is a possibility either might in “Till We Meet Again,” after view- 
make a clean sweep of it as diq|ing the completed film. 


David O. Selznick’s ‘ 
Wind.” 

This year’s annual awards will be 
presented on the stage of the Chinese 
Theatre the night of March 2. The 


Picture offered the youngster her 
first lead role after a number of 
small parts, 


‘Gone With the 


Montague, sales head for Columbia. 
after he returns from the Coast. No 
appointment with Montague has 
been made, meantime. 

The exhib organization, represent- 
ing subsequent runs in the Greater 
N. Y. area, has been highly success- 
ful in obtaining relief from other | 
major companies, 


had recently been ousted as secretary - 
treasurer. Pattern Makers Union, 
which he represents, was ordered to 
select another delegate. 


several studio guilds and locals after 
he had asked the Chicago Labor 
Council to aid Bioff in his attempt to 
‘beat a jail rap for pandering. 


Fight against Buzzell was led by | 


ous Fighters” or 20th’s “Champions 

Carry On” in the one-reel division 
of the short subjects competition, 
and Paramount's “Madri Gras” in 
the two-reel classification. 

With thousands of extras vitally 
interested this vear because of their 
work in the big productions, any 
number of upsets may occur. “Berna- 


affair will be informal, with a ban 
on speeches. Film stars who have 
entertained the soldiers in combat 
zones Overseas will put on part of 
their skits, so other players can see 
first hand how the boys are enter- 
tained by the talent pool collected 
by the Hollywood Victory Commit- 
itee and USO- -Camp Shows, Ine. 


GRIFFIS HOSTS NEWSREELS 
Washington, Feb. 22. 


Newsreel editors from New York 
were luncheon guests today of Stan- 
ton Griffis, head of the OWI domes- 
tic film bureau, 
Healy. 


to meet George 


Healy is the new domestic branch 
OWI chief. 
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T. Dorsey Tilts Racket’ to Record 


$55,000 in Chi: 


Biggest receipts of the week are 
expected to be chalked up by the 
Orientat theatre, house being headed 


for a record-breaking $55,000 with over “estimate, with better 
Tommy Dorsey-Gene Krupa com- | upbeat. 
bination on the stage and “Racket | _.Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 15- 
Man.” Admissions have been tilted | 2?)— Destination Tokyo A (WB). 
slightly for the engagement and six | Strong $11,000. Last week, “Madame 
and seven shows are being given | Curie (M-G), $8,000. ° 
daily to accommodate the crowds. Omaha (Tristates ) (2.000; 15-65) — 
Across the street at the United A Healthy | 
Artists, “Girl Crazy” should hit neat | 9-500. Last week, “Lassie Come 
are the | Home” (M-G) (2d wk) on moveover 


$28,000 and “Desert Song” at the 
Roosevelt looks like strong $32.000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 50-85)— | 
“Jack London” (UA) (2d wk). Fair | 
$7.000. Last week, snug $8,000. } 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 50-85 )—"No 
Time Love” (Par) (8d wk) and Phil | 
Regan heading stage show. Smart | 
$45,000. Last week, sturdy $44,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; © 50-85)— 
“Lodger” (20th) (2d wk) and “City 
Stopped Hitler” (Par). Big $10,500. 
Last week, okay $7,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,150;  40-85»— 
“Butler's Sister’ (U) and “Ghost | 
Ship” (RKO) (4th week in Loop). 
Socko with $9,000. Last week, nice 
$8,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200: 40-95)— | 
“Racket Man” (Col) and Tommy | 
Dorsey orch on stage. Record $55,000 
and unheard of at this spot, terrific. 
Last week, “Career Girl” (PRC) and 
Clyde Lueas orch and Marion Hutton 
on stage, nice $23,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 40-85)— 
“Higher Higher” (RKO) = and 
“Rookies Burma” (RKO). Fine $17,- 
000. Last week, bright $21,000. 

Roosevelt, (B&K) (1.500; 50-85)— | 
“Desert Song” (WB). Strong $32,000. 
Last week, “Destination Tokyo” 
(WB) (4th wk). dandy $15,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-85 )— 
“Curie” (M-G) (5th week). Snappy 


$21,000. Last week, fine $24,000. “Thousands Cheer” (20th) (2d run) 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50-! (94 Wk). Doing better than first 
85)—"Girl Crazy” (M-G). Smooth! week with neat $8,000, Last week, 
$28,000." Last week, “Gang’s Here” |} good $7,800. 
(20th) Gd wk), 5 days and “Girl|  Rovd (WB) (2.500; 35-75)—‘“Jane | 
Crazy” (M-G), 2 days, pleasing | Eyre” (20th). Hefty $27,500. Last 
$12,000. week, “Madame Curie” (M-G) wound | 
Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 50-85)— | up fourth week with solid $15,200. 
“Revenge Zombies’ (Mono) and | ‘Earle (WB) (2,760; 35-85—"Tar- 
“Whispering Footsteps” (Rep).| zan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO) with 
Snappy $18,000. Last week, “Fighting! Shep Fields orch, Mary Healy and 
SeaBees” (Rep) (4th wk), 5 days! variety show on stage. Satisfactory 
and “Zombies” (Mono) and “Foot- | $20,000. Last week. “Heat's On” 
steps” (Rep), 2 days, solid $13,500. (Col) plus James Barton and Tony 


‘Seabees’ Wow $12,000, 
Indpls.; ‘Joe’ Hot 1336, 
‘Lifeboat’ Thin at 106) 


Indianapolis. Feb. 22. 
Biz has thawed out here after last | 
week's blizzard, with most attrac- | 
tions doing correspondingly better at | 
the boxoffice. “A Guy Named Joe” is | 


the hottest article at Loew's, with a! 
holdover likely. “Fighting Seabees” | 


is giving the Circle its best straight | 


film gross of year. Disappointment | 
of the week is “Lifeboat” at the | 
Indiana. All films were hard hit by | 
storm in previous week, | 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 30-50)— 


“Fighting Seabees” (Rep). A sizzling | 
$12,000. Last week, “Lodger” (20th) | 
i “Ghost Ship” (20th), so-so $8,700 


in view of weather. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 30-50) 
—"Lifeboat” (20th) and “Weekend 
Pass” (20th). Tepid $10,000 despite 
good notices. Last week, “Desert 
Song” (20th) and “Rookies in 
Burma” (WB), $10,500. oke consider- | 
ing weather. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,200: 30-55)— 
“Mystery Broadcast” (Rep) with 
“Renfro Valley Barn Dance” on 
Stage. Hillbilly show responsible for 


$6,000 in 
week, thin $3,600 for 
(In 


four-day run. Last 
“Night Terror 


} f+. 


lie) and vaude in same time. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,450; 30-50)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Te ‘rific 
$13.500. House drops nig sht balcony } 
prices effective this week. now 
Stvaight 50c. Holdover 
Last week, “Lost Angel” (M-G) and 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col), fine 
$11,500 despite bad weather breaks. 


Lyrie (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 30-50) 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) and | 
“Voodoo Man” (U). Stout $7,000, } 
first run. Last week, “No Time for 
Love” (Par) and “Minesweeper” 
(Par), $4,500 on moveover. 


Omaha Fast; ‘Miracle’ 


| $4.500 


| bracke 


i teen” 


‘Desert’ Torrid 326 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 


liams band, Ella Fitzgerald, Inkspots, 
others, on stage, sock $18,800 consid- 


and “Hi-Ya Sailor” (U), okay $8,200. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 15- 
55)—"Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) (reis* 
sue) and “Pistol Packin’ Mama” 
(Rep). Good $5,500. “Tender Com- 
rade” (RKO) opens today (Tuesday). 


BABA’ FAT 
$31,000, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22 
Clearing weather over the week- 
end, Washington’s Birthday and line- 
up of potent product is a combination 


that’s building grosses along 
Philly's film rialto this week. 
Surprise of the week is being 


pulled by “Where Are Your Chil- 
dren,” which is near a house record 
at Stanton. 

Top money, however. goes to “Ali 
Baba and the 40 Thieves,” with giant 
$31,000 at Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1.303; 35-75)—‘Lost 
Angel” (M-G) (2d wk). Holding its 
own with $10,500 after good $13,500 
opener last week. 

Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— 


| Pastor’s band, good $20,500. 


Fox (WB) (2,245: 35-75)—“Life- 
boat” (20th) (2d wk). Still plenty 
punchy with $20,000. Opener was 


sweet $25.800, with additional $3,800 
| at Earle Sunday showing. 


| 


Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 35-75)— | 


(Par) (2d run). Good 
week, “Johnny Come 
| Latelv” (UA), fair $6,300 second run. 
Keith’s (Goldman) (2,220: 35-75) — 
“North Star’ (RKO) (2d run). Get- 
ting fine play on moveover from 
Mastbaum, with about $8,000 antici- 
pated. Last week, “Happy Land” 
(20th). pale $4.700 for second run. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,692: 35-75)— 
“Desert Song” (WB) (3d wk)... Drop- 
ping to fairish $16,500. Second week 


Havoc” 
$7,000. Lact 


was so-so $18,800. 
Stanley (WB) (2.915; 35-75)—"Ali | 
Baba” (U). Escapism luring them in | 


to the tune of smash $26,500, plus big 
for Earle Sabbath 


(20). Last week 


(Rep), fair $12 800 third sesh. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475: 35-75) — 
“Where Are Children” (Mon). Terrif 


$16.500. and may break house record 
here Last week, “Jack London” 
(UA), okay $8,700 for third trip. 


‘Jane Eyre’ Lush $37,000 
In Offish Det; ‘Riding’ 
High $26,000, ‘Star’ 176 


Detroit, Feb. 
Wintry weather and start of Le nt 
probably will see a decline in grosses 
here this week. Plenty of new prod- 


uct with the Fox moving into the big 
ts with “Jane Eyre” and “Sing 
a Jingle.” Michigan 
vith “Riding High 
Sweeper” with the 
showing strength with 
ind “Timber Queen.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 
“Gung Ho” (U) and “Cowboy 
(Col) (2d wk). Moved 
week at Fox, choice $10,500. 
week. “Lifeboat” (20th) and 
for Me” (U) (2d wk), okay 


and “Mine 
United 


“North Star” 


Can- 


brisk 


Last 
“She's 


59,500. 


Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 


showing | 
“Fighting Seabec | 


is up there too} — 


Artists | 


55-75 )— | 


alter | 


in four 


| or near, 


h $13 000, d | (2.800: 55-73 )—"Voodoo Man” (Mono) 
vmas 3 €a “Ghost Ship” (RKO). Fair | 
Omaha. Feb. 22. | $10,000. Last week, “Tender Com- 
Orpheum back to double feature |rade” (RKO) and “Aldrich Boy | 
instead of stage show this week! Scout” (Par) (d wk}, switched from 
heads for sock session with “Miracle, Michigan tor fine $15,000. 
of Morgan’s Creek” and “Larceny Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
With Music.” “Destination Tokyo.”’;—“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Sing 
single featured at the Paramount, | Jingle (U). Strong $37,000. Last 
looks strong also. | week. “Gung Ho” (U) and “Cowboy 
Estimates for This Week Canteen” (Col). bettered expecta- 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 15-55) tions at wow $32,000. . 
—‘Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) Madison (United Detroit) (1,800; 
and “Larceny Music” Smash 55-75'—*Princess O'Rourke” (WB) 
$13.000. Last week (20-65) “Never and “Johnny Come Lately” (UA). 
Dull Moment” (U), with Cootie Wil- Back in loop for good $4,700. Last 


week, “Thank Lucky Stars” 
and “Happy Land” (20th), $5,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
55-75)—"Riding High” (Par) and 
“Mine Sweeper” (Par). Bangup $26,- 
000. Last week, “Whistling Brook- 
lyn” (M-G) plus Vaughn Monroe 
orch on stage, robust $39,000. 

Palms-State 
(3,000; 55-75)—“Cry Havoc” (M-G) 
and “Swing Fever” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $15,000 after husky $19,000 last 
week. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2,000; 55-75)—"North Star” (RKO) 
and “Timber Queen” (WB). Nitty 
$17,000. Last week, “Curie” (M-G) | 


(3d wk), 


‘Guy Joe’ Solid 
$14,000, L’ville 


Louisville, Feb. 22. 
Downtown houses are in for a 
strong sé@ssion this week, with 
weather factor favorable over 


big $14,000. 


(WB) 


Rain, Hail Dampen L. A.; ‘In Our Time’ 


(United Detroit) 


| likely. 


at 
| (WB) and “Best Foot” 


the | 


weekend. Rialto opened a day early | 


(Wednesday) with “Lifeboat,” 


all; 


houses co-operating on a big bond | 


show. 
of a bond from $25 up. Of the regu- 
lar runs, “Guy Named Joe,” 
billed at Loew’s State, is pacemaker. 
“Lifeboat” 


following the bond show, and _ is 

moving at a profitable pace. ‘Career Good weather and forte attractions 
Girl” and Smiley Burnette, heading have put the downtown houses in 
vaude on the National stage, are! high gear currently. Capitol will lead 


doing a grand week. 
Estimates for Week 


Admission was the purchase | 
maker, 


was off to a big send- oft | 


Brown (Loew ‘s-Fourth Av enue) | 
(1.400: 30- 50 i—"Government Girl” | 
(RKO) and “Week-End Pass” (U).! 


Combo doing nicely on moveover at 
$4.500. Last week, “Butler's Sister” 
(U) and “Moonlight Vermont” (U), 
fairish $3,500 on moveover. . 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—‘Happy Land” (20th) and “In Old 
Oklahoma” (Rep). Alright $1,700. 
Last week. “Hostages” (Par) and 
“Girl Crazy” (M-G) average $1,600. 
Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 30- 
50)—"Guy Named Joe” (M-G). 
Knocking on door for solid $14,000. 
Last week. “Lost Angel” (M-G) and 


stage. Stage fare is patron’s dish this | 
week. Looks like brisk $12,000, with | 


five shows Saturday. Last week, 
“Women in Bondage” (Mono) and 
Pinky Tomlin, others, on stage, me- 


dium $10,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 30- 
50)—“Lifeboat” (20th). Plenty of 
buildup in newspapers on the bond 
showing (Wednesday), and impetus 
is helping. 
Last week. “Government Girl” 
(RKO) and “Week-End Pass” (U), 
went up over expectations for grand 
$14.000 and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 30- 
50)—"Spider Woman” (U) and “Call- 
ing Dr. Death’? (U). Horror combos 
are hot stuff here; fast $6.000. Last 
week, “Crazy House” (U) and “Al- 
drich, Boy Sceut” (Par) so-so $4,000. 


‘DESERT’ SOCKEROO 
$22,000 IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, Feb. 22. 
Top dough this week is for “Desert 
Sone” at the Orpheum, with “Higher 
and Higher” merely good at the 
Paramount, despite plenty of bally- 
hoo. “Curie’ ‘is big on Fifth Ave. 
holdover, but Sister’ is 
even stronger in third session at the 
Music Box. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800: 40-75'—"“Ghost Ship” (RKO) 
and “Doctor Death Calling” (U) (2d 
vk). Fair $1,500 in four days. Last 
week, rounded in fair $4,300. 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 40-75) 
“Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). Big S11,- 
000. Last week, great $16,500. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 46-65) 
Return Vampire” (Col) and “Ghost 
Walks” (Col). Solid at $9.500. Last 
“What a Woman” (Col) (7th 
wk), steady $6,300 for nine days. 
Musie Box (H-E) (850; 40-75'— 
“Butler's Sister” (U). (3d wk). Great 
$7,000. Last week “Government 
Girl’ (RKO) (4th wk), oke $3.800 
days 
Music Hall 
“Around 


week 


(H-E) (2,200: 
World” (RKO) and 


40-75 
“Mine- 


sweeper” (Par). Good $8.500. Last 
week “Curie” (M-G),. swell $8.500. 
Orpheum (H-E) (2.600; 40-75)— 


“Desert Song” (WB). Smash $22.000, 
and may break record. Last 
week “Gung Ho” (U) (2d wk), great 
$9,000 in five days. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 30-75)— 
“Cowboy Canteen” (Col) plus vaude. 
Nice $9,500. Last week “Melody 
Parade” (Mono? plus stage show, oke 
$9.000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 40-75)— 
“Higher, Higher” (RKO) and “Gang- 


“Beautiful But Broke” (Col), hurt by 
bad weather, but. managed fairly 
good $11,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s Thea- 
tres) (1.000; 30-50)—‘Frisco Kid” 
(WB) (reissue) (2d wk). Still pull- 
ing in shekels. okay $4,000. Last | 
week, fine $5,500. 

National (Standard Theatres) (2,- 
1400: 50-75)—“Career Girl” (PRC) | 
and Smiley Burnette, others. on 


Denver Ace; ‘Seabees’ 


Pacing for sturdy $13,000. | 


| moveover red hot $8,000. Last week, 


“Jane Eyre” 


Rich $50,000, 3 Spots, ‘Russia’ Same 
In 4, ‘Lady in Dark Terrif 486, 2d 


way Tomorrow” (RKO). Big bally 
some help, 
Last week “Butler’s Sister” 
(U) (2d wk), great $6,800 for four 
days. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 40-75)— 
“Gung Ho” (U) (2d wk). Big at $6.- 
000. Last week “Acquaintance” (WB) 
(3d wk), smug $5,300. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 15- 


30)—“Sahara” (Col) and = “Lady 
Takes Chance” (RKO) (3d run). Big | 
$4.500. Last week “O'Rourke” 


(M-G), $4,600. 


DESERT 
LOUD 


Washington, Feb. 22. 


| the first run theatres with vaude and 
“Song of Russia.” “The Desert Song.” | 
at the Earle, is top straight filmer 
and only a step behind. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3.434; 30-66)— 
“Song of Russia” (M-G) with vaude 
headed by Kathryn Grayson. Wow 
$27,500. Last week, “Uninvited” 
(Par) with vaude, trim $25,000. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 30-66)— 
“Riding High’ (Par). Looks good 


$6.000. Last week. “Madame Curie” 
(M-G). Boff $9.600. 

Earle (WB) (2,240; 30-90)—“ Desert 
Song” (WB). Good notices will send 
this one to fancy $24,000. Last week, 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d 


wk), excellent $19,600. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.800: 40-65)— 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO). Ginger 
Rogers opus looks sturdy $18,000. 
Last week, “Butler's Sister” (U) (3d 


wk). great $10,000. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,800: 30-65 )— 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par). On 


“Frisco Kid” 
Palace 


(reissue), neat $7,600. 
(Loew) (2,242: 30-66)— 
(20th). Slugged by crix 
but will get better than average $20.,- 
000. Last week, “Standing Room 
Only” (Par) (2d wk), satisfactory 
$14.500. 


‘Miracle’ Fast $17,000 


Bright 1836, 2 Spots 


Denver, Feb. 22. 

“Ghost Ship,” backed by George 
White’s “Scandals.” at Orpheum has | 
the top theatre gross this week. but | 
“Miracle of Morgan’s Creek,” at the} 
smaller Denham, really is the stand- 
out. “Fighting Seabees.” day-date at 
Denver and Esquire, has best com- 


| bined total. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 30-65)—| 
“Lifeboat” (20th) and “Swin 
Johnny” (U). after week at 
Denver, Esquire. Good $6,500 
weck, “Desert Song” (WB) 
“Whispering Footsteps’ (Rep), 
Denver, Esquire, big $8,000 
Broadway (Fox) (1.040: 
“Cry Havoc” (M-G) and 
Girl” (PRC), after week at Or- 
pheum. Nice $4.000. Last week. 
‘North Star” (RKO) and “This Is} 
W: ishing ton” (RKO), after Orpheum | 
week. okay $3,500. 

(Cockrill) (1.750: 
“Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” 
Smash $17.000. Holds. Last 
“No Time Love” (Par) (4th wk) and 


¢time 
each } 
Last 
and 
from 


30-65)— 
“Career 


30-60 )— 
(Par). 
week, 


“Aldrich. Boy Scout” (Par) (2d wk)} 
200d $8.500 

Denver (F6x) (2.525: 30-63)— 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) and 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col). day- 
date with Esquire Nice $14,500 
Last week. “Lifeboat” (20th) and 
‘Swingtime Johnnv”’ (U), same as 
Esquire, nice $14.000 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 30-65) 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) and 
3eautiful But Broke” (Col), also at 
Denver Fine $4,000 Last week, 


“Lifeboat” (20th) and 
Johnny” (U). also Denver, 
Orpheum (REO) (2.600: 
Ghost Ship” (RKO) and 
White’s “Scandals” on stage. 
$18.000. Last week. “Crv 
(M-G) and “Career Girl” 
nice $12,800 for 6's days. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30- 
“Around World” (RKO) and 
Man” (Col). Stout $10,000. 
week, “Jack London” (UA) 
“Moonlight Vermont” (U) 
500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 30-65)—* 
Song” (WB) and “Whispering Foot- 
steps” (Rep). via Denver. Esquire. 
Aladdin route. Good 43.590. Last 
week. “Destination Tokyo” (WB). 
ia Denver. Esquire, Aladdin. and 
“Nearly 18° (Mono), okay $3,000 


$3.400. 
30-65 )— 
George 
Socko 
Havoc” 
(PRC). 


50 )— 
“Racket 
Last 
and 


but only good $11,000 is | 


| 451; 


“Swinetime | 


| 


nice $7.- 


‘Desert 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 
Hail and rain storms over the 
weekend shrunk film grosses to a 


low ebb, blow being the most severe 
suffered by first-runs here in some 
time. Holiday prices today (Wash- 
ington’s birthday) are expected to 
help but not completely remedy the 
damage. 

“In Our Time,” more or less over- 
coming the unseasonable weather, is 
strong at $50,000 in three houses, 


while “Song of Russia” is not too 
forte at the same figure for four 
theatres. Cab Calloway band with 


“Smart Guy” is doing smash $30,000 
at Orpheum despite storm. 

Still sensational is “Lady in the 
Dark,” which looks giant $48,000 on 
second stanzas at the two Para- 
mounts after terrif $67,100 ‘(way 
over estimates) to crack all records 
at the two spots. May even go 
higher on holdover if skies clear. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 
90, — “Song Russia”. (M-G) 
“Whispering Footsteps” (Rep). 
$6.500. Last week, “Jane 
(20th) and “Men on Mind” 
nice $6,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) 
45-90)—"Song Russia” (M-G) 
“Whispering Footsteps” (Rep). 
$13,000. Last week. “Jane 
(20th) and “Men on Mind” 
excellent $15,200. 


45- 
and 
Okay 
Eyre” 
(PRC), 


(2,034: 

and 
Good 
Evre” 
(PRC), 


Downiown (WB) (1.800: 45-90)-— 
“In Our Time” (WB). Forte $21,000 
despite rain. Last week, “Desert 
Song” (WB) (3d wk). okay $13,500. 

Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535: 45-90)— 
“Tron Major” (RKO) and “Escape to 
Danger” (RKO) (2d wk-4 days). 
Light $3,500. Last week, average 
$8,650. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 85- 
$1.10) — “Song Bernadette” (20th) 


(2d wk). Nice $4,500. 
healthy $5,660. 

Hawaii (G&S) 
“Return of Vampire” 
“Crime Dr.’s Strangest Case” (Col) 
(4th wk). Oke $3,000. Last week, 
below estimate at $4.600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 
“In Our Time” (WB). 
Last week, “Desert Song” (WB) (3d 
wk), finaled with $8,500. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,200; 
45-90)—“Iron Major” (RKO) and 
“Escape to Danger” (RKO) (2d wk- 
4 days). Neat $8,500 in four days. 
Last week, solid $21,000. 

Orpheum (D'town) (2,200; 45-85)— 
“Smart Guy” (Mono) with Cab Cale 
loway orch on stage. Boifo $30,000. 
Last week. “Crime Schoo!” (WB) 
and “Girls on Probation” (WB) (2d 
wk-6 days), good $10,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 45-90)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) (2d wk) and 
“She's For Me” (U). Profitable $14,- 
000. Last week, with “Racket Man” 
(Col), beat its day-dater Hillstreet 
with profitable $23,700. 

Paramount (F&M) (3.389: 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) 
Strong $31.060 in face of r: 
week. smashed all record 
gantic $43.500, and over forecasts. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
45-90)-—“‘Lady in Dark” (Par) 
(2d wk). Great at $17,000, damp- 
ness not hurting. Last k. records 
tumbled with tremendous $23,600, 
way over expectations. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 
90)—"What a Woman” (Col) and 
“She’s For Me” (U). Fair $13.500. 
Last week, with “Racket Man” (Col), 
not up to expectations at $23.000. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1,372: 
Maior” (RKO) and “Escape to Dan- 
ger” (RKO) (2d wk-4 davs). So-so 
$3.000. Last week. nice $6,600. 

State (Loew’'s-WC) (2.204: 45-90)— 
“Song Russia” (M-G) and “Whis- 
pering Fa rtste ps” (Ren). Average 
$23,000 Last week. “Jane Evre” 
(20th) and “Men on Mir (PRC) 
okay $24.700. with $3.400 from all- 

eht polic 

United Artists (UA-WC) 
85-$1.10)—"Song Bernadette” 
(Oth » wk). Nice $7,500 after 

ast week, 


Uptown 


Last week, 
(1,100; 40-85)— 
(Col) and 


45-90)— 
Fine $16,500. 


45-90 )— 
(2d wk). 
iin. Last 
W ith 


wee 


45- 


(2.1002 
(20th) 
$9,000 


(F-WC) (1.715: 45-90)— 
“Sone Russia” (M-G) and “Whisper- 
ing Footstens” (Rep). Modest $7,500. 
but profit. Last week. “Jane Evre” 
(20th) an’ “Men on Mind” ¢PRC), 
tallied $8.300. 
Wilshire 
“Jane, Fyre” (20th). 
dropped for m.o. 
Last weel a 
“Ghost W: 
bust $5,000. 
Wiltern (WB) (2.500: 
Our Time” (WB). 
Last week. “Desert Song” 
| bowed out with okav : 


WK), 


‘JUST HIS FIT 


Hollywood, 
Greenstreet, 
heavyweight heavy. draws 
role in “The Fat Man.” 
as a psychological mystery 

Frank Gruber 
production 


iF- WC) (2.296: 45-90 
Second feature 
L kable $6.009. 
ifeboat” (20th) and 
(Col) (2d wk), ro- 


45-90:1—“In 
Sturdy .~$12.500. 
(3d 
37.300. 


Feb. 22. 
Warner? 
the title 
described 
drama. 

is doing the screen- 


Wald. 


Sidnev 


pl av for by Jerry 
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= VARIETY Wednesday, February 23, 1914 


See here, Mister Exhibitor — The phenomenal World 
Premiere at Charlotte, N.C. is the tip-off! Get set for the 
first BIG Rookie Comedy of the war! The best-seller on 


the screen is funnier than ever. A natural for all America. 
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*‘Remember! March Deadline for Honored 
Hundred Bond Reperts to State Chairmen!” 
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18 CHATTER 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 23, 1914 


| Clinic, Rochester, Minn., Mrs arnev | 
Broadway Balaban. accompanied Chicago after swing along the U. s. | H 
Max Gordon has gone to Florida. nd, Paramount's president, re- | nd Fernandez, local dane 0 ywood 
Vie turned to N. Y. Monday (21). Bala-| , Bonnie Baker follows Gracie Bar-| team. nov at dance Alexis Smith 
i 4F. ban made two trips to Rochester fol- | rie into the Boulevard room Feb 25. dal: ajat aft ve . eg Club, Gua- | Suenza. z - aid up with ine 
ae. Hal B. Wallis in town seeing the OWNS his wife’s operation, which Joe Besser, comedian of “Sons O' | ico City's Min Y due back at Mex | Erwin Nyiregyha . 
Shows. was not described as serious. Fun.” has been signed to make two | és on | file od suit for Pham concert pianist, 
Lee Kugel ahead of “The Student nore pictures, | — John M. Stahl cel 
Prince.” | Francis Fay, who left the Latin} ear of fin 30th 
Joe Schoenfeld to the Coast this W h Quarter here in poor health, is con- St L 
Friday. as ington valeseing at Lakewood, N. J. LOUIS correspondent, 
Fi ild has joined Richard The Song of Bernadette” screened Murray M. Goodms back in By Sam X. Hurst Gloria Dickson filed suit fer ei 
Kollmar’s office. ‘at the White vies after two years in the Army air lwnrre acai r 
' : lack Bleeck Per ‘ ” hite House last week. force: is resuming as an artists rep Ice-Capades of 1944" open a week , verce against Ralph Murphy. 
HACK CCK to Miami Be ach. Loe Ws tossed a cocktail party for +h 1 stand at the Arena, March 21. Hal Roach, now a Lieut.-Col bs ch 
vhere he has a house. Sathry sestler, st« ne Latn in town after a vear's 
W; n Grayson at Variety lub, Quarter show, passed his Army Joe Winters’ orch has moved into absence. 
‘ wa ly Jordan ‘(Morris agency) to meet the Ww ashington film critics. physical and expects to be in lucted the Riviera, west end nitery, for an 9 Hope nursing flu while “Road 
the Coust for a month March 3. Lester Cowan here for final con-) in ts ) ducted inde stay. detours around him, 
Claudia Cassidy of the Chicago screening n W al tment Ticket sealpers are charging and Viadimir Horowitz ske dded for his next two m t} vac tioning for we 
town covering shows screening of Ernie Pyle s book. “Here cettine - f} st } ontins on the aesert, 
enn . See Is Your War.” getting $7.10 to $7.75 for tickets to irst pa. here on March 23 In the Mary Boland well e h t 
r. Druitt. secretary of the] M at. “Oklahoma.” Boxoffice prices are Henry W. Kiel auditorium. the hospital enough to leave 
wambs club. home after an opera- Mile of Dimes campaign stan half that an rgery. 
tion front of Capito! theat Ds Cry Havoc drew a SRO mob at, _ Edna Marie Skelton awarded fi: 
ae F apitol theatre took in $62,- Henry Markbright, Chi. Times the Roof Top theatre last week. ; aivorce decree from Red Sk . final 
AL Lee is kidded plenty G00, as against $41,000 raised for In- amusement advertising — manager, Harry R. McClain directed a capable Lester Cow: t WW: 
wolf, a la “Peepshow,” f@ntile Paralysis fund in 1943. passed his army psyhical last week, cast. official 
Fulton. New members of Variety Club: and ¥ 2 al nod on two forthcoming * 
. 4 Walter ) wis Chari en S Oo ariety Club: ana w iil be inducted next month. | Lester Kropp, head booker for the tures. pic 
Valter Moore's son now an eosign; varies Grimes, of Earle theatre: Herbie Kay had a successful op- | Fred Ci Fenton Gre heck 
in the Navy. on the way to the South Jack Morton, orch *-hrenberg Circuit, convales- aresser checked out 
Pecilic | rice H. Kafk: ‘hestra leader; Mau- ©! ition on his face in Houston, cing at his home after a major opera- Paramount's publicity staff atier 
Goodn “Br lie by orchestra, Texas, last week. Bandleader opens tion vears y sh after 13 
Prank roodman agenting ight) @na Leste alper of Deeca rec-! ith his orchestri 
Boy” due to open at Playhouse, N. Y., | ords, N. M.. in six at Las Vegas, The Monteros, Latin-American Bopnie Tucker trained east, with 
- nex: week Al He man, the drummer in ti | dansapators, currently headlining | or bookings on the way to New 
i Ethel Owen, in “3 Is a Family. Neil Bondshu. band, currently n floorshow at Club Continental, Hotel 
Longacre, earning $1,000 weekiy on ently play- | Jefferson, udley Nichols trained te Wan; 
ing at the Blackstone hotel’s Mayfair | koneta. O here his 
the side in raqaio ‘ Maytalt Wit! ‘eturns i a. . Where his father is se 
The M D room, is leaving the band shortly | incomplete local | ously ill. 
he \iever JYavises hosted Alec to become a persona] manager cKer houses have reported colleec- | J 
Templeton jin Philadelphia folovin Continued from page 3 Donnah Lars tions of $65,502 for the March = Tari¢ Putnam, mag writer, 
fetter” ely ing a sarson, the Chez Paree | nimes campaign ch © ‘divorced George Palmer Puinam 
a er's conce rt there. theatre acquisitions will not be able adorable, will head for Hollywood | — publisher. 
Harry Kaufman in Doctors hospital to do so now, and a Warner Bros. screen ~— st next Beverly Hills home and antiques of 
for check-up, reported in favorable thet month. Solly Biano, the Warner the late’ Edgar Allan Woolf 
condition early this week. Cl are at Bros. talent scout, signed her for the WMCA wuctioned off ing 
| i faced with proble ‘the ast Ja 
| It's getting so that Paul Whiteman | stres in various -ait oa oblem of the- | te Saag atten Don Ameche appointed to Tempo- 
: can't lure Margaret ‘Mrs. W.) into !«)). . i uations becoming | f ay Benson, now under the man- Continued from page 1 7 rary Board of Trustees for American 
if town from their Jersey farm. : — reel and that under the pro- ee en of Al Herman, moves into | Relief in Italy. 
f yosed chai “xpansi Pump room as -| bas ac ‘rank Sinatra joi 
(“Oklahoma”) boxoffice in Wicker- ents Will assume featured thane currently py a propaganda or pressure group Hope i along with Bob 
i sham hospital with strep throat greater importance in relation to the more, New the : | and Hing Crosby. 

Bob ¢ ‘ circuits. more, New York, jon a commercia] basis only if both Gene Autry sued for $75,000 by 
Landry has been elected Pfc. John MacBirney. former usher | sides of the questi Arthur Elliott, who claims by 
chairman of the Writers War Board | It is pointed out, meantime, that the Chiczgo theatre, who .. question are presented | injured by Autry’s car 
; Committee to Combat Race Hatred.' among the chains RKO and Loew's | service at Guadalcanal, is an assist-|°" ® Similar basis; that is ifa sponsor! Gloria De Haven laid up with 

Ars hur Wirtz’s sidekick, Bill now operate fewer theatres than pore manages at the Chicago. He} for the opposite side than the one measles while Frank Sinatra picture 
urke, no like snow in Chicago last three years ago; that Warners has as given a medical discharge from! originally buyi , ; is being shot around her. 

week, so scrammed for Miami Beach.! about the same number of hou Stanley Shusecs, Paramount ad 

Rod Arkell, Florida newspaper Paramount few if any more dollar Valentine party Where no controversial issue is in- | manager, arrived from New 
publisher, in New York after seven- | tional Theatres hotel sold more than volved, any responsible group may for studio huddles. 

: year absence to work on some radio has added ? : hall oast) | peauwe, worth of bonds. Frenchy | buy time providing that its progré : Jerry Dale, publicity director for 
ideas. as added a few houses during this | Dupliex, headwaiter in the hotel's) meets the standard Ss program Ben Bogeaus, returned from the hos- 
Capt. Andre’ Baruch back from hi period, with all of these acquisitions Boulevard room was the promoter! pro to ” standard of commercial pital without his appendix } 

; extended chore with the North | having been approved by the Courts. | pe Bisa party, aided by all the other vib g p — Fontaine recuperating at 

African radio showmanship for the | sila Par to buy time, however, 

b troops. : Some Statist re ouella Parsons was the guest of | certain conditions other than the, pond-selling tour of the east. 

sulcs Nonor at a Variety Club luncheon at! existence of an o Willard Alexander, manager of 

Gene Kelly. who just finished co- \Ti od | the SI opposing greup will- | Willi 

tne Minneapolis, Feb. 22. | 1erman hotel last week. Other | ing to buy time, must be met. Such | William Morris band department 

star role over Girl’ for Colum-}| Small-town exhibitors guests at the Club’s lunc! uch | recuperating fron 
bia. in town from the xhibitors now are uncheon w ere | programs may no m pneumonia. 
i weekend the Coast over the L confronting local film exchanges with | Stu Erwin and his wife (June Coll- | be rh ay not be combined with | Barbara Stanwyck vacationing at 
. estimate jus : | yer), Constance Moore. Skeets Gal- itertainment features. This pre- | Livermore, Cal., where her husband 

Trumbull Bar ‘raneously r ate just made by the bure: ets Gal sbane 

| ported Kill | posh pg rcgeg re-| of census as of Nc 1 1943 teat | lagher, Ashton Stevens, Sally Eilers | vents those groups with the greatest | Lieut. Robert Taylor, is stationed , 

mit) aq killed while an am , that | and Frank Bering jresources from getting er | Bill Pine celebrating 
bulance on the African front, back Minnesota’s population, due t ‘ar = ng over their)... aung two annie 
for a Visit. dislocations, has dropped 263,398 appealing artists OF | year asa producer rad Par 

Eleanor Troy back in cast of since 1930. The estimate for the state London nt rather than Michael Curtiz took 
‘Early to Bed” (Broadhurst) after | is 2.525.558. sound logical argument. | after colliding with a 
being ill for two weeks. Dorothy | It's claimed by the exhibitors that | < = G. Macdonell’s “The Fur Coat” | vere is to be no sugar-coating by | boom on the “Janie” set at Warners 

Wegel subbed. | the small towns have been the prin Dp _ nen in Sweden. jentertainment.” Another condition | Adolph Zukor, chairman ef the 

i H Marcy McGuire, femme w ho plaved | cipal losers due to shifts to war in- | to col a Martin Walke jot sale is that a program must not Paramount board, in Hollywood with 

Hil & oo ttiat Frank Sinatra in “Higher ' dustry centers and inductions into ; “Zero Hour ye mm Ronnie Millar's promote racial or religious intoler- = éukor after « vacation in Ari- 

anc igher,” east on a personal | the ar lance or encourage discriminati zona. 

pearance tour. the - Black to do his first cos- | account of race or cre | Cliff Lewis, former studio publicity 
WL Moss Hart due in New York! changes . en The ex- A play, and has already lined up | station retains the ri \chief at Paramount, checked in at 
iit around _March 10 fr NeW ork | changes contend that increased en- | nn Todd for the leading role. | wi ains the right to determine | Metro as assistant to Frank Whit 

Wh an — hed a hey tertainment purchasing power on the | ¢ a Marks, RKO-Radio shorts gen- | when a program falls in this cate- beck. ni 

“Winged Victory.” part of those remaining in the towns | to take gory Herbert and Helen Brenon, ence 

VW Nelson Eddy to Washington last | | Academy } Programs which do not deal with Downiie 

week after three-month USO-Camp | Estimates also disclose that North | §_ to be reopened by El | controversial issues may be put on) ding anniversé mew 

Show tour in the middle east. Then | Dakota had a 16.4% los lwith f Cohen | by any responsible o Ging anniversary, 

Hii io for the Const ast, Ji ad a 16.4‘) loss of popula- 1 foreign film-policy, as formerly. led e organization pro-| Greer Garson presented with an 

i Fire gutted counties’ iceman tie SE tion amounting to 105,182, while the | ; Kenneth Brierly has bought tour- vided that the programs meet the | illuminated scroll, signed by Presi 

South Dakota drop was 15.2‘. or 97,- The Dollar Princess.” of other commercial Gent Roosevelt, for her work in the 

HY . fessionals groping way through pie Both states also are a part of | Croft ch he intends to star Nita | roads asts. In such a case, the pro- Infantile Paralysis drive. 

Wl smoke to elevator. _ this film territory. “Sweet and Low” becc |gram will be judged entirely on | Ann Dvorak writing a film siory 

. _ Herbert Fields, musical comedy | Even the counties in which Min- | &? 294 Lower” in its = -— ‘Sweet | its entertainment and educationa] |#00ut her experiences with the 

resting comfortably at neapolis, St. Paul and Duluth. | at the Ambassadors. Ci /merits. This provision permits the | English Women’s Ambulance Corps 

“tion for Y., after opera- state's three largest cities, are lo | Henry Kendall. yjentry of labor organizations into 

: | The Gueringers, who came north cated, showed population declines, | J Gora ht woherry, author of ° Black radio sponsorship. 

to see a white Christmas. that of the Minneapolis county be- play for | 

for the recent snowstorm and railed | 2.2%) and St. Paul How- son will ] Mi 

i to Orleans. ever, Minneapolis and St. Paul the- | Americans to play Ju kes aul | lam 
Many roadwayites ot | atre business is at an < ads, e g 
ou — is at an all-time peak, | Studios has postponed | Sunny Isles Club recently ope ned, 
and four-day holiday : laps, for the relatively impagne Charlie,” star ‘ing Tom- Continued from page 2 —— Jackie Miles a heavy draw at the 
hl — e =n s—excuse was short 1928 boom period. my Trinder, and featuring Stanley | Clover Club. 
Dick "iden 'Holloway and Betty Warren, till | dividual entertainment at a nickel| Renee Villon added to show the 
ton. whose first may tag ofe the Ful- Trinder returns from the East. where a peep for silent drama and a dime Monte Carlo, 
ton, Whos st wife died some time he is entertaining tr when accompani Olsen 
ago, saved again Saturday (19) at Pa as troops. panied by sound. Joy added to the Latin 
Center, L. I. a Demetrio Loni director of “San| Entertainment runs largely to un- 
Jack Davies agai has started | adorned ar aulette Goddard vacationing here 
commis- Continued from page 1 — wo! k on a new Michael Balcon boudoir incidents and) for a few days 
pee cero cK be veen-the -halves | . ' a=" ject. New one about the Norweg | abelaisian comedy. Some of the Joey Nash out of Hurricane Clu 
nterté n for the Brooklyn. im another studio’s picture in cur merchant fleet ian | subjects, credited t ali how with ee 
Dodgers football team. ur- han lect esc aping from Nazis | s, a to Quality Pic- | low With laryngitis. 
PRC Pictures tossed a cocktail hale “Ret; ei w ith the Allies, is billed | tures, carry such titles as “Muddled| Cross and Dunn signed to headline 
party Monday (21) at Waldorf Just to prove that it means busi- urn of Vikings. | Models,” “Hula Lula,” “Room 13”) D€Xt show at Lou Walter's Latin 
Constance Bennett. who's | studio rescinded release of and “Strip Poker. These highly | 
ee the company as a producer two properties less than one vear M Ms st seasoned pictures are not causing / Danny Cahill, emcee, and Bob Par- 
old. Agency worriers figure it €xIco ] y | the film industry as much added to show at Kiity 
wiona iley. secretarv to Jo! n J be so bad if ity Ann: : } avis nitery 
Js ar) John J. ad 1 t n't spre: Anna Seghers hes as th ‘ , ‘ 
Universal v.p.. to Miami! knowing Hollyw : for | say ré that opportunists | The Drum Club show has Claudia 
each over the veck lywood as they do, they | | may take advantage of the current | Jordan, Jacki 
pore r the past weckend for va- | are keeping their fingers crossed and Jorge Negrete. Mex film actor | flood of military nick ne} . Jackie White and the Agnes 
ation, Coming back for St. Pat-! hopi pew 3 gers crossed and | back from Cuba ‘m actor, | sLELary nickels and cut | Cole Dancers. 
rick’s Day. , hoping for the best. | loose with still hotter entertainment. | 
m age Slavin calling on managers | Crackdown on broadeasting cur-| OMly Spanish programs. e, SHOWING want h might result in a revulsion 
of getting an rent re leases is probably a resur- Fred Othman, UP Hollywood cor New Hav 
Ladies” to follow Good Night; sence of the old exhibitor squay espondent, due here soon for vaca-|, EVen the jukebox-makers en 
uadies” which leaves his Blackst r squawk tion n tor vaca- |, : ebox-makers are tak- | 
theatre. Chicago March + ackstone | that it hurts the b.o.. as if anvthing a sie es ing notice of the danger of over- | By Harold M. Bone 
4 Ck stife biz these davs >| Many Mex pictures |} g bbe ating “Rosi ia’ ‘ 
charge d from active duty with the picture. The other taboo is Brazil. ution in} of a large manufacturer of auto- 
Army and previously ad manager for premised on the contention that it’s! , Cantinflas heade 4 matic phonographs, reads: “During | Gir ubert gets preem of “Follow ine 
Raveram Corp.. avpoi manager for | S|. is headed big Mexican cast phs, reads: During | Girls” March 2-4 
appointed director of not the better part of wisdom to; outdoor show at bullring Feb the past three or four months “cer Ne Pi. 
promotion for the have one of its stars plugging an- Mex holiday. tain unserupulous individuals } Shute Kelly delivered sock spicl 
Douglas W other company’s s product now on the Ivy Anderson, negro song- to revert to the Shubert bond rally. 
agent, | nitney, Broadway press Marquees, stress, headed tor Mexico City for | days of long ag the eee Bob Carney back at his old man- 
Seal’ has joined the Leland Hay- | ether . night spot date. : script— the } ago when suggestive | agerial post at the College 
} ha peers and leaves for the | oO ne! major studios find com- | Tito Guizar planed in from Los. tures re burlesque and nude pic-| Par manager Jim Darby Ww 
sep Tarch 10. Whitney's office will | mon ground in these prohibitions, | Angeles to do a Mexican picture and res—were in vogue. Unfortunately | home owner in West Hi: — 
= — over by Martin Ragaway, /the Hollywood glamorized article | 5°™° nightspot dates. these parasites are taking adv: intage | Harry SI wh ire 
He fi Assi. tant. would suffer immensely and agency | Radio National presenting special lof wartime conditions and building | chairmani law losing weight from 
clen Strauss. recently resigned as| Master-minds force musie series entitled “N their vice g | aning flock of local bend 
Paramount's assistant éastern aster-minds forced to a decision, | dition, Realit vicious sales propaganda on | @tives 
are S assisté eastern story | whether to pack eality and Hope. one of our cz 
editor to go to the William Morris| to New vice ah agre move back) Herbert Matthews. New York known as the seis Ss products John Hesse now comfortably set- 
agency, being hosted by Par col-! settered or hav vhere talent is un-| Times war ‘orrespondent: John | inceptic . anoram, which in its | tled in new office as Warner district 
leagues at the Astor hotel today. | ettered or have the radio stars guest | Steinbeck and Tom Girdler in town | aie was designed and used as | #naeer. 
Rues Holman, Johnny Byram and) \ hong theselves. No less than a| Lorenzo Roberson, negro singer, | ter imate instrument of clean en- |. Captain Glenn Miller and his 
ck Mealand among those slated to| shows are af-, rounding out third week at Ciros’ | crtainment. It is difficult to | AAFTTC band played four smash 
attend. | fected by the rete from the sacred | lafter six weeks with A. B. Marcus | imagine any activity whicl : | bond rallies here in rec r sma 
Sufficiently ; show "4 8 ch could ecent drive. 
ient]) recovered from her re-| Sanctums of Hollywood’s high more seriously jeopardize our put dei 
cent operation to leave the Mayo! mighty. | George Chavchavadze, Russian pi- llic relations thi ig * pub- | thespian garb for tl en Wis GOR 
la s than this ‘peep show’ garo for the Stage Manager 
janist, doing .two months’ dates | rot.’ P Show’ | role age Manage) 
nS Gaies In; role in Yale drama department pro- 
auction of 
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,N. Y.. sold $555,475 in Fourth War 

Loan bonds at a bond preem Feb. 10. 

House seating capacity is 726. $2,000,000 Out Of 
Smalley circuit paid for full page ’ 

space in local dailies to hypo at- War Fund S Chest 
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ACTIVITIES 19 


Total dollar value for the efforts | 
| fort. 


Hollywood for Effort 
Get Big Results In GI's Show Setup 
| B d D 
courses on all phases of show busi- 
;}ness for GI's in Special Services in 
Jersey and Delaware, will smash all | 
bond-selling records for the Fourth | 
R The sale of war bonds, free 
of theatre-operators will probably | shows, free movies and the stars 


London edition of Stars and 
Stripes, in a recent issue, gave edi- 
torial appreciation of Hollywood 
stars and technicians who conducted 
Philadelphia, Feb, 22. | are 
an effort to better soldier entertain- 
Theatres = vend greater Philly | ment. Among those getting praise 
metropolitan district, comprising | were George Jessel, Eddie Cantor, 
eastern Pennsylvania, southern New | LeRoy Prinz, Judith Anderson and 
y | sent to all camps and stations. 
War Loan, according to campaign! The paper stated: “This school rep- 
officials. |resents only the latest of many Hol- 
lywood contributions to the war ef- 
never be known because of difficul- | themselves have gone to war, and 
ties in getting full reports, duplica- ; for the combined effort Hollywood 
;deserves a letter of commendation 
| from millions of grateful GI's. 


tions, etc. In some cases, the theatre 
in the community did virtually all 
the work, but credit for sales went! 
to other agencies. | e e e 

But indications of the amount of 
bonds sold can be obtained by « Briskin, Schnitzer 
returns from the bond premieres | 
in this territory. 


There were 138 bond premieres in | | 
the area, involving theatres with par or Ineco or 
155,335 seats. 

Of these 77 have already been re- | 
ported to headquarters. The preems.| Joseph I. Schnitzer, former presi- 
with 97,340 seating capacity, sold! dent of RKO Pictures. and Sam 
93,542 individual bonds for a total of | Briskin. former production exec at 
$31,183,703, or 96° of seating capac- | Columbia, are reported maneuvering 
ity in the bond-per-seat drive for for control of Cinecolor, now in the 
the preems alone. Some theatres, | process of reorganization. Rival for 
like the Aldine here, have an aver-!| control is the Los Angeles invest- | 
age of seven bonds per seat. | ment house of Brashears, original 

When all returns for the premieres | underwriters and subsequent finan- 
are in, total sales from this medium | cial backers of the firm. 
alone will amount to about $50,000,-| Both sides are reported buying up 
000—virtually all in individual ‘E’ |; unsubscribed debentures issued un- 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


bonds, according to David Barrist | der the reorganization plan. Demand 
and Ted Schlanger, co-chairmen of | for tinters, particularly in the 16 
the War Activities Committee in this, mm. field, has increased through 
section. Government contracts since the war 
| started. 


Camp Shows to Get 


Smalley’s Total 


Smalley’s Theatre, Cooperstown, 


tendance for the bond preem. | 


——— USO-Camp Shows, Inc., will get | 
7,000,000 Bond Show $2.000.000 from the $4,100,000 given 


by the National War Fund to the 17 

Four bands, nitery, radio and stage war-philanthropy agencies under 
performers recruited by the local | USO. New appropriation was made 
B'nai B'rith staged a show in the} ecessary by the expanding scope of 
Henry W. Kiel auditorium Thursday | CSI’s_ activities which is now dis- 
(17) that drew 14.000 that purchased patching troop entertainment to vir- 
$7.000.000 of war bonds. The organ- tually every theatre of war. 
ization’s quota was $5,000,000. | Sum partially compensates for the 

Martha Errole, currently at the | $7,000,000 which the NWF took from 
Chase Club, headed the galaxy of|CSI in the last 19 months. 


St. Louis, Feb. 22. 


| 
| 
| 


performers that included’ Anita} 

Colby, Wayne King. Sergt. Pete} 
Badrich and representatives from} Bernhard Mobilizing 

every branch of the service. Box- 

ing and wrestling matches were 


thrown in for good measure. Theatres for Red Cross | 


— Joseph Bernhard, the 


H’'WOOD BOND TOTAL [row drive. wint address the open-| 
REACHES $12,500,000 


film indus- 


ing rally in the motion picture the- , 


|atres’ 1944 drive tomorrow (Thurs.) 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. | at the R. C. breakfast at the Hotel 
Film studios sold a total of $12.-) aso, N.Y. Fred Schwartz. of the | 
500,000 worth of bonds in the Fourth | tury Circuit. and a prominent | 
War Loan Drive, according to figures | Req Cross official. are also slated | 
released by Henry Ginsberg, chair-|;, address the meeting 
man of the Motion Picture War Fi- A series of nationwide Red Cross | 
nance Committee. Amount includes} ,oetings for exhibitors. to be held 
corporation investments by the pro-/;, 31 exchange centres. has been 
duction companies and extra Pur-| cot for two weeks beginning Feb 
WA gi g 
chases by thousands of industries in 28 
studios and allied industries. Among industry exees who have | 


Estimated that the final figures will volunte@red as speakers for the 


be increased when the committee re-) .sijies are Ben Kalmenson, Sam 
ceives detailed reports from variou Dembow,. Si Fabian. Ed Alperson, 
bond-issuing agencies which have Grad Sears. Francis Harmon. Ned 
hot completed their returns. Depinet. Harry Brandt. A. W. Smith 
Jr. Martin G. Smith. and Harry 
'Kalmine. At a meeting to be held 


‘Comrade’ Bond Preem, 


today tWed.) in Bernhard’s office in 
< - o N. Y. these execs and two others 
Indpls., Doubles Quota grouped into four units and 


will be 
Indianapolis, Feb. 22. iened territories 


a 


Bond premiere of “Tender Com- Local exhibitor chairmen will later 
rade” added $442,100 to Indiana’s! outline plans for theatre collections 
Fourth War Loan Quota in biggest | foy Red Cross week March 23-29 


show of its kind ever staged here on | 
Feb, 15. The capacity audience at 
the Indiana almost doubled the 
$240,000 expected for show. 

All theatre sales booths and 
downtown stores sold bonds for 
event, sponsored by the War Activi- | 
ties Committee. 


More than 4,000 theatres have al- 
ready pledged participation in the 
film industry's Red Cross campaign. 


Cable on Inactive List? 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. | 

< Dip Army Air Forces may take Capt. | 

|Clark Gable out of combat service 

WB’s $5,410,000 Bonds | ane place him on inactive list at 

Warner Bros. bought $5.410,000 in | completion ef his editing of a film 

bongs during the Fourth War Loan} he iook in five bombing missions | 

campaign. over Germany. Gable now 43 is five | 

Amount involves only direct com-, years beyond army’s age limit for 
pany purchases, being exclusive of active fliers. 

more than $315.000 subscribed by 


Gable’s editing air forces 
employees. Metro will require another month. 


film at| 


‘DRESCHER NEW HEAD 


|turn to industrial engineering. the Howard theatre. For a two- 
night celebration this gross. of 


Raft’s Overseas Tour 


Halted by Bad i Little Known Actor S Entertain 


George Raft, after a two-month 
tour of overseas army bases under 
USO-Camp-Shows, Inc. auspices, had 
to cut short his jaunt because of an 
infected throat. Returned to New 
York, Saturday (19) for treatment. 

Others in his unit, Louise Albrit- 
ton, June Clyde, and Bob Bain : e 
continuing with the tour. Harry 
Barris, film singer, joined the Raft | 
troupe in Italy and is now heading 
that unit. 


See $150,000 Gross At 
N. Y. Emergency Benefit 


Benefit at Madison Square Garden 
March 13 for the Emergency Com- ; 
mittee to save the Jewish People of | 
Europe is expected to gross around | 
$150,000. About $60,000 in advance 
sales has so far been chalked up at 
$27.50 top. | 

Bill Kent. indie agent; Jack Ber- | 
tell of Music Corp. of America, and 
Solly Pernick, business agent for the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, Local 1, are co- 


Pix Players Cover 
A Million Miles In 
One Year on GI Tours 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


Film players traveled a total of | chairmen of the entertainment com- 
taining, according to the annual re-| 
port of the Hollywood Victory Com- | 
mittee. Record of activities meeid 
doubles that of the first year. é e ecor 
sold millions of dollars’ worth of | 
war bonds and supported every na- 
entertained by 49 players in combat | District Commissioner John Rus- 
areas, while 128 actors and actresses | Young announced that, 
|tion of the President’s Birthday 
Ball grossed $180,000 profit, a record 
OF CAMP SHOWS ‘BLUE’ sellouts and the hotel balls played 
to capacity. March of Dimes col- 
Resignation last week of Julio Sor- | lections in the 57 theatres grossed 
duced a series of changes within the money collected in this area _ re- 
organization. His spot has been as- /mains with the local committee. 
ssistant t Lawrence Phillips, CSI about $3.000 profit. 
, An additional event scheduled 


more than 1.000.000 miles during | mittee. William Gaxton is the hon- 
Total of 1,562 players made 12,619 
$180,000 in 
tiona] relief campaign in the last 12 ? 
in the home sector covered | through the cooperation of Holly- 
in receipts. 
zano, who handled Blue circuit of $84.427, or about $1.50 a seat, as 
sumed by Norman W. Drescher, who | “Voice of the Turtle,” which gave 
Sol Turek. meantime, has been this year, promoted by Abe Licht- 


their second year of wartime enter- | Orary chairman. 

appearances in 2,197 patriotic events, 

months. Soldiers and sailors were | Washington, Feb. 22. 
1,545 | 

camps and military, installations. | wood stars, the Washington celebra- 

| The three midnight shows /swere 

USO-Camp Shows, Inc. has pro- against 60c in 1943. Half of the 

also will continue as administrative | the Command Performance, netted 

transferred from assistant booker of man, proprietor of the Lichtman. 


the Dave | chain of colored theatres, netted 
Schocler, who has taken over book- $8.500 oe the fund. This Retacs 
the basketball game at _ Uline’s 


ing the overseas division since Lou Arena“between the Lichtmen Mears 


Wolfson was inducted. ‘and an all - professional 

Blue circuit will now be booked by ef stare. Lichtman paid all 
Ben Permont with Arthur Seeling | preliminary expenses, in addition 
assisting. Sorzano with Camp to running the ball at Lincoln 


Shows for two years, resigned to re- | Colonnade and the midnight show at 


$180,000 is a new high, made possi- 
ble by the group of stars sent here 
by the Hollywood Victory Com- 
mittee. 


Bogart ‘Reports’ In 
Theatres’ Red Cross Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. ! 
hrey Bogart. - 
tour of DAVIS NAMES CARROLL 
seas doubling as 


recently 


entertainment, is 


Troops for Sheer Pleasure of It 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Unpublicized among the troupers 


of show business who roam the far 
seas to entertain soldiers and Ma- 
rines in neglected outpost camps are 
devoted little groups who do their 
stuff without the acclaim of Holly- 
wood press agents. These groups are 
apart from the film notables whose 
time is restricted by studio commit- 
ments back home and who fly from 
camp to comp so fast that they are 
sometimes called shooting stars, ac- 
cording to a dispatch from the Solo- 
mon Islands by Vern Haugland, As- ° 
sociated Press war correspondent. 
Unknown to the general public at 
home, these troupers travel lonely 
areas week after week, eating GI 
chow, sleeping on dirt floors and 
playing in rain or shine without hope 
of reward except for the satisfaction 
they get out of entertaining the 
lonesome warriors. One of these lit- 
tle shows is the Dearborn Trio, led 
by Bob Dearborn, graduate of the 


College of the Pacific and former 
vocalist and clarinetist with Roger 


Pryor’s band. Another unit is head- 
ed by Jackie Heller, singer, and Lew 
Parker, comedian They are now 
looking for a pianist to take the 
place of George Finkelberg, who has 
been called home after months of 
playing in the South Pacific. 
“Servicemen out here are extreme- 


_ly appreciative and easy to play to,” 


Dearborn explained. “We try to hit 
all the little, hidden-away, outpost 
camps, as well as the main centers. 
Our most grateful audience to date 
was composed of 25 boys stationed 
at an emergency landing strip where 
they don’t have a plane a week.” 


Fightin’ Yanks Like 
Good Music, Sez Eddy 
Back From Overseas 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
American soldiers on the far-flung 
fronts are hungry for good music, ae- 


| cording to Nelson Eddy, singing star, 


returning from a tour of camps and 
hospitals in North Africa and the 
Middle East as far as Teheran. In- 


| Stead of “Pistol Packin’ Mama.” the 
boys 


asked for Handel's “Largo,” 
“Ave Maria,” “The Lord’s Prayer” 


and other serious compositions. 


“The only complaint I can make,” 


! Eddy declared, “is that the trip was 


disappointingly easy. It was like 
a dude ranch vacation, with every- 
thing magnificently ordered. In 51 


studio 


| may 
studio 


jande: 


actor and commentator in “A Report 


from the Front.” an American Red | 


Cross trailer to be used in this year’s 
theatre campaign. 
went into work yesterday (Mon.) at 
Warners, with Peter Godfrey direct- 
ing from script by Mary C. McCall, 
Jr. Trailer will include actual com- 


collection 


bat footage to be shown in public for | 


the first time. 
Motion picture appeal for the 1944 


Red Cross gets under way Feb. 29, 
with Frank Carothers as industry 
chairman. 

| Skouras 

| 

— Continued from page 7 
S. companies which has 
been granted. Rank has thus been 


operating a company in which he has 
coim tied up but without official 
ownership of the 59% interest which 
he purchased 
that 20th and the 


There is a possibility 
Metro wil] now 


yfficial transfer of the stoc! 


okay the ¢ lal trat 


to Rank. 


Meantime. most U. S. majors are 
technically running counter to the 
provisions of the British film pro- 


duction quota. Few of the majors 
have been able to produce their al- 
lotment of quota pictures and the 
British authorities could call 
them to fulfill their obligations 


While it has 


upon 


been impossible for 


U.S. film companies to produce thelr 
full number of quota pictures due to 
| wartime 


material and 
England. al! of the 
majors have continued trying for 
space and talent to 
through with such production. 
Rank, who controls most of the 
studio facilities in England currently, 
be prevailed upon to arrange 
space. -Metro has already 
production with Sir Alex- 
Korda in charge. 


manpower 
shortages jin 


started 


Film | row came last Wednesday (16) when ' On the G. I. 


follow 


FOR OVERSEAS POST | stows we played to audiences’ of 

| from 300 to 6,000, and they were the 

Washington, Feb. 22. | best audiences I have ever met. They 

Clincher on who won the recent | wanted the best music we could give 
|Elmer Davis-Robert E. Sherwood | them.” 

circuits, Eddy re- 

Davis announced the appuisitineni of getting ail 

| J. Wallace Carroll as Deputy Direc- | the up-to-date films, but in some Af- 


| ported, ime soldiers are 


‘tor of the Overseas Branch for Euro--} rican spots the commercial houses 
pean Psychological Warfare. Carroll | are still showing “Rose-Marie” to 


is now at work in Washington, where | terrific business. Star and his pian- 
he will coordinate with Owen Latti- | ist, Theodore Maxson, gained weight 
more, Deputy Director of Psycholog- |}on Army chow during the two- 
ical Warfare in the Pacific, and Fer- | month tour. 

dinand Kuhn, Deputy Director for 


was sormerty in charge of US “TARAWA’ DISTRIB; 
SHORT EDITED VIA WB 


the OWI office in London. He quit 
Universal is to handle distribution 


because of differences with some of 
the Sherwood aides since ousted in 
the dea] which settled the scrap be- 


tween the two toppers. lof “With the Marines at Tarawa,” 
| Technicolor two-reeler which has 
been approved for releases by the 


Newark Theatre Stickup War Activities Committee. 


Picture, which goes into release 
cut, scored and as- 


Nets Bandit Duo $3,000 Exhibs 


Newark, Feb. 22. nomina! rental to 
manager of Roose- recover cost of prints, press book and 


Bros. 
ghar 
Witt DE ¢ hai ged 


Walter Jacobs 


velt. WB nabe. last week lost his | other costs. 

yants and three G's, weekend Mouse 
receipts 

[Two unmasked gunmen. a Legit, Radio Scripts 
him in the back of the head with ; - 
a roscoe, made him shed his trou- Adapted for Army Use 
sers and open the safe. Thug Washington, Feb. 22. 
wrapped money bags in Jacobs Folio No. 17, issued last week by 
overcoat and made escape. Theatre War Dept. for use of soldier enter: 


has been scene of number of stick- | tainers in their own shows. 
ups in recent years a special tabloid 
onan James Thurber-Elliot Nugent com- 


edy, #Male Animal,” and a hokum 
Free Feed for Charlie 


melodrama “Fireman. Save My 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


Child.” as well as specially adapted 

scripts from “Information. Please,” 

Charles Skouras will be honored at | Eddie Cantor and “Take It or 
a testimonial luncheon Tuesday (29) 

by Variety Club Tent 25, for. his 


Leave It” radio shows. 
Material was gathered 
efforts in the Fourth War Loan drive. 
Eddie Cantor will emcee. 


contains 
adaptation of 


for Army 
Writers’ 
Scripts 


Special Services by the 
i War Board Committee on 


Among the guests will be Gov.) for Soldier and Sailor Shows, of 
Earl Warren, Mayor Fletcher | which Dorothy (Mrs Richard) 
|Bworon and a host of celebs, Rodgers is chairman - 


| 
| | 1 
| | | 
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“REMEMBER! MARCH 15th 
DEADLINE FOR HONORED 
HUNDRED BOND REPORTS 
TO STATE CHAIRMEN!” 


Screen Play by 
Henry Myers, Edword 
Eliscu end Jay Gorney 


Directed by 
CHARLES BARTON 


Produced by 
IRVING BRISKIN 


A COLUMBIA PICTURE 


| 
| | 
| 
ie 
| aw. N 
oO >. | 
6 Laugh-Smash Weeks On Th | 
| e Stage! 36 Ti ‘ * 
| | e Screen! | 


Wednesday, February 23, 
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Paramount, N. Y. 
Xavier Cugat Orch (30) with Lina 
Romay, Del Campo, Cugat Choir 
(8); Dean Murphy, Walter Dare 
Wahl (2); “Lady in the Dark” (Par) 

reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 16. 


Although the new layout is de- 
signed primarily for adult trade, the 
bobby-sox brigade finds enough in- 
terest in the bill to contribute a 
healthy share to the b.o. Opening 
day (Tuesday) had lines around the 
house, but the majority of patrons 
were the mature variety. Six shows 
were scheduled and it’s likely that 
that this number of performances 
will be maintained for many days. 

Primary interest on stageshow is 
the literate Latin offerings of 
Xavier Cugat, whose instrumenta- 
tion of five brass, five sax, two fid- 
cles, and standard rhythm section is 
augmented by the eight-voice Cugat 
choir, maraccas. bongo,  conga- 
drums and a marimba. Layout 
adds up to swell listening, height of 
which is reached with “Take It 
Easy” and “Besame Mucho” with 
Lina Romay on the vocals. Because 
of the time element, band numbers 
are cut down. There are other 
svelte numbers in the Cugat catalog 
that could have been advantageous- 
ly exhibited here. 

Miss Romay, an extremely sexy- 
looking gal, with personality to 
spare, hits the mark despite the 
fact that her voice isn't the greatest 
among femme .chirpers. Visual con- 
tent alone is sufficient to put her 
over. Aside from the mentioned 
numbers, she kicks in with a Latin 
version of “Shoo Shoo Baby.” Good. 

Exhibited for the first time at the 
Paramount is Cugat’s new _ boy 
warbler, Del Campo, a_nice-look- 
ing lad with song-selling ability. 
His “Babalu” gets a warm mitt. 
However, his dance interpolations 
between his chirpings seem out of 
place. Two standard acts round out 
the bill. Dean Murphy is as effec- 
tive as ever with his impersonations, 
and delivery of his opening stories 
suggests what he could do in that 
line should he elect to abandon im- 
personations. His take-offs on 
pix people are virtually the same, 
but his FDR script has been rewrit- 
ten to include a purposeful patriotic 
windup which results in a terrific 
salvo. Begged off after an encore. 

Walter Dare Wahl, assisted by 
Johnny Trama, does okay with 
comedy-panto acrobatics. Some 
new bits of business are included, 
but net tenor of the act hasn't been 
changed. Also did an encore. Jose. 


Adams, Newark 
Newark, Feb. 18. 
Charlie Spivak’s Orch (18) with 
Irene Daye, Jimmie _ Saunders; 
Wally Boag, Ames & Arno; “O, My 
Darling Clementine.” (Rep). 


Charlie Suivak fronts for a stage 


show best described as a gzeasant | 
Audience at show caught |} 


interlude. 
didn’t sit on its hands nor did it 
blister its palms. Kids still thump- 
ing in the audience diminished 
their noise somewhat at his layout. 
Spivak, urbane as befits a Hotel 
Pennsylvania maestro, makes with 
the trumpet in a manner that ex- 
cites admiration. His educated lips 
turn in a topnotch job throughout, 
and his crew comes through with 
first rate support. However they get 
respect rather than acclaim. Excep- 
tions are provided by their interpre- 


tation of “Besame Mucho,” which 
achieves cick proportions, and ..a 
jam session which electrifies a 


goodly portion of the payees. 

Blonde and petite Irene Daye, dis- 
playing a classy chassis in a chif- 
fon black velvet dinner gown, and 
Jimmie Saunders, who gets no bill- 
ing in the ads, handle vocals. Each 
Offer three torchy numbers and 
are cordially rewarded. Saunders, 
whose presence isn’t as smooth as 
Miss Daye’s, wins more pronounced 
response, mainly because of femme 
favor. 

Wally Boag fashions balloons into 
animals, offers brisk patter and fin- 
ishes with a thoroughly neat brand 


of terp. His acrotappery is good 
enough to get him by sans bal- 
loonery and chatter. But the cus- 


tomers appear to like®the rubber 
sculpture and accompanying gags 


almost as well as they do his nifty | 


footwork 

Low comedy is provided by Ames 
& Arno. They lean heavily on pratt 
falls and indigo palaver. Ring. 


Majestic, San Antonio 
San Antonio, Feb. 16. 
Frankie Masters Orch (14) with 
Phyllis Myles, Ed Williams; Sibyl 
Bowan, Lyda Sue, Juvelys (2), 
Frank Cook; “The Failen Sparrow” 
(RKO), 


Reverting to name bands this 
week, Interstate has a bell ringer in 
Frankie Masters’ crew and a neat 
Supporting cast in a fast moving 50- 
minute session. 

Masters’ personality and musician- 
ship click on his first tour in this 
area. Band has balance and tunes 
fall pleasantly on the ear in rhythm 
both in the swing numbers and old 
favorites departments. With an in- 
Strumentation of three trumpets, two 
trombones, five sax and four rhythm, 
orch starts strong with “What Do 

ou Do in the Infantry,” with vocals 
by Masters and Phyllis Myles. Fol- 
lows with “Stompin’ at the Savoy” 
and a medley of last season's top 
tunés présentea” With vocals” By 


Masters, Ed Williams and Miss Myles. 
_Morton Nathan, drummer. and 

Jimmie Nash, clarinetist, do neatly in 

. novel arrangement of “Long, Long 
go. 

Lyda Sue hits with fine acro-terps. 
Juvelys, man and woman, have a 
nice sense of balance in their bit 
with the female balancing on the 
male’s head with a rubber ball be- 
tween their domes. Finale has three 
rubber balls separating a head-to- 
head balance for a smash windup. 

Phyllis Myles is band’s vocalist; 
has nice poise and ability to sell. 
Shows up best in “Put Your Arms 
Around Me.” 

Ed Williams, band’s male warbler, 
is a 16-year-old Texan picked up on 
Masters’ present tour. He is of the 
Sinatra school and has possibilities. 
With proper coaching should catch 
on. Was heard in “My Heart Tells 
Me” and “Besame Mucho.” 

Top comedy is dispersed by Sibyl 
Bowan with her impressions. Best 
are her volunteer nurse, Swedish 
diva, Bea Lillie and Mrs. F.D.R. 

Frank Cook, playing the guitar 
and blowing on a small harmonica 
which continuously remains in his 
mouth, is heard in “Lady Be Good” 
and “William Tell Overture.” En- 
cores with “12th Street Rag” and had 
to beg off. 

Masters has a pleasing personality 
and keeps the show moving smartly. 
Is one _of the outstanding baton 
wavers in showmanship seen here- 
abouts. 

Capacity crowd at show caught. 

Andy. 


Palace, Cleve. 
Cleveland, Feb. 18. 
Beatrice Kay, D’Artega Orch (20), 
Watson Sisters (2), Grace McDon- 
ald; “Lodger” (20th). 


Aside from D’Artega, it's an all- 
femme bill at this RKO deluxer. 
Layout dispenses variety, clicko syn- 
copation and pulchritude. 

Orch of 20 lilting misses, pleases 
the optics and the ear drums on their 
first visit here. Smartly gowned out- 
fit sounds as well drilled as Phil 
Spitalny’s all-girl crew, which it 
often imitates, when it stays in a 
sweet groove. A herpist, three vio- 
lins and two particularly good pian- 
ists are responsible for velvety, soft 
rhytms in a dramatically pitched 
“Dark Eyes” anc “Rhapsody in 
Blue.” Both numbers are given more 
vividness by Dave Bemis’ clever use 
of green and blue spots. 

But in jive stuff D’Artega’s gals 
sound too brassy and ragged. Both 
“One O’Clock Jump,” which some 
male topnotch bands are afraid to 
tackle, and impression of Count 
Basie’s outfit were badly messed up 
by shrill trumpets, although the girls 
retrieve with a swell takeoff on 
Xavier Cugat. Specialties by Lois 
Marie, singing accordionist, and 
Betty Lou on the keyboard also help 
to cover up brass section’s weakness. 

Beatrice Kay practically swipes the 
spot away from band with her 
laugh-socking Gay Nineties 
ties. An all-’round trouper who is 
always sure-firg here, this mimic 
bowls over the audience with her 
gusty impersonations of Mae Westian 
types. 

t's broad, devastating burlesque as 
she shifts from a falsetto to a gut- 


tural barrelhouse rasp in selling 
“Curse of Aching Heart,” “I Don't 
Care” and “Tisket, Tasket.” which 


she corns up masterfully. Stinging 
asides yanked as many chuckles as 
her ditties. When rowdies in front- 
row began whistling when ap- 
peared in a low cut, tight gown, 
mimic retorted: “If you don’t stop 
that noise I'll come down and take 
those diaper pins away from you.” 
They piped down immediately. 


pinnings and surprisingly deft tap 
strutting, devoid of hoke. 
to business quickly and efficiently. 

- Watson Sisters, back from a camp 
tour, deliver their G.I. quips in 
breezy, solid tempo that’s been their 
trademark for 25 years. 

Opening attendance above average. 

Pullen, 


Earle, Wash. 
Washington, Feb. 19. 
| Eddie White, Cariton Emmy 
Mad Wags, Albins, Eilee: Ritter, 
Roxyettes, Jo Lombardi’s House 
| Orch; “Desert Song” (WB). 


Eddie White, just returned from a 
| long USO tour in the South Pacific, 
couldn't get in the groove first show. 
He was deadly serious, néver re- 
laxed or cracked a smile, a fatal 
condition for a comedian. Voice is 
strong but his jokes and songs just 
couldn't get going. He apparently 
needs a new routine. 

His off-beat gives the Albins, 
satirical dancers, a good spot for 
laughs. Male is a dead pan comic 
and their burlesques of ballroom 
dancers are a solid click. 

Carlton Emmy and his Mad Wags 
fit into a French production number 
with the dog training in a Free 
French uniform. Animals go 
through their paces quickly, with 
Emmy’s continual patter helping the 
laughs. 

Eileen Ritter opens witht “There’s 
Something About a Soldier,” backed 
up by the Roxyettes in a wooden 
military number. With a back eleva- 
tion dancing line comes on again for 
a graceful and precise fan number. 

Show is beautifully lighted and 


traves- | 


Grace McDonald, from the films, 
makes an effective impression with | 
her okay vocalizing. shapely under- | 


Gets down | 


Chieage, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 19. 
Phil Regan, Robert Crum, Cookie 
Bowers, Whitson Bros. (2), Chicago 
Theatre Ballet (14); “No Time for 
Love” (Par). 


With holdover of “No Time for 
Love” for the third- week manage- 
ment booked in four new acts but 
retains the two Chicago Theatre Bal- 
let numbers, “Day and Night” and 
“Fantasy Martinique” from previous 
show. A team and three singles in 
a row, all male isn’t the best booking, 
but maybe that’s all there was 
available at the time. 

Whitson Bros. win nice applause 
in the opening spot with their ex- 
pert risley work, outstanding trick 
being the somersault from feet back 
to feet and Buddy Whitson’s somer- 
sault in and out of a hoop. A little 
comedy byplay gets a few laughs. 

Robert Crum, piano wiz, making 
his first stage appearance receives 
rapt attention during his quartet of 
tunes. He formerly tickled the 
ivories in a cocktail lounge; then 
came several months at the Panther 
Room of the Sherman Hotel and 
now the town’s top theatre. Crum 
lacks stage presence or personality 
and doesn’t even know how to take 
a bow, but his musical technique is 
superb. Seated with his back to 
the audience with a mirror arrange- 
ment above the keyboard so his 
fingering can be seen. Crum’s in- 
terpretations of “Elegie,” ‘‘Rhap- 
sody in Blue,” a boogie-woogie and 
“Humoresque” in swingtime draws 
heavy palm whacking. e 

Cookies Bowers registers big with 
dialect characterizations, imitations 
and pantomime. Still gets big 
laughs with panto of man getting up 
early in the morning and one of 
woman and daughter in swimming, 
is a comedy gem. Well liked. 

Phil Regan, with Martin Freed at 
the piano, comes on to a hand and 
dishes out “What a Beautiful Morn- 
ing,” “My Heart Tells Me,” My 
Wild Irish Rose,” “Shake Hands 
with Your Uncle Mike” and “Mairzy 
Doats” and begs off. Morg. 


Tower. K. C. 
Kansas City, Feb. 18. 
Hattie Noel, Sid Blake, Nick 
Cravat & Co., Joleen Harris, Miska & 


Sonya Buffington, Tower Orch (8) 
with Marilyn Ballinger; “Spider 
Woman” (U) and “Return of 


Vampire” (Col). 


mented by a 40-minute stage revue 
which accents music and comedy, 
included for good measure. 


house with 


orch gives 


cal nabbing a big hand. 

Sid Blake, comic, doubles as m.c.. 
|brings on Nick Cravat, whose 
comedy panto on the bars is effec- 
|tive. The Buffington sisters get by 
| with a chorus of “Shoo Shoo Baby,” 
and then go into a fast tap number. 

Blake calls four service men up 
from the audience and gives them 


characters in the Amos ’n’ Andy air 
stanza, while the foils do the mug- 
ging. 

Joleen Harris, on next, is an acro- 
batic contortionist. Her- one-legged 
somersaults are okay. Closes with 
back-bends on an illuminated 


estal. Gets a nice round of palm- 
whacking. 
Hattie Noel, Negro comedienne. 


does well with “On Sunny Side of 
the Street.” “Two-Fisted Daddy” and 


Following its customary theme, the | 
“Mairzy | 
Doats.” with Marilyn Ballinger’s vo- | 


ped- | 


The “gruesome twosome” on the | 
Tower screen this week is supple- | 


ranging from the latest novelty pop | 
to hep jive. with a bit of Dixieland | 


assorted hats, while he seats himself | 
behind them and mimics the various } 


} 


| 


a medley from “Slender, Tender and | 


Tall ” 


Earl. 
| 
Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 

Shep Fields Orch (14) with 
Romey Penque, Allen Cummings, 
Merideth Blake, Joe Negri; Lowe, 
Healy; “Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” 
(M-G). 

A very ragged performance is pre- 
sented by Shep Fields’ new all-string 
and reed orchestra at their initial 
bow at the Earle this week. An un- 
ruly audience didn’t help matters 
any. 


culties, the Yacopi troupe, set for one 
of the earlier spots, is presented in 
the windup of the bill, and provide 
the real wallop to the otherwise list- 
less layout. They have a thriller in 
their mid-air tumbling act. Despite 
prop difficulties, they get a tremen- 
dous ovation when they bow off. 

Mary Healy had lots of trouble with 
the young zooted woives who kept 
up their whistles from the time the 
pretty cinema starlet appeared until 
she left. 
and with proper co-operation from 
the downfronters could probably sell 
her vocal wares. She tries a novel 
duet with a recording of Bing Crosby 
and another to a platter simulating 
the voice of her childhood sweet- 
heart, but neither go over because of 
bad timing. 

Lowe, Hite and Stanley have added 
a funny imitation of the Andrews 
Sisters to their already highly amus- 
ing antics. Their stint gets the usual 
favorable reaction from the audi- 


ence. 


| it just 
House nearly full at show caught. | 
has a 


Hite & Stanley, Yacopis (5), Mary | er” for finale. 


Because of some backstage diffi- | 


Patrol,” then slides into a clarinet 
solo by Romey Penque. 

Allen Cummings, band vocalist, 
does an obvious carbon of Frank 
Sinatra, aping the Voice’s stance, his 
swoonatric look at the mike et al. 
His rendition of “Besame Mucho” 
and “My Heart Tells Me” even 
brings on scattered shrieks from the 
bobby-soxers. But Sinatra did it 
first. 

Merideth Blake, Fields’ femme 
thrush, gives a good accounting of 
herself in her stint at the mike with 
“My Ideal,” “Shoo Shoo Baby” and 
“Lost Chord,” latter number sung to 
the accompaniment of the band mak- 
ing like an organ. Effect is fine. 

House was about 70% filled at first 
show (Fri.) when reviewed. Shal. 


Hipp. Balte 
Baltimore, Feb. 19. 
Bobby Sherwood Orch (17) with 
Gail Landis; Virginia Weidler, 
Nancy Healy, Keaton & Armfield; 
“Nine Girls” (Col). 


There’s an oversupply of talent 
on hand here and playing time has 
to be held down. Results total a 
mere intro into the talent possibili- 
ties of the acts. 

Bobby Sherwood’s major piece is 
“I've Had This Feeling Before,” in 
which he supplies the vocal and a 
trumpet solo. He’s heard again in a 
closing bit of boogie woogie. In be- 
tween, band vocalist, Gail Landis, 
gives out with “Close to You,” plus 
an unbilled interlude by a mixed 
quartet. 

It all works out well enough and 
shows most of Sherwood's wares, but 
left on his own without the added 
vaude specialties, he probably has 
enough to supply entertainment for 
an average bill. 

Virginia Weidler is a grown-up 
young lady and handles a vocal of 
“What Do You Think I Am” in ad- 
dition to some good talk plus a strong 
finishing impression of Virginia 
O’Brien dead-panning “Rockabye 
Baby.” Registers very well. 

Other specialties include hoofery 
by Nancy Healy and a comedy inter- 
lude by Kenton and Armfield in 
which the grotesquely made-up fem- 
me is ribbed by her male partner and 
gradually switches to more glamor- 
ous garb and a complete remake in 
a background strip as partner vocal- 
izes. Draws some laughs and sup- 
plies the needed comedy on a top- 
heavy musical layout. 


Biz very big. Burm. 


Orpheum, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 16. 


Cab Calloway Orch (17), with 
Dotiy Saulters, Avis Andrews, Cab 
Jivers (6): Johnny Taylor, Chocola- 
teers (3); “Smart Guy” (Rep). 


Cab Calloway’s outfit is pouring | 
on the jive entertainment here this | 
week. Opening today was something | 
of an event, bringing in as it did a| 
topnotch array of sepia talent and 
marking a return of stage bills after 
five weeks of straight films. 

Popularity of Calloway in this sec- 
tor is attested by lines at every show, 


State, N. Y. 

Louis Prima Orch. (16) with Bob 
White, Lily Ann Carroll, Leon 
Prima, Jimmy Vincent; Tru Worth, 
Pansy the Horse, with Connie Haas; 
Steve Evans; “Phantom Lady” (U), 
reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 26, ’44. 


Few bands are as well-built for 
stage work as the Louis Prima com- 
bination, at the State this week with 
Universal's first-run of “Phantom 
Lady.” Prima’s combo not only 


does a fine musical job, but also 
adds numerous bits of business, 
which, along with the showmanly 
antics of the leader, makes the act 
solidly entertaining from all angles. 


Prima uses four trumpets, three 
trombones, five sax, three rhythm, 
in addition to his own trumpeting. 
Band beats it out on a good musical 
level, abetted by a fine beat, and in 
this show is using a handful of well- 
done arrangements of “It Had To Be 
You,” “White Cliffs of Dover,” etc. 
Leon Prima, leader's brother, is a 
featured trumpeter also; Jimmy 
Vincent is drummer, who takes a 
break in the finale number that's 
much too long. 


Bob White, singer, is apparently 
new to the band. He looked scared 
when caught, yet did nicely with, 
“For First Time,” “Close to You” 
and “Embraceable You” encore. Lily 
Ann Carroll, fixture with the com- 
bo, does a neat job on “Besame 
Mucho” and works with Prima on 
“Craziest Dream,” finishing up with 
another pop. Both singers, particu- 
larly Miss Carroll, were hurt by p.a. 
system, which was kept too low. 

Tru Worth, acrobatic dancer, is 
first of act list. She shows good 
ability, but doesn't properly utilize 
it. Act is slow due to almost slow- 
motion preparation for elementary 
tricks. It isn’t until the finale that 
she takes the wraps off such good 
items as a full flip into a split, and 
similar tricks. Gets a good hand for 
her efforts. 


Pansy the Horse, straighted by 
Connie -Haas, blonde in brief cos- 
tume, proves a fair comedy turn. 
This turn, too, could be improved 
with better material. Drew a mild 
reception when caught. 

Steve Evans, billed as recently re- 
turned from a long overseas trip for 
the USO, draws some laughs with 
his mild opening impressions of 
various personalities, but picks up 


speed later and finishes strongly 
with a drunk bit. 
Biz good. Wood. 


National. L’ville 
Louisville, Feb. 19. 
Smiley Burnette, Lenny Gale, 
Roberts Sisters (2) & Frances White, 
Judy Starr, Jimmie Rae; Earle 
Keller’s Orch; “Career Girl” (PRC). 


Smiley Burnette is the magnet for 
juve audiences and the comic from 
Western pics is no disappointment to 
his followers. He heads a fairish bill, 
which has a few sparkling moments, 


with indications of a record week's 
biz. The hi-de-ho lad is in top form 
and unbeatable from his opener, | 
“Minnie the Moocher,” down to the} 
finale repeat of jivey “Straighten Up | 
and Fly Rite,” a bouncy number that | 
benefits from the Calloway rhythm 


treatment. : 
Band stresses rhythm instead of | 
loud brass, although that’s there too 


Effect nas 
every 


when needed, and solid. 
the house rocking solid at 
piece. Second orch number is the 
groovy “105 in the Shade.” Band 
features two tunes from the film 
“Sensations of 1944” (UA), which 
finished. Both are clickers. 
“The Cats Shall Hep You,” 
mean beat that sells, and 
“Hepster’s Dictionary,” is on the 
novelty side, with batoneer offering 


First, 


a free copy to any “square” who 
wants to hep up. 
Calloway gives a touch of class 


with white tie and tials, but dons the 
zoot suit he wore in “Stormy Weath- 
His antics, showman- 
ship and know-how in getting enter- 
tainment across is much in evidence 
here. 

Orch features two femme singers, 
but only hits the Cab standard, 
although the other is vocally okay. | 
Hit is Dotty Saulters “Swing 
Low” and “Fly Rite.” 


one 


with 
She 
W ith 


Calloway; number is 


| on a third time in the finale and is 


She has a fine singing voice | 


Arhe.* *!* Fielde tees off with" “Amertcan bade ean.-----. 


more rounds. Avis} 
voices “Till My Baby 
Comes Home” and “The Man I 
Love.” The Cab Jivers, six boys 
from the band, work over “That's 
the Lick, Jack” in a jam session. 
Added acts include Johnny Tay- 
lor’s hilarious pantomime of a ball 
game. Also does a patter turn with 
Cab, and the Chocolateers (3), 
knocks itself out to excellent returns 
on the rug-cutting. Brog. 


STUNTER’S GEM RAP 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

George De Noimand, film stunter 
and bit player, was arrested on a 
charge of stealing jewelry worth 
$25,000 at a Beverly Hills cocktail. 
party. 

Gems, belonging to Mrs, Clarice 
Fancher, wealthy dramatic school 


still good for 
Andrews 


and altogether the five acts pack 
enough interest to. satisfy the 
patrons. 


While there isn’t a show stopper 
on the bill, acts go over due partly 
to Lenny Gale. who emcees the 
show. Opener is Roberts Sisters (2) 
and Frances White. Gals do a fast 
routine of taps on a circular plat- 


form and work furiously. Register 
for a big hand. 

Judy Starr. cute. vocalist. plaved 
this house about three months ago, 
but her material is fresh. and the 
patrons like her. “Devil and Deep 
Blue Sea,” her double-talk version 


of “Three Little Fishies” brings her 
back with a lot of palm whacking. 
She responds with “Mairzy Doats.” 

Jimmie Rae, nice appearing chap, 
mixes comedy chatter with acro 
dancing, then goes into the straight 
acrobatics. His talk about a non- 
existant partner, is good for laughs. 
Also takes a lot of comedy falls and 
forward somersaults. His closer, a 
double twist and forward somersault, 
sends him off to a swell hand. 

Lenny Gale, a good emcee, does 
impersonations of Fred Allen, Jack 
Benny, Wendell Willkie. One of his 
best is Mrs. Roosevelt, which Gale 
prefaces with a few words of ade 
miration for the nation’s first lady. 
Patrons eat it up, and Gale bows off 


| to a solid hand. 
repeats | 
the second tune with a jitter routine | 
brought | 


Smiley Burnette, with a tall, lanky 


cowboy partner, closes the show. 
Burnette chatters some informally 
while his partner does a few stunts 


with the bull whip, using a young- 
ster from the audience as a stooge. 
Cowboy sports a glorified Hollywood 
cagstume, while Burnette works in 
his regular getup. They pair off in a 
western tune “Riding Down the 
Canyon,” with Burnette giving out 
with a pleasant, nicely modulated 
voice. Burnette apparently didn’t 
make any effort to routine his act, 
but audience likes his efforts never- 
theless. 
Hold, 


Biz okay at show caught. 
Trotti’s Triple Pair 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Lamar Trotti, writer-director-pro- 
ducer at 20th-Fox, goes into high 
gear in May with two pictures on his 
production schedule, “Victor Hugo” 
and “Col. Effingham.” x 
Currently Trotti is scripting both 


student, were found later in a gar- 


“wees 


films, with Kathryn Scola as collap- 


“eae 


| 

| 
| | | | 
| | 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| | =— 
| | | 
| | | | 
| 


Melody fills the air— 
action floods the screen— 
in Roy’s great “good neighbor” hit! 


Wednesday, February 23, 1° |! 


ROGERS 


King of the Cowboys 


RIGGER 


Smartest Horse in the Movies 


with Ruth Terry 
Guinn (Big Boy) Williams 


Onslow Stevens - Mary Treen 
Introducing The Wiere Brothers F 


Bob Nolan and the 
Sons of the Pioneers 


JOSEPH KANE — Director 4 
Original Screenplay by BRADFORD ROPES « J. BENTON CHENEY 
€ 


HEAR ROY SING... 
HOAGY (‘'Stardust'') CARMICHAEL'S 
greot hit ‘HANDS ACROSS THE 
BORDER" and ‘‘DREAMING TO 
MUSIC,"* ‘‘WHEN YOUR HEART'S 
ON EASY STREET,"' ‘‘THE GIRL 
WITH THE HIGH-BUTTONED 
SHOES'* ‘‘HEY 
end ‘‘COOL WATER." 


| 
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B&K Plans Another Large Loop 


Theatre; Briefs From the Key Cities 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 
Laying plans for postwar expan- 


sion in the Loop, Balaban & Katz} 


last week acquired the site for a 
large theatre at the northwest cor- 


cago, moves up from assistant man- 
ager to manager of the Iowa. 


Tom Bailey to Denver 
Tom Bailey, former RKO salesman 


ner of State and Lake streets, adja- | in San Francisco, has been upped to 


cent to their State-Lake and Chicago | 
theatres. Purchase was made, 
John Balaban, secretary- -treasurer of | 
the company, to enable B & K to. 


puild a theatre to replace the Apollo, | 
when the building which houses it, 


is torn down after the war. 

All except a 40x80-foot space has 
been acquired and negotiations are 
underway for this piece of land.| 
When acquired Balaban & Katz will} 
have a frontage of 150 feet on State! 
street and 161! feet on Lake street. 


Boasberg Vice Wolff 


Charles Boasberg, RKO eastern 
central district manager, has been 
appointed New York metropolitan 
district manager, succeeding Robert 
Wollf, who leaves shortly to become 
RKO managing director in Great 
Britain. Boasberg formerly 
manager for RKO in Buffalo. 

Robert Mochrie, RKO sales chief, 
also announced the following promo- 
tions: Phil Hodes, formerly of N. Y 
branch sales staff, becomes N. Y. 
branch manager; B. G. Kranze, 
Cleveland branch manager, succeeds 
Boasberg as eastern central district 
manager. 

Kranze was formerly the Albany 
branch manager. Al Kolitz, formerly 
Denver branch manager, succeeds 
Kranze. Tom Bailey last week suc- 
ceeded Kolitz. 


Gulmyer Sells Out 
Mentone, Ind., Feb. 22. 

The Mark, established here about 
18 months ago by R. H. Gulmyer, of 
Elkhart, Ind., sold to Dallas Ritter, 
who with his father, Frank Ritter, 
will operate the house. Gulmyer has | 
purchased a theatre in Argos, Ind., to 

which he will move at once. 


Detroit Theatre Changes 
Detroit, Feb. 22. 

Ted Wynn has been put in charge 
of RKO exploitation in Detroit and 
Cleveland offices. Other exhibitor 
changes here include naming of Ted 
Montgomery as assistant booker for 
Universal; Ralph Elliott as Mono- 
gram salesman for western Michigan, 
and Harry Gilbert as city salesman 
for Universal. 

Managerial changes include Elton 
V. Samuels, manager at the Victory; 
Saul Saxon, at the Ritz; Ted Mal- 
epsy, at Imperial; Frank Leonard, at 
Great Lakes, and Mrs. 
Bauer, to the De Luxe. 


Talbot to Singer in Iowa 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Feb. 22. 
A. H. (Andy) Talbot, manager of 
Iowa theatre here for 


10 vears, has 
been promoted to district manager 


| 


branch manager of the company’s 


said | exchange in Denver. 


He succeeds Al Kolitz, who stays 
with RKO in a post not yet an- 
nounced. 


J. O. Harris’ 4th 
St. Jo, Texas, Feb. 22. 
The Texas, owned and operated 


| here by Lonnie Cox and Eli Morgan, | 
purchased by J. O. Harris, owner of | 


i,e Harris Poster Exchange of Dallas. 


| House is the fourth for Harris, who 


| 


| 


| 


Marjorie | 


for the Mort H. Singer Theatres in! 


Towa. Still 
Cedar Rapids. 
Frank Hoffman, 


will 


formerly of Chi- 


headquarter in 


also Operates the Ritz at Celina, the 
Ritz at Ladonia, and the Gem at 
Frisco. L, L. Harris, brother, will 
manage the various houses. 


Layton’s Civic Spot 
Childress, Texas, Feb. 22. 
Rufus Layton, co-owner and ‘man- 
ager of the town’s three theatres, 
named to the Chamber of Commerce 
postwar planning committee. 


RKO Managerial Changes 
RKO theatres homeoffice has set 
the following N. Y. managerial trans- 
fers: Martin Rosen, manager of the 
Hamilton, shifted to manage the Re- 
gent, succeeding Sam Taub, resigned; 
J. J. Thompson, manager of the 
Marble Hill, moves to a similar post 
at the Hamilton, with E. Devitt, as- 
sistant mgr. at the Coliseum moving 
up to manage the Marble Hill. 
transferred to manage the Shubert, 
In Cincinnati, James Pendergast, 
manager of the Capitol, has been 
changing jobs with J. E. Jones, who 
moves from the Shubert to the 
Capitol. 


Wilkie to Retain Par Post? 


Al Wilkie, publicity manager for 
Paramount, who resigned last week, 
is being prevailed upon, according to 
accounts, by Neil F. Agnew, sales 
chief, to reconsider. Meantime, Wil- 
kie is taking a week’s vacation at his 
country place upstate. 

Bob Gillham, publicity-advertising 
head, on the Coast on campaign con- 
fabs for new product, is not expected 
back until next Monday (28). Wilkie 
has been with Paramount more than 
15 years, originally in charge of pub- 
licity at Par Astoria, L. L, studio. 


Bergman, Lecturer 

“What Has Happened to Advertis- 
ing in the Theatre” is the forum 
topic for Maurice Bergman’s talk to- 
day (Wednesday) noon at the AMPA 
luncheon at Hotel Edison. Univer- 
sal’s eastern = publicity chief will 
be introed by James B. Zabin, 
for the luncheon, 

Guest list includes many top thea- 
tre executives. 


“Wheaties” and “Breakfast of i 
Champions” are registered trade , 
marks of General Mills, Inc © 


«|. and when they discovered Wheaties in the pantry, 
they decided to hang around till breakfast... 


Truly, Breakfast Can Be Beau- 
tiful. It can entice even the most 
fervent haters of life-in-the-early- 
morning. Even on the morning 


after. What’s the trick? Bowlfuls 
of The Cereal ... Wheaties, crisp 
golden flakes with the famous 
“second-helping flavor. 


Wash. Variety Club 
Adopts Abandoned Baby 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

All members of Variety Club, Tent 
No. 11, will be fathers by proxy, 
since the showmen plan to adopt a 
baby abandoned in a Washington 
park. Rudolph Berger, chairman of 
club’s welfare committee, announced 
the plan to maintain the child for 
one year, given deserving foster par- 
ents, and provided an education. 
Tent No. 11 will set aside $5,000 in 
cash, an annuity or United States 
government bonds for the child's ed- 
ucation when he is 16 years of age. 
Each barker will then be a father 
and a benefactor py proxy. 

This follows the plan adopted by 
Pittsburgh Variety some several 
years ago when a child was aban- 
doned in the Sheridan theatre there. 


Jack Benny 


Continued from page 1 


ing Benny and Lyons to make other 
deals. Grape Nuts agreement, it’s 


CIO's Release of SOEG Members 
Cues Closer Accord With AFL 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
__ Rank’ s Plan 


Closer working relations between 
Continued from page 3 


the CIO and the American Federa- 
tion of Labor jurisdiction is indi- 
cated in the announcement of the 
former organization that it has re- 
leased jurisdiction over 11 clerical 
workers in order to permit them to 
join the Screen Office Employes 
Guild. Separated group, comprising 
staffs of the Screen Writers Guild, 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization and 
Radio Writers Guild, shifted from 
the United Office & Professional 
Workers Union, a CIO affiliate, when 
Phillip Murray's organization saw 
eye to eye with the SOEG on its 
stand that the clerical workers dealt 
entirely with AFL unions in the pic- 


in America such as Rank contem- 
plates. It is uncertain to what ex- 
tent Rank’s need for U. S. funds 
could be met at this time. Rank, 
from accounts, has possibly $100,000 
to $150.000 due in the U. S., as bal- 
ance of his share from the rentals 
on “In Which We Serve.” 

Thus, those’ British negatives 
which Rank has earmarked for 
U.S. distribution will be an impor- 
tant factor in his expansion plans. 

From accounts, Arthur W. Kelly, 
who is serving as special adviser 


understood, sent $22,500 Benny’s way 
exclusive of time cost which figured | 
to nick the client an additional $10- 
12,000. ‘| 
Although Pall Mall at the present | E 
time seems to have the inside track | 
on signing the Benny troupe, it's 
known that Campbell's and one of ; 
the major soap companies, probably | 
Lever Bros., is also in there pitching 
with both reported willing to match 
the $25,000 figure Benny appears 
sure to get in his new connection. 


Tobacconist George Washington 
Hill, however, is understood to be 


so anxious to obtain Benny that he 
is ready to offer all kinds of con- 
cessions, including the three-year 
term, and maybe going so far as to 
top the 25G price tag. Possibility 
also has been mentioned that, in- 
stead of using Benny to plug Pall 
Malls, Hill might use him in place 
of the “All Time Hit Parade” for 
which he recently tried to lure Joan 
Davis away from Sealtest to boost 


heading up U. S. activities for 
Rank, is negotiating bank loans, ture industry, and felt their place 
with the “Life and Death of Col.| “5 with the other office workers 


in Hollywood. 

According to film labor heads, this 
is one of the first cases on record 
where a national organization has 
voluntarily released its members to 
permit them to join a rival group. 
Consensus was that the CIO action 
would go a long way toward ending 


(Two Cities), “This Happy Breed” | e pas ave interfered with film 
(Noel Coward) and “Col. Blimp” | Production: 

(Michael Powell-Emeric Pressbur- | 


ger). Others, scheduled for 
Conan TREAT ‘PURPLE HEART 
PIC AS STRAIGHT NEWS 


(Powell-Pressburger), “Caesar 
Cleopatra,” (Gabriel Pascal). 

One or more b.o. winners from! “The Purple Heart” (20th-Fox) is 
this list would start the ball rolling! receiving specialized treatment by 
for Rank’s physical distribution set- | newspapers and news syndicates, 
up in the U. S., with financing of| which are handling it as straight 
U. S. production possible  later.! news. 

Earnings from Rank's U. S. subsid Alton Cook, in the N. Y. World- 
would likely be retained on this; Telegram, ran an elaborate feature 
side for reinvestment. | yarn on the film, including. stills, 

Whether a release for “Col. Blimp” | Which was virtually an advance re- 
will be arranged with some major | view, coming out ahead of trade 


Blimp” and possibly other negatives 
as collateral. 

Rank has selected some of the top 
British films for distribution by 

Eagle-Lion Films, his own U. S. sub- 
sid. Of the seven he plans to re- 
lease in America the four completed 
or on point of completion are “Henry 


and 


Lucky Strikes. 

Despite the 
tion” assertion by 
the industry believe the agency and} 
client will put up a fight to prevent} 
NBC from turning “their” time over | 
to another sponsor. Others feel that, 
before any definite connection link- 
ing Benny with another product is 
made, Y & R will make every effort | 
to persuade their client to stay in | 
there punching till the final bell in 


“friendly disassocia- | 
Y & R some in| 


emcee | 


an effort to hold Benny and his 
troupe. 

Time Forfeited? 

| t's also being mentioned that | 
! Benny may have forfeited his right) 


to the Sunday night network nugget | 
because of his recent insistence on! 
transcription repeats of his show on| 
a Don Lee hookup for West Coast | 
listeners despite NBC _ objections. 
Forfeit chatter, however, is under- 
stood to be just dope, and comic, as 
far as is known, is still in sole pos- 
session of the spot to dispose of it} 
as he sees fit. 
Pall Mall would move}! 
into the Ruthrauff & 
under agreement simi- 
lar to that with present sponsor 
whereby the pride of Waukegan | 
undertakes entire responsibility for 
staging program, engaging and pay-| 
ing writers, orch, talent, production 
staffs, etc. Comedian also is said to 
be inserting a clause allowing him 
liberal time for film assignments and | 
a work-or-layoff privilege on a 52- 
week basis. 

Cam _ soup made a strong pitch | 
for Benny three years ago and nearly 
came up ‘ellie the prize. In fact, their | 
determined effort to land him was | 
largely responsible for NBC’s gifting 


Switch to 
Benny show 
Ryan office 


of the time spot to the comedian. 
Soup company remains definitely in 
the picture although apparently run- 
ning second to Pall Mall in the} 
stretch. 

Lever Bros. remains a rumored| 
possibility to become Benny's spon- | 


sor this fall although present reports | 
ndicate this prospect is not as hot | 
as the other two contestants. 


has never hesitated, however, in lay- 


of show. 
ing the final Pall Mall or Campbell 
dickering the soap outfit would cer- 


buy the show. 


| newly-created 


| 
| 
| Ida LUPINO @ Paul HENREID 


Lever | 


ing big dough on the line for both | 
time and talent once the decision has | 
been reached to put on a certain type | 
Should snags develop dur- | 


tainly wind up a strong candidate to | 


U. S. distrib (possibly United Art-| paper screenings. While Cook avoid- 
ists) before bank loans are granted; ed expressing an opinion, he used 
or the film released directly by the’ enough of the picture story to give 
Eagle-Lion  Films,'a complete and favorable advance 
td., has not yet been revealed. | notice of the film. 


| 


New York Theatres 


SRD WEEK 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous 


in Warner Bros. fit! 


“IN OUR TIME" 


a Person 


INA RAY HUTTON and ORCH. 


GEORGIA G “CONDOS BROS. 


THE THREE. STOOGES 


Performance 
Doors Open 10 A.M, 


RIVOLI B'way & 49th St. 


ANNE BAXTER 
THOMAS MITCHELL 


“THE SULLIVANS” 


A 20th Century-Fox Tlicture 
Plas A jth Ave. 
~~ ROXY Bt. “LADY IN XAVIER 
THE DARK” CUGAT 
And Ilia 


(in Technicolor) 


ALFRED HITCHCOCK’S 


LIFEBOAT 


Orchestra 


PARAMOUNT Times Sauare—Mid- 


night Peature Nitels 


BUY MORE WAK BONDS 
By JOHN STEINBECK 
ASTOR 


MUSIC HALL 


“JANE EYRE? 


LENORE AUBERT 
Spectacular Stage Productions 


B'WAY & 


‘PALACE 


GEORGE SANDERS 


@ VIRGINIA BRUCE © 


‘ACTION IN ARABIA’ 


| 


On the Screen 
3rd Week 


Tu Person 


THE MILLS BROS. 
and Others 


Named Joe” and ORCH. 


eroapway At Sist STREET On Screen 
“Song Buck & Bubbles A Guy 


of Russia” 


Through these portals pass the Most Beautiful Girls in the World 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 
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Hi Gabin is likely to strike a re- 4 


- 


sponsive chord in feminine hearts in | 
‘The Impostor.’ This is a strong tale ...a | 
dramatic recital with vivid incident” 


(Film Daily) and “Fresh background” 


— 


(Variety). “It is pointed and forceful. A 


steadily interesting narrative, different 


from other war pictures and rates high 


among the war pictures of the season” 


(M. P. Herald). “The choice of Jean Gabin | 


was ideal. He is outstanding, arousing 


the sympathy of the spectators at all 


HHI times” (Showmen’s Trade Review). “A 4 


IH moving story keyed to please. ‘The 


Impostor’ is all-absorbing” (M. P. Daily). 


7 
. REMEMBER! MARCH 15th DEADLINE FOR HONORED» 
HUNDRED BOND REPORTS TO STATE CHAIRMEN!’” 
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these are the words.of Trade Paper Reviewers 


...not ours! So...again UNIVERSAL comes thru 


with something different... change of pace... variety in 


| subject matter. . . the best answer fo the question “What 


has Universal got that no other company has!” 


DUVIVIER PRODUCTION* 


) *& Julien Duvivier is the producer of the sensotional 


“Tales of Manhattan” and Universal’s nationwide money- . 


7 ; maker and record-smasher “FLESH AND FANTASY” 
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De-Emphasis By Network Newsmen 
Qn Pacific War Theatre Creates 
Listener Reaction on the Coast 


along with¢ 


The major networks, 
the Don Lee web on the Coast, have 
gradually been getting out ol 
uneasy situation as regards the news 
commentator and analyst situation. | 

It all stems from a Pacific-con- | 
scious attitude by Coast residents, 
as reflected not 


only in newscasts 
but in newspapers as 


well. Even 


during the most crucial days of the terested 
the | No other details available. 


Italian campaign following 
establishing of the beachhead be- 
low Rome, 
and readers were, and still are, pre- 
dominantly interested in the Pacific | 
campaign against the Japs. 

With the top network commen- 
tator programs originated from the 
east, where emphasis has been di- 
rected at the European-Nazi phase 
of the war, excepting in outstanding 
campaigns such as the blasting and 
invasion of Truk, there’s been a/| 
general feeling of dissatisfaction | 
among Coast listeners with respect 
to Pacific war coverage. As a re- 
sult, the networks, with the Don 
Lee circuit in particular doing a 
notable job, have been engaged to 
do a complete re-editing for all 
local news broadcasts on the Coast, 
with a resultant shift in emphasis 
on the war in the Pacific. 

The nets feel that in the final 
analysis it will not only solve the 
problem for the moment but will 
eventually react to the advantage of 
Coast listeners, who are piling up a 
wealth of background knowledge 
which will serve them in good stead 
in the days when, once the Nazis 
have been vanquished, total empha- 
sis will be directed at the Jap 
warfare. 

Meanwhile, one of the major nets 
has been mulling the idea of inter- 
esting the sponsor of one of the top 
nighttime news programs in adding 
a second commentator to the stanza 
who would treat solely with the war 
in the Pacific. 


Santa Fe Bids 


For M Y,-Hour writers are collabing on scripts with} 
® 


Chicago, Feb, 22. 


> | ‘O’Neills’ May Return 


the Coast dial-twisters | former daytime serial. 


Sante Fe Railway will go on the 
air with a half-hour night time show 


as soon as time can be cleared. Rail-| ing, will have Casey Jones, aviation 
‘road preferred time over CBS, but 


none was obtainable. Negotiations 
are now on with the Blue network 
and Mutual with the latter having 
the inside track at the moment. 

Herb Hulsebus, handling the ac- 
count through the Leo Burnett 
agency, is submitting two types of 
programs, one a Cavalcade of the 
Southwest and the other a variety 
show, 


Chi Social Agcys. Co-op 
On Delinquency Shows 


Launched By WBBM. 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 
A new type of public service pro- 
bowed in over WBBM last 
week when the Chi Council of. Social 
Agencies, acting in conjunction with 
four charities, began a series of dra- 
matic on juve delinquency. 
Scripts are being written by various 


agencies on topics dealing with their 


shows 


own particular field under supervi- 
ion of the WBBM program depart- 


Format is dramatization of youth- 
ful problems and the solution found 
through the aid of social agencies. 

Agencies working on the show are 
the YWCA, Big Sisters. YMCA and 
the Norwegian Lutheran Children’s 
Home. Talent is furnished by the 
Junior League Radio Theatre and 
little theatre groups. Show takes | 
over the 2:15 p. m. (CWT) spot on 


Saturdays. 


Pederson Joins Blue 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Elmer Pederson, veteran of Coast 


In 30-Min. Nite Spot 


“The O'Neills” may return to the 
air shortly in a half-hour night spot, 
with a Chicago agency reportedly in- 
for an unidentified client. 


Wolf Associates now handling the 


Tele Repeat For 
Dowling Show 


First network airshow with a re- 
peat television performance bows in 
next Sunday (27) when Eddie Dow- 
ling preems “Wide Horizons” on the 
Mutual web at 4 p. m. and brings 
the entire cast into the DuMont stu- 
dios, N. Y., for a video presentation 
of the half-hour program at 8:15 
p.m. Repeat policy holds through- 
out life of MBS show which goes in 
for the customary 13-weeks. 

“Horizons” is sponsored by the 
Boots Aircraft Nut Co. Decision to 
televize the series is considered one 
of biggest boosts tele has received 


Premieres 


(Feb. 23 to March 4) 
Feb. 25 
“It Pays to Be Ignorant,” with 
Tom Howard, George Shelton, 
Lulu. McConnell, Harry Me- 
Naughton: 9-9:30 p. m., Fridays; 
WABC-CBS: Philip Morris; Biow 
agency. 
Feb. 26 
“The Garden Gate,” with Tom 
Williams: 9:15-9:30 a. m., Satur- 
days; WLAC-CBS; Burpee Seed 
Products: Flagler agency. 


Feb. 27 


“New World A’Comin’”; 3- 
3:30 p. m. Sundays; WMCA, 
N. Y.; sustaining. 


“Wide Horizons,” with Eddie 
Dowling; 4-4:30 p. m., Sundays; 
WOR-Mutual: Boots’ Aijrcraft 
Nut; Cecil & Presbrey agency. 

“Green Valley, U. S. A.” 
drama: 5-5:30 p. m., Sundays; 
WOR-Mutual; Emerson. Radio; 
William Weintraub agency. 

“Mary Small Revue,” with 
Mary Small, Sunny Skylar, Ray 
Block orch.; 5-5:30 p. m., Sun- 
days; WJZ-Blue; Clark Candy; 
Walker Downing agency. 

Feb. 28 

“Luncheon with the Stars,” in- 
terviews with studio stars; 12:15- 
12:30 p. m., PWT, Mondays; Pa- 
cific Coast-Blue; RKO Pictures; 
Foot, Cone & Belding agency. 

March 4 

“Grand Central Station,” 
drama; 1-1:25 p. m., Saturdays; 
WABC-CBS; Pillsbury Flour 
Mills; McCann-Erickson agency. 

“The Music America Loves,” 
musical: 7-8 p. m., Saturdays; 
WJZ-Blue: RCA; J. Walter 
Thompson agency. 


since war caused postponement of, 
skedded large scale expansion of the | 
new medium. Industry observers, 
point to fact Boots show not only) 
brings bigtime network show to tele 
for first time but also provides real 
star in Dowling. Lack of big names 
in tele on permanent basis has been. 
one of chief drawbacks in attracting | 
advertisers to new field, it’s pointed 
out, and opinion is that acceptance 
of the electronic screen by Dowling 
will do much to attract other top- 
notchers to tele. 

Separate scripts for MBS and Du-| 
Mont shows are in final stages of 
preparation under supervision of| 
Thomas G. Sabin, radio exec of| 
Ceci! and Pumphrey agency which 
handles Boots account. Several | 


Sabin handling transformation and 
production details in adapting | 
straight radio performance for re-| 
peat tele screening. 

“Horizons,” in additton to Dowl- 


expert, as a permanent member of 
cast and plans to intro talent finds | 
spotted by Dowling in war plants) 
throughout the country. Two such 
newcomers will be on each show, 
it's planned, with one name guest 
from the amusement field also show- 
cased each week. Outstanding in- 
dustrialists, engineers and_ other 
figures from aviation also will ap- 
pear during Boots-Dowlin® series. 
Glenn L. Martin, plane builder, 


will be show’s guest on preem and 


| remote hookup with Baltimore will} 


| be used for an interview with his 

|} aged mother in that city. Interview 
with Mrs. Martin will have to be 
scratched from tele performance, 

| Auditions for guest artists from 


Pancake Flippers 
Next on Petrillo 


List, NAB Hints 


Washington, Feb. 22. 


Agcy.-Theatre Wing in Wrangle Over 
‘Canteen’ Show; Performers Nix Airer 


+ Dissatisfaction of 


No Successor as Yet 


To Judy DuPuy on PM 


PM is still scouting around for a 
suecessor to Judy DuPuy, radio edi- 
tor who left the N. Y. tab last week 
to join the General Electric Co. in 
Schenectady, N. Y., as television re- 
search director. 

Officials at PM have stated that a 
new radio editor will be chosen 
shortly, despite reports that the af- 
ternoon paper planned to do without 
a topper in the radio dept. 


Morgenthau Pays 
Tribute to Radio 


Secretary of the Treasury Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr., paid tribute to the 
part that radio stations, the major 
networks and advertisers played in 
the success of the recently concluded 
Fourth War Loan drive in a state- 
ment issued Friday (19). 


“Because of the total number of 
people it reaches and the effect 
which it has on those people, radio 
as such is indispensable to the suc- 
cess of any War Loan drive,” Mor- 
genthau said. “I would like to pay 
tribute to the people of radio—to the 
writers and actors, engineers, exec- 
utives and sound effects people, the 
advertising agencies and sponsors, 
broadcasters and script writers, sing- 
ers and musicians, 

“It was these people who gave 
their time and talents, their know- 
how and ingenuity—yes, their hearts 
above all—to the sale of war bonds 
in the Fourth War Loan. Radio has 
once more demonstrated its place in 
the social structure of this nation, as 
well as its ability to move people to 


Hint that Petrillo’s AFM may be 


readying a drive to take over “pan-|4 Person charged with the task of 
stations | raising the funds for victory, I say, 
is| ‘Thank you for a job well done. 


cake turners” in all radio 
where ‘the union has contracts 
contained in the current issue of} 


the NAB “Repoits.” 

“Information has been received,” | 
says the publication, “that a number | 
of AFM locals are making demands| 
for pancake turners.” Union men | 
do this work of handling the records | 


in Chicago, St. Louis and possibly | campaign, adding, “This is truly a 
one or two other towns at wages/| remarkable record.” 


ranging from $45 to $90 for a 25- 
hour week. 

In this connection, “NAB Re- 
ports” reprints testimony by Petrillo 
before the special investigating 
committee headed by Senator D. 
Worth Clark in January, 1943. At 
time, in answer to 
Petrillo told the committee: 

“In Chicago, I happened to nego- 
tiate the contract myself and when 
I made the demands for the pancake 
turners, there was no opposition to 
it. They gave them tg me, so I took 
them. I probably would have 
dropped it myself if they had said, 
‘You will have to call a strike be- 
cause I am not going to give you the 
pancake turners. But I put it in 


| ranks of warplant workers are un-/ there and they gave it to me and I 


der Dowling’s supervision 


with} could not turn it down.” 
most performers likely to be picked 


In reply to another question, Pe- 


from casts of morale-building shows) trillo replied: “We would love to 


staged at the various factories. 


| have them all.” 


Nets Get Ultimatum 


Repeats Click 


queries, 


| 


Meet Pay Demands Tomorrow (24). 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 


Battle lines for a renewed net- | 0 attorney 


| decided Petrillo’s demands cot 
etrillo’s demands could not | touch with his local draft board. 


work-James C. Petrillo struggle have 
been the AFM 


chief's ultimatum through local 
| union officials that the four webs up 
; their studio music staffs here by to- 
morrow (24)—or else. Huddles pre- 
ceding the Petrillo edict wound up 
| Monday (21). 

NBC, CBS and the Blue network 
were ordered to boost their tooting 


drawn following 


radio and in recent years director of crews from 35 to 60 men while the 


public relations at KFI-KECA, 
moved over to the Blue network as 
sales promotion and merchandising 
manager. 

He succeeds Kevin Sweeney, who 


started his naval training with the, over 


Yaiing of ensign, 


Mutual increase was set at up from 
20 to 40. Toughest financial blow. 
if Petrillo is successful, will be felt 


The four webs. 
Edy 


jointly represented 


vard McCrossin, have 


|}and would not be met. Basis for re- 
| fusal will be the War Labor Board's 
recent action in declaring Chi a 
critical labor area and ordering a 
48-hour instead of a 40-hour work 
week. 

Position is being taken by. net- 
works that if labor is so critically 
needed here how come Petrillo can 
force the “stations to hire musicians 
that are not needed. Web reps at 
confabs last week and this included 
Harry Kopf, v.p. of NBC's central 


division; Ed Boroff, v.p. of the Blue 


iby the Blue chain which faces a! network: Leslie Atlass, CBS western 


yearly budget increase of $300,000 | division.v.p., and Frank Schreiber, 


present expense for studio 


‘| music. 


WGN, who represented 


MBS for 


their midwestern: effiliates: | 


act. Both as a radio listener and as 


Ted R. Gamble, national. director 
of the War Finance division of the 
Treasury Dept., in a report to Mor- 
genthau, pointed out that radio told 
the story of the Fourth War Loan 
drive to 110,000,000 listeners inces- 
santly during the four weeks of the 


As Chi Talent Agent; 
Best Client Himself 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Writer-actor Henry Hoople is 
slightly bewildered by the fast mov- 
ing ups and downs of free-lance 
radio. 

A series of bad breaks for Hoople 
was topped by writing a successful 
audition show for Procter & Gam- 
ble featuring Bill Thompson, only 
to have Thompson receive his in- 
duction notice a few weeks before 
the scheduled tee-off. Hoople then 


the American 
Theatre Wing with the C. L. Miller 
agency's treatment of “Stace Door 
Canteen” has resulted in the odd 
situation of a sponsor being caught 
in the middle. Sponsor is credited 
by the Wing with the best intentions 
but the agency seems to have com. 
plete say over the program's format, 
Consequence is that the Wing and 
the performers who appear on the 
Friday night CBS show at a eut- 
rate are completely dissatisfied with 
the treatment of the show. Roger 
White, the show’s producer, is not 
the offender but rather the ageney 
toppers. 

It’s pointed out that the original 
“Canteen” flavor of the program is 
being lost, with the session becom. 
ing a series of gag performances for 
name performers, whose talents, in 
the opinion of many, are being 
squandered. Situation has reached 
the point where performers are re- 
fusing to appear on the stanza, not 
because of the reduced payments, 
but because they are not given the 
proper treatment. Case in point was 
treatment of Joseph Calleia on last 
Friday (18) night’s session. Calleia 
had just returned from an overseas 
tour but was turned into a mere 
gagster instead of reporting on what 
he had seen and done, thus injecting 
a note of seriousness and change of 
pace into the program. Further 
criticism has been directed at the 
fact that the present format of the 
program doesn’t allow for contrast, 
and Raymond Paige's orchestra is 
being completely wasted on some 
sessions, 

It all adds up to a declining lis- 
tener rating and points to the pos- 
sibility of the program's discontinu- 
ance. This would be disastrous for 
the Wing, which depends on the in- 
come from the program for main- 
tenance of many of its activities. The 
sponsor holds that the Wing is prob- 
ably right. It’s also pointed out 
that this is the agency's only radio 
program and that it may have to 
learn things the hard way—hard for 
themselves and the Wing. 

Discontinuance of the program 
would also leave Paige without a ra- 
dio show since he lost the Morton 
Downey and “Salute to Youth” 
stanzas. 


WLS-Blue Deal 
Via Syndicate Set 


Phoenix, Feb. 22. 
Mark Woods, Blue web v.p., pulled 
up stakes Friday (18) for return 
voyage to New York after conferring 


|at length with Burridge Butler and 


Glenn Snyder, Chi biggies in owner- 
ship and operation of WLS. Under- 
stood Woods, in next 30 days, will 
submit several deals with object of 
acquiring Windy City outlet for 
Blue. Local station, KOY, did not 
figure in negotiations. 

It's also understood that before 
Blue purchase of WLS goes through 
a Chi syndicate will take over the 
outlet and then transfer same to the 
Edward J. Noble chain under finan- 
cial arrangements still to be worked 


decided he might be better off in 
his old occupation as talent agent 


where he used to have the bad habit |! 
of selling himself. 

Running true to form, in one week | 
he sold a six-night-a-week show on/! 
half- | 


WGN; sold “Lightning Jim,” 
hour Western story in which he 
plays a featured role, and also 


nabbed a contract with the Blue Net- | 


| Work as writer of “The Blue Frolics’” | 


Starring Durward Kirby. In_his 
spare time Hoople is adapting “The | 
Nebbs,” Heart syndicate cartoon 
strip, for a prospective network show 
originating here, and keeping in 


FARM HINTS PROGRAM 
GETS CBS A.M. SPOT 
“Garden Gate.” a CBS-produced 
show, starring Tom Williams, horti- 
culturist, known as the “Dirt Dob- 
ber,” will move into the 9:15-9:45 
a. m. Saturday slot on CBS, begin- 
ning Feb, 26, and will be sponsored 
b? Burpee Seed Co., of Philadelphia. 
Format will be gardening hints 


and stories by Williams, plus pick- 
up of talk by an official of the U. S. | 
Dept. of Agriculture from Washing- | 


ton, 


out. Syndicate probably will put 


| Snyder in charge of four or five sta- 


tions in midwest and allow him to 
make network tie-ins at his dis- 
cretion. Snyder seems set to be 
named president of the combine 


— 


Eversharp Maulling 
Half-Hr. Milton Berle, 
Renard Orch Show 


New half-hour variety show fea- 
turing Milton Berle, emcee, and Jac- 
ques Renard orch was auditioned tor 
possible network shot Monday night 
(21). Theme of show, an audience 
participation idea, is “What is Your 
Secret Ambition?” 

Eversharp, now sponsoring Phil 
Baker's “Take It or Leave It” pro- 
gram, is reportedly interested in 
Berle’s audition performance. Baker, 
incidentally, is set for film assign- 
ment on Coast im near future. 


Mutual, WGAC Part 
Mutual is dropping its affiliation 
with WGAC, Augusta, Ga. 
Link ends June 135 <:.:: 
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VARIETY 


RADIO 27 


AIN'T FUNNY 

Wherever the blame may fall, radio comedians, notably 
in recent weeks, have been gradually lessening their hold 
on the reins. The sad truth of the matter is that the funny 
men on the air today—and that goes for the top ones as 
well as the lesser ones—are continuously muffing their 
lines, frequently even the punchline. True,.the first times, 
the clever ad libbers turned it to their advantage and culled 
some additional laughs. When it became a more common 
practice, it was too obvious and the laughs gradually di- 
minished to a titter. Lately, it’s reached a state where it’s 
downright slipshod carelessness. 


Can it be that the comedian’s head has grown too large 
for his hat and he thinks he’s so important to radio that 
his vast iistening public will take and like anything that he 
dishes out? Why should, particularly, the troupers from 
vaudeville and Broadway, feel they owe less perfection to 
their new audience than they did to their former de- 
votees? Surely a weekly half-hour performance in front 
of a mike can rate several rehearsals and still leave them 
better off than eight to 14 shows a week. Even though 
there’s a change of script weekly, this should afford no 
excuse, since they still have the benefit of reading their 
lines—and too often they sound as though they’re only 
read. 


The fact remains that the slightest mistake over the air- 
waves seems to reverberate and linger with the listeners 
after the comedian tries to slip into his next gag. Can it 
be that the producer is lax or hasn't sufficient authority to 
make the performer toe the mark? Just as the producer 
of a Broadway musicomedy insists on rehearsals until he 
knows his show is letter perfect for his $4.40 seat-holders, 
so, too, should the radio show producer demand equal sat- 
isfaction for the sponsor, who is dishing out some of the 
biggest salaries the comedians ever received. 

Or can it be that the technique of piecing together air 
comedy shows cannot work? This “hunk” technique, par- 
ticularly in the case of a comedian guesting on another’s 
program, obviously offers serious obstacles, as in such cases 
very little time is available for rehearsals. It does seem, 
however, that the guestar’s pride in his own prestige would 
at least see to it that he himself would be letter perfect. 


As we say, we don’t know the reason that’s brought the 
condition about. But we do know that radio artistry has 
fallen a peg or two and some of the comedians could take 
heed and tighten up those loose reins before their fans 
start running. 


Mutual Sustains 
Saleable Time For 
Prestige Show 


| five-times-a-week, 3:15-3:45 


TRUE STORY.’ BLUE 
AIRER, GETS SPONSOR 


“My True Story,” 


next two months with Libby, 


taking vver on fail 
Blue network deal. Show now heard 


p.m. on 


Unusual instance of a network | the Noble web, stays on same hook- 
freezing what it regards as good sal-} up but moves into 10:15-10:40 a. m. 
able time to develop a_ sustaining | slot. 


show because of its prestige value is Sponsorship deal was set through 
Walter 


Margaret Sangster as supervisor of 


that involving the switch of “Soldiers | J. with 
With Wings” into the Mutual 6-6:30 | 
Sunday night spot curently occupied 
by Campana’'s “First Nighter” pro- | 
gram. Latter show moves into the | 
Wednesday night (9:30-10) spot on|is planned by Blue staffers and 
which “Soldiers” is currently heard. | agency crew. Network is working 
“First Nighter” switch “becomes | 0D deal to fill in gap left by Libby 
effective March 8, with “Soldiers” to | Program which has taken only 
be heard for the first time in the minutes of former half-hour show. 


Sunday spot on March 12. Campana, | es 


Thompson agency 


promotional and 


before 


scripts. Intensive 
advertising campaign 


which has dropped its Saturday - 

“Serenade” show with Dick Powell, | W h S k 0 

is upping the budget on its “First | esting we la - - 
Nighter” program, with the WOR- | h M , | Bl 
New York outlet, occupied by the | Anot er usica on ” 


Guess Who” Wednesday night show, | 


also to become available for the net- | 
work program. 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Another Westinghouse 
starts on the Blue network March 13 


musical 


ge Ss in quarter hour stanzas on three 
ge ts major Hooper | 


cities, has been kicking around for a 
long time. It was formerly heard on | 
CBS. It’s put on in cooperation with 
the Army and the Hollywood Victory 
Committee, and has attracted many of 


tor of McCann-Erickson, it will fea- 
ture the King’s Men, Sally 
land, vocalist; the piano team of 
Edward Rebner and Ted Saidenberg 


‘ }-voice ale chorus now 
the top stars and other celebs as and the 16-voice — : ves 
Mutual says it can sell the the 
ume without difficulty but is more and Victor 
interested in the prestige value ac- | 

oung. 


cruing from “Soldiers.” 


Program will be along pop lines, 
with emphasis on song hits of the 
past, current raves and those coming 
along. Ken Darby directs the music 
and Olmstead supervises 
tion. 


Bobby Moran has shifted from the 
Consolidated Radio Artists nitery 


department to the cafe department 
of Frederick Brosyi. 


One of the most 
audience building campaigns 
radio history is currently under way, 
with a number of the Class A sta- 
tions around the country cancelling 


; contracts for spot announcements on 


time 


' been threatening to drop their radio | 


chain breaks in order to build up 
their listener pull and shows, 

The intensive campaigns come at a 
when more and more news- 
papers throughout the country have 


| advertising, the Chicago Daily News 


only last week falling in line with 
a terse edict that such lineage would 
be dropped when newsprint ration- 
ing gets tougher. 

Siation managers. on the other 
hand, have been taking the attitude 
that there many more advan- 
tages to be gained in utilizing the 
facilities of their own stations in 
building up audiences rather than 


are 


' pouring the money into newspaper 


| coffers, 
| cancelling 


While they realize that 
the spot announcement 
and buying the time them- 
selves for the buildup is, in effect, 


sales 


, “taking money out of the left hand 


pocket and putting it in the right,” 


they see the double-bookkeeping 
_take paying off in multiple divi- 


dends in terms of increased listener 
| audiences, 


Taking their cue from the meth- 
ods devised by WABC, N. Y. (one of 


| the few stations in the country that 


| doesn't 


sell its chain breaks), in 
plugging its shows, station managers 
are adopting similar techniques that 
lend themselves to the peculiar 


| structure of the station in question. 


noon sustainer, is sponsor-bound in |} 


longtime after- | 


| 


Mc- | 


Thus in order to build up a show | 


that has a weak rural audience, the 


BUILD AUDIENCES 


OF \Leee’s Time Asserts Independence 


intensive station | 
in | 


In Face of Pubs Blue Interests’ 


¢ First critical blast at radio by a 

|Henry R. Luce publication since 
Nip Preview fentrance of the publisher into 
Chicago, Feb. 22. ! financial setup of Blue network 


; strangely enough was aimed directly 
jat a Blue program. Last week's is- 
‘sue of Time mag (18) contained an 
jarticle in the Radio section on some 
| fumbling in connection with the 
| Horace Heidt show for Hires root 
| beer (Monday, 7 p.m.), recently in- 
} troed on the web. 

“Heidt Time for Hires” features an 


Then there’s the story of the 
surprise party given at the Static 
Club last week for a certain sta- 
tion’s chief announcer, by a num- 
ber of his co-workers, before the 
chief’s departure for service in 
the Navy. 

Seems as though the chief and 
a few of his announcers were 
whooping it up when a party of 
eight guys at.,another table, who 


intricate telegraph-teletype hookup 
'in which Blue affiliates participate 


had already indulged in more as part of a nationwide scheme to 
giggle water than necessary, got obtain jobs for discharged service- 
abusive and started running down men. Bandleader interviews appli- 


radio in general. cants before mike and asks for em- 


to another and before any of the ployment offers from listening au- 
announcers could pronounce the dience. 
call letters of his station. fists Time article revealed that on open- 


| 
| 
One thing led 


ing show, Jan. 24, one dischargeeg, a 
self-described hero of the Kiska cam- 
paign, was strictly a phoney, and 
that the other soldier interviewed on 
_the preem also was slightly tainted 
|as far as the “hero” label tacked on 
| by Heidt was concerned. This job- 
seeker was discharged the 


were flying and when the fracas 
was over and the. casualties 


stations are plugging such programs | 


immediately following a show with | 
| Balter had been summarily crowded | 


a solid “back-country” Hooper. 


Other techniques are also being 
adopted by network affiliates in 
general with the result that a “cir- | 
culation credo” is gradually being | 


developed in radio. 


tion, for instance, that “you can’t 
sell a person a dinner when he’s 
full,’ the chain break plugs are 
putting stress on entertainment pro- 
gram plugs at the conclusion of a 
news session, rather than attempt 


tention to later-in-the- eve- 
programs appearing on 


to call at 
ning news 
the station. 


Lew Brewn’s 1-Minute 


he accepts songwriting challenges 
'from the audience. Brown's gim- |} 


preem | 


25 | 


Sweet- | 


produc- | 


Tune Challenge Airer; 


Musical Whodunit Clue 


Brown has 


Song 


up 


smith Lew come 
vith a hew 
audition 
which 


is slated for 
with a show in 


programs aha 


sessions soon 


mick is a wager that he can write a | 
in | 
160 seconds to fit any title or subject | 


complete tune and lyrics, 


Sone. 


audience volun- 


idea suggested by 
teers, 

Lucre angle probably will be 
worked on patriotic angle with 


sponsor ‘(Brown hopes) kicking in 
vith r bond to contestant if tune- 
nith fails to make good. 

Another trick musical program 


idea has been offered for network 
consideration by Buddy Page, for- 
mer musical irector at Warner's 
Centr eatre. Passaic, N. J. Idea 

based on detective story mystery 
routine with musical clues to be de- 


ciphered by 
Successful spotting 
whodunit. 


contestanis. 
tunes solves the 


Philo Vance May Snoop 


Once Wkly. for 30 Mins. 


“Philo Vance” | 
secured by| 


for 
been 


Radio rights 
mysteries have 


Wolf Associates, with a sponsor re- 
portedly interested in presenting the) 


whodunits on half-hour, once-' 
weekly basis. 
Current idea is to present one 


novel every four wecks, intervening | 
stanzas to-be 'seyialized: 


On the assump- | 


from his Phillies cigar program, has ? 
since gone to California where he fs} a ] é or 


ndividuals or teams of 


of 


checked, the chief had, of all 
Army on account of a leg injury re- 
an; Cecil Brown 
9 | As explained in Luce mag’s expose, 
| various service and civic organiza- 
e 

eeps D Ig | plying for job-seeking spots on the 
| show. First few shows, however, 
originating in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., | explained these loopholes have been 
where the Industrial Union Coun-/| effectively plugged with little likeli- 
protesting the network's “un- | pointed up question of taste in com- 
American” action against the com-| mercializing plight of out-of-work 


things, a bitten finger. 

ceived, according to Time, when he 
fell from a freight car while kibitz- 
|tions were supposed to check on 
backgrounds of all servicemen ap- 
The Sam Balter-Mutual pot con-/} disclosed that checkups were not all 
tinues to boil with latest steam jet| they should have been, but Time 
cil (CIO) for the area last week} hood of further embarrassment for 
unanimously adopted a_ resolution! Heidt or his sponsor. Mag piece also 

mentator. CIO delegates declared} soldiers and sailors. 
Treatment of Heidt is taken in ra- 


| from the air by top officials of MBS.| dio circles to mean that Luce pub- 


Formal 


| casting in a critical vein on yee 
| viewpoints of Col. Robert R. McCor- 


| 
| 


slant on radio prize | 


| Mutual 


protest was lodged with | lishing execs are to take strong in- 

WBAX, Wilkes-Barre MBS affiliate,; dependent stand when dealing wit 

and a copy of the resolution has| the boss’s radio interests. 

been forwarded to the FCC. | : 
Balter, cut loose Feb. 2 by Mutual 


being heard over a Don Lee hookup. 
Although no official explanation for 
dropping Balter has been forthcom- 
ing from the network, reports that 
he was a “reprisal” victim for broad- 


~ Blue News Spot? 


Looked-for entrance of Life-Time 
of Publisher Henry R. Luce into the 


Chi 
newsgathering setup of the Blue net- 


affiliate 


publisher and owner 
WGN, were denied. | 


mick, 


Network spokesmen declared Col work, following his recent acquisi- 
| McCormick made no request for Bal-| of web tock wait- 
ter to be dropped. They added the _ for a cue” stage. Paul White, 
Chicago Tribune publisher had no CBS director of news and special 


authority through his network con-| ¢Y¢Mts, reportedly is in line for the 


edj i ‘e's radi 
nections to order Balter off the air news editor's post in Luce’s radio 
ans. 
' or have him removed. 
The Wilkes-Barre resolution. how- Although W hite is denying that 
ever, repeated the rep isal reports such a shift is being conte mplated 


on his part, the ression still re- 
and said that such action constituted pal ne imp ion still re 


|a threat to continued faith of the in radio circle 
American people in radio as a means — for an important position 
of communicating news and opin- when the Life Time organization 
ne makes its expected entrance into th 
Meanwhile Balter’s replacement Blue newsroom. 


on MBS. Cecil Brown, who took part | Reported change, it’s said, would 
| boost White from the $20,000 bracket 


|in a somewhat. similar network). 
tangle himself a few months ago: into the 50G class. 
when he severed connections with} 
CBS. appears to be taking up the . 
cudgels where Balter left off, at NAB Warns Stations 
least th respect to political atti-| . 
ides being taken by Col. MeCor-|  Commedore Pop Discs 
mick’s newpaper and those under! 
Hearst control. Require ASCAP Li 
Ex-CBS'e1 Brown blasted the! eq icense 
pubiisher Wednesday night (16) for Washington, Feb. 22. 
illeged ti-Russian and anti-Brit-;| . NAB is warning radio stations 
h i He led off by opining, that recordings of ASCAP music 
that contents of some American) made by the Commodore Record Co., 
newpapers would make one wonder! of New York City, are not cleared 
whether we are allies or enemies of| at the source and that stations are 
| the Soviets and British. Brown also! required to have the regular 
| repeated a statement made on a ear-| ASCAP license to use such discs. 


| lier program that the United States| NAB sounded out ASCAP and got 


either must reach an agreement, the following reply: 
with the Soviet fos: post-war colla- “We have no record of having 
boration or face another war. Issued any clearance at the source 


to the Commodore Record Co.. 415 
Lexington avenue, N. Y. C. There 
Bing or Nothing at All is apparently some misunderstand- 
Philadelphia, Feb. 22. ing on their part. If a station de- 

WFIL last week sold a program’ sires to broadcast phonograph rec- 
which features Bing Crosby record- | ords manufactured by this company 


ings exclusively. it will be necessary for the station 
Sponsor is the Philadelphia Elec- | to have the regular form of ASCAP 
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Soaperas Manifest 
To Wash Up 


New Ideas 


Mounting Criticism 


Injection of new trends and ideas 


into the daytime serial picture has 
been manifest in recent weeks in 
auswer to mounting criticism that 
the cross-the-board morning and aft- 
ernoon stanzas are losing ground 
because of the year-in, year-out 
strict adherence to the soap-opera 
formula. 

The new switches even embrace 
an “on-location” idea which, so far 
as is known, was introduced for the 
first time in daytime serials last 
week when the cast of “Bright Hori- 
zons.” the Lever Bros.” serial, heard 
on CBS in the 11:30-11:45 a.m. slot, 
broadeast from Lake Placid, N. Y., 
on Friday (18) to give a realistic 
approach to a stanza built around a 
winter sports show. 

Likewise a departure in suds sagas 
was the General Foods’ “We Love 
and Learn” episode last Thursday 
(7) over (2:30-2:45 p.m.), 
which emerged as a dream sequence 
done in fantasy and with satirical 
overtones. It was one of the few 
times such technique has_ been 
brought into the radio scripting pat- 
tern. 

¥esterday’s (22) stanza was also 
an innovation for shows aimed 
strictly at femme appeal, the script- 
ing job on “Love and Learn” for the 
Washington's Birthday occasion be- 
ing slanted toward the male public. 
“Moral Grime” Vs. Mental Release 


The controversy over daytime 
serials meanwhile continued apace 
last week. At a discussion in N. Y. 
under direction of Mrs. Joseph E. 
Goodbar, radio and press chairman 
of the New York City Federation of 
Women's Clubs, daytime serials were 
denouneed as leading to “increased 
moral grime and uncleanness” and 
defended as offering mental release 
to housewives. 

William G. Werner, of the Procter 
& Gamble Company's division of 
consumer information, told the par- 
ticipants that eminent medical and 
psychiatric authorities, after study- 
ing a number of daytime radio pro- 
grams, reported that many of these 
programs “transport housewife lis- 
teners, for the moment, ,to the sort 
o* dream-and-romance world which 


GLADSTONE SURPRISES 


White Owl Commentator Passes 
Clapper, Predecessor, on Rating 


An instance of one of those odd 
situations that crop up every now 
and then in radio—for which ap- 
parently there’s no ready answer— 
is the case of Henry Gladstone, the 
White Owl news commentator on 
Mutual, Monday and Thursday nights 
at 10 o'clock. Gladstone succeeded 
Raymond Clapper, killed recently in 
a plane crash in the Marshall Islands. 


Although in the category of 
straight announcers reading a script 
prepared by the Mutual news room, 
Gladstone’s rating, according to the 
latest Hooper report, has shot up a 
full point, giving him a 4.0, as com- 
pared with a high Clapper rating of 
3.5. Gladstone comes within .8 of a 
point of the Raymond Gram Swing 
Thursday night rating of 4.8, the 
latter, formerly a White Owl com- 
mentator, being heard on the Blue 
for Socony at the same hour. Swing, 
along with Gladstone, went up a full 
point in the last Hooper report. 


Consider O'Keefe 
As ‘Truth Emcee 


Walter O’Keefe is being given 
consideration for the “Truth or Con- 
sequences” emcee spot soon to be 
vacated as a result of Ralph Ed- 
wards’ recent successful audition for 
Uncle Sam. Assignment is held by 
network and agency execs to be one 
of the toughest on the air. 


Reports that Garry Moore might 
break away from Jimmy Durante 
and the CBS Camel show to take 
over “T. or C.” are without founda- 
tion as the youthful comic is under- 
stood to be hitched to his present 
sponsor on a seven-year deal. 

O’Keefe recently auditioned a half- 
hour variety package of his own 


gives them refreshment in mind and 
Spirit they so often sorely need.” 
Miss Marion Dickerman, education 
director of the American Arbitration 
‘ssn., countered by calling daytime 
serials a 
the “clear boundary edges of 
moral codes are smeared and oblite- 
rated.” She stated that in the opin- 
ion of former teachers like herself, 
who have observed the psychologi- 
cal effects of suggestion on the minds 
of adults and children, “the long 
range effects of such a deluge of dirt 


is bound to be increased moral grime | 


and uncleanness.” 


New $1,206,000 Suit 
Filed in Chi Court Vs. 
Winchell, Blue, Jergens 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 
Amended complaints 
tal of $1,200,000 damages for alleged 


libel in connection with publication, | 
“Under | 


sale and promotion of 
Cover,’ were filed in Chicago Fed- 
eral District Court last week on be- 
half of George Washington Robnett. 


exec secretary of Church League of | 


America. 

Robnett again seeks $1,000,000 
from the Blue- Network, Walter 
Winchell and his sponsor, Jergens: 


$100.000 from E. P. Dutton, publish- 
ers of book, and $100,000 from John 
Roy Carlson, author. Latter 
not named in previous actions, which 
were dismissed when Federal judges 
William H. Holly and John P. Barnes 
ruled that no facts were set forth 
in original complaints that would 
entitle Robnett to recover damages. 


JACK NORTH, CHI TIME 
BUYER, HIT BY CAR 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

« Jack North, space and radio buyer 
of the Aubrey, Moore anu Wallace 
agency, was seriously injured last 
week when alighting from a taxi in 
Evanston, Ill. North was paying his 
cab fare when struck by a car, driven 
by a drunken driver, and was 
dragged 200 feet. . 

North is in St. Francis Hospital, 
Evanston, with a fractured pelvis, 
hip, leg and other injuries. 


seeking to- | 


Was | 


under the William Morris banner 
| but this, it is understood, would in 
|no way interfere with his accep- 
| tance of the “Truth” emcee spot if 
| he gets the call. 


CBS in Ticklish Spot 
On Gillette Move For 
Newspaper Mentions 


Further evidence that sponsors are 
out to break the newspaper ad tabus, 
as pointed out in last week’s 
of “Variety,” came last week when 
Gillette, renewing for the fifth year 
sponsorship of the Kentucky Derby, 
sent word to the CBS press de- 
partment, via the Maxon agency, 


“deluge of dirt” in which } 
the | 


editors should be included. 

| However, CBS again finds itself in 
ithe middle of a ticklish situation, 
since the listing of the sponsor in 
the sports columns is something for 
the newspapers to decide and not 
the network. 


| Commercials the 

| Downs broadcast on May 6 will 

|stress both the Gillette blades and 


shaving cream. 


"ARTHUR KUDNER, AGCY. 
HEAD, DIES ON COAST 


Arthur H. Kudner, 53, head of 
the national advertising agency 
bearing his name, died in Los An- 
| geles Friday (18) a week after he 


had been stricken with pneumonia. } 
| He went to California with his wife, | 


|Mrs. Madelin T. Kudner, about 
three weeks ago on a combination 
business trip and vacation. 

A former newspaper man, Kudner 
was born in Lapeer, Mich., and ed- 
j ucated in public sehools of his home 
town and at the University of Mich- 
| wan. After working on newspapers 
in Michigan and New York he en- 
tered the advertising field with the 
Cheltenham agency, N. Y., in 1915 


and the following year became a 
copywriter for Erwin, Wasey in 
Chicago. He later was transferred 


to the New York office, became the 
agency’s chief copywriter and was 
president of the concern from 1929 
until he founded his own company 
in October, 1935. 


issue | 


which handles the account, that the | 
razor-blade tag in releases to sports 


Leo Roars the News 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


Metro’s Leo the Lion will roar 
on two news strips airing on 
local stations. Peter de Lima has 
a 10-minute daily period on KFI 
and Jack Slattery gives out with 
five-minute bulletins on KNX. 


Marks the first time that a pic- 
ture studio has sponsored news 
strips. 


Hope Back As 
Hooper No. 1, 
37.1; Fibber 2d 


Feb. 15 Hooper report on night- 
time.shows puts Bob Hope back in 


the No. 1 spot after he was dis- 
placed by a very slight margin, in 
Feb. 1 listings, by “Fibber McGee 
and Molly.” 


Hope’s rating of 37.1 is the high- 
est ever attained by the comic at 
this season of the year since 1940. 
He jumped from 31.6 on the last 
Hooper report. The “Fibber Mc- 
Gee” program boosted itself from 31.9 
to 35.2 but still had to be content 
with second place, 


Next in line on newest boxscore 
are Edgar Bergen-Charlie McCarthy, 
29.2; Jack Benny, 26.7, and “Aldrich 
Family,” 26.6, which is tied with 
“Radio Theatre.” All the first six 
programs are repeats from a year 
ago with all in some positions ex- 
cept Jack Benny and “Aldrich Fam- 
ily,” transposed this year to put 
Benny fourth and “Family” fifth, 
the reverse of 1943 positions. 


Comedy still rates high on the na- 
tion’s radio fare, with eight of the 
first 15 being out-and-out laugh 
shows and three others depending 
in a large part on funnybone antics 
for their popularity. 

Overall figures released by Hooper 
show an average evening program 
rating of 11, up 6 from Feb. 1 but 
down 1.4 from a year ago. Sets-in- 
use figured 32.1, up .7 and down 1.8 
on same basis. Hooper rated the 
available audience at 79.2, a drop of 
sfrom two weeks ago and a 12- 
month falloff of 2.7. 


Hooper’s first 15 and ratings: 


Bob Hope........ 
| “Fibber McGee”............ 35.2 
Charlie McCarthy......... 29.2 
Jack Benny......... 
“Aldrich Family”.......... 26.6 
Radio Theatre ..........-. 26.6 
Seam 
ose 25.2 
Abbott and stello....... 244 
24.2 
Frank Morgan-Fanny Brice. 23.7 
| “Mr. District Attorney”.... 23.7 
Screen Guild Players....... 23.5 
| “Take It or Leave It”...... 21.5 


Ettinger Heads Writing 
On ‘Matinee’; Other 
Thompson Script Shifts 


Ed Ettinger, who recently re- 
turned east from the Coast, 
he was head writer on the 
| Woolley-Sammy Kaye Old 


| signed as head writer of the Owens- 


Churchill! Tlinois “Broadway Matinee” after-| 


{noon program. Switch is one of 
several writer re-assignments an- 
| nounced last week by the J. Walter 
Thompson agency. 

Ettinger succeeds Harry Hermann 
ion the Alfred Drake “Matinee” 
writer of the new RCA show which 
bows in on the Blue March 4 as 
replacement for the current “What's 
New?” show. 


\“The RCA Program—Music_ All! 
America Loves.” 
| Bob Mosher and Joe Connally, 


Thompson staffers on the Coast, are 
now the chief writers on the Chase 
Sanborn-Edgar Bergen Sunday 
night show. Mannie Manheim, the 
program’s former top writer, has 
been handling the Vimms-Frank 
Sinatra Wednesday night show. 


SEALTEST SHOW EAST 


Cast of the Sealtest show headed 
by Joan Davis and Jack Haley, now 
aired from the Coast, is scheduled to 
come east for four weeks of broad- 
casts starting March 23. 

Entire layout with exception of 
Eddie Paul’s orch moves east. A 
substitute band will be picked up in 


N. Y. 


where | 
Monty | 

Gold | 
| Wednesday night show, has been as- | 


pro- | 
gram, Hermann going over as head} 


New title of latter is| 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Patti Andrews, one-third of the Andrews Sisters team, was cancelled out 
of the “Basin Street” program Sunday night (20) because of swollen, glands 
Andrews Sisters have been booked for the “Hall of Fame,” Philco show 
(Blue) Sunday, March 5....Edward Pola, Richard Fanville and Al Victor 
Seydel were elected to membership of the Radio Directors’ Guild at meet. 
ing of organization Thursday (17). 

Olyn Landick, the “Hackensack Gossip,” signed to regular stint on forth- 
coming “Mary Small Show” for Clark Candy, starting Feb. 27 on the Blue 
(Sundays, 5-5:30)....David Victor and Margaret Mayer, who will write 
the show, have set up their own scripting office in N. Y....Lawson Zerbe 
has virus pneumonia at St. Luke’s....Jackson Beck, radio’s “Cisco Kid,” 
now also narrating for Pathe Newsreel....Alan Ducovney, director of 
“Superman,” Army-bound. Frances Dexter, his assistant, may take over 
....John McKay, NBC press chief, vacationing in Florida....Allen Hardy, 
formerly with Satevepost, has joined NBC's press staff.... 

P George Crandall, CBS publicity boss, reported for jury duty on Fri. 

ay (18). 

Karl Swenson, who plays title role of “Lorenzo Jones” and is co-lead 
in “Our Gal Sunday,” CBS serial, is being written out of both pieces for 
two weeks in order to hit the road with George Abbott’s “Highland Fling” 
.... Sylvia Field (Mrs, Ernest Truex) has returned from the Coast and is 
now in NBC’s “Stella Dallas”....Carl Benton Reid doubling between 
“Cherry Orchard” at the National theatre and “Amanda of Honeymoon 
Hill” (CBS)....Paul Ford, tough sergeant in the stage drama, “Decision,” 
is newest member of “Easy Aces”....Helen Mencken tossed a bassinet 
party last week for Joy Hathaway, title player of “Amanda of Honeymoon 
Hill”....Virginia Dwyer newest addition to “Second Husband” cast. 

Jerry Marshall, WNEW announcer, and Gerry Schwartz, CBS, have 
announced their engagement. 

Fred Allen and Ralph Edwards will play reciprocal guest appearances 
next month, Allen working on Edwards’ “Truth or Consequences” March 4 
and Edwards on Allen’s show March 5. 

Eleanor Kilgallen, sister of Dorothy Kilgallen, Broadway columnist, re- 
places Winifred Law as casting director at CBS. She had been in the cast- 
ing department of the Richard Kollmar office and previously was in the 
NBC casting department. 

Richard McDonagh named assistant manager of NBC script division in 
place of Erik Barnouw, who went over to Radio Service of Army Service 
Forces as supervisor of education department. Charles Newton also added 
to department to replace Neal Hopkins, who went freelance....Paul Girard 
resigned as station relation manager for Press Association to answer Army 
induction call. He's married and the father of two daughters. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Wilma Williams is the new WLS press department head....WGN, in co- 
operation with the Fourth War Loan campaign, held the local premier of 
Columbia Pictures’ “None Shall Escape” in its theatre-studio Saturday 
evening (19) with admission purchase of a $500 War Bond....Herb Wixon, 
of KMPC, Beverly Hills, in town....Bea Ferband, of the WBBM press 
department, off for two weeks in Florida for her health..,.Art Peterson, 
lead in “Guiding Light,” slated for the Army in two weeks... .Bill Ramsey, 
Procter & Gamble radio chief, spent a couple of days here... .Jimmy 
Parks and his wife left for three-week vacation in Prairie Grove, Arkansas, 
Parks’ home town....Pete Yaeger, Blue Network sales manager, conferred 
with local Blue execs last week....Carl Wester, in and out of town, in 
| interest of “MacArthur for President’ movement....Gilbert Taylor, who 
hails from Birmingham, has replaced Frank Kettering, who recently 
joined the armed forces, with the Hoosier Hot Shots, heard on the Na- 
tional Barn Dance....Ken Griffin, star of “Road to Life” and “Backstage 
Wife,” back in the casts after a siege in the hospital. 

Harriette Widmer is a new addition to the ‘“Helpmate” cast and Phil 
| Lord is now playing Big Bill Wiley in “Road of Life”’....Joe Ainley, free- 
| lance director, laid up at home with the flu....Movie fans will get their 
| first glimpse of Quiz Kid Joel Kupperman when Universal’s “A Chip Off 
| the Old Block” starts making the theatre rounds. ...WBBM-CBS late even- 
| ing shot, formerly known as “Gibson, O'Neill and Petrillo,” is now labeled 
| “Petrillo, Janette and MacCormack.’ Gibson has withdrawn from the 

show at insistence of Fletcher Wiley, and O'Neill is in Hollywood making 
,a picture....Vee Harder, secretary to Don Roberts, CBS western sales 
; manager, leaving for a two-week vacation before joining WAVES.... 
| Barbara Luddy, star of “First Nighter,” left for New York after Sunday's 
| broadcast to visit her husband in the armed forces....Guy Wallace will 
| take over the Tip Top bread program over WBBM when Cliff Johnson goes 
| into the Navy. Johnson is slated to become a member of the radio de- 
| partment at Great Lakes Naval Training Station and a vocal soloist with 
;the Bluejackets choir....Bert Wilson, who came from Indianapolis last 
| year to handle big league sports here. has been selected to broadcast the 
| play-by-play games of the Chicago Cubs this summer over WJJD, spon- 

sored by Old Gold and Walgreen drug stores. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


| Ken Niles, web announcer and emcee, is author of another article on 
hunting, which appears in the current issue of “Outdoor Magazine.” 

That rarity of radio, a woman producer, is again with us in the person 
of Florence Ortman, who took over the reins of Jean Hersholt’s “Dr. Chris- 
tian” on its return from 10 weeks in New York. 


| the controls....Martin Wickett, program director of WTOP, Washington, 


| Stopped over enroute back east after attending funeral of his father at 
| San Mateo, Cal.....Tom Luckenbill around for a week “without a worry 
{in the world”....Harry Spears produces and “Cookie” Fairchild taps the 
|downbeat for “Take It or Leave It” when Phil Baker comes to town 
| March 5 for his picture of the same title....Kate Smith, Ted Collins, et al., 
| here for four weeks to preview five Paramount pictures. Studio is footing 
the travel and hotel bill....Arthur Moore still on crutches but sufficiently 
recovered from his illness to take over production of the Dinah Shore show 
from Glenhall Taylor, who'll now give his full time to supervising all 
Young & Rubicam Coast originations....Norman Morrell, who was Coast 
radio head of the old Lord & Thomas agency, showed up as a private at 
| Li. Col. Tom Lewis’ Armed Forces Radidé Service in Hollywood. ...Grace 
Guarnera left NBC’s program traffic department to take her WAVE train- 
ing at Smith College. She starts off as an ensign....John Reber due out 
this way, March 8 to talk over this ’n’ that with Danny Danker....W. B. 
| Lewis to Frisco after being around for a few days on CBS audience survey 
| and to talk up frequency modulation....It was like the old days at 20th- 
| Fox with Bill Bacher throwing cues for “Hall of Fame” insert of “Song 
|of Bernadette.” It was strictly a Bacher production, with an orchestra 
of 55, choral group of 30, cast of 14 and plenty of mikes scattered around 
....Wyn Rocamora in New York trying to swing radio rights to “Our 
Hearts Were Young and Gay” and incidentally to see about a program for 
Dorothy Lamour....Carl Stanton in to discuss with Jim West the new 
policy of longer serials for Dreft Star Playhouse....Jack Douglas up to 
his old tricks. Now he’s trying to unload on his friends Peruvian moun- 
tain goats left behind by an explorer friend who was called in the Army. 
It was Douglas who Christmas-gifted radio eds with live pigs....Charles 
Ryder, CBS-KNX auditor, goes on the air each Saturday to advise dis- 
traught persons how to fill out their income tax forms....Frank Sinatra 
and Jack Benny have been booked for guesting on Screen Guild Theatre 
Feb. 28 and March 6. Benny will do “Three Men On a Horse,” released 
to radio for the first time by George Abbott and Cecil Holm....Bert 
Praeger back from New York to act as contact on Jack Carson show for 


Foote, Cone & Belding....John C. Robb named manager of Blue’s news 
and special features department on a move from New York.. 
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Is it “D-nee-per” or “D-ny-per” or 
? 


And what about “amenable’? 


Are you sure how that one goes? 


* * 
Well. NBC announcers are. They have to be. 


What's all this got to do with advertising 
over NBC? Just this. When all NBC announe- 
ers give their words the same pronunciation 
—ithe correct one—the quality of every pro- 
gram is stepped up, distractions are avoided, 
the advertiser’s sales message is given addi- 
tional power to create receptiveness in the 


‘ 
listeners and to induce action. 


These are but some of the objectives of “The 
NBC Handbook of Pronunciation.”° which was 


conipiled especially for NBC by James F. Ben- 


der. eminent American authority on speech. | 


Conceivably, each of the millions of NBC 
listeners has his own paxticular reasons for 
listening to NBC programs and responding to 


the sales messages of NBE advertisers. 


But, whether it’s the voice of a favorite 
crooner, the jokes of a favorite comedian, the 
music of a favorite orchestra—or the correct 
pronunciation of Dnieper (NEE- per) *—this 
nation-wide acceptance of NBC programs by 
millions puts a nice point on NBC's constant 
drive for perfection in “little things.” Its the 
total of these “little things” that has made NBC 
“The Network Most People Listen Mostc? 


*From “The NBC Handbook of Pronunciation” 


They ail tune to the 


National Broadcasting Company 


It’s a National Habit 


America’s No. 1 Network 


A Service of Radio 
Cerporation of America 
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Ryan Sees No Reason Why NAB, FCC 
Can't Work Together in Harmony 


Washington, Feb. 22. | 


A little close harmony. for a 
change. between FCC and NAB, is 
one of the aims of John Harold) 


Ryan when he takes over as presi-| 
dent of NAB. 

Something else on Ryan’s mind, he 
told “Variety.” is an association) 
broad enough in scope to handle all 
the problems of the industry when, 
FM. television and facsimile get roll-| 
ing in the post-war period, so that! 
there will not be one organization | 
for AM stations. another for FM, a) 
third for television, etc. 

“I see no reason.” Ryan said, “why | 
we shouldn't get together with FCC. | 
It might be of considerable benefit | 
to both of us. d have always been | 
able to get along with Mr. Fly and I) 
hope the chance will be afforded to) 
us to cooperate. I will go into NAB) 
with no chip on my shoulder. I plan) 
to see’: Mr. Fly in the near future to 
discuss the problems of the indus-| 
try." 

If Ryan has his way, and the NAB 
and FCC kiss and make up it will be 
something of a new deal. even for) 
Washington. For years the Federal | 
agency and broadcasters’ organiza-| 
tion have been pretty much at) 
swords points, each eyeing the other 
suspiciously when they were .not 
actually slugging. 

Too Many Cooks 

Regarding the post-war future of} 
NAB, Ryan feels it is a big enough; 
outfit to a anything new that 
may come along*in the radio field. 

“Broadcasting will be weakened 
by too many different organizations,” | 
he explained. “The industry is 
stronger today than it was a few 
years back when there were several 
different associations. When I step 
into the new job, I intend to study 
the problem of whether divisions 
should be set up inside NAB—one 
for AM, one for FM, one for tele- 


vision and one for facsimile. Of one} 
thing I feel certain, however. If! 
there are such divisions, they should | 


be units within the framework of! 
NAB.” 

Ryan does not want to. talk too 
much at present about what the 


future will bring. He points out that 


, the broadcasting industry only knows 


a portion of what may become avail- 
able after the war. Many things are 
still military secrets or are only in 
the laboratory stage. 

“I feel there will be a tremendous 
transformation in the five years 
after the war.” he said. “That will 
not be only in the newer branches 
of the science like FM and tele- 
vision. There are things in. the 
laboratory -which will improve and 
change AM broadcasting, as well. 
AM is not in its final development 
by any means.” 

Ryan does not expect to take over 
at NAB until about mid-April. 
Neville Miller will remain until the 
end of February with C. E. Arney, 
Jr.. bridging the gap under his new 
title of temporary managing direc- 
tor. Ryan will work closely with 
Arney and the NAB board in the 
méantime. 


From his present position as as- 
sistant director of the office of 
censorship in charge of radio, Ryan 
has gotten a picture of the industry 
which makes him very proud of it. 

“The broadcasters,” he said, “have 
done an outstanding war job of co- 
operation with various government 
agencies. They have proven to us 
how effective voluntary censorship 
can really be. This unique plan of 
cooperation has worked better than 
any other kind could, and radio, to- 
gether with the press, has much to 
which it can point with great satis- 
faction. We had voluntary censor- 
ship in the last war, but that time 
there were nowhere near the prob- 
lems which confront us today. There 
was no radio at all.” 


Capt. Ellis Cited 
Cincinnati, Feb. 22. 
Capt. Frank W. Ellis. a field rep 


in merchandising depart- 
ment before entering the service, 
recently was awarded the Distin- 


guished Flying Cross for extraordi- 
nary achievement on a bombing mis- 
sion over Germany. 


Adman’s Double Take 


Lauren H. Ashe, E. R. Squibb 
ad manager, like everyone else, 
hates to be disturbed by phone 
calls when he’s listening to the 
radio and especially when his 
own program, “To Your Good 
Health,” is on the air. That's ex- 
actly what happened at his New 
York home one night recently, 
and Ashe beefed, but not mildly, 
at the untimely interruption. 


Fast double take resulted, 
however, when Mrs. Ashe, who 


handled the call, communiqued 
that telephoner was a pleasant- 
voiced young lady from a rating 
agency asking if set was in use, 


what show was tuned in and 

who sponsored. 
Squibb exec can’t wait now 

for calls after 6:15 p.m., Mon- 


days, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
hoping other survey outfits will 
be on the wire asking how he 
likes the “Heaith” program. 


Straight Music In 
‘What's New’ Slot 


Format of the new RCA show 
which replaces “What's New?” 
Saturday night on the Blue was set 
last week by the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency, which handles the ac- 
count. The full-hour (7-8 p.m.) 
“What's New?” show goes off after 
the Feb. 26 broadcast, with ‘the new 
half-hour replacement program 
(7:30-8) bowing in March 4. 

New program will be a straight 
musical stanza, featuring guest 
artists weekly, representing both 
the classical and.pop divisions. An- 
nouncer, still to be set, will be on a 
permanent basis. 

Show will be called “The RCA 
Program-Music All America Loves.” 
Guestars on the initial program will 
include Jeanette MacDonald, Perry 
Como and Jay Blackton, who is in 
the “Oklahoma” musical pit, con- 
ducting a 30-piece orchestra. There 
will also be a 14-voiced chorus. 

Thompson agency has assigned | 
Harry Hyermann as head writer of 
the show. 


If you have seen "Fresh Paint’, 


the new book by Mutual. 


. you realize 


this thumbprint 
is simply 


It's a symbol of all the researchers who have 


discovered new things about radio. 


And a Symbol of all the advertisers who are doing 


new things on Mutual. 


If you haven't seen "Fresh Paint", drop us a line. 


The Mutual Broadcasting System 


Political Snag: 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

Future of the House probe of FCC 
is in considerable confusion here as 
the result of a political explosion last 
Wednesday (16) which severed the 
Lea Committee sharply into its Dem- 
ocratic and Republican components. 
One virtual certainty is that the days 
of Eugene L. Garey as committee 
counsel are now definitely numbered. 
No committeeman would predict 
whether Garey would quit or be fired 
but the three Democrats and two 
Republicans were agreed that, one 
way or another, he is not long for 
the Washington scene. 

Garey has been a storm center al- 
most from the beginning of the orig- 
inal Cox Committee. FCC chairman 
James L. Fly labeled him a “Wall St. 
mouthpiece” early in the proceedings 
and the scrap between Garey and 
Fly took on a more and more per- 
sonal! angle as the probe went along. 
Situation came to a head when Fly 
disclosed that Garey had fed anti- 
administration material to David 
Lawrence, syndicated newspaper col- 
umnist. 

With an election year on, this sent 
the blood of the Democrats up to the 
boiling point but there was nothing 
they could do because one of their 
number, Rep. Warren G. Magnuson, 
of Washington State, was up in 
Alaska, so that the committee split 
was two to two in the capital. Last 
Wednesday (16) Magnuson returned 
and the three Democrats went into 
an immediate session. Out of it came 
the following statement by Chairman 
Clarence F. Lea: 

“The special committee met. this 


Gambling ‘Expose’ Via 
Air Show Stirs Poser 


crooked gambling is 
once-weekly half-hour spot on the 
Blue network, following an audition 
of the show Monday (21). Sponsor 
has announced intention of bank- 
rolling the stanza, but Blue execs 
have not decided yet whether pro- 
gram is suitable for the airwaves. 


Format includes’ narration by 
Mickey MacDougall. card trickster. 
who recently completed a tour of 


service camps throughout the coun- 
try exposing gambling tricks to sol- 


diers, among various other take-a- 
chance gimmicks. Paul Luther 


the producer. 


‘SONG IS BORN’ WOOS 
TUNESMITHS ON COAST 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

NBC's Coast outlet is encouraging 
novitiate song writers via new 
taining program, “A Song Is Born.” 
Each week three selections will be 
aired from the numbers sent in by 
novices, with the chosen composers 
receiving cash awards and BMI pub- 
lication, 


Atter three weeks, program goes 
under the sponsorship of Lagendorf 


Bakeries 


Burns Mantle Auditioned 
As Drama Commentator 


Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. last 
week auditioned a program featuring 
Burns Mantle. drama critic emeritys 


of the N. Y. News. as commentator 
in compact renditions of past and 
ent Broadway shows 


cur 
| Format is five times per week, 15 
| is 
| handling 


tes each. Trans-American 


'Case Vice Neuworth In 
WBBM Program Dept. 
Chicago, Feb. 22. 
George Case has been appointed 
assistant program director of WBBM, 
succeeding O. J. Neuworth, resigned. 
Latter will devote his time to free- 
lancing and the prgductien of the 
“Romance of Helen Trent” serial. 
Case, who has been with the 
station fer two vears, will be 
ceeded as production manager 
Fred Kilian, whe moves up 

producer. 


by 
from 


New York — Bill McGrath 
been upped from production man- 


Sone of WNEW to sales promotion 
1¢4 


For Blue Web Execs 


A weekly radio program exposing | 
headed for a, 


| mittee 


| 
| 


is | 


SUS- | 


suc- | 


has | 


FCC Probe Gets All Tied 


Garey on Way Out 


morning. Prior to this, each member 
had been presented with a copy of 
the protest heretofore filed with the 
chairman by Franklin S. Wood, at- 
torney for Edward J. Noble, in a suit 
filed against the defendant by Donald 
Flamm in the Supreme Court of the 
State of New York. Representative 
Edward Hart moved that further in- 
vestigation into the sale of radio sta- 
tion WMCA be postponed until the 
New York Supreme Court shall have 
a reasonable opportunity to dispose 
of the litigation. 

“The motion was adopted unani- 
mously by those present. It is the 
purpose of the committee to conclude 
the invesiigation of the sale of this 
station as soon as a reasonable time 
is allowed for the disposal of the 
case by the court. It is the purpose 
of the committee to grant a hearing 
to the FCC as soon as the practical 
handling of that matter will permit.” 

Rump session rebuffed Garey and 
assured FCC a chance to get on the 
stand and start answering charges 
against itself before Congress shall 
finish work on its budget. The House 
has already slashed the war work 
budget by $1,500,000 on the basis of 
testimony brought out by Garey. 
FCC has charged that it has answers 
for all the charges #ut has never 
been given a chance to tell its story. 

The two Republican members of 
the committee, Richard B. Wiggles- 
worth, of Massachusetts, and Louis 
E. Miller, of Missouri, came back 
swinging with a statement late the 


| same day. They said: 


“The action of the three-man Dem- 
ocratic majority of the Select Com- 
to investigate the FCC in 
squelching the investigation of the 
strange sale of radio station WMCA 
and the part plaved by high officials 
of the present political administra- 
tion, makes it perfectly plain that 
this is a ‘hush-hush’ move, pure and 
simple, to keep unsavory facts from 
the public. It is part of the whole 
New Deal scheme to cover up per- 
nicious bureaucratic practices and 
the graft that is inherent in such 
a maze as we have in Washington 
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SALT LAKE 
MARKET 
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S. S. FOX, President 
W. E. WAGSTAFF, Com. Mer. 
* 


JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
National Representative 
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Wednesday, » 3! 


WALTER PRESTON 
Program Director 
19 years in redio 
(13 years at WBBM) 


Production Monoger 
15 years in redio 


AL CHANCE 


Director 
15 years in radio 


TER ROBERTSON 
Director 
13 years in redie 


6.) WEUWERTE 


Assistant Progrom Director 
12 years in radio 


TWENTY master showmen—whose total radio experience 


RURTER RAMLE 


Assi in cherge of Smoii Groupe. 
yeors ot WBBM 


adds up to 183 years—direct WBBM s biggest program. 


The knowledge and skill of these 20 experts have kept 


JEWELL 
16 yours in vedio WBBM the most sponsored station in Chicago for 19 
4 straight vears. 
Our best program is the one followed by our showman- 
10 yeors ot WBBM ship department; the program of building radio shows to 
perform specific selling jobs successfully. 
When you buy radio—local, national spot or network* 
—see what our professionally staffed showmanship depart- 
Manny AURTT ment can do to program that time so it will produce the 
Waxiniunr sales per advertising message. 
GEGREE CLARE 
Producer-Scheduling FRED 
Z 
WORT BALL | 
Continuity Writing Supervisor 
8 yeors at WEBM 
GEGRGE MARKS 
producer Writer CHICAGO'S 
FAUST Director Showmanship Station 
Director yeors in rodie 
years in radio 50 060 Watts 780 ke. 
| 
& 
*WBBM originates these network programs: 


Represented by Radio Sales, 
the SPOT Broadcasting Division of CBS 


MARY WAGHER 


Helen Trent, Ma Perkins. Radio Newspaper of | 
the Air, First Line, American Women, America 
in the Air, Bachelor's Children, Brewster Boy. CAESAR PLTRILLG MARY WACKER 
wie trector 
a € yeors of WEBM | year at WBBM 


Producer-Writer 
3 yeors in radio 


| 
\\ So). 
a | 
183 years radio behind 
Ps 
| 
| 
| | 


RADIO REVI 


“YOUR OLD TIME HIT PARADE” 
With Lulu Bates, Mark Warnow 

Orch. 
30 Mins.; Friday, 8:30 p.m. 
AMERICAN TOBACCO 
WEAF-NBC, N. ¥. 

(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

Lucky Strike’s Old Time Hit 
Parade revised its format with this 
broadcast (11) and the change is no 
improvement over the prior policy 
of presenting standard melodies. It’s 
simply a different and unsatisfying 
method of doing the same thing. 
However, the employment of Lulu 


Bates to interpret old and new 
items is a happy move. She's a 
vibrant personality and a definite 


asset to the show. 

Line, “Name the song before the 
gong” explains the new idea. Tunes 
are played, then interrupted while 
the announcer or audience calls the 
title. At the end of the show five 
service men are culled from the 
audience and those who successfully 
label a finale tune participate in a 
$500 war bond prize. That’s okay, 
but the end doesn’t justify the 
means. 

To arrive at that pvavoff punch 
the show is sacrificed to a chopped- 
up pace. While a chorus or more 
of each tune is played, the abrupt 
ending of each with a gong and the 
revelation of the title is always 
jarring, particularly since the songs 
used are among the best standard 
compositions available. And there 


MATERIEL 


FROM A 
PRODUCTION LINE 
IN A 


BOOM 
TOWN 


REACH THESE 
MARKETS WITH 
RADIO 


| which 


as a listener loses hita vs ..¢fseif in 
the always melodic arrangements 
glowingly interpreted by Mark War- 
now’s big orchestra, that unexpected 
cutoff is cause for annoyance. 

Wood. 


“NATIONAL FARM AND HOME 
HOUR” 

With Curley Bradley, Cadets Quar- 
tet, Harmonizers, Rex Maupin and 
The Homesteaders, Mirandy, Wal- 
lace Kadderley, Ruth Van Deman 

Writer: Vern Oleson 

Producer: Robert B. White 

30 Mins.; Mon.-Sat., 11:3@ a. m. 

Sustaining 

WROK-Blue, Rockford, Il. 

One of the oldest programs of its 
type on the air, now in its 12th year, 
this six-times-a-week farm show re- 
cently underwent a change in for- 
mat. Under the guidance of pro- 
ducer Robert B. White the show has 
been greatly improved and emerges 
as a palatable combination of tunes, 
philosophy and agricultural infor- 
mation, interesting to both farmer 
and city folk. Old 
16 to 18 minutes of talk from Wash- 
ington (which tended to make it 
pretty dry), with musical comedy se- 
lections by the orchestra. Talks from 
D. C. now are confined to a total of 
10 minutes, inserted four different 
times during the program and tunes 
used are all old established favorites 
like “Silvery Moon,” 


mon Holler. 
Bradley 
filling in 


between numbers 


three-minute 
discourse in rockin’ 


lvwood for a 


sophical chair 


disclosed.) 


farmer from both production 
consumer standpoints; Ruth 
Deman, home economics expert 
one-minute market report 
the show caught. 


both The Harmonizers, a 


semble of 18 known 
steaders. 


as The 


pering Hope,” which 


lic. Morg. 


Al Trace Orch Added 


Ignorant” show, with Tom Howard 
starts on CBS Friday (25) 
9-9:30 p. m. 


work. 


of WSAI’s 
contracts are 
RENEWED 
contracts! 


WSA 


DIVISION OF THs CROSLEY CORPORATION 


CINCINNATI! 2, OHIO 


show comboed | 


“Bedelia,” 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy” and others 
is no getting accustomed to the pace: | in same groove. A certain homespun 
‘flavor is projected by the singing-| 
emcee, Curley Bradley, and a rockin’ | Les 
chair talk by Mirandy from Persim- | 


keeps the show moving, 
with 
jokes and stofies done in a natural 
rustic twang. At middle of the pro-| 
gram a quick switch is made to Hol- 
philo- 


manner by Mirandy. (Clause in con-| to _ its 
tract specifies real name must not be! nothing 
Switches to Washington! original in the format that would , 
are used by Wallace Kadderley, of | add up to the corralling of new hs- | 
U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, for in-| teners. 
formation of broad interest to the) 
and | 
Van 


and a 
guest speaker, a poultry expert on 


Bradley's pleasing vocalistics are 
heard in several numbers, aided by 
seven- 
piece combo, and Rex Maupin’s en- 
Home- 
nstrumental numbers are} ctarre alter Winche Faye 
monizing in one spot and blending | 
their voices with Bradley’s in “Whis- 
was preceded | 
by a short bit of inspirational dialog. | 

On the whole it was well done and | Gne of 
should build a large listening pub-| 


To CBS ‘Ignorant’ Show 


Al Trace’s novelty orchestra, which 
came to attention when it’s recording 
of “Mairzy Doats” skyrocketed with 
the popularity of the tune, has been | 
| signed to join the*“It Pays to 


Trace has been playing for more | 
than a year at the Dixie hotel, N. Y., 
except for brief intervals for theatre | 


| Fellowes Comment 


“Gang Busters” went through the 
ceiling on “production” last Friday 
(18). The boys were so busy repro- 
ducing the heel-taps of people walk- 
ing in and out of rooms thai the 
whole episode sounded as if it were 
being staged in a stable. This is pre- 
cisely the point at which “produc- 
tion” becomes ridiculous. 


Why is the Blue givin Crosby's 
“Make the San Fernando Valley My 
Home” such a ride? Every night, in 
the wee hours, and always about the 


same spot on the clock. Is it that 
good? 
Lois January can grind your 


nerves down when she goes coy, but 
| you can't hate her for that 5:30 a. m. 
| push-off recording, “When Johnny 
| Toots His Horn.” That'll do, and so 
' well that the young lady might hold 
| her entrance until after the record- 
‘ing. It would make a zing finish, 
| too, instead of the current “Hearts 
and Flowers.” Philosophical quotes 
or jokes at 6:30 a. m.? Sister, send 
those guys out whistlin’, and they'll 
| be listenin’. 


David Gothard took over the role 
c” Nick Charles on the regular Sun- 
day CBS airing of the “Adventures 
of the Thin Man” (20). He replaced 
Damon, who has played the role 
since the thriller’s inception two and 
a half years ago. Damon donned 
khaki last week. Claudia Morgan 
continues in the role of Nora. Goth- 
ard proved an adequate replacement | 
and even sounded like his predeces- 
sor at some times. The stanza car- 
ried on in its accustomed comedy- 
-| mvstery groove and was entertaining 
regular listeners — there’s 
particularly startling or 


Frank Sinatra was well cast Mon- | 
‘|day night (21) as different) 
*| crooner in “Wake Up and Live,” the 
Lux Radio Theatre play on CBS. The 
Voice made the most of his scattered 
singing opportunities, enhancing the 
rapid-tempo story that seemed curi- | 
ously dated. The Dorothea Brande | 
message (“Act as if it were impossi- 
ble fo fail”) was given a fast gloss- | 
over, as in the picture version that 


and the late Ben Bernie. All in all, 
show was one of Cecil B. DeMille: 
lesser efforts. 


the best documentary 
dramatizations aired since the “Jap 
given Sat- | 
the Mutual 


atrocity revelations wa: 
urday night (19) on 
“Saturday Night Bondwagon.” 
Called “The March of Death,” it) 
was made intensely dramatic by the | 
overwhelming horror of the truths 
disclosed. At all times it was done | 
in the school of restraint which, of 
course, emphasized the dramatic 
qualities. Larry Menkin’'s scripting 
had effective simolicity which 
created very real and alive char- 
acterizations without resorting to 
heroics. The particularly fine nar- 
| ration by Martin Gabel was further | 
!enhanced by the fact that Menkin 
| succeeded in weaving the narrative 
verv. smoothly into the 


script It made for a_ forceful 
presentation by thé narrator with- 
out weakening the continuity. 


Oscar Strauss’ guest shot Thursday | 
night (17) on Mutual's “Treasure 
| House of Song” provided the occa- 
| sion for a half-hour of the composer's 


| Viennese waltzes, under his direc- 
| tien. Orchestra and vocalists were 
{in particularly fine fettle and did 
full justice to the lilting airs, which 


spanned some of the more notable 
of the Strauss light operas. Program 
reached its peak with the familiar 
“Falling in Love” and “My Hero,” 
both from “The Chocolate Soldier,” 
and served to introduce composei’s | 
latest number, “Handsome Is_ as 
Handsome Does.” from Strauss’ new | 
opera, “Dosedo.” 


Bing Crosby’s visit Tuesday (15) 
to the Bob Hope show, while not 
| exactly a dud, did not come up to 
| expectations. Boys exchanged some 
| mild banter about a guy named Si- 
| natra and then shuffled into a skit 
| in which each took the part of a 
bobby sox Sinatranter, complete with | 


| saueals and other sound effects. It | 
was a letdown, mainly because the 

| original Voice protagonists are too | 
| funny to be topped. | 
| | 
Eddie Cantor wound up hi: 
gram on NBC last Wednesday (16) 


with a dramatization of a postwar 
trial of Hitler which portrayed the 
arch criminal as a_ buffoon. In 
translating the trial into terms of 
the Cantoresque homey sentimental- 
ity. it was neither serious drama, ! 
satire nor «.entertainment. In 
temoting to solve the what-to-do- | 
with-Hitler problems, which has the 
economists and political seers work- | 
ing overtime, Cantor. through his 
comedy medium, only managed to 
make it avvear ridiculous. This is 
ore question that’s just a bit too 
important to be treated with levity. | 


| back 


Wednesday. February 23, 1944 


“CHICAGO THEATRE OF THE AIR 
SYMPHONY HOUR” 

With WGN Symphony Orch. con- 
ducted by Henry Weber, Attilio 
Baggiore (guest) 

Writer-Producer: Jack La Frandre 

‘60 Mins.; Monday, 11 p. m. 

Sustaining 

WGN-MBS, Chicago 
There are several recorded pro- 

grams of symphonic music on late in 

the evening, but an hour of live 

musie by a 40-pieee orchestra is a 

rarity. At a time when the air is 

usually filled with dance music this 
program is a treat for the lover of 

classical music bringing, as it does, a 

carefully selected array of composi- 

tions beautifully rendered by one 
of the finest musical aggregations on 
the air. 

At the beginning of each program 


Henry Weber, conductor, gives a 
brief summation of the selections to 
follow. Compositions programmed 


on the concert heard were Josef 
Haydn's Symphony No. 101, popular- 
ly known as the “Clock Symphony.” 
Ravel's “Mother Goose Suite,” mu- 
sical] portrayal of fairy tales, and 
Smetana’s tone picture, “The Mol- 
dau.” In addition, Attilio Baggiore, 
featured soloist, tenored “Where’re 
You Walk,” by Handel, and Wagner's 
“The Spring Song” from “Die Wal- 
kure.” All were given expert read- 
ings by conductor Weber, and Bag- 
giore was in fine voice. 

John A. Barclay is announcer and 
narrator, Morg. 


NEW YORK CITY CENTER OPERA 
With Ethel Barrymore Colt, Martha 
Lipton, Edward Kane, Robert 
Brink, Michael Kazaras, chorus un- 
der direction of Irving Landau 
Writer: Arthur Henley 


| Directors: Irving Landau, Laszlo Ha- 


lasz 
30 Mins.; Mon., 10-10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WMCA, N. Y. 

Session was a preview of the reg- 
ular operatic performances to be 
given at the N. Y. City Center with 
members of the Center company and 


| chorus taking part. First stanza was 


a capsule version of the Vicki Baum 
English translation of “Martha.” Jo- 
seph Kastner, music editor of Life 
mag, acted as narrator in tying to- 
gether the vocal sequences. 

The performance was ragged and 
uneven and the voices featured were 
conspicuous by their mediocrity. The 
only creditable vocalizing was turned 
in by Edward Kane in his treatment 
of the “M’appari” aria. The chorus 
was hampered by bad spotting of the 
microphones, which spotlighted sec- 
tions of the group when they should 
have been backgrounds for the other 
voices. However, the basic idea. of 
presenting an opera preview in order 
to hypo attendance is sound and only 
talent deficiencies were responsible 
for the session's failure. 


“CALLING 

With Set. 
Marines. 

15 Mins., Sundays, 4-4:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WMCA, N. Y. 

Program was second tn a series of 
verbal letters home by native New 
Yorkers serving with the Marine 
Corps overseas. First session came 
from Guadaleanal, with present one 
emanating from the Russell Islands. 
Sessions are recorded in the field 
and then shipped here for rebroad- 
cast. 

Stanza was smooth-flowing due to 
apparent preparation on the part of 
the boys who talked to the folks 
home. Six Marines from this 
area sent the most effective message 
to their folks—their own voices. 
Johnny Hurley, ex-Variety” now a 


AMERICA” 


Jim Hardin, New York 


Television Reviews 


“COMPTON TELE SHOW" 

With Yvette, Stan McGovern, Wil 
Geer, Jim Bowles, Roger De 
Koven, Gertrude Flynn, Steve 
Chase, Rupert LaBelle 

Director: James Manilla 

Writer: Alexander King 

30 Mins., Wed., 10-10:30 p. m. 

COMPTON ADV. AGENCY 

DuMont, W2XWYV, New York 
Last Wednesday's (16) tele session 

emphasized the lack of showmanship 

current in the sight and sound me- 

dium. The. skedded highlight, a 

puppet show, put on by the Compton 

agency and sponsored by them, 
missed the bout by a wide margin, 

It was neither juvenile nor adult, 

which made a sort of disorganized, 

hybrid out of it. The script was 
poorly written and completely lost 
all the clever effects that the intelli- 
gent use of puppetry permits. “The 

Saga of Steve Cranberry,” as this 

puppet portion was tabbed, turned 

out to be just so much sauce. Only 
noteworthy feature of the whole 
thing was the introduction of com. 


(Continued on page 34) 


Marine Corps combat correspondent, 
spoke to his folks and rated a kudo, 
at the conclusion, from the Corps for 
his work in helping to stage the 
broadcast. Others on session 
proved equally glib and their mes- 
sages to their families and gals 
struck a poignant note. All of them 
emphasized their good health and 
showed an intimate understanding 
of the cause for which they were 
fighting. Turo. 


on 


George E. Halley 
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Radio Kudosed as Human Relations 
~ Factor; Good-Will Citations Made 


“Radio programs add up to ama-¥* 
jor factor in determiing human re- 
lations. The retraints and decencies 
so necessary in a democratic society 
are vastly strengthened by the con- 
tent of broadcasts.” 

The statement was made in a pre- 
pared speech by Everett R. Clinchy, 
president of the National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews, read 
in his absence by Dr. George N. 
Shuster, president of Hunter Col- 
lege, N. Y., Monday (21) at a lunch- 
eon in the Yale Club, N. Y. Awards 
of Distinguished Merit were pre- 
sented by the conference to those in 
radio who last year did the most to 
promote good-will among Ameri- 
cans of all faiths. 

Brotherhood Week, sponsored by 
the NCCJ, is being held this week 
(20-26), and more than 30 network 
programs are saluting the occasion. 
This is the first year that the NCCJ 
has made radio awards for fostering 
tolerance and good-will, and more 
than 50 persons were present at the 
luncheon. 

Carl Van Doren accepted’ the 
award for the outstanding program 
series, “The American Scriptures,” 
intermission feature of the N. Y. 
Philharmonic Symphony broadcasts 
on CBS, sponsored by the U. S. 
Rubber Co. Dr. Max Jordan, of 
NBC, accepted the citation for the 
outstanding single program of 1943, 
“Salute to Youth” stanza 21 on Sept. 
7. a dramatization of a service story 
of Tunisia portraying the work of 
an Army Chaplain, written by Tex 
Weiner. “Salute” is sponsored by 
the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. 

NCCJ’s award as the outstanding 
individual in radio went to Walter 
Van Kirk, NBC religious reporter. 
This award was accepted for Van 
Kirk, who was ill, by Samuel Mce- 
Crea Cavert. A. K. Redmond, gen. 
mer. WHP, Harrisburg, Pa., was 
present to receive station’s 
award as the outstanding station 
promoting good-will during 1943. 
Theodore Streibert, of Mutual, ac- 
cepted the web’s citation for its 
“Minute of Prayer” heard every 
evening at 6 p. m. 


‘HALL OF FAME’ GOES 
FROM WCFL TO WENR 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Blue network's Philco-‘Variety” 
show gets a new local outlet, March 
5, when “Hall of Fame” moves to 
WENR. Show has been on WCFL 
since preem. 

Change followed new contractual 
tieup between Morris B. Sachs 
“Amateur Hour’ and Wade adver- 
tising agency on a 52-week deal 
bringing the hopefuls to WCFL after 
a 10-year stretch on WENR.. Sachs 


show also moves to new time slot 
and will be aired by WCFL from 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. (CWT) Sundays 


starting March 


Nat’l Dairy May Sponsor 
Moppet Marg. O’Brien 


National Dairy may sponsor Mar- 
garet O’Brien, screen moppet, in a 
half-hour, once-weekly program over 
a major network. 

Format would be dramatization of 
appealing to children, with 
Saturday morning time being sought. 


siories 


Vick Knight Inducted 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Coast radio lost one of its top pro- 
ducers in the induction yesterday 
(Mon.) of Vick Knight at Fort Mac- 
Arthur. 

He produced Eddie Cantor and 
Fred Allen shows, among others, and 
recently had been freelancing fol- 
lowing his resignation from Coast ra- 
dio directorship of the Biow and 
Foote, Cone & Belding agencies. 


M-G-M’'s ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
10 EWT 


Met.: LOU CLAYTON 


Farm Radio Directors 
Sked Midwest Session: 


Farm radio directors of the mid- 
west vill meet in Chicago, March 5-6 
to confer with war food administra- 
tion officials on plans for radio's part 


in 1944 food production program. 
Meeting will be the second in a 


series of six regional confabs spon- 
sored by the Department of Agricul- 
ture, opening session having been | 
held in New York Feb. 20-22. 

Larry Haeg, WCCO, Minneapolis, | 
farm service director and chairman | 
of the newly-formed Farm Radio 


Directors, said the purpose of =) 


Chicago meeting is to effect the un- 
derstanding and exchange of ideas 
between farm radio directors of the 
New England and midwestern states. 


Rosenthal 4-F 


Herb Rosenthal, MCA v.p., has 
been classified 4-F. Better 
tion of the reason for his exemptien 


may be called “radio stomacn,” 
since he’s in that division. 

Dee Engelbach, producer-director 
of the Philco Hall of Fame (Blue) 
was also given a 4-F classification 
(not merely “deferred”), pending the 
clearing up of an organic condition, 
also called “radioitis” by the Army 
medicos. 


SEEK CHAS. DRISCOLL 
FOR GABBER SESSION 


Two sponsors are reported nego- 
tiating directly for the return to the 
air of Charles Driscoll, McNaught 
Syndicate columnist who succeeded 
the late Odd McIntyre as writer of 
“Day by. Day.” Format would be 
narration of human-interest stories 
thrice-weekly in 15-minute stanzas 
over a national network. 

Driscoll was featured in a similar 
radio show several years ago spon- 
sored by Frigidaire. 


Canadian Broadcasters Blame 
Coverage Void on Govt Group 


Montreal, Feb. 22. 

The Canadian Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers at the conclusion of its three-day 
annual convention last week at Que- 
bec City issued a statement express- 
ing deep concern “as to the loss the 
Canadian public interested in radio 
is experiencing through lack of 
much rquired Canadian radio cov- 
erage.” 

Loss of the coverage, CAB said, 
was “due to the long-standing ban 
on increased power for Canadian 
stations established by the Board of 
Governors of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp.” CBC is government- 
controlled. 

The CAB statement was issued fol- 
lowing the closing meeting of the 
conference, attended by representa- 
tives of all privately-owned radio 
stations in the country. 

In this connection it is planned to 
submit recommendations to the 


forthcoming meeting of the House of 
Commons committee on radio broad- 
casting should the opportunity be 
presented. The statement also added 
that much discussion took place on 
the possibility of “improved publie 
service” to Canada in the operation 
of a second network. 

“The concensus was to the effect 
that any second network to be truly 
serviceable to Canada must be truly 
competitive to the present network 
of the CBS and that, therefore, such 
network necessarily must be in the 
form of a mutually operated net- 
work controlled by the privately- 
owned stations,’ the statement 
added. 

Officers elected at the closing ses- 
sion of the Canadian Association of 
Broadcasters are as follows: 

Harry Sedgwick, re-elected chair- 
man of the board of directors; Glen 
Bannerman, re-appointed CAB di- 
rector and general manager. 


The Neation’s Most Merchandise-able 


More advertisers spend 


more money 


to sell more 


merchandise to more people 


on WLW than 


on any other 


radio station in the world. 


DIVISION OF THE CROSLEY CORPORATION 


Station 
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Det. News Blasts Nixing of Radio 
Facilities Italian War 


Withdrawal of direct radio facili- 


ties from correspondents covering 


the Anzio beachhead in Italy caused | 


the Detroit News here to take up 
the cudgels on behalf of the war 
wriers., 


“Newspapermen bridle at censor- 
ship exercised in the name of mili- 
tary security and no doubt often are 
wrong in suspecting the abuse of 
such censorship to cover up military 
mistakes.” the news declared edi-| 
torially. “But in this case there is | 
no possibility of error on that score. | 
Neither in the order or explanation 
ot it by military authorities was the 
question of military security raised. | 
The direct radio facilities were | 
withdrawn and the correspondents 
compelled to route their dispatches 
through Allied headquarters for the 
reason, frankly stated, that some of 
the material sent out was unduly 
“pessimistic.” 


“There was no question of letting | 
slip information that might be use- 
ful to the enemy, the dispatches 
were censored as to that at the; 
beachhead. The sole justification | 
for the step taken was the effect 
pessimistic reports of the battle 
might have on home morale. 

“This clearly oversteps the legiti- 
mate functions of military 
ship.” 


censor- | 


Minneapolis—Paul Wann to WCCO 
announcing staff. Formerly 
WDOD, Chattanocga. 


Detroit. Feb. 22. * 


U. $. War Dept. Clears 
Pyle’s Front-Line Talk 


Clearance for the contemplated 
once-weekly, half-hour featuring 
Ernie Pyle, Scripps-Howard Syndi- 


cate war correspondent, came] 
through last week from the U. S.| 
War Department. Final okay from 


Brenden Bracken, 
Information, is expected shortly. 
Program will be bankrolled by an 
unidentified sponsor, and will ema- 
nate each week from point near 


‘Italian warfront, where Pyle is now 
human- | 


situated. It will comprise 
interest highlights of the conflict 
narrated by the correspondent. 


‘ROMANCE’ BASIS FOR 


BROADWAY MUSICAL 


Jules Lee is writing the book built 
around the CBS “Here's to Romance 


(Thursdays, 10:30-11), which will be | 
basis for a contemplated Broadway 
' musieal comedy. 
| 20th-Fox. is doing the music. 


Emil Newman, of 
Dick Haymes, star of “Romance” 
and now on the Coast making a pic- 
ture for 20th-Fox, is being sought for 


| the lead. 


| 


with | 


Manning is a 
mike staff at 


Kansas City—Ray 
late addition to the 
'KCKN here. 


Voted Among Top Five Female Vocalists 
By Radio Editors of America 


Voted as Show Stopper’ 


By Audiences at 


STRAND THEATRE, N. Y.* 


*In her first Bro 


“Had customers eating out 


Guest Ap] 


JIMMY DURANTE-GA 


“Topper of current Strand layout” ... “Variety” 


“Tops in Town”... Dorothy Kilgallen, Journal-American 


x: 


MILLION DOLLAR BAND SHOW 
February 26th, on NBC 


Featured 
Every Friday night on 


For CAMEL CIGARETTES Over CBS 
\ Management WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


adway appearance 


of her hand” ... Billboard 


yParance 


* 


RRY MOORE SHOW 


British Minister of | 


Fec Okays WHAT Sale 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 


ieral 
sion, transaction was completed last 
weck for the sale of WHAT to 
William A. Banks, ex-WIP salesman, 
by the Philadelphia Record Co. 
Station, a 100-watter, has studios 
an the Public Ledger Building and 


| transmitter atop the hotel Philadel- 


jphian. Banks takes over as presi- 
j}dent and general manager. Milt 
| Laughlin. general manager under 


the Record’s ownership, becomes as- 
sistant general manager 
Banks said he will make an effort 


jto get increased wattage and full- 
| time broadcasting rights. Station 


now shares frequency with WTEL. 


Tele Reviews 


Continued from page 32 


| 

mercial copy in the action of 
skit and the fact 
first time that puppets had ever been 
televised. 
The live portions of the evening's 
| presentation fared much better with 
| Yvette registering via sight as well 
las hearing. Stan McGovern, stalf 
| cartoonist on the New York Post, 
| provided good entertainment tor the 
eye, but was »ractically silent while 


drawings. 
Jatervals between prepared parts 
of the program were filled by public 


| 
| drawing a strip of his “Silly Milly” | 


Information Service. Tura. 


| BASKETBALL, MADISON 

SQUARE GARDEN 
Producer: Ira Avery 
‘Announcer: Charles F. McCarthy 
Camera: Edward Wade 
Technical Director: Edwin C. Wilbur 
165 Mins.; Thursday, 8:10 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WNBT-NBC, New York 

Sporting events need lose none of 
their appeal when seen at home 
while sitting in front of a television 
set. This was proven conclusively 
last Thursday night (17) when 
NBC's video outlet, WNBT, took its 
audience to N.Y.’s Madison Square 
Garden to view a collegiate basket- 
ball double-header. True, the fea- 
tures of the players on the floor were 
not clear at any time; true. on sev- 
eral occasions, because of the angle 
at which the camera was slanted. 
one could not tell whether the ball 
went through the hoop for a score 
or not. but aside from these two fac- 
tors, the thrill entailed in any sport- 
ing event 
the television medium. 

Entire screening was even 
pointed because the first of the two 
court tussles was a see-saw affair, 
close from beginning to end. First 
St. John’s, of Brooklyn, was ahead, 
then Temple, of Philadelphia, forged 
into the lead. The camera followed 
play closely, and despite the fact that 
the screen is necessarily small, it did 
a surprisingly good job of nabbing 
all the essentials. Crowd noises 
added to the excitement, and the 
! announcer spieled 


who 
heard clearly despite the roar of the 
crowd. 
Charles F. McCarthy, the NBC 
sportscaster, is not an amateur at an- 
nouncing sporting events. But he 
| certainly seemed lost when it came 
to saying somethiag in relation to 
what was occurring on the court. 
Following some slick ball 
by several of the players. McCarthy 
would make the obvious observation, 
“Slick ball handling.” 
the hoopsters dribbled 
floor and made a try at 
basket, McCarthy would make some 
other inane remark. 
There is still plenty of room for 


down the 


ter on what is taking place. 
as basketball is concerned, 
during the actual contest the 
enjoyable the viewing. But when a 
score is made, especially a foul shot 
when play is not resumed imme- 
| diately afterward, the 

should state whether the 
a score or not. 
| sonalize the game more. pointing out 


play was 


playing opposite the ball-handler. 
These things would add to the en- 


joyment excitement. When 
caught, the only times McCarthy 


would mention players, in the main, 


of the game because they commit- 
ted too many fouls, or when substi- 
tutions were being made. 

Between halves and the two games 
an intermission sign was screened 
and callege songs were sung 
the studios in Radio City. 

Montage and technical angles of 
the entire screening improved as the 
evening wore on. The second con- 


and St. Josephs, Philadelphia, also 


heat of the tussle captured by the 


' video cameras. Sten. 


To Ex-WIP Salesman 


the | 
that this was the | 


service films provided by the British | 


was definitely caught via | 


more | 


ihe | 
score after each point was made, was | 


handling | 


When one of | 


scoring a} 


improvement in synchronizing chat- | 
As far | | 
less said | 


more | 


announcer | 
He also should per- | 


| who is handling the ball, and who is | 


were when they were being put out | | 


from | 


test, between City College of N. Y. | 


was a nip and tuck affair, with the! 


NAB Women Huddle 


Plans for American Home Campaign 


Defends Radio as Cause 
Of Juve Delinquency 


Minneapolis, Feb. 22. 

Does radio contribute, directly or 
indirectly, to juvenile delinquency? 
This question was asked Mrs. T. 
Grafton Abbott, educational con- 
sultant for American Social Hygiene 
Assn. at a meeting Friday of Minne- 
apolis Radie Council. 

“IT don't know about conditions in 
Minneapolis, so I am not speaking 


»\ for your city, but I do know that 


| throughout the country as a whole 
ithe three great agencies—home, 
| school, church and the social agen- 
cies as well—have failed to do their 
| job. It is useless to lay the blame at 
ithe doorstep of radio, moving pic- 


; tures or any other type of entertain- 
iment,’ Mrs. Abbott said. 


Skolsky Roams Far 
Menacing Mike 
Quaking “Me Scared?’ 


Holly wood, Feb. 22. 


| It is now definitely established that 


| Sidney Skolsky, diminutive column- 
ist, is the mike fright champ of Coast 
radio. Despite denials to the con- 
trary, “Mousey” unskillfully ducked 
out of his booking on last Monday 
(21) night’s Lux airing of “Wake Up 
and Live.” 

He first excused his bow-out by 
saying he had to be in Florida for 


story conferences with Al Jolson, 
whose life story he'll produce for 
Columbia. When Joley suddenly 


showed up in Hollywood, Sir Sidney 
| found it convenient to trek to Palm 
| Springs with Jolson and Harry Cohn. 
don’t get me wrong,” fibbed 
| Skolsky, “I'm not afraid of any mike 
i that RCA ever made.” 

Biggest disappointment 


was to 


| weight in the homes of the nation 


* Meeting of NAB's Association of 


Women Directors, Saturday (19), at 
the Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., 
lighted by a luncheon forum for 
which more than 600 femmes turned 
out. Speeches were COast-to-coasted 
'by NBC. 

| John Roy Carlson, author of “Up. 


Was high. 


der Cover,” who stated that Ameri. 


can women should continue to be 
educated to the ways of anti- 
Fascism because they carry great 


and Gov. Earl Warren, of California, 
who spoke from there and pointed 
out that returning servicemen wil! 
expect to find the same kind of 
homes they left were the principal 
speakers. 

Purpose of the session was to 
mobilize efforts of more than 21 na. 
tional women organizations on 
half of the spring drive oat 
American Home Campaign 
will appeal to millions of women 
radio listeners during the months 


be- 
the 
which 


of March, April and May in the in- 
terest of broadening the cultural 
and practical scope of the American 
home. 

Mrs. William Hastings, president 
of the National Congress of Parents 
and Teachers. summed up objects 
of the drive in declaring “We must 
create public opinion that respects 
and dignifies work done in the home 
to the same degree that we respect 
successful careers in business, pro- 
fessions and plants.” 


AND HIS 


ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


Currently 
RKO PALACE 
CLEVELAND 


| Skolsky’s 12-year-old daughter, Nina, | 


| who had told all her school chums to 
be sure and listen to her daddy with 
Frank Sinatra. 
Givney’s ‘Daily Diary’ 
Troy, Feb. 22. 

John J. Givney, for three years 
welfare commissioner of Troy and 
previously a deputy commissioner 


turned to the press field with the 


broadcasting a “Daily 
that paper over WOKO. 


Diary” 


and secretary to the Mavor, has re-! 


| 


Albany Knickerbocker News and is | 
for | 


Opening 
TEMPLE 
KOCHESTER, N.Y. 
Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 


1440 Broadway, New York 
Direction: William Merris Agey. 


COMEDY MATERIAL 


JULES KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road 
LONG ISLAND CITY 2, 
NEW YORK 


experience. 


tige radio stations 


of America.” 


Wait Lochman Steps tip Ladder 
OPENS KMBC SPORTS JOB 


We're proud that Walt Lochman is moving to the 
top as a KMBC graduate. 
Walt became America’s leading minor league base- 
| { ball announcer while here. 


, How would you like to take his place at KMBC? 


| Yes—we're looking for an all-around sports an- 
} nouncer with both play-by-play and commentating 
Your background must be successful! 
from a commercial standpoint—a background that 
' means something to the national advertiser. 
character must personify the work you're doing. 


Your \ 


{ What we offer is a sound, good-paying basis 
association with one of America’s recognized pres- 

.... national promotion... 

excellent living conditions in the friendly “Heart \ 


| Walt liked it all well enough to be with us eight years. 
| 

Furnish us with complete details including drat: 
|} status, age, family, religion, experience, etc. Be \ 
| | sure and send voice transcription—including sample 
| of play-by-play talents. Write Karl Koerper, man- | 
aging director, KMBC of Kansas City. 
| } 
| } 
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Inside Stuff--Radio 


Harriet Van Horne, youthful radio editor and columnist of the N. Y. 
World-Telly, moved up a notch or two in the literary world last week 
trom the chic cafe society atmosphere of milady’s Vogue into the brainy 
columns of the Saturday Review of Literature (19). Miss Van Horne, in 
an article tabbed “It’s Later Than Radio Thinks,” wanders back through 
memory lane to cull from her months of experience another list of radio's 
cardinal sins. 


Chief offense, in writer’s book, continues to be daytime serials but she | 
How or why is not very clearly | 


thinks television will change all that. 
explained. Miss Van Horne is 100° for symphony orchs and thinks it's 
just dandy that they’re being sponsored. She thinks “Town Meeting of the 
Air’ should be sponsored, too. W-T columnist also thinks radio should 
have done something about “dishonorable Munich.” the blitz. Spanish 
civil war and German rearmament, although whether she thinks these, 
too, should have been sponsored is not made very plain. 


Eddie Metcalfe, singer-saxman, who was with several name bands be- 
fore returning to Pittsburgh to take a war job, in addition to a berth 
with Maurice Spitalny’s dance orch, is Jeannie Baxter’s new vocal partner 
on her three times a week commercial program over KDKA. He replaces 
Tiny Wolfe, ex-Blue Barron comedian and bass player, who took over the 
assignment when Buzz Aston departed for the service. Wolfe’s future 
plans haven't been determined yet, although he’s going to stick around 
Pittsburgh, which is his home town, doing club work. 

Radio job, together with his defense plant berth, forcing Metcalfe out 
of the Spitalny crew. He left over the week-end and has been succeeded 
by Freddy Artzberger, a first cousin. 

CBS press department worked overtime Monday (21) setting invitees 
straight on the last-minute switch in plans for the party that followed 
Monday's broadcast of the “Gay Nineties Revue,’ marking Joe Howard's 
birthday. 

Invitations went out last week and announced the shindig would “be 
held at CBS Playhouse No. 2, but the net execs had completely overlooked 
the matter of a liquor license. The latter was denied, causing the 11th-hour 
tiansfer to the Astor hotel. 

Moit Lewis, radio producer and writer, will dramatize air presentation 
of the Pabst $50,000 Post-war Employment Awards for the best ideas in 
solving the post-war unemployment problem. Awards will be announced 
April 12 by the judges: Dr. Beardsley Rum}, Clarence Dykstra, Dr. Wesley 
C. Mitchell and A. F. Whitney. Lewis is currently scripting the Blue’s 
“Awake at the Switch” and is consultant on “America’s Town Meeting 
of the Air.” 


A sponsor's wife has finally come out in the open to share the presenta- 
tion of a progre 1 with her husband. On radio pages recently the “Early 
American Music” ads carried the credit line, “Presented by Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Ford.” It marks one of those rare instances where the frau lets it 
publicly be known that she’s partly responsible for what goes into a 
program and, incidentally, what comes out. 


Paul Whiteman’s currently clicky arrangers, Ted Dale and Paul Creston, 
at the Blue network, reminds of the distinguished battery of orchestrators 
he has developed through the years. They run the gamut from Ferde 
Grofe, of the Gershwin days, through Adolph Deutsch, Lenny Hayton, Roy 
Bargy, Jimmy Mundy, Al Sack ‘who started with David Rose), Carroll 
Huxley, et al. 


WIP, Phila., staffers will publish a monthly news-sheet for members in 
the service. It will be tagged “WIPeroo” and will be edited by Josephine 
Dee. in charge of Mutual program traffic. Associate editors will be Betty 
Love, Sam Ettinger and Dorothy Ogden. 


Worcester—New program script 


| 
editor at WTAG is James Barry, for- | New Service Set 
merly of WGH, Norfolk, where he 
For Agcy. Buyers 


script and producer. 
Previously he was program director 

New radio service slanted for 

|agency time-buyers has been made 


at WCSC, Charleston, S. C. 
available in ready-reckoner form by 


Cecile L. Robinson, former child film 
actress for Fox on the old Fort Lee, 
N. J., lot and more recently a time- 
|buyer at William Esty & Co. She 
|has left the agency to devote all her 
the service. 

Reckoner provides “mil-line spot 
rates” in 42 major markets, embrac- 
ing 210 stations, and service has fig- 
ured in station coverage, rates and 
discounts to provide “number of 
iradio homes per dollar” basis for 
placement decisions. Tables also can 
be used on comparative basis, one 
jstation against. another, time spots 
|against time spots and spot radio as 
lagainst other media. Only stations 
|providing regularly published rat- 
|ings are included. 

New service, published in loose-leaf 
on a subseription basis, will supply 
lrates and coverage revisions when 
| changed and new markets as they 
|develop. Publishing office is 19 West 


| 44th street, N. Y. 


writer 


Was 


IN HARTFORD! 


et calls 


An important mark 


good advertising 
job! Get all 3 on WDRC 
coverage, (2) pro- 


for @ 


grems, (3) rate! That's 
the tried and true formula 
of successful adcasters. 
Connect In Connecticut! 


| 


AGCY. V.-P. EXPRESSES 
VIEWS ON ‘MORALITY’ 


(The writer of the following let- 
ter, vice-president of a national ad- 
vertising agency, prefers anonymity. 
His views, however, merit reprint- 
ing.) 


Editor, 
“You have expressed a very sound 
and serious thought in ‘Don’t Lower 
the Morality Bars.’ Indeed radio 
had better watch its step. 
“It has occurred to me more than 
once to write Phil Baker and sug- 


“Variety”: 


/gest that not every soldier or sailor 


FRANCIS LEDERER 


Romantic lead of many famous stage and screen successes 
now in New York for the opening of two of his most sen- 


| ‘The 


Ssational motion pictures, “The Bridge of San Luis Rey,” 
picturization of Thornton Wilder’s Pulitzer prize novel which 
starts at the Capitol on Thursday, March 2; and “Voice In | 
| The Wind,” world premiere at the Victoria Theatre during 
the week following. 


AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED NUMBER 
OF RADIO GUEST APPEARANCES 


Exclusive Representation 


National Concert & Artists Corporation 
711 Fifth Avenue, New York City PLaza 3-0820 


who comes into New York wants to 
get himself a blonde. The services 
are full of clean-minded, self-re- 
specting voung men, whose ideas of 
recreation and fun do not include 


| Roseland or lesser dancehalls. Twice, 


recently, I have heard service guests 
on his program politely slap him 
down for asking, but he doesn't 
seem to know it. I wonder what 
many of the mothers, wives and 
real girl friends of the servicemen 
think. 

“And recently. on the only two 
occasions when I have listened to 
Thin Man,’ the concluding 
scenes were almost identical in their 
suggestion. That the characters por- 
traved are husband and wife scarce- 
ly mitigates the boldness. 

“I'm sorry to say that even so good 
a half hour as ‘Information Please’ 
has had some zwkward moments be- 
cause of the impulsive loquacious- 
ness of Oscar Levant. 

“I expect there will be a change, 
and it would be better for radio if 
it were self-wrought.” 


Report From the Seuth 
Richmond, Va. 
Editor, “Variety”: 
Orchids to you for the editoria) 
“Don't Lower the Morality Bars.” 
We in the south have been harping 
on this question for a long time, and 
you have our hearty commendation 
for bringing up the question. 
If you can get this editorial to the 
producers of these shows at the ad- 
vertising agencies, and also to the 
talent themselves who think that we 
who complain of the situation are 
prudes, and silly, vou will be taking 
anofher valuable step in the proper 
direction. 
I assure you that we are doing all 


we can to clean up the situation 
with the networks and our local 
shows. 
C. T.. Luew, 
General Manager 
WRVA., 


Portland, Ore.—John Springer, re- 
cently with KGO, now on continuity 
staff of KGW-KEX. 


Blue Across-Board 
Corn Spot Mulled 


Blue is considering Alling 1:45- 
2 p.m. spot across-the-board with a 
serialized skit entitled “Life in 
Hollywood,” featuring Arlene Har- 
ris, formerly on the A] Pearce show, 
and Mirandy, hillbilly philosopher. 

Stanza would comprise situations 
filled with home-spun type humor. 


Blue May Be Ist Web To 
Do Multiple-Sponsored 
News; Auditions Bond 


Blue network officials last week 
auditioned Ford Bond, announcer, 
for 15-minute newscast and comment. 

Idea has been done on local sta- 
tions, but this is first attempt to work 
out formula to get four or five dif- 
ferent sponsors into a single network 
show with spot announcements. 


FULTON LEWIS PACTED 
COLUMNAR STINT 


Washington, Feb. 22. 
Fulton Lewis, Jr., Mutual com- 
mentator, has signed Kings 
Features Syndicate to do a weekly 
1,200-word column for 


with 


newspapers. 


Column carries a Sunday release 
tab. 

Léwis’ longest continuous radio 
sponsor, the American National 


Bank, of Denver, recently renewed 
him for a sixth straight year. 


Labor Council Hits Paper 
Ownership of Stations 


Washington, Feb. 22. 
A resolution by the New Haven 
Central Labor Council, condemning 
newspaper ownership of radio sta- 
tions, was read into the Congressional 
Record last Thursday (18) by Sena- 


tor Francis Maloney, Connecticut 
Democrat. 

The resolution charged that a 
medium of expression would be 


threatened by the further expansion 
of newspaper control and called for 
legislation to forbid it in the future. 


DX ing of Air Show to Chungking 
Paves Way for 


Sponsorship Tieup 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

Radio Chunking is now picking up 
and sending out over a_ standard 
band the short-waved programs put 
out at Frisco by QWI Overseas 
Branch, James L. Fly, FCC chairman, 
announced here Friday (18). 
| “China’s most powerful long-wave 
station, XGOA in Chunking,” said 
Fly, “is now regularly rebroadcast- 
ing short-wave programs originating 
in San Francisco. Chunking reporis 
that these rebroadcasts are as clear 
local programs originating in 
,;Chunking. China has even made a 
‘start at bringing foreign radio pro- 
grams to the lowest income groups— 
to the man on the street who could 


} as 


not dream of owning a ‘receive- 
listen machine.” For example, San 


| Francisco is now broadcasting a daily 
‘half-hour program especially for 
| Kweilin, one of the great cities of 
| southeast China. This program is re- 
| broadcast by means of a public ad- 
idress system whose amplifiers are 
| placed at strategic locations through- 
out the city’s streets and parks.” 

New development is something 
which U. S. advertising agencies are 
doubtless studying. It opens the door 
'for sponsored programs to China 
j after the war to sell American-made 
_ goods in that market. 


| 


Indianapolis News 
Purchases WIBC 


Indianapolis, Feb. 22. 
Indianapolis News, largest after- 
noon+ paper here, this week an- 
nounced purchase of WIBC, local 
| Mutual outlet, subject to approval of 
| the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, 


| 


Acquisition was made from H. G. 
| Wall, former owner. No changes in 
personnel or policy 


| Management, 
| planned, pending Federal okay, the 
| News announced. WIBC, aside from 
| its network shows, has specialized in 
hillbilly programs. 

News becomes the first of three 
Indianapolis dailies to own a radio 
station. 


Philadelphia—Walter Jay Royan, 
| formerly of WPRO, Providence, 
|R. L, is latest addition to WCAU 
newsroom. 


== 


LMOST a third of al 


the talent, the production 


consists of locally produced live talent shows; 
shows that compare in pace, production and talent 
with its network offerings. WKY has the writers, 


| WKY’s time on the air 


know-how, and the facili- 


ties for producing airworthy, listenable radio shows 
But that’s not all WKY has! 
coverage and more listeners than any other Okla- 
homa City station. Yes, WKY has everything! 


WKY has more 


alent anc 


- Representative: The Katz Agency 


NBC AFFILIATE 


| | W KY HAS THE | | 
has the tools, wud know-how! 
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 Cugat Denies Dispute With Metro 
Over Capitol, N. Y., and Film Contract 


Xavier Cugat denies that he is in-¢ 


volved in a dispute with Metro over 
a film contract for his band, or with 
Loew’s, Inc., over a booking at the 
Capitol theatre, N. Y., which he will 
play some time later this year. 
Leader points out that he has a 
seven-year film deal with Metro and 
a definite contract to play the Cap, 
and that he is “happy with both.” He 
feels that since he has been working 
for Metro in films it’s no more than 
right that he should align himself 
with that organization in other fields, 
too (Cap is owned by Loew’s, parent 
org of Metro). 

Cugat states that his recent ap- 
pearance before AFM officials in 
N. Y. was at the instance of Bob 
Weitman, managing director of the 
N. Y. Paramount theatre, which 
Cugat has always played in the past 
and where he opened yesterday 
(Tues.). Weitman, claims the leader, 
had been given a verbal okay by 
MCA for a Par date beyond his cur- 
rent one, In the meantime he 
(Cugat) signed the Cap contract with 
Metro officials in Hollywood or, 
rather, signed a letter then agreeing 
to play. Weitman took him to the 
AFM, with MCA officials, in an at- 
tempt to have his verbal deal with 
MCA honored. Union is understood 
to have answered it could do nothing 
until it knew what was in the letter 
Cugat signed. 

MCA executives themselves admit 
that Cugat has no film contract with 
Metro, upon which his Capitol deal 
is supposed to hinge. He has a seven- 
year optional agreement similar to 
ones given all bands by that com- 
pany, but he wants a flat, seven-year 
agreement, which was to have been 
issued after he agreed to play the 
Cap. This contract has so far not 
been signed. 


Columbia Records 
Reiterates Contractual 


Hold on Frankie Carle 


its | 


Columbia Records reiterates 
stand that it has Frankie Carle un- 
der exclusive contract and_ that 
RCA-Victor, which asgertedly has 
advised distributors that it will have 
Carle for its Bluebird label, cannot 
have a deal with the leader. Co- 
lumbia’s contract, it claims, for 
one year, effective when 
resumes recording, and 
minimum of eight sides. 

Columbia further claims that the 
contract prevents Carle’s name from 


is 


for a 


is 


being associated with any other 
manufacturer and that it includes 


“accompanying musicians”; nowhere 
in the agreement is it stinulated that 
Columbia is 


it is for albums only. 
soon to market the third book by 
Carle. His first two are claimed to 


have sold more than 1,000,000 copies, 
or over 4,000,000 individual discs. 


VALLEY ARENA, HOLYOKE 


Lionel Hampton's orchestra has 


been bought to open the new Valley 


Gardens Arena, Holyoke, Mass., 
March 5. Spot had been trying to 
get Jan Savitt to unveil the new 
building and resume its Sunday | 
afternoon and evening band and | 
vaude polity. 

Savitt had been booked to play 


the old building last year, arriving 
there early in the morning to find 
the arena completely destroyed by 


fire. For that reason he was sought 
to open the rebuilt spot. 
Louis Prima’s band is down for 


March 12. 


Herb Fields Folds 
Herbie Fields his 
chestra last week. Outfit, which 
worked slightly more than two 
weeks out of the 12 since it first 
went into rehearsal, is said to have 
cost Fields personally more than 
$7,000. 


disbanded or- 


Hendler’s Victor Spot 


RCA-Victor last week advised that 
Herb Hendier, who recently joined 
the organization, had been made 
manager of popular artists’ rela- 
tions. This post assumed part of the 
duties which Leonard Joy, musical 
director, had formerly handled also. 

Victor also revealed that Ronald 
Wise, assistant to Charles O'Connell, 
had left the outfit. O'Connell had 
until severing connections with the 
outfit several weeks ago been man- 
ager of Red Seal Artists and Reper- 
toire, 


Buyers Influence 
Big Band Rosters 


Reason many middleclass bands 
have recently enlarged instrumenta- 
tion, say a few of these leaders, is 


not because of a desire to imitate 
bigger names, but because the latter 
have, with their 20 to 30 and more 
men and singers, educated buyers to 
expect big organizations. It was 
pointed out last week that many 
location, theatre and one-night buy- 
ers have become spoiled by the im- 
pressive number of people employed 
by the Dorseys, James, et. al, and 
they grumble and feel gypped if a 
lower-price combo shows up with, 
say, only six brass, four sax, and 
four rhythm. This repercussion 
arose following a story in “Variety” 
that agencies are objecting to B 
bands using too many men, because 
it increases their price out of pro- 
portion to name value, thus making 
them difficult to book at a profit. 
The reaction probably is true, say 
agency men, but nevertheless the 
idea of a middleclass name carrying 


Columbia | 


steadily these days it 
| exist. 


| 


four trumpets, three trombones, five 
sax, four rhythm, vocalists, ete., 
only mitigates against their money- 
making possibilities. Obviously, 
these names cannot be sold for 
prices anywhere near those of the 


ple, and, until the time their b.o. 


stature allows such indulgence, they | 
are only hindering their chances of ! 

And if | 
working | week. 
soon ceases to ithe Morris, N. Y. 
Operating costs are too high | 


a full schedule of bookings. 
a band cannot be_ kept 


to permit too many layoffs. 


Youngstown Ops Face 
100% Jump in Box Tax 


Youngstown, O., Feb. 22. 


City fathers are considering a re- 
vised proposal to increase from $5 
to $10 the license fee for each music 
box in the city, and levy a fee of $1 
for each wall or counter connection. 


Original proposal was for a fee of 
$20 per juke box and $1 for each 
connection. 

Members of the Buckeye Liquor 
Dealers’ Association are opposing 


the measure. 


Raeborn’s Form Reversal 


Boyd Raeborn reversed the usual 
| process of big bands raiding lesser- 
| knowns for musicians. Booked into 
| the Hotel Lincoln, N. Y., opening 
|Feb. 28, and the Hotel Roosevelt, 
| Washington, where he 
Raeborn went after  musi- 
| cians form a swing band, and 
among his new men are a trumpeter 
| from Jimmy Dorsey, another from 
| Tommy Dorsey and four from Sonny 


to 


Dunham's band, now at the Hotel | 
|New Yorker, N. Y. 
Vocalist with the new group is 


Dorothy Claire, who had been re- 
placed with Dunham by Pat Came- 
ron just before she hooked up with 
Raeborn. 


nocent 


bands that can afford so many peo- | 


| Shaw. 
Ozzie Nelson, Glenn Miller, Xavier C 


opened Feb. | 


| Detroiters, 


Eddie Oliver Inducted 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Eddie Oliver -was 
week and is awaiting call. 

His orchestra will continue at the 
Edgewater Beach hotel, where it’s 
current, under the management of 
John Shanahan, drummer, and will 
be fronted by someone still to be 
selected. 


Decca to Market 


‘Rhapsody’ Album Off 
Gershwin Film Track 


Jack Kapp, prez of Decca, has 
made a deal whereby the Oscar 
Levant-Paul Whiteman soundtrack- 
ing of George Gershwin’s “Rhapso- 
dy in Blue,” will be released in 
record album form. This is part of 
the Gershwin film biog Warners 
will relase in the fall. 

Decca is also going in for waxing 
name stars on platters, the latest 
being Fredric March who will make 
a series of disks. 


Canton Coin Machine 
Distrib Accused By FBI 


Canton, O., Feb. 22. 
Patsy Ferruccio, operator of the 
United Musie Co., a coin machine 
distributing agency here, pleaded in- 
(Feb. 15) when he was ar- 


raigned before United States Com- 
missioner Charles M. Ball on a 
charge of possessing stolen property. 

Charges were filed by the FBI in 
connection with the «theft of about 
179 punchboards from a Canton 
freight warehouse last April. Al- 
though the punchboards, part of a 
shipment from Chicago, were con- 
signed to his company, FBI charged 
they were stolen and that Ferruecio 
either bought or received them, 
knowing they were stolen. 

Ferruccio requested a hearing be- 
fore Commissioner Ball, 
been set for later in the month. He 
was released under $3,500 bond pend- 
ing the hearing. 


‘Willard Alexander 


Ailing on the Coast 


Willard Alexander, head of the 


William Morris band department in 
N. Y., has been very ill in Holly- | 


there last 
According to information at 
ofiice, he is re- 


wood since his arrival 


covering, but still is not well. 


Just before taking the Coast trip, 


| Alexander had been ill with a virus 
| infection which kept him out of ac- 
| tion more than a month. 


Mouthful Band Billing 


inducted last 


which has | 


Escape Provision 
Barnet Now 8-F 


Charlie Barnet was kept at Gov- | 
ernor’s Island, N. Y., induction cen- ; 
ter from Monday until late Thurs- 
tay night of last week and was final- 
ly notified Friday (18) evening that 
he had been given a second 4-F. 
Barnet had been given a similar re- 
jection a week before, but had been 
recalled for another exam. 

During the time Barnet was on 
Governor's Island his band was at 
the Apollo theatre, N. Y., under the 
batons of guest leaders. 


Delay WLB Disc 
Decish Till March 


Information that the War Labor 
Board's decision on the disc contro- 
versy, involving RCA-Victor and 
Columbia's appeal, would be released 
the latter part of this week along 
with the approval or rejections of the 
Decca-AFM agreement, is now re- 
vealed to have been premature. At- 
torneys for the recording companies 
apparently misconstrued statements 
of Arthur Meyer, chairman of the 
N. Y. State Board of Mediation panel, 
which presided over the Columbia 
and Victor hearings. 


Meyer’s communique actually was 
to inform.that the N. Y. panel had 
completed digested testimony and 
that its decision would be forwarded 
late last week to the WLB in Wash- 
ington. He made no statement as to 
when a decision would be forth- 
; coming from the capital but, accord- 
|ing to sources close to the situation, 
}it is now expected by mid-March. 
| These sources seem to reflect the 
;}same optimistic attitude on the out- 
come of the Columbia-Victor case 
that officials of the latter have 
lately exhibited. From their con- 
|versation it’s fully expected the 
WLB’s decision will back the con- 
tention of Columbia and Victor that | 
Petrillo’s recording ban is a sirike | 
order. It is also felt that the WLB’s 
| withholding of its opinion on the 
Decca-AFM contract indicates that 
also will be rejected. 


| Richard Himber’s band bought for 
| the second time by Bausch & Lomb. 
Rochester, N. Y., optical company, | 
for three-day date for its emplovees 
only at the Eastman theatre, Roches- 
|ter. Himber played for the outfit 
| last year. 


By LOUIS SOBOL 


It occurs to me me of the 


The boys whip out scorchy 


color has evaporated f ! 
licks and the melodious lava boils from the hot 


rom our name bands 


trumpets and the clarinets. but where O where has their imagination 
drifted? 

What I mean is what has happened to the elaborate titles the bands 
used to cariy as descriptive decorations? 

temember the Hot Shot Hoosiers? Sissle and Blake and their Shuffl 


Along Orchestra? Paul Tremaine and 
nev and his Cotton Pickers? 

Now what do vou get? 
Vaughn Monroe, Tommy 


There are exceptions. 


The late Louis Katzman and his 
Just name of a leader—Benny Goodman, Artie | 
Dorsey, Cab Calloway, Duke Ellington, 


his Band from Lonely Acres? McKin- 
Persians? 


ugat, Harry James. Names, that's all. 


Ii’s still, as far as I know, Guy Lombardo and 


his Royal Canadians. Abe Lyman and his Californians, Fred Waring and 


his Pennsylvanians, Glen Gray and } 


iis Casa Loma orchestra. 


But do you go back to Ear] Fuller and his Rector Novelty Five (a fellow 


I can keep this up for days. 


|; named Ted Lewis was the director), Frankie Napoleon and his Emperors of 

Rhythm ‘nothing less than ‘emperors’), Clyde McCoy and his Sugar 
Blues, Harry Resei and his Eskimos, Husk O'Hare and his Genial Gentle- | 
man (was it of Jazz? I don’t recall), Joseph C. Smith and his Victor | 
Recorders? 

Here are some more: Eddie South and his Dark Angels, Harry Horlick 
and his Gypsies, Jimmy Carr, Doctor of Melody; Larry Funk and his 
Band of a Thousand Melodies, Artie Hand and his California Ramblers, 
his Musical Skippers, Jean Goldkette and the Vagabonds, Sam Lanin and 
Duke Eljington and His Washingtonions, Barney Rapp and his New Eng- 


| landers, Hong Kong Billy Kerr and his Creightoneers, Milt Shaw and his 
Sammy Robbins and his Baltimoreans. 

Neil Golden 
| Diamonds, Freddy Wiedemeyer and his 7-11 Orchestra, Merle Johnson | 


CROWLEY JOINS WM. MORRIS | #"d His Couriers, Jack Crawford, the Clown Prince of Jazz, Paul Biese and | 


and His Blue and White 


| its 


‘plans to 
| band, 


Fields built the band immediately 
after being released from the army. 
He was a sergeant, leading the post 
band at Camp Dix, N. J., for almost 
two years. 


Milt Rosenberg to Coast 
Milton Rosenberg, assistant to 
Janet Tremaine in the contract de- 
partment of the General Amus. 


Corp.’s N. Y. headquarters, moves 
to GAC’s Coast office Monday (28), 
under Ralph Wonders, its manager. 

Rosenberg recently was discharged 
from the army. 


John Crowley joined the William | his All-Stars, 
Statute naan hei department. in |and his Deep River boys, Gus Arnheim and his Californians (what, an- 
7 gt Fea z jo | Other?) Paul Specht and his Georgians, Shep Fields and his Rippling 


Lioyd Huntley and his Isle of Blues band, Willard Robinson 

N. Y. last week. He'll work in the | Rhythms (not too long ago, of course.) | 

| 

{ 


“location” department with Bill | ad 
Burnham. and Cress Courtney. Want more? Well, how about Joe Daniels and his Hot Shots of Drum- 


| astics, Bud Freeman and his Summa Cum Laude orchestra, Jimmy Grier 


Crowley formerly . represented | and his Musical Hosts of the Coast, Danny Barkins and his Fly-Cats, Katz 
Music Corp. of America in Phila- | and his Kittens, Jan Savitt and the Top-Hatters, Ace Brigode and his 14 
delphia. | Virginians, Johnny Johnson and his Hoosiers, Harold Leonard and _ his 


'Red Jackets, Ted Fio-Rito and his Oriole Terrace Orchestra, Art Kassel | 
Charlie Spivak’s trumpet stolen! and his Kassels-in-the-Air, Horace Heidt and his Heidt Brigade, Coon- | 

from stage of Adams theatre, New- | Sanders and the Kansas City Night Hawks? 

ark, Friday (18), between shows, | And more: Les Brown and the Duke Blue Devils, Hal Kemp and his 

apparently by someone who came | North Carolina Tarheels, Charley Kerr and his Quakers, Irving Aarcnson . 

up onto the stage from the audience. | and his Commanders, Buddy Rogers and his Collegians, etc. } 


Plenty of Booking Cancellations To 


s of New 30% Tax 


Users of cocktail combos and other 
forms of entertainment that might 
bring them within the scope of the 
imminent 30% tax (which yesterday, 


| Tuesday, was vetoed by F. D. R.) 


became panicky last week and many 
issued cancellations of contracts as a 
means of avoiding the tap. Booking 
offices have been on the jump trying 
to convince buyers that they can 
avoid responsibility for the tax sim- 
ply by eliminating all singing and 
other performances with the excep- 
tion of music, so long as a spot does 
not have a dance floor. If there is a 
dance floor the tax applies, of course. 

In many cases operators have in- 
cluded clauses in recently written 
contracts making them immediately 
cancellable in the event the tax levy 
becomes law. AGVA states that it 
will not recognize such clauses and 
any attempts to discard talent on 


that basis will- be steadfastly op- 
posed. 
Those whose experience dates 


back to prohibition days feel that 
the tax will hurt business perhaps 
for 30 days, after which they expect 
it to resume normalcy. They point 
out that liquor and other items then 
were much more expensive than the 
expected 302 is likely to make them, 
and still there was no trouble in 
finding patronage. Today, they feel, 
it’s a simpler problem, with so 
much war-cash in circulation. Agen- 
cies feel the same way. 


Hutchenrider’s Stock 
Suit Vs. Glen Gray 
Delayed Until March 


Decision on whether or not Clar- 
ence Hutchenrider is still a stock- 
holder in the Casa Loma orchestra 
has been delayed because of 
Hutchenrider’s absence from N. Y. 
with the Morton Downey-Coca- 
Cola unit. Case was due to be 
heard in N. Y. Thursday (17), but 


now has been deferred until mid- 
March. 
Hutchenrider, former sax player 


| with the Casa Loma group and for 
| years a member of the corporation, 
| filed suit in N. Y. 


supreme court last 
month asking for an accounting of 


the band’s earnings. He seeks to 
determine the value of his equity 
in the orchestra and its holdings. 


Dispute over his being a stockholder 
resulted when Glen Gray, band’s 
leader, and F. C. (“Corky”) O'Keefe, 
manager, answered his action 
with the claim he had agreed last 
December to sell his shares in the 
corporation for $7,000. This Hutch- 
enrider denies and the question 
must be settled before the mu- 


sician’s suit can proceed. 


400 CLUB, N. Y., MULLS 
SWITCH TO NAME BANDS 


The 400 Club, formerly Cafe 
Loyale, N. Y., which recently in- 
stituted a nitery policy under the 
operation of Nat Moss, apparently is 
mulling the idea of replacing its 
floor show with a name band. Spot, 


booked by Taps, is making overtures 
to name combos and is said to be ofe- 
fering substantia] salaries. 


Until a few weeks ago when the 
spot opened a floor show in con- 
junction with Carlos Molina and 
Charles Baum orchestras, spot pre- 
viously was principally a dining 
room. 

Long Experiments 

Johnny Long will experiment with 
unusual instrumentation on a four- 


side record session for Decca Records 
this week. Leader will use nine sax, 
seven brass and four rhythm, and his 
purpose is said to be to help decide 
again revise style of the 
which last summer was 
changed from sweet to swing, 

Long is currently at the Paramount 
theatre, N. Y. 


Newark Cafe’s Respite 

Frank Dailey expects to shuiter 
his Terrace Room, Newark, for the 
summer, closing about July 1 and 
reopening about Labor Day. Lack 
of a cooling system influenced the 
decision. 

Dailey has been mulling reopen- 
ing his Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., this spring, but possibility of 
the pleasure riding ban being re- 
newed has so far stymied a decisiog, 


| 
| | | 
| | | 
| | 
| 
HAMPTON TO REOPEN | 
| 
| 


wom 
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T.D. and J. D. Burning 556 and Big 276 


Chi, Buff; Calloway Record $30,000, L.A. 


(Estimates for This Week) 


Cab Calloway, Los Angeles (Or- 
pheum; 2,200; 45-85'—With “Smart 
Guy” (Mono). Calloway sending 
solidly for record $30,000 estimate, 
with picture not figuring much in 
b.o. pull. Great showing made de- 


spite weekend rain and hail storms. 
“Xavier Cugat, New York (Para- 
mount: 3,664; 35-$1.10)—With Dean 
Murphy, others, in person and “Lady 
in Dark” (Par). New show moved 
in here yesterday (Tuesday) to catch 
Washington's birthday trade, with 
teeoft terrific. The final six days on 
fifth week for Johnny Long, Hazel 
Scott and “Miracle Morgan's Creek” 
(Par) scored a fine $62,000. 

D’Artega, Cleveland (Palace; 3,700; | 
35-85)+With “The Lodger” (20th), | 
and on stage, Beatrice Kay, Grace | 
McDonald. Robust $26,000, with pic- 
ture also rating as draw. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Buffalo 
3.500: 35-65)—With “Happy 
(20th). Socko $27,000 or over, with 
Dorsey the principal magnet. 

Tommy Dorsey, Chicago (Oriental; 
3.200; 40-85)—Plus “Racket Man” 
(Col). Heading for terrific $55,000. | 
easily a new record and almost en- | 
tirely on band’s appeal. Played seven | 
packed shows Saturday and Sunday, 
with strong biz continuing Monday 
and Tuesday. 

Shep Fields, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2.760; 35-85)—Plus “Tarzan’s Desert 
Mystery” (RKO), and Mary Healy, | 
others, on stage. Satisfying $20,000 
for this combo. 

Lionel Hampton, New York (Cap- 
itol: 4,820; 35-$1.10)—With Buck and | 
Bubbles. Mills Bros., Pops and Louie | 
in person and “Song of Russia” (M- 
G>. Dual pull of all-colored stage- 
bill and picture shoeting gross cur- 
rently to swell $72,000 or around 
that. . 

Ina Ray Hutton, New York (Strand; 
2.756: 35-$1.10)—With Three Stooges 
and “In Our Time” (CWB). 
week and pacing very strongly for 
$55,000 or thereabouts. 


(Buffalo; | 
Landa” | 


| improvement 


new decree that will place pictures 
Second | 


 Indies-Decree 


—— Continued from page 7 


number of exhibitors believe the | 
best thing the Department of Justice 
could do would be to throw both the | 
decree and the present anti-trust) 
suit into the ashean and start in all | 
over again with a more intelligent | 
attempt to correct the real abuses in 
a more direct and practical way. 

Noting that the new decree, as | 
proposed by the Big Five, “is loaded 
with lawyer language that is more 
impossible for the average exhibitor 
to understand than the new income 
tax forms,” the MPTOA states the | 
only position. it can take on the 
changes proposed in the decree will 
be by action of its Board of Direc- 
tors, which now has the matter 
under consideration. 

The MPTOA bulletin observes that 


“while the changes in the new decree 
| all seem to improve it, it is a ques- 


tion as to whether there is enough | 
i to make it worth the | 


effort.” | 
The MPTOA urged the DJ to in-| 
corporate the following into “any | 


decree if it is to be of any real ben- 
efit to theatre owners”: 

(1) Full season selling with an 
adequate cancellation: (2) organized 
local mediation of trade disputes 
and grievances; (3) neon-legalistic 
arbitration before local industry ex- 
perienced arbitrators if mediation 
fails, and (4) a simplified standard 
exhibition contract to define and es- 
tablish numerous fair competitive 
practices. 

Percentage Squawks 

With exhibitors crying for relief} 
on percentage demands of the dis- | 
tributors, recommendations may be 
made to Tom C. Clark, assistant at- 
torney general, for a provision in a 


at percentages on an optional basis. 


Vaughn Monroe, Cincinnati (Albee; 
“Woman of! 


3.100; 44-85)—With 
Town” (UA), and vaude. Okay at 
$24,000, band being the main draw. 

Louis Prima, New York (State; 3.- 
450; 35-$1.10)—With “Phantom Lady” 
(U). Combination of 
stageshow pulling excellently 
$35,000 or thereabouts. 

Bobby Sherwood, Baltimore (Hip- 
podrome; 2,240; 17-66)—With Virginia 
Weidler in p.a. and 
(Col). Drawing extra-well with 
Washington Birthday holiday prices 


helping to boost take to a best-in- | 


wecks $21,000. 

Charlie Spivak, Newark (Adams: 
1,950; 35-99 )—Plus “Darling Clemen- 
tine’ (Rep). Great 
entirely on the band’s b.o. power. 


Ceetic Williams, Minneapolis (Or- | 
pheum; 2,800; 40-65)—Four Inkspots |~_ 


the big magnet. but much praise for 


the Williams’ band and Ella Fitz- 
gerald. Film, “Around the World” | 
(RKO) doesn’t matter. Stage show 


skyrocketing gross to terrific $25,000. 
Ba 
nd Bookings 


Bobby Feb. 28, four 
Roosevelt hotel, Washington, 


Bob Chester, March 3, week, Ori- 
ental theatre, Chicago. 
Jan Feb, 27, 


Garber, Manhattan 


picture. and | 
for | 


“Nine Girls” | 


The thought among exhib leaders 
is that if percentage pictures are 
offered singly. the buyer would 


have the choice of denying the pur- 
| chase of such pictures in favor of 
others that are sold flat in blocks. 
Jesse L. Stern, president of the 
Unaffiliated Independent Exhibitors} 
of N. Y., has received a letter from | 
| the Greater Cincinnati Independent '! 
Exhibitors, Inc. on the matter which 
part:— 
would again 


| states, in 


“We like to point 


the proposed decree. 


| percentage engagements should 


{| “The justification for such a pro- 


| manner as possible, follows: 


selling, it has become common 
practice for the distributors to go 
far beyond the bounds of good bus- 
iness practice in their drive for 
complete industry control, This has 
resulted in negotiating and forcing 
percentage or sharing engagements 
on pictures in theatres not generally 
in a position to pay more than an 
average of 25% of their grosses for 
feature film rental. 

“Because of the artificial picture 
shortage, the distributors have un- 
justifiably seen fit to force the ex- 
hibitors to share. their grosses, 
claiming it as an inducement for 
them to produce better product. It 


has become usual practice to desig- | 


nate program product as percentage 
and to collect unearned rentals by 
this method as well as collecting un- 
earned rentals by designating play- 
ing time, and to set up rental prices 
and percentage terms on all product 


' based on the earnings in key run 
| theatres that enjoy inflated grosses. 


“The distributor control of the ex- 
hibiting branch of the motion pic- 
ture industry through percentage 
designations is actually more monop- 
olistic in intent than outright 
theatre ownership.” 


| separate bill. 


most important selling provision of | 
Namely, that) 
be! 


‘Tax Respite 


Continued from page 1 


they will seek to override the veto} 


on Thursday (24). 
vote will be close, but Administra- 
tion spokesmen in the House de- 
clared they would muster enough 
strength to sustain the veto. They 
need only one-third of the members 
voting. 

There appears no disposition on 
the part of Congressional tax experts 
to attempt a piecemeal set of levies 
which would up excise taxes on 
night club tabs, furs, telephone calls, 
etc. 

There will, however, be a definite 
drive to keep the social security tax 
at its present level. This will, in all 
probability not take the form of a 
which the President 
would undoubtedly veto. Likely that 
it will appear as a rider on a “must” 
legislation. 

One likelihood is that it may be 
included in the coming legislation to 
continue the Commodity Credit 
Corp., the bill for which will not be 
ready for several weeks. The pos- 
sibility arises, therefore. of a 2°; 
social security tax for a limited time 
before the rate is lowered to the 
present standard of 1%. 


Theatre Owners Pleased 
Theatre owners have expressed 
satisfaction with the President’s veto 


| 
\ | because it halted the increased ad- 
| out what we consider should be the} 
| 
| 
| 


mission tax, which, it was feared, 
would be felt at the b.o. Some man- 
agers had already ordered 


law. 


It was estimated that theatre own- | 


23,000, almost vision stated in as short and concise! spent thousands of dollars for new 


ers throughout the country have 
| ducats, which will not be needed 
now, 


The 82-page booklet sent by the New York State Education Department 
| to superintendents of schools and elementary and high school principals, 


panies. 


| Beverly Hills, Calif.: “Let Freedom 


the Ocean,” “Dixie,” “ 


on suggestions for observance of the annual “Bill of Rights Week,” 
in the back five recent patriotic songs published by Tin Pan Alley com- 
They are: “God Bless America,” by Irving Berlin, Inc.: “Ballad of | 
| America,” by Robbins Music Corp.; “The Bill of Rights.” by Jay Gorney. 
Flag and Mine,” by Larry Spier, Inc. 
“I Am An American,” by Boston Music Company. 

Eighteen older patriotic songs are suggested. 
tunes, among them “The Star Spangled Banner.” “Columbia, the Gem of 
Yankee Doodle” 


lists 


Ring,” by Feist-Miller, Inc.: “Your 
The sixth “recent” song tabbed is 


These inclu@e all standard 


and “Keep the Home Fires Burning” 


Center, N. Y.; March 2, week, RKO, (latter published in 1917 and a World War 1 hit). 


theatre. Boston: 10-12. Palace theatre. 
Fort Wayne. 

Mal Hallett, March 
New Kenmore hotel, Albany. 
Ray Kinney, March 3, 
Del Rio Club, Washingto 
Charlie Spivak, March 


four weeks. 


31-April 2, 


Metropolitan theatre, Providence: | 
April 6. week, Hipp theatre. Baiii- 
more; 14, week, Stanley theatre, 


Pittsburgh; 21-23, State theatre, Hart- 
ferd. 
Mal Hallett, Feb. 28, 
Palomar Ballroom. Norfolk, Va. 
Cootie Williams-Inkspots-Ella Fitz- 
gerald, Feb, 25-28, Orpheum theatre, 
St. Paul; 29, Orpheum theatre. Madi- 


son, Wis.: March 1, Rialto theatre, 
Joliet, Ill.: 2. Palace theatre. South 
Bend; 3, week, Riverside theatre, 


Milwaukee. 


Del Milne, assistant manager of) 


played piano at the same spot 20 and, in fact, it became a gag to the degree that want ads read, 


years ago. 


13. two weeks. 


three days, | 


Current pop,.“When They Ask About You,” published by Berlin Music, 


is not a new tune. 


Charlie Tobias under the title. 


4. 
iag 


It was written a couple years ago by Sammy Stept and 
“It’s 
recorded at least once, by Lou Holden's orchestra for Decea, under that 


the End of My World.” and was 


Tune got nowhere at the time and the writers broke it up, Tobias re- 


rent one) and placed it 
recording with the old 


with 


| 


covering his lyric and Stept the melody. 
Berlin. 
lyric had been made. 


Latter wrote his own lyric (cur- 
Publisher was not aware that a 
It is now being used by 


| some coin-machine operators since a few copies are still available and 


i platters with the later lyric are not. 


Among the thousands who mourned the recent death in Honolulu of 


Johnny Noble, Hawaiian songwriter 


and bandleader, few in the music 


field learned of his passing with more regret than Jack Kapp of Decca. 
Only a few days before Noble’s death Kapp had received an English- 


Hawaiian dictionary from the songwriter. 


Because of wartime manutac- 


turing restrictions Decca had been forced to withhold release of several 
Johnny Noble souvenir albums of Hawaiian folksongs and dance tunes 
for which Don Blanding had written descriptive booklets. 


Wally Downey, just returned from Rio, was so struck with the wide 
Orpheum Theatre, is going back into popularity of “Always In My Heart” that he sought our Gloria Warren, 
the dance band business as one of}star of that Warner Bros. picture, and is placing her under personal man- 
the owners of The Roseland. ball-| agement. ‘During Downey's year’s sojourn in Brazil, where he represented 
room now under construction. He} ASCAP, Robbins, Feist, Berlin, etc. he noticed the b.o. boff of “Heart,” 


| Cooks (or waiters) who don’t whistle ‘Always in My Heart’, 


“Wanted 


It is felt that the | 


new | 
tickets printed with the higher tax | 
optional and not tied in or forced} shown on the face, as provided by, 
| with groups, also limited so as not! 
| to defeat the purpose of the decree. | 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, fs the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday) 


Covers Totat 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
|Ray Heatherton. Biltmore (400; 36 1175 48.875 
Lani MclIntire*.. Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........106 2,000 192,275 
Sonny Dunham...New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 10 2,250 22,125 
Frankie Carle....Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 1 3,100 3,100 
Leo Reisman.....Waldorf (550; 42) ..... O 2,300 2.300 
Garber...... Lincoln (275; 7° 1,000 7,300 
Lombardo ..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50).4......... 20 2.075 36,625 
‘Georgie Auld..... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 2 1,400 3,925 


| * Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, 
| have ice shows. 

Modernaires. 


New Yorker and Biltmore 
Waldorf has Gracie Fields; Commodore, Glenn Miller's 


Chicago 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). 
some, but Bondshu and Frank Fay brought in about 3,200. 

Bernie Cummins ‘(Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 750; $2.50-$3 min), 
Business on upbeat, Cummins and Gracie Barrie drawing nice 3,000. 

Glen Gray (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Gray 
in the groove; counted up excellent 7,400. 
Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Joy has made this a popular spot, tabbing a fine 4,500 last week. 
| Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 1,100: 50¢ and 75c 
| cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). Oliver pulled big 7,000. 

Ran Wilde (Empire Room, Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). Hilde- 


' garde and Wilde reached all! time record for room with amazing 12,040. 


Of 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900; $1-$1.50). 
a baton and a cinch for 4,100 covers. 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore: 900; $1-$1.50). 
days, but held up to 4,200 tabs. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

B, Hollywood, second week). 
Will breeze to 31,000 admishes. 
Southgate, sixth week). Heidt 


Using magic wand for 


Reichman out sick for few 


Sammy Kaye (Palladium 
strength after good opening. 

Horace Heidt (Trianon B, 
10,000 customers, terrific. 

Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie's, N, Los Angeles, 16th week). 
Harris and floor show headed by Georgie Price. 
5,200. 


Gathering 


will tally 
A romp for 
Just about capacity at 


(Chicago) 
Lou Breese (Chez Paree: 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Ropes up as usual with 
Breese and Joe E. Lewis accounting for another big 5,500. 
Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). Courtney keeping room 
pretty well filled most of time. Around fine 4,800. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebovres 
throughout the country as reported by operators to “Variety.”” Names of 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popru- 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren- 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
j and respective publishers.) 


| 


3. Besame Mucho (7) (Melodylane)....... pray 

4. My Heart Tells Me (13) (BVC)..... eras 
| 5. No Love, No Nothin’ (6) (Triangle)... Bile 


6. Beautiful Morning (30) (Crawford). { Frank Sinatra Columbia 


Decca 

Lette (Jo Stafford .... .Capitol 

7. How Sweet You Are (8) (Remick)...... | Kay Armen ..........Decca 
| 8. Paper Doll (36) (Marks) : Mills Bros. Decca 
| 9. Couldn't Sleep Wink (1) (T. B. Harms)...Frank Sinatra .Columbia 
| | Woody Herman ....Deeea 
(10. Do Nothing Till You Hear (1) (Robbins). ) Stan Kenton Capitol 
| OTHER FAVORITES 
| (These records are directly below first 10 in popularity) 
My Ideal (4) (Paramount)............cccccces Jimmy Dorsey .......Decca 
|For First Time (13) Haymes .......« Decca 
| Holiday For Strings (BVC) secccecee-Dave Rose .Victo 
| When They Ask About You (Berlin).........Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
My First Love (Dorsey)............ 


0 th U |two of Woody Herman’s four weeks. 
Nn e pbeat Herman opens March 31. 

Harry Moss, Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica official, leaves for Hollywood va- 
cation March 3. Will be gone about 
three weeks, 


Ted Fio Rito’s run at the Roseland 
Ballroom, N. Y., extended to 10 
weeks. He will be followed bs 
Bobby Sherwood. 


Aaron Levine has been added to 
Columbia Records’ staff in N. Y. as 
a contractor of musicians used for 
studio work. He'll become active, of 
course, after the recording § con- 


Ben Webster signed to do World 
Transcriptions with small combina- 
tion. 


Walter Burleson, trombone player. 


troversy is settled. left Tommy Carlyn’s band at Bill 
—_——. Green’s Casino, Pittsburgh, to join 


Shep Fields has begun a “Search| Maurice Spitalny’s Stanley theatre 


for Talent” idea for use in theatre! pit combo. Replaces Matty Shiner, 
work. who joined Merchant Marine. 
Cliff Leemans, drummer with| Gus Martel band has been held 


Woody Herman, inducted by army. |over indefinitely at Hotel Peabody, 
Memphis. Outfit opened here for a 
month New Year's Eve. Has a new 
chirper this week in Gwen Cooper 
of Detroit. ; 


Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra goes 
into Frank Dailey’s Terrace Room, 
April 14, for three weeks. He takes 
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Moderate Groove Tem 


— ba-by, 


No.1 
HIT PARADE 


“CALLING ALL STARS” 
Slowly with €xpression 


i 
le bright Spots close 


— Seek- ing the you 
Chorus Slowly with expression 
FN 


face of 


ar 


- ties, J §0 to dane - es, 


yo ars 


es arms | make be - lieve, 


I dont care where 


-ly there you are. 


‘s— But when | Share a 


close my eyes And Sud- den 


—There’ 


HEART 


New No. Ballad 


yOu are stil! 
Copyright MCMXLU by 
OTHING AT ALL” Copyright MCMXLUI by LEEDS MUSIC COR 
RN 
Writer of “ALL O 
Featured in the COLUMBIA eae 
“CALLING ALL STARS 


al-ways Some-thing that } can 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
PORATION, Rk 0. Bldg. Radio City, New York, N.Y, 


IC CORPORATION 
LEEDS M USI 


BERT BRAUN BUILDING, MEW YORK 


* 


ri 
‘ r 3 


“ 
SHOO-SHOO BABY 
. (YOUR PAPA’S OFF TO THE SEVEN SEAS) 
by PHIL MOORE 
You Can t | OP Bb Bidin 
—}. 
SHOO-SHOO,_ SHOU BA- BY, SHOO - SHOO,.SHOO BA-BY, Bye, bye, 
rea Fé Bb C7 Fe 
— bye ba - by, Your pa . Pas off to the S€V-€N Stas; Do-nt_ 
Bb Bdim png Bdim 6 
= 
7 
by | 
AWRENC E 
Featured in the co ° 
Yes, J keep bus - - liy- ing a diz - pace, No-bod - y knows 
— my se-cret Woes, I do the night spots af ter 
| I to But MY HEART qs NT IN IT, Ways 
- 
- ing for new rO-manc - es, __ But My HEART Js- NT IN IT, In some-one 
— 
do nights, B t MY HEART Js NT IN IT, And when I Stay home, those ar; the blue nights __ for | 
= 
me But ff yeu tel - e- phoned and Said “Dar-ling an-sWer | 
— 
+] 
’ } rf 
| 
i 
| ee? | 
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Mairzy’ Deserves Higher ‘Hit Parade’ 


15 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending Feb. 19) 


the tune was in No. 1 position in 
sheet sales, recordings, coin machine 
i popularity and all other methods of 
if gauging a song's worth, and that so 
H far the best rating it has achieved 
q on the Hit Parade was two weeks 


Mairzy Doats....... 

Rank A Shoo Shoo Baby.........Leeds 

ll ors ee Ih to Paver .Marks 
? Beautiful Morning.... ‘Crawford 
My Heart Tells Me........ BVC 
H Miller Music, publisher of “Mairzy¢ Triangle 
i Doats,” and the writers of the nov-| Ttyurhj Coming From Couldn't Sleep.....T. B. Harms 
elty, Milton Drake, Jerry Livingston P A Lovely Way....... Crawford 
| and Al Hoffman are protesting the Cal. for Hart Tribute! River of Roses.......... Shapiro 
ve; “ Benefit show being arranged by Paramount 

ASCAP and its Music War Commit- Don't Sweetheart Me. .Advanced 

if tee. in tribute to the late Lorenz| Speak Low............ Chappell 
torney drafted a letter Monday (21),| part, will be held at the Majestic| Have I Stayed Away...Famous 

to George Washington Hill, Ameri-| theatre, N. Y., March 5. Jose Iturbi| Victory Polka......... Chappell 

can Tobacco prez, pointing out that) will make a special trip from Cali- | Music Stopped.......... Robbins 


fornia to attend. Affair will be m.c.'d | 
by former mayor of N. Y., Jimmy | 
Walker. 

MWC had trouble securing a the- 
atre for the event. At first it was 
to be at the Martin Beck, then the 


Morris Col. Picts 


it ago, when it reached No. 3. Broadway. 
nie | Writers point out that its first Proceeds will go to the Armed fa il - nag 
notice on “Parade” three| Forces Master Records Fund. Long 
| | weeks ago, when it was an 7: .* list of performers is scheduled. Buddy Morris’ projected deal with 
I lowing week it had moved up to Columbia Pictures is being stymied 
: No. 3 and last Saturday it had by conferences the publisher has 


Court Allows Theatre 
Chain to Withdraw 
3006 Suit Vs. ASCAP 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Largo Theatres, with houses in 

California, Oregon and Washington, 

t had its request to withdraw a $300,- 

compare that total with other pops 999 suit against ASCAP granted last 

now on the market, few of which, | eck in U. istrict of 

they feel, have approached “Mairzy”, Week in U. S. istrict court of South- 
in sales. ern California. 


Largo inaugurated the action in 
1941, claiming the society had over- 
Tenny Seeks Hike From charged it $100,000 on theatre-music 
contracts pre-dating the consent de- 
| State to U. S. Senator pope 
cree, pacts allegedly having violated 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. ‘-trust laws Triple 
Jack B. Tenny, state senator from P 
1] Los Angeles and former business | damages were asked. 
ie representative of AFM local 47, has Dismissal was asked by Largo fol- 
announced his candidacy for United | lowing ASCAP’s request for a bill | 
States senator. of particulars and an amended com- | 


. | dropped to No. 4. Since, as cited 
aig above, all other lists rated the song 
No. 1, they couldn't understand its 
slipping back a notch when they 
think it should have advanced. 
Drake and his collaborators assert 
that “Mairzy” has outstripped all! 
current rivals in sales since it be- 
gan ascending approximately eight 
weeks ago. It has by now surpassed 
} 750,000 copies, and the composers 


“Mexicali Rose.” Coast where, among other| 
things, he completed arrangements | 
a soon to be recorded Decca 


Fred Waring of Arthur | 


from 


Tenny, who will seek the nomina-jplaint. Rather than do this, Largo 
it tion on both the Republican and| filed the withdrawal action to pre- | 
1 Democratic tickets, received in 1942 | pare a new case, it’s believed. | 

the Townsend, Democratic-Republi- 
ue ; can nominations for state senator, 

it | . piling up the biggest vote ever given W D Alb Of 
a candidate from Los Angeles aring’ Decca um 

County. T 

a P Tenny is well known as a com- Arthur chwartz unes, 
i YY | poser, his outstanding song being Jack Kapp returned Monday (21) | 
Hi 

i 


for 
album by 


| Top Tunes for Your Books 


ee . ° | Schwartz tunes. Composer is now | 
wae An All-Time Favorite a Warner Bros. producer. Full! 
| Waring outfit of instrumentalists, 
'glee club, choir and 


vocalists will be used. 
Schwartz album will include out- | 


DON'T 
BLAME {standing hits from his piano for 
| which Howard Dietz, Dorothy 


‘I| Fields, Frank Loesser and others 
| supplied lyrics. 


| Music by... Hu ughie Charles Quits | 
i JIMMY McHUGH 


Dash Co. for Noel Gay 


Published by London, Feb. 3. | 
it Robbins Hughie Charles, co-writer and 
com pos hits as “There'll 
| Alw ys be an E ngland,” “We'll Meet 
| Again,” “Russian , and “Silver 


| Wings in the Moonlight,” is leaving 
| Irwin Dash Music Co. to join Noel! 
Gay, music publisher, who has also 
written several hit songs in his day. 
He is being given an interest in the| 
business. 

Charles, a Dash discovery, 
been with the firm for 15 years, and} 
was in full charge while Dash was 
in America. 


Morton Gould's 


INSTRUMENTAL SENSATION 


FAVORITE OF A NATION 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York 


Al Goodhart, composer of “Johnny 
Doughboy Found a Rose in Ireland” 
now on a USO-Camp Show Inc. 
jaunt in the British Isles with the 
Rudy Starita Starlites, 
his tour to Ireland. 


jing At All,” owned by 


|for Walt Disney's 


been having with Metro on the Coast 
relative to a spot with that studio, 
which, it is understood, will not have 
any bearing on the film company’s 
connection with the Big 3 (Robbins). 
Morris had had an offer from Metro 
prior to the Columbia discussions. 

Morris denied on the Coast last 
week that his contemplated arrange- 
ment with Columbia was in the na- 
ture of a buy-in on the firms he al- 
ready operates. He says his talks 
with Columbia involve only the es- 
tablishment of a subsidiary company 
under his management. 


Leeds, Santly, Berlin 


In Infringement Suits 
Vs. N. Y. Restaurants 


Two N. Y. cabarets were charged 


| with copyright infringement in two 


actions filed by Leeds Music Corp., 
and Santly-Joy, Inc., jointly, and the 
| Irving Berlin, Inc., in another on Fri- 
day (18) in N. Y. federal court. 

Songs involved are: 
Leeds, in- 
fringed upon by the El 
Fromage Inc., on Dec. 2, 

ec. 3, same spot infringed on 

il suckle Rose,” a Santly copy- 
right. 

Berlin, in its suit charged infringe- 
ment of two songs on 
| 1943, by Johnny Pastor, Inc., 
“A Pretty Girl is Like 
and “Careless.” 

Publishers seek an injunction and 
damages for unlawful use of the 
songs without license. 


PICK WASHINGTON FOR 
GILBERT'S ASCAP SEAT 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Ned Washington is the choice of 
|! ASCAP writers nominating commit- 
| tee to contest re-election of L. 


namely 


Same day Washington's title song 
was placed in 

Academy award, 
two-time winner, 


‘Hall of Fame’ Folio, Album 


| Paul Whiteman is 
“Radio Hall of Fame” song folio for 
Robbins - Music publication 
by Abel Green), 


nomination for an 
He is a previous 


“Hall of Fame” record 
soon as Columbia 
cording. 


can resume re- 


Whiteman will double from the | 
into | 


| Philco-“Variety” 
the Roxy, N. Y., 


radio show 
starting 


‘Republic film chore, “Atlantic City.’ 


“All Or Noth- | 


Dorado | 
and on} 


Dec. 28, | 


4 Melody,” | 


Wolfe | 
Gilbert to directorate of the Society. | 
| Latter’s term expires in April. 


“Saludos Amigos” | 


| here, 
| name on the 


preparing al 
| successfully, 
(edited | 
| and Manie Sacks! 
| wants the Philco maestro to make a} 
| album, as} 


| David O. Selznick's “Since You 
Wen 
ent Away.’ Have I written it? “You write beau- 
tiful songs,”’ says Bandleader, Who 
Johnny Green and David Snell | will publish? Write: 


in late | collaborating on the score for the| 
is extending] March, and is thence slated for a| next Abbott and Costello picture, | 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for 
the week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Feb. 21-27 from 
p.m. to 1 a.m., is divided into two sections, The first section represents the 
first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there 
are ties, accounting for a longer list), and the second section contains 
the “also rans,” but notated in arithmetical order. The compilations em- 
brace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as represented by WEAF 
WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data provided by Accurate 
Reporting Service, regular checking source of the music publishing 
industry. 


TITLE PUBLISHER 
A Lovely Way to Spend Eve—i“Higher and Higher”...... .Crawford 
And Suddenly It’s Spring—j“Lady In the Dark"....... ...-Famous 
I Couldn’t Sleep a Wink—7“Higher and Higher”..... arms 
I Love Hayride” Chappell 
I’ve Had This Feeling Before—i“Show Business” .......... Santly 
Music Stopped—7;“Higher and Higher” ................... Robbins 
My Heart Tells Me—j“Sweet Rosie O’Grady” ............. BVC 
No Love No Nothin—t“Gang’s All Triangle 
People Will Say We're In Crawford 
Shoo Shoo Baby—i“Three Cheers For Boys”............ . .Leeds 
Speak Low—*“One Touch of Venus” ........0ccccccccees Chappell 
When They Ask About You ...... Berlin 

MOST PLAYED AFTER FIRST 25 

Journey To a Star—7;“Gang’s All Here”’.............e.008: Triangle 
Oh What a Beautiful Morning—*"Oklahoma”.............. Crawford 
I Wish I Could Hide Inside This Letter. Shapiro 
Be Thinking of You Easter Noble 
Surrey With the Fringe on Top—**“Oklahoma” ............ Crawford 
Have I Stayed Away Too Long .... ..Famous 
I'll Get By—i"““Guy Named Joe” ...............-. ..Berlin 
Old Acquaintance—t“Old Acquaintance” .. Witmark 
Take It Easy—i“2 Sisters and a Santly 


You’re the Rainbow—t“Ridin’ High” Paramount 


As You Were—*"Red Points and Blue” 


Mississippi Dreamboat—j7“Swing Fever” ............ Feist 
'Green Green Hills of Home..... . Lincoln 
Red Grow ..Bob Miller 

| Someday rll Meet You Again—i “Passage Marseille” ..Witmark 
+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 
‘Wild Honey’ Good Luck anne 


Charm for AAF Crew Boe 


ve > 9 
“Wild Honey,” which bandleader —— 
George Hamilton composed in 1936. AN 
as a theme song for his band, prov-| PETER V STEEDEN 
ing to be a good-luck tune overseas. a st this 8x5 
ost “big names” use this 3x5 


An American pilot, who heard 
Hamilton play it at Hotel Cleveland 
liked it so well he painted its 
plane assigned to him 


VISUAL record of song hits of 
over 100) publishers, plus old 
favorites. Includes lead sheets 
and Iyries of chorus. Samples 
free. 


TUNE-DEX 


New York 19 


in England. 


To-date, the pilot wrote Hamilton, 
“Wild Honey” has made seven trips 
over. Germany (including Berlin) 
returning home with- 
each time. 


i 1619 Broadway 
out casualties 


Alexander Tansman and Cnarles | 
Previn creating a musical setting for 


World’s Greatest Song! 


THOMAS LUCKE 


“Harem Scarum” 562 W. 148th St., N. Y¥. 


at Metro. 


ONE 


Lyrics By 
SAM LEWIS 


CHICAGO 
Chick Kardale 


OF THE SEASON’S TRULY GREAT SONGS! 


UNDAY SORRENT 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York 


Ben Gilbert, Prof. Mgr. 


Music By 
GEORGE MEYER 


HOLLYWOOD 


ral 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| 
T | | 
| 
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New Tax Bite Forcing West Coast 


Night Spots to Drop Live Music 


Approximately half the night spots; 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 


in town are threatening to abandon 
entertainment when the new tax 
pill, ealling for a 30. bite, goes into 
effect. About 20‘. of the niteries 
have handed their bandmen termin- 
aiion notices, effective with the sign- 
ing of the bill. 

Faced with a possible unemploy- 
ment problem, the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians is taking action to 
prevent wage cuts or “deals” that 
might result if large numbers of 
band players are suddenly thrown 
out of work. 

Despite veto of the measure, AFM 
is still on its guard in case Con- 
gress overrides the President. 


MRS. JOE LOUIS IN 
BIGTIME HUB DEBUT 


Marva Louis, wife of the heavv- 
weight champ, makes her bigtime 
cafe bow with a two-week stand at 
the Mayfair Boston, starting April 
19. Singer is currently on a one- 
night tour with the Nat Towles orch. 

Concurrent with her Mayfair bow, 
Mrs. Louis will go under General 
Amus. Corp. management. She's cur- 
rently being handled by the 
Gale office. 


Clear Up Confusion On 
Bouncing Schulte Check 


Confusion regarding alleged bounc- 
ing check which caused Ray Schulte’s 
“Hollywood Ice Revels” to get into 
Gifficulties with the American Guild 
of Variety Artists, has been cleared 
up and show has been allowed to 
open. 

It was the $2.000 


explained that 


check given to AGVA covering cast | 


salaries and $761 for previous in- 
debtedness for performers had been 
okay all along. However, switching 
of the account from a Muncie, Ind.. 
bank to an Indianapolis counting 
house caused 
sulted in the return of the check. 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


JEAN TIGHE 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE BOYS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


Personal Management: 


AL BORDE 


Broadway’s Youngest 


Producer-Designer | 


JOE CROSBY 


Louise’s Monte Carlo 
Second Year 


New York City 


Moe } 


the jamup which re- | 


‘Board Restores License 
To Chatterbox, Cincy 


Columbus, O., Feb. 22. 

Ohio Liquor Board, reversing a 
decision by Liquor Director Don A. 
Fisher, ordered renewal of the night 
club permit for the Chatterbox Cafe, 
| Cincinnati. 
| Board Chairman Harry E. Hawley 
|said the permit, issued to Ernest 
| Gullett, expired last Jan. 30 and 
| that Fisher refused to renew it on 


the grounds that prostitutes had 
j; been arrested in the cafe. Mrs. 
' Ernest Gullett. whose husband is 


| Sew in the armed forces, contended | has Latin Quarter Revue. next week 
}at the board hearing that she had gets Johnny Long's band with Hal 


no knowledge of the arrests. 


Cleve. Hot Spots 
Limboed in Favor 


Of Parking Lot 


| Cleveland, Feb. 22. 
| Morris Leitson's Cowshed Club 


cand his 1011 Club, two downtown hot 
| spots located in the same building, 


were slugged by eviction notices last 
when the operator lost his 


i week 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


rorch. 


Stanley before; 


lease, as well as a court battle to a! 


parking-lot syndicate. 

Leitson spent nearly a month in 
| courtrooms trying to block the Park- 
safe, Inc., from buying the building 
and rental contracts. Although the 
nitery proprietor contended that he 
had been given a renewed three- 
year lease in June, 1943, which he 


| 
| 
|} thought was binding, the judge ruled 


ithat the parking corporation had 
| prior contractual rights. Parksafe 
had put through its sale deal in 
|March, 1943, admitted Mrs. Sally 


O'Neil, owner of the property, dur- 
jing the lawsuit. 

Building is to be razed shortly, and 
the space used for parking lots. It's 
doubtful whether Cowshed and the 
1011 Club will reopen for the dura- 
j tion, since downtown sites are as 
scarce as hotel rooms in Cleveland. 


| 


‘LATIN QUARTER REVUE’ 
TO QUIT AFTER PHILLY 


Lou Walters’ “Latin Quarter 
| Revue” will disband after its date at 


the Earle, Philadelphia, March 2, 
after 14 weeks on the road. 
Bobby May, in the show, will 


transfer to Walters’ Latin Quarter, 
Miami, while the Fontaines, also in 
the show, go directly to the Earle, 
Washington. 


Cowboy Roy Rogers To 


Roy Rogers, cowboy film star, will 
| head three dates of “Texas Rodeo,” 
| produced by Arena Managers Assn. 


for presentation in its arenas. Pix 


places other than the state stores. 


|man offered to sell it to me and I 
| needed it, and I bought it. I bought 
in Cambria county. Anybody 


now, 


Cafe Latino, N.Y., Folds 


fe Latino, NY. Folds. Buffalo’s Mayor Launches Clean-Up 
and Easy Niteries 


Cafe Latino, Greenwich Village. 
N. Y., nitery, will shutter Feb. 29 
because of manpower shortage. 

Spot announces it will reopen 


Armistice day. 


Pitt Again Stuck 
For Stage Draws 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 
Stanley theatre will go straight 
pix again on March 10 for at least | 
five weeks and possibly longer due 
to the shortage of available stage 
attractions. WB deluxer currently 


| has 


LeRoy and winds up flesh for a 
while on March 3 with Shep Fields’ 


Same has happened 
three times, in fact, 
year. Longest period 
time in which house | 
Was without presentations was six 
weeks. It may be more than that 
management admits, claiming 
that there isn’t enough stuff in sight 


thing 


within last 
during that 


at present to insure even three 
weeks running over a_ two-month 
period. 

Stanley, however, will make ef- 


forts to get an attraction at least for | 
Easter Week (‘April 7) and then | 
may try to build up a backlog of 
altractions before returning to regu- 
lar policy on a_ semi-permanent 
basis. 


License Suspended 
On Nixon Cafe, Pitt, 
In Liquor Snarl 


Pittsburgh. Feb. 22. 

Booze license of the Nixon cafe. 
Pittsburgh's oldest night club and 
currently the downtown's No. 1 spot. 
has been suspended for 50 days be- 
ginning March 7, the State Liquor 
Control Board announced last week 
in Harrisburg. Tony Conforti, the 
owner, said it was because he had 
purchased “a little whisky” from 


he claimed, 
stores, but 
stores. A 


“It was legal whisky,” 
“it came out of the state 
I didn't buy it from the 


else would have done the same.” 
Conforti added that the suspension 
pretty severe and commented, 
“if its a big place, they slap a big | 
fine on you. A little place gets a 
little fine.” He expects to effect a 
compromise with the liquor board, as | 
is customary in“such cases, to pay 


Was 


| fine of $10 for each day of the sus- 


Do 3 Rodeo Bookings 


o that he can continue sell- 
ing over the bar. 

Nixon cafe was the first place in 
town to impose self-rationing when 


pensicn s 


| liquor became scarce. Even now only 


commitments prevent the buckskin- 
opera player from going through | 
ith the entire 

| Show 


Arena, April 9-15, and foliows with 
| Pittsburgh Gardens, April 17-22: 
|'Uhline Arena, Washington, April 
| 24-29: Maple Leaf Gardens, Toronto, 


|'May 2-6: Providence auditorium, 
| May 9-16: New Haven Arena, May 
118-24. Rogers will play the Pitts- 
burgh, Washington and Toronto 
| dates. No successor has yet been 
picked. 

“Texas Rodeo” will also include 
ithe Reddingtons, acros; Gautier’s 


Steeplechase, dog act, and Ted and 
Flo Vallett, baton twirlers. Staging 
will be by Col. Jim Eskew. 


Buddy Lester, Comic, 
Inducted Next Month 


Buddy Lester, brother of Jerry 
| Lester, after finishing up 30 weeks 
}at the Latin Quarter, Chicago, has 
been booked into the army. 
Originally set to move into 
Club Charles, Baltimore, on Feb. 22, 
comic has been ordered to report for 
induction early next month. 


| 


HAVANA MAD 


Singing Star of Stage and Radio 


PEETA 


“THE CANADIAN NIGHTINGALE” 


Currently at the 


SMALL 


baxclusive Manugement: 
HERBERT LYNN 
1697 Hrondway 
New Vork 19 5-0530) 
= 


so many bottles are placed on the 
counter each evening. and when 
they're gone, that’s all there is until 
the next day's business. 


entire tour. WOLPER TAKES OVER 


TERRACE ROOM, MIAMI 


Dave Wolper. operator of the 
Hurricane, New York, has completed 
negotiations to take over the Terrace 
Room. Miami Beach. and will open 
the spot with a name orch and name 
act sometime next October. 

Deal was made by Al 


Borde. 


booker for the Hurricane. New name 


| Wolper’s 


| for the Capitol, N. Y.. he 
| goes 
| came 


of the room has not yet been set as 
attorney, Noah L. Braun- 
is currently in Miami trying to 
ricane title. Miami now 
which is 


stein, 
clear the Hui 
has a Hurricane Restaurant, 
not operated by Wolper. 

Cafe will be a year-round opera- 
tion, with talent spotted from Oc- + 
tober to April or May. Room will 
then revert to a straight eatery. 


Lewis Set for Strand, N.Y., 


After Hurricane Windup 


the | 


booked 
instead | 
into the Strand, N. Y. Mixup. 
about. after Lewis was vir-| 
tually signed at the Cap, because the, 
letter house couldn't use him until} 
June or July, whereas Lewis wanted | 


Ted Lewis has not been 


'to play immediately after closing at} 


| the Hurricane Restaurant, N. Y. | 
the last minute he switched to the. 


At| 


Strand. | 
Opening date at the Warner house 


' Pan 
Jeanne 
'geles dancer, for $410,000 for perma- 


| manager of Loew's State, N. Y.. 


| Toots 


Drive on Free 


Garry Moore Set for 2 
Wks. at Roxy, 3'!2G Per 


Garry Moore, co-star with Jimmy 

Durante on the Camel radio show. 
been booked into the Roxy, 
N. Y., week of March 29, for initial 
age appearance, 
Moore will receive $7,000 for two 
weeks, with option for two addi- 
tional weeks. Comedian will share 
billing with Harry Richman and the 
Di Marcos. 


« 


Jane Froman Sues 
Pan-Am for $1,000,000 


For Plane Crash Injuries 


Jane Fronan, singer, filed suit 
against Pan-American Airways, Inc., 


'for $1,000,000, Monday (21) in N. Y. 


injuries sustained 
when Pan-Am’'s. plane, Yankee 
Clipper, in which she ‘was a _ pas- 
senger, crashed near Lisbon, Portu- 
gal, Feb. 22, 1943. 

This is the second suit filed against 
American. The first was by 
(Lorraine) Rognan, Los An- 


federal court for 


nent injuries to herself and for the 
death of her husband, who was her 
dancing partner. 

Miss Froman’s complaint alleges 
that the company’s plane was care- 
lessly handled and. because of negli- 
gence of Pan-Am employees, she 
received injuries which she states 
will be permanent. 

Miss Froman’s husband, 
Ross, seeks $100,000 damages for 
medical and hospital expenses in- 
curred by him aS a result of her in- 
juries. In addition the singer wants 
$10,000 for loss of her baggage, 

Singer is suing under her 
name, Ellen Jane Ross. 

Miss Froman, who is steadily im- 


Donald 


real 


| proving from injuries suffered in the 


Lisbon crash, will return to Doctor’s 
hospital, N. Y., March 10 for still an- 


other operation. This one will be 
minor in nature, and it is expected 
that by April 1 she will be able to 


again aecept 


booking. 


Pals Throwing Goodbye 


Feed for Al Rosen 


Al Rosen, who leaves the post of 
next 
month to head a San Francisco war 
plant, will be feted at a dinner at 
Shor’s, March 3. 

Eddie Smith heads the committee, 
which includes Bob Weitman, Para- 


mount managing director: Jesse 
Kaye, Loew booker; Zeb Epstein, 
Strand Managing director, and 


Harry Gourfain. Capitol producer 


radio engagements and | 
possibly another Broadway musical 


Buffalo, Feb. 22. 
That a special squad of police 


| plainclothes men have been detailed 
to clean up off-color night club 
shows at direction of Mayor Joseph 


J. Kelly. was revealed this week 
when six downtown spots’ were 
visited and warned to abide by 


decency regulations or else. 

Asserting that he was disturbed 
by many complaints about the lewd 
shews and dialogue which were be- 
ing offered at local niznt clubs, the 
| Mayor said that precinct captains 
| had been warned and that police 
| would visit shows nightly until they 
/ were cleaned up or shut up. His 
f announcement concluded with the 
'statement that dirty shows would not 
be tolerated. 

| Reports from the special squad 

disclosed that women were sitting in 
| customers laps, doing off-color 
dances and telling suggestive and 
dirty jokes at customers’ tables. The 
names of the places were not dis- 
closed but are said to have been in 
the downtown section. 

Femme entertainers have been 
warned to wear more clothing, and 
operators. to close promptly and to 
bar juveniles, 

Police made it clear that no nitery 
operating property will be molested, 
‘but that all spots would be checked 
and made to conform with regula- 
tions. 


PAUL DRAPER TO MAKE 
SOUTH AMERICAN TOUR 


Ernesto de Quesada, South Ameri- 
can impressario, has pacted Paul 
Draper for an extensive soOuth-of-the 
border tour to begin in May. 

Dancer, who in recent months has 
been teaming with Larry Adler, will 
go it alone. Included in the Draper 
itinerary are Argentina, Uruguay, 
Brazil, Peru Ecuador, Venezucla and 
Colombia. 

Draper, meanwhile, is set 
to the Hote] Waldorf-Astoria’s 
Wedgwood Room around March 15. 
Spot is also dickering Corina 
Mura. current in “Mexican Hay- 
ride,” for the same bill. 

Draper follows the Waldorf with 
a four-week date at the Blackstone 
hotel, Chicago, April 17, and then 
| goes on the 32-concert tour of South 
| America. 


to go In- 


for 


Richman Set For 
Miami, N. Y. Dates 


Harry Richman, current at 
Bowery, Detroit. is down for 
Latin Quarter. Miami, March 16. 

He follows with the Roxy theatre, 
New York. 


the 
the 


Allan Byron, baritone, 
March 2 at Belmont Plaza 
Glass Hat nitery. 


opens 
hotel's 


Currently LOEW'S 


Boys in Alaska for 


Under New 


MATTY 


EVANS 


STATE, New York 


FEB. 24th, WASH. 


Just Completed Seven Months with the 


USO Camp Shows 


Management 


ROSEN 


= 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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boarding, a sock interlude. And,/on a good dancing beat, kept the Bin 


Gracie Fields, Irene Bordoni Point Up 


Timelessness of Seasoned Trouping 


By ABEL GREEN 
There's something about seasoned 


troupers of the Gracie Fields-lrene | 


Bordoni school which is ageless. This 
manifests itself anew currently in 
New York, where the English co- 
medienne sings 15 or 16 songs a 
night at the Waldorf's Wedgwood 
Room. and where the French chan- 
teuse is making her nitery debut at 
Arthur Lesser’s La Vie Parisienne. 
Miss Bordoni, certainly fiftyish, 


according to the Broadway annals, | 


but by no means looking her axe. 
is as devastating a personality as 
when she. starred in musicomedy 


And the manner in which she does | 
her native Gallic ballads, ard such | 


perennials as “Two Loves Have I.” 
“Just a Gigolo” and “Let’s Do It,” 
interspersed with the more modern 
“Great Day Coming Manana,” 
“Gonna Get Lit Up,” a war 
medley, “The Very Thought of You” 
and the like, proves there’s no time 
limit to her talents. 


song 


zee optics and odd coiff, and clicks 
all the way. 

As for Miss Fields, ably backed by 
Leo Reisman, who is back on the 
podium as Xavier Cugat shifts to the 
Broadway Paramount theatre, she 
really lets herself go with her lilting 
songs and whistling interludes. Miss 


Fields is an object lesson to all chan- | 


toosies on how to win customers and 
influence ’em. She does it w 
charm, poise, ease and relaxation. 


he sings tirelessly, graciously and | 


generously. She changes pace lke 
Christy Mathewson, vocalizes an 
international Hit Parade that makes 
her $2 couvert a bargain at the Wal- 
dorf. The answer is that Ambrose, 
the maitre d’, again has to stagger 
under the strain of the traffic. 

Miss Fields’ repertoire runs the 
amut from the following: “He 

ooed Her,” “Surrey With the 
Fringe.” “Besame Mucho,” “Mairzy 
Doats,” “Wickedness in Men,” “The 
Convoy Got Through,” “I’m Gonna 


She’s the same 
pert personality with the very zee- | 


with | 


See You Today.” “Sailor, Sail Me 
} Round” (an obviously British ex- 
;cerpt), “Gonna Get Lit Up,” “You 
Were My Boy.” “Don't Be Angry 
With Me Sgt.” (a lyric gem), “Pedro 
| the Fisherman,” the tango “Jalousie” 
(which she makes into a very fetch- 
ing community sing), “You Only 
Want It When I Haven't Got It” and, 


of course, the perennial “Biggest | 
Aspidistra.” Incidentally, on the} 
crest of her click in “Holy Matri- | 


mony.” and fortified with a fetching 
new coiffure, Gracie Fields is really 
OK for sight and sound. 


Zanzibar. N. Y. 

Pee Wee Marquette, Line (8), 
Sabby Lewis Band, Tops & Wilda, | 
Son & Sonny. Harold Nicholas, 3 
Peppers, Maurice Rocco, Dusty 
Fletcher, Ethel Waters; no minimum 
dinner; $3-$3.50 supper nunimum. 


Dear Abel: 

You said it, brother! But add the 
name of Ethel Waters, one of the| 
great blues singers of this or any 
show biz era. 


Gracie Fields. Irene Bordoni andj 


Ethel Waters—what 
seasoned trouping! 

York spots at the same time! 
| wait until old Soph comes back to 


parlay 


| What's that about age losing its al- 
| lure? 
lay- 


Heading the Cafe Zanzibar 
| seldom been 


out. Miss Waters has 
| better. 
| ent, and most of it good, but it re- 
mains for Miss Waters to goal ‘em 
with her sock standards. 

Miss Waters her 
nitery debut, and 
that she return to the scene of her 
first Main Stem triumph. It 
20 years ago that she torched her 


Club Plantation. 
changed—the 
followed in its site by 


Times have 


Plantation has 


BORDE 


PRESENTS 


AL 


BENNY MEROFF 


*““FUNZAFIRE” 


COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 


Now Playing 
SECOND WEEK 
GLENN’S RENDEZVOUS 


NEWPORT, KY. 


| clubs, last of which is the 
rent Zanzibar; the years have added 
weight to Miss Waters, etc.—but 


sell 
If 


the best of them. 
fault-finding, it 


wifh 
any 


a song 
there's 


of tunes. 
her “Cabin 
she clicked 


in the Sky.” with which 
in the Broadway show 


and likewise with her long-time 
| standard “Stormy Weather,” but she 


| could dispense with some of that 
| double entendre. Miss Waters 
| doesn’t need that type of tune to 


put her over. 


Waters to break 
with some of that indigo, but the 
latter only bespeaks a usage of tunes 
' that are somewhat out of proportion 
to her increasing maturity. And the 
bet is that she won't tire ‘em with 
those blues. There can be no 
| feiting of excellence. 
the thought that here is a criticism 
‘of a type number that Miss Waters 
has inevitably employed in the nite- 
' ries. but when one recalls her recent 
vaudeville appearances, when she 
had to adhere to family-time stand- 
| ards, there was no question that she 
still was socko without the risque 
| stuff. 
| Otherwise this is a bill that plays 
well, ably paced by the Sabby Lewis 
band playing the accomp. Maurice 
Rocco is a holdover, and still a per- 


sonality kid with his upright key- 


the Copacabana in a couple weeks. | 


It’s a bill of all-colored tal- | 


| cause Miss Blakstone is a big draw 
It’s about two decades now since | and the place is in the bucks. 

Broadway | 
it’s only fitting | her farewell ; off 
such blushers as “Teaching Riding to 
was|the Fellows Up at College.” 
| Columbus,” “Love for Sale.” 
way into unanimous favor at the old| “The Honeymoon Is Over,” “Blak- 
| stone Is as Clean as Can Be, 
been | item whose catch line is shouted. 
numerous). 
cur-| ting them over as she works hard | 


there’s no denying that she can still | 


could possibly be in several choices | 
She's still boffing ’em with | 


of that name several seasons ago,| Gladys Isn't Gratis Anymore.” “N 
|'One Gave the Bride Away” and “Life 
Begins at 40." Also holds them with 
| his piano rambles and a variety com- 


| 
There’s a probable desire by Miss | Boulevard Room. Chi 


up her sameness | 
| Gracie Barrie; 


sur- | 
All this with! 


\\\\ \ \ 
\ \\ 


CLL 
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brother, he doesn’t fool with that 
left hand! 
Harold Nicholas is now doing a 
hoofing single, his brother shoulder- 
ing a pack for Uncle Sam, and he'll 
do 
duration. He's the diminutive one 
of the pair, and still clicko with his 
breakaway terps and_ occasional 
vocals. 


There are a couple of other dance, 
have | 
been somewhat offkey booking, what | usual 


turns on the bill, which may 


with Son and Sonny also on the 


hoof, on top of a table, plus Tops | 
Wilda 


in their jitterbug 
S & S are in the standard 
as are T & W. but both-okay. 
Rest of the bill includes the line 
of eight lookers, as nice-looking a 
line as seen in any colored 
Pee Wee Marquette, diminutive host 
and introducer: 3 Peppers, neatly 
entertaining trio of instrumentalist- | 
warblers (though sometimes a little | 
dirty with their lyrics), and Dusty | 
Fletcher, who's the weakest part of | 
the bill with his old-school type of 
comedy monolog. Kahn. 


Club Olmstead. 


Washington, Feb. 18. 


Nan Blackstone, Hal Yates; mini- 
mune $2-$3. 
| 

The redheaded extrovert, Nan! 


Blakstone, who features a long line 
of ditties which must have been: 


for| whelped by a musical primer out of 
And all in New!a book of traveling salesmen stories, | 
Just} is on her stint 
| torrid chanteuse, who did 10 money- 


at this spot. The 


making weeks here and appeared 
good for another 10 leaves only be- 
cause Olmstead’s, an old-line, con- 
servative restaurant up to 9 p.m. and 
the burg’s most sizzling intimate 
supper club from 10 to 2, is putting 
night life on the shelf for the next 
few months. Situation is unusual be- 


works in 


offering 


the 
here, 


with 
shows 


She gives .out 


“Chris 
“Rain,” 


and an 


Miss Blakstone has a way of put- 


and gives customers their 
worth, and she was on the way to- | 
ward building up a repeat business 
which threatened to make her a local 
institution. 

Fitting in smoothly Hal Yates, 
who winds up 22 consecutive weeks 
here. This ingratiating veteran 
matches the Blakstone routine with 
“No 


money's 


is 


munity sing. Lowe. 


(STEVENS HOTEL) 
Chicago, Feb. 18. 

| Bernie Cummins Orch (12) with 

| Jeanne Bennett & Walter Cummins: | 

minimum $2.50, $3. | 


On her first solo date since giving | 
up her husband Dick Stabile’s band | 
which she fronted for more than a 


year, Gracie Barrie is sharing honors | 
the | 


with Bernie Cummins’ orch. in 
| town’s newest night spot. With 
| sponsibility of managing and 
| ducting off her young shoulders, Miss 
| Barrie returns as a single of dis- 
| tinction. Showmanship is evident in 
| every song she delivers, and her bru- 
nette beauty is nicely set off by at- 
tractive gowns. 

Repertoire consists of her parodies 
on dictators, “My Heat Tells Me.” 
“I Cain’t Say No” from “Oklahoma.” 
“Besame Mucho” and “I Gotta Get 
Hot.” A big hit here. 


re- | 


CAN - 


| 


with instrumentation of four brass. 


He leans toward oldies. although he 
doesn’t neglect the newer pops. Vo- 
cals are well taken care of by Walter 
Cummins. whose forte ballads: 
Jeanne Bennett. and 
himself. 


1S 


the 


Morg. 


Terrace Room. Newark 
Tony Pastor's Orch (16), with 
Virgo’ Maxey; “King Sisters (4), 


This is Tony Pastor's first job for 
Frank Dailey, either at the Terrace 
Room or the now-shuttered Meadow- 
brook, closed because of the 
portation situation. Pastor opened 
here Friday (18) with a band great- 
ly improved over its last date in the 
N. Y. area. From the debut night's 
reaction to its music and the King 
Sisters, the spot is likely to con- 
tinue the big business done by 
Jimmy Dorsey, who preceded Pastor. 

Pastor has almost completely re- 
written his library in past 
couple months and the newer ar- 
rangements have worked wonders 
with the band’s impact. Whereas it 
formerly was a pretty lifeless out- 
fit, getting by mainly on the per- 
sonality of its leader, whose talents, 
incidentally, are still not being fully 
exploited, the band is playing with 
new-found spirit and playing well. 
It got off sevéral jump things at this 
catching ‘that had every head in the 
room turned toward the bandstand. 
On the other hand it’s ballads and 


plenty okay on his own for the} 


turn. | 
idiom, 


show: | 


to the custome.vs. 
pilots the show along smoothly. 


a.k.’s 
cafe trade now 
are in the armed forces. 

Terp chores are ably taken care | 
ot by Harriet Hays, taps expert, and | 
Carmelita and Lee, 
ologists, 


| Howell is doing 


Bernie Cummins offers sweet music | a table and five chairs clenched in 


four sax and four rhythm in a well- | 
balanced and softly modulated outfit. | 


maestro | 


trans- | 


imedium rhythm tnings, latter based 


dance floor well populated. 

Virginia Maxey, formerly with 
Charlie Barnet, handles vocals in 
addition to the too-few attempts 
Pastor makes. She, as has been said 
before, is a fair singer nicely held 
up by a solid appearance. 

King Sisters held a_ well-filled 
house in the palms of their hands 
opening night. Looking better than 


ever, the quartet combined their 
pleasing vocal talents with the 
quota of King-antics and 


made such pops “Paper Doll,” “My 

Heart Tel!s Me,” 

run up a large score in their favor. 
Wood. 


Club Bali. Philly 
Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 


Sonny Mars, Harriet Hays, Car- | 
melita & Lee, Barbary Coast Boys | 


(2), Alan Fielding Orch (6); no 
cover or minimum; dinners $1.50 up. 
recently 
one of the best 


Sonny Mars. 


from the Army, is 


| prospects among the younger comics 


in Philly. The guy ~ nocks himself | 
out trying, has lots of talent, is ver- 
satile and needs only some high- 


grade material to really rate 
drawer attention, 


However, use of overworked men’s 


top- 


room and racial gags are in bad | 
taste. Takeoff on Dr. Jekyll and 


Mr. Hyde and a couple of comic dra- 
matie bits net solid guffaws. 
has a nimble ad lib sense and plays 
As an m.c., he 


Highlighting the bill are the Bar- 
bary Coast Boys, 


fresh and entertaining manner 


pop tunes. 
who 


Act is sure-fire with the 
compose the 
that the 


Music is by Alan 
Because of scarcity 
Kaliner Brothers 
with the house line. 


Fielding’s orch. 


have dispensed 


Biz excellent, with virtually every | 


table filled when caught. Shalt, 
New Acts 

| 4 BLUE BONNETS | 
Songs | 
7 Mins. | 
Apollo, New York 

Quartet of tall, nicely grooomed 
sepia femmes indulge in pleasant 


harmony singing, but lack the punch 


|either in arrangements or delivery 


to put them into the big time. Two 
numbers, “I Love You~ Just the 
Same” and “Don’t Speak to Me,” in- 
dicate that act still needs plenty re- 
hearsal. 

Only at one point do they. generate 
audience excitement. During the 
latter number, one gal breaks away 
to do some boogie-woogie. Crowd 


| liked this section of the act, and in- 
| clusion of more of same would aid | 


them considerably. 


Jose, 


SHORTY HOWELL 


ance | 


| 9 Mins, 


Apollo, New York 

Herculean strength of molars and 
more than ordinary stamina are 
needed for the type of turn Shorty 
This colored chap, 
enough talent a 
him across, augments 


with 
get 


as 


his turn 


with hoofing while picking up chairs | 
At | 


and 


tables with his choppers. 
concl 


usion of his turn he spins with 


his mouth. 

Aside from his ironjaw 
Howell is an efficient tapster and is 
able to knock off tricky routines em- 
bellished with humorous snakehips 
and boogie-woogie antics. 


Appears ready for presentation in 


downtown vauders. Jose, 
Saranac 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 22. 


Lions Club to present “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” as a benefit to raise funds to 
buy gift packages for boys from the 
actors colony now overseas. 

Evans Evans checked out and will 
make his new home in Pulaski, N. Y 

Charles Goodwin progressing so 
well that he is in line for an up 
routine. Ditto for Betty Blessings. 
who is flashing top reports. r 

Eddie Vogt couldn't outsmart the 
three wits on “Can You Top This” 


| ne i 

| program. So he received five bucks 
|and a joke book. 

George Lewis, musician formerly | 


with Bryce LaVign’s orchestra. is a 
new arrival here, getting an 0.0. and 
general check-up at Trudeau sana- 
torium. 

Margaret Dougherty mastered a 


bronchiscopy operation and now do- | 


ing O.K 

After a 10-week session of bed 
routine Happy Benway is back on 
the job again. 

The medical, nursing and person- 
nel staff of the Will Rogers are list- 
ed 100% in the War Bond Drive. 

Write to those whe are ill, 


Signs Mex Singer For 
N.Y. La Conga Nitery 


Mexico City, Feb. 29. 
Jack Harris, in town to scout tal. 
ent for his New York nitery, La 
Conga, has inked Angelillo Angel 
San Pedro, Spanish folk-singer who 
has appeared on local radio stations 


| ico. 


“Shoo Shoo Baby” | 


discharged | 


He also} 


Bob Fisher and| 
Eddie Gold, who have found a niche | 
for themselves in Philly's saloon so-| 


ciety. 


They hypo the bill with their | 
in | 
putting across old-time and current 


bulk of! 
voungsters 


novel ballroom- | 


of lookers, the | 


tapster 


work, | 


and is headlining at the Teatro Lir- 
San Pedro starts at the N. y, 
nitery April I. 

Deal was made through Andre 
Lasky, local agent. Harris, after con. 


cluding the deal, started back for 


; New York. 


Pit Men at Miner’s, 
New’k, Get Wage Boost 


War Labor Board has granted a 
scale increase for musicians at the 
Miner's theatre, Newark, burlesque, 
It has not yet acted on a similar de- 
mand placed by the AFM local for 
men at the Adams theatre. Miner's 
increases jump seven men from $65 
to $73 weekly. 

Adams situation has not 
settled because the theatre 
ing the local’s application 


vet been 
is fight. 
to ine 


| crease the scale. 


Bali, Bklyn., AGVAed 

Club Bali, Brooklyn, has been re- 
stored to the good graces of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
with the inking of a pact calling for 
$50 scale for principals and $35 for 
chorus. 

Spot had been on AGVA’s unfair 
list for about three weeks because 
of unwillingness to dicker with the 
union. 


Mildred Bailey returns to Cafe So- 
ciety Uptown, N. Y., next Monday 
(28) for an indefinite run. Singer 
was at the spot about six months 
ago. 

She will work with 
son’s orchestra, current. 


Wil- 


Teddy 


CAPPELLA ‘PATRICIA 


Closing a Record Breaking 
Engagement 
At the Exclusive 


CLOVER CLUB 


Hollywood, Cal. 


After Being Held Over 
Different Shows 


Just Finished Picture 
“MOON OVER LAS VEGAS’ 


For Universal 


3 


in 


Now Doing 
‘THE COWBOY AND THE 
SENORITA’ 
For Republic 


Versatility in Rhythm 


KEN 
KENNEDY 


On Tour for USO 


Overseas 


ENTERTAINING OVERSEAS WITH 
LSO-CAMP SHOWS 


BOB EVANS 
WITH JERRY O'LEARY 


Personal Management 
EZ KEOUGH 


Theatrical Costumes: 
MIME. ELISE 


46th St. New 
MU. 2.0513 


| 

| | 
| Mildred Bailey’s Repeat 

| | 
i 
| RES OF 

2 | 7 | | 
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| 3 | | | 


Wednesday, February 23, 1944 


43 


DYNAMIC S 
ONG S 
AGAIN DOING A SINGLE 


WILL DAVIDSON 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE soy’: 


rm and friendly Boulevard Room 


‘The vast, yet 
of the Stevens Hotel is the — for Gracie 


Borrie’s superb singing. Miss Barrie 


is one of the 


most natural cafe singers | know. She lets her 
voice provide most of the histrionics. and thot 


voice is beautifully controlled, with a three- 


dimensional quality t 
any type of song. 


hat makes it adaptable to 


practically 


PENCE JAMES 


CHICAGO DAILY NEWS says: 


m has all the things men- 


Boulevard Roo 
tioned above and Gracie Barrie, too. Gracie is 
the show, and what a show .--> Gracie has been 
trouping most of her life and, while that's not s° 
long, it's long enough to give her superb poise 
and confidence and the ability to carry her au- 


dience awcy wherever she goes in song. Yes. 
Gracie is versatile. She is a sweet singer or @ 


way she chooses seems 


pleasing cutup and either 


to please. 


NOW PLAYING 
FOURTH WEEK 
NEW BOULEVARD ROOM 
STEVENS HOTEL 

CHICAGO 


vee 
* 


MOCK WELL. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 23, 1944 


Variety Bills 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 25 


Numerals in coanection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITy 
Capitol (24) 

Lionel Hampten 

Mills Bros 

Kuck & Bubbles 

Pops & Louie 
State (24) 

Ted & Flo Vallett 

Carr Bros 

Leon Mavara 


Benny Carter Orc 
PiItTSBURGH 
Sianley (24) 

Jehnny Leng Orc 

lial Le Roy 
WASHINGTON, 
Capitel (24) 

Jacqueline Hurley 

Steve Evans 

Diamond Bres 


Paramount 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (2°) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Dean Murphy 

Cugat Choir 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (25) 


Lenny. Gale 
Daniels 
MIAMI 


Olympia (23) 
LeRoy's Marionettes 
tob Hepkins 
Knvica & Novello 
Bert Walton 


Woody Herman Orc! Eric Blore 
RKO | 
BOSTON Duke Ellington Ore 


RKO (24) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Ray English 
Wesson Bros 
Marcy MeGuire 

(17) 
H'wood Pinup Gls 
CINCINNATI 

Albee (24) 
Dixie Dunbar 
Nan Rae & Mrs W 
Smiley Burnette 
The Stardusters 
Bill Robinson 

(17) 
Vaughn Monroe Ore 
Jane Smith 

Chester Dolphin 
Gil Maison 
CLEVELAND 

Palace (24) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Betty Jane Smith 
Chester Dolphin 
Gil Maison 

(17) 
YD'Artega 
Beatrice 
Vatson Sis 
Grace McDonald 

COLUMBUS 


Apus & Estralita 
Wini Johnson 
Cook & Brown 
(22-24) 
Bob Chester Ore 
Billy Reves 
Stardusters 
Dixie Dunbar 


| Accordion 


Dixon 
HOLYOKE 
Holyoke (22-24) 
3 Dewling Gis 
Jimmy Marks & L 
Verdi & Raymo 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Circle (24) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 

Paul Regan 

Edwards Sis 
NEWARK 
Adams (24) 

Truth or C'nquences 

Dean Hudson Bd 

Linda Moody 

Lou Hoffman 


NORFOLK 

Center (24) 
2 Reddingtons 
June Lorraine 
Jack Durant 
Jane Pickens 


PATERSON 
Majestic (24-27) 
Emery 2 & Claire 
Rosalie Allen 
Jack Mahoney 
Anthony & Rogers 
3 Stanleyvs 
(28-1) 
Consuelo 
Roy Picard 
4 Belmont Sis 
Lander & Lloyd 
* Rhythmettes 


Tina 


Ba 


PAWTUCKET 
Capitol (27) 
Beb Easton Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (24) 
Haynes & Perry 
Rey Smeck 
Moerey & Eaton 
Juggling Jewels 
PROVIDENCE 
Metrep'litan (25-27) 
4 Franka 
Stanley 
Panse, 
Louis Prima Ore 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq. (24-26) 
Bob Easton Co 
Norman Bac Dners 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (24-26) 
Norton Sis 
Kurt Rollini 
Weat & Lexing 
Ray Kinney Ore 
(21-23) 
4 Franks 
Sener Carlos 
Joe Arena & Pal 
Marevy MeGuire 
Bob Maston Co 
Bob Gentry 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (25-27) 
Joe Arena & Pal 
Pappy Howard Rev 
Byrnes Sis 
Stanley & Marty 


Burns 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Algiers 
Bill Glass Ore 
Claudia Kaye 
Mollie Towne 


Gaye Dixon 
Ted Smith 


Tommy Tucker Oreo 
Jose Morand Ore 
Cocktali Lounge 
Dick Kubn 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Inck Buckley 
| Hioria Vesteff 
| Pat Abbott 
| Marla 
Nino Rhumba Bd 
Hotel Biltmore 
Joan Hytdoft 
Donohue 
Arnold Shoda 
Ruth Sitarr 
De-Icers (4) 
Ann Warren 
Hal Chase 
Ray Hextherton Ore 
fletel Commodore 
(Century Koom) 
Enric Madriguera O 
Fernando Alva 
Nita Rosa 
Reb Lido 
Cachita 
The Graysons 
Dorothy Keller 
tuy Arnett 
Johnny Mack 
Mischel Gomer 3 
Stanley & 
Dorothy Keller 
Mishel Gorner Orch 
Hote! Dixte 
(Plantation Room) 
Al Trace 
Hotel Edison 
Ryan-Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Rose Blane 
Vrankie Connors 
Stanlev Worth 
Ruth Wallis 
Nick D'Amico Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiion Rm) 
I.ani MeIntire Ore 
Leilani 
Mokibana 
Al Mclntire 
Harold Aloma 
Hotel Lincoln 
(Blue Room) 
Count Basie Orc 
Hotel McAltpin 
(Marine Grill) 
Gladys Tell 
Ernest Hamory 
Johnny Messner Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Sonny Dunham Ore 
Dorothy Claire 
Don Darcy 
Mary Jane Yeo 


Roy Rogers 
Gordon Andrews O 


Bob Russell 
Rob Ballard 


NEW YORK 


BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


PARAMOUNT 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


HILLS, CAL. 


ROCHESTER 

Temple (25-8) 
ly Artega Ore 
Minevitch Rascals 
Johnny 


Palace (29-2) Georgie Kaye 
NEW YORK CITY, Hal Le Rey 
Strand (25) Whitsen Bros 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore (18) 
% Stooges Latin Quarter Rev 
Georgia Gibbs “TICA 
Condos Bros Stanley (28-1) 
(18) Shep Fields Ore 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore| Red & Curley 


2 Stooge 
Georgia Gibbs 
Condes Bros 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (25) 
Latin Quarter Rev 
(18) 
Shep Fields Ore 
Lowe, Hite & § 
Mary Heal) 
Yacopi Tr 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (25) 
Johnny Long Ore 


Kkenton & Armfield 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (25) 

toxyettes 
Carlton Kmmy 


The Albins 

Maddie White 

Kileen Ritter 
(1B) 


toxyvettes 
Carlton Emmy 
The Albins 
Wddie White 


Kileen Titter 


Jane Owen 
Roger Bowen 
Arthur Benson 
Aquarium Kest. 
M Pewell Maniacs 
Jerry Montanna Bd 
Angie Bond 3 
Armandgo’s 
Ann Francine 
Bal Tabarin 
Roy Douglas 
S Montmartra Gls 
Acorn & Simmons 
Jack Barrie 


Lou Harold Ore 
Frank Warren Orc 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Norma Raymond 
laura Wilson 
Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 
Move Gifiora 
Loretta Lane 
Victor Dietz 


Judith jaker 
George Morris Ore 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 

Bills Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Joan Reilly 
Charles Rosoff 
Bernie Girauer 
Harold Willard 
Jack Ryan 
Charles Strickland 
Jimmy Burns 


Independent 


NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall (25) 
Paul Winchell 
Robert Merrill 
Mae Blondel) 

Roxy (24) 
R de Vasconcellos 
Bill Ames 
4 Lyttle Sis 
Paul Ash Ore 
Martha Raye 

Academy (721-23) 
Durant 
Boys 
Winik & Mae 
Kemmys 
Dean & Edwards 
Apollo (25) 
Gray Family 
Crotona (22) 
Judy Talbot 
Palmero’s Dogs 
Arthur Boran 
Joe Martini 
Jane Frazer 
Anthony & Rogers 
(Two to fill) 

LONG ISLAND 

GLEN COVE 

Cove 
Smith & 
Ruthie Barnes 
Kdith Valle 
The Jollieteers 
Jvies & Tita 

Jamaica (21-25) 
Gangler's Circus 
Linda Moods 
Norman Bac 
Elaine Boyd 
Freddie Stritt 

(24th ently) 
Helen MeGill 
(Three 

( 


The 


Dners 


Ruthie Barnes 
The Kemmys 
Victory 2 
(Two to fill) 
Lynbroek (26-27) 
Stanley Bovd 
(Four tea fill) 
Sunnyside (26-27) 
Arthur Beran 
(Four to fill) 


ALLENTOWN 
| State (24-26) 
Orantos 
Wally Boag 
Keaton & Armfield 
| Allen & Kent 
(28-1) 

Al & 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (24) 

The Glenns 
Deane Carroll 
Senor Carlas Co 
Jean Carroll 
Burton & Janet 
Mate (24-26) 


J Lane & Lovebirds 
Julia Cummings 
Lander & Lloyd 
Del Rae Bros 
27-1) 

| Primrose & Gold 

Heathen 

| Hermine’s Midgets 


| BOSTON 

Bradford Hotel (24) 

| Collette Lyons 

Artie Dann 

Ker-Mar 

Daro & Corda 
CAMDEN 

Towers (25-27 


Al & Connic Fanton 
Barbara Lamarr 
Kilner Cleve Co 
Morris & Ryan 

| Bento ros & Rita 


ELIZABETH 
Liberty (24-27) 
Gangler’s Circus 
Millard & Marlin 
Lee Bartell 
The Jollieteers 
Clea Florenz 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (22-24) 
Pappy Howard Rev 
Kim Loo Sis 
2 Wells 
3 Samuels 
HARTFORD 
State (25-27) 
Jim Lunceford Ore 
Berry Bres 
Radcliffe & Jenkins 


Connie Fanton | 


Bill Kelsey 
Gay Quartette 
Blue Angel 


Finnell 


Club 5! 
Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 
Joe Frisco 
Diane Fontaine 
Marco 
Peggy O'Neill 
Marie McCall 
Marcia Kent 

Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsiey 

Copacabana 
Jimmy Durante 
Mary Raye & Naldi 
Karen Cooper 
Larry Brooks 
Mildred Law 
Mann & Knott 
los Andrini 
Samba Sirens 
Joel Herron Ore 
rank Marti Ore 

(oa Keuge 
Kathleen Kova 
Oreb 

Kinemble 
Dempsev’> 
Boys 


"ilson 
B Bizon 
Jack 
The Victory 
Lysa Hert 
Baker 
Diamoad 

Bob lHiall 

Vivien Fay 
Victorian Rane 
Ross Sis 

Keith Hall 
Svlvia 3arry 
Harry Meehan 
James B. Allison 
Four Rose Buds 


Bernards 
Evelyn Knight 


Will Quentmeyer 
Rosalie Graut 


Jerry Mapes 

Mary Jane Lawson 

Billy Peterson 

Art Paulson Orch 

Peter Kent Orch 

Hotel Park Centra: 

(Cocoanut Grove) 

Danny Beckner Ore 

G & G Bernard 
(Reyal Palm) 

Ragtime Smitty 

Flo Hart 

I'rank Rosati 

Linda Carroll 


Hotel Pennsylvanian 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie*Spivak Ore 
Hotee Pierre 
(Cotilllon Room) 

Mivrus 
Maye & Harger 


lorrest Goodenough 
Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Ellen Mitchel 


Musicomics 
Horseshoe | 


4 Walter 


| BEN 


EARLE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


2 WEEKS 


(MAR. 3 and 10) 


BERI 


| Met.: EDDIE SMITH 
Ellis Larkins Trio | Bill Banks 
Stuart Ross Bobby Davis 
Bunty Pendleton Frances Henderson 
Cafe 68 Chin Wan 
Vineent Catanese Or| Vin Travers Orch 
Sotero San Miguel Jimmy Dwyer'’s 


Cale Suviety 
(Midtown) 
Jimmy Savo 
Hazel Scott 
Kenneth Spencer 
Eugene Tields 3 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Cafe soviely 
(Village) 
Pearl Primus 
Mary Lou Williams 
Phyllis Stewart 
Josh White 
Eddie tleywood Ore 
Casbah 
Lillian Clark 
Lee Kulin 3 
Danny Yates Ore 
Casino Russe 
Nina ‘Tarasova 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Nicholas Khadarik 
N Veralle Ballet 
Viadimir Lazarev 
Codolban Ore 
Cerutti's 
Morro 
Eddie Steele 
Toni Morrow 
Maxine Johnson 
Club 18 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Joe Frisco 
Hal Hickson 


Tom 


Elaine Vincent 
Marsha Tields 
Hrock & Dean 
Virginia Fait 
Julia Gerity 
Singing Waiters 
El Chico 
Rolando 
borita & Velero 
Sariia Herrera 
Alejandro Vilalta 
duan Jose Saro 
Pilar Gomez 
Cuarteto Linio 
EL Morocco 
Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwald 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 
Jackie Gleason 
Dino & Rossi 
Mildred Ray Gis 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Log Rhumboleros 
favana-Madrid 
Chu-Chu Martinez 
Alberto Torres 
Peeta Smali 
Jose Curbello Orch 
Cajito Ba 
Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 
(Columbian Room) 


Or: 


| Stanley Melba Ore 

| Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 

| Bill & Cora Baird 

I. Gomez & Beatrice 

Mark Monte Orc 

Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 

Gity Lombardo Ore 

Perner Ore 

Hotel Savoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) 

Clemente Ore 

klorinda 

Joseph Marvin Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Satire Room) 

Duncan Sis 

iter-mar 

Tino Valent} 

|; Pat Cameron 

Jerry Vanni 

King Johnson Ore 
Htlotel St. Moritz 

Molores Del Carmen 

Ron Perry 
flotel St. 

| Carol 

Ruey 

Michael 

Margaret Barry 

| Kileen Thompson 

| Sharlee Munster 

|} kdith Kandel 

| Freddy Miller Ore 

| Theodora Brooks 

Lynn Gardner 

| Bob Simone Ore 

Jones Ore 


Hotel Taft 


eleste 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Watdort- 
Astoria 

Gracie. Fields 


wo Reisman Ore 


Mischa Borr Ore 
Hurricane 

Ted Lewis & Ore 

Reed Sisters 

| Geraldine De Bois 

Panl White 

Teddy Hale 


Bebe Fex 
Charles Whittier 
June Edwards 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Glenda Hope 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 
John Rockwoed 
Burke 2 
Terry Spike 
tenee 
Mildred Truce 
Romero & Rosita 
Carter & Ross 
Lorna Rhode 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kelly's Stabile 
Clark Monroe Ore 
Coleman Hawkins 
Clarence Profit 3 
Dink Patterson 
Billy Daniels 
Miss Rhapsody 
La Conga 
Carmen Amaya 
Sabicas 
Antonio & Leonor 
Gloria Belmente 
Paco 
Geronimo Villarino 
Marta Dominguez 
La Martinique 
Zero Mosteil 
Murtah Sis 
Martiniqueens 
Maxi Bergere Oro 
Socasses Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Billy Vine 
Cardini 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Shea & Raymond 
Christiani Mamily 
Henry Therrien 
Charlo & Dupree 
Una Cooper 
Adele Parrish 
Don MeGrane Orch 
Jose Cortez Orch 
ia Vie Parisienne 
Celeste Holm 
Leon & Eiidie's 
Joey Adama 
Tony Canzoneri 
Evelyn Brooks 
Dodson's Monkeys 
Cowan's Madcaps 
Jean Mode 
Lazara & Castellany 
Lou Martin Ore 
Monte Carle Casino 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Marga 
Smolen & Rosati 
Flayne Hume 
Smolen & Rosati 
Ralph Rotgers Ba 
Old Reamantan 
Jack Richards 
Sadie Banks 
Joe taPorte Cre 
Paris qui Chante 
Pierre de Caillaux 
Myrette Ponselle 
Sylvie St. Clair 
Richard Manning 
Jeanne Morain 
Leonard Elliot 
Irma Jurist 
Queen Mary 
Naya Grecia 
Vera Niva 
Castaine & Barry 
Juy Martin Girls 
Pat Clayton 
Irving Conn Ore 
Peter Rotunda Ba 
Rogers Corner 
Korn Kobblers | 
Harry Lefeourt Orc | 
Papaya Hawaiians 
Victor Quartet 
Harold Green 
Ross MacLean 
Phil D'Arcy 
3 Merrymakers 
Sig Schotb Ore 
Ruban Bleu 
Bernie West 
Peters Sis 
Maxine Sullivan 
I!se Bois 
Herman Chittison 
Julius Monk 
Sammy's 
Bowery Gay 90's 


Flo Reed 

Daisy Lewis 

Marty Reide 

Jack Sheehan 
Spivy’s Roof 

Spivy 

Walter Liberace 

Fred Keating 
Stork Club 

Russ Simith Orch 


Tavern-on-Green 
Joe Ricardel Ore 
Tony's Trouville 
Cy Walter 

Rita Molina 
Alex Giraldoe 
Harry Le Roy 
Bus Davis 
Ubangi Club 
Viola Jefferson 
lfot Cha Drew 
Versailles 
Coi 


Remos 


Perry 
Paul 


Sinatra Ore 


Larry 
Ronnie Cunningham 
Jack Blair 
Mata & Ilari 
Village Barn 
Dick Thd@mas 
Red River Dave 
Estelle Loring 
Tiny Clark 
Gerri Gale 
Pop Brownlee’s 
Village Vanguard 
Albinny Tones 
Ginger TDulo 
Gwen Tyne 
Joe Thomas 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Carmen Montoya 
Tommy Hayden 
Mile. Hildeen 
Gertrude Hild 
The Paulens 
Harry Horton 
Zanzibar 
Ethel Waters 
Maurice Rocco 
Son & Sonny 
Peppers 
Harold Nicholas 
Tops & Wilda 
Sabby Lewis Orch 
Dusty Fletcher 
Peewee Marquette 
Hal Thomas Bad 


‘Material Unsuitable, Sues 


Al Nesor, nitery performer, has. 
filed a suit for $200 against Dora 
Maugham, claiming that material 


was unsuitable. 
He asks return 


written for him by Miss Maugham 


of the $200 down 


payment he made. 


Hollywood. 


Phil Harris renewed for an 
definite. period at Slapsie Maxie’s, 


in- 


| allowed them. 


Literati 


Literary Gag 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Editor, “Variety”: 

Collatoral gravy on “Mister Broad- 
way” already pouring in. Depart- 
ment store of same name has just 
booked Frank Scully into its Holly- 
wood, Los Angeles and Pasadena 
outlets. Mugg does a 20-minute rou- 
tine on “Rogues Gallery” plugging 
his latest book. Told story on first 
showing of Rachel Fields moppet 
listening to two girls talk French at 
party of Scully spawn, All Fields 
moppet could understand was “oui 
oui, oui oui.” 

“Don't say that,” admonished mop- 
pet. “Wee wee's a naughty word.” 
Mugg tried to palm it off as a literary 
gag. Got by in Los Angeles but 
Scully was admonished to clean up 
material for Pasadena. And while 
he’s at it make him clean up the 
spelling of my name, It’s 

Lucien A. Sauvage 
(Reuters, Hollywood), 


Further Cuts in Legit Ads 


Additional drastic reductions of 
the amount of advertising space 


available for legit shows was made 
known early this week by the N. Y. 
Mirror, legit shows and theatres be- 
ing principally affected so far. No 
more display copy will be accepted 
for shows and the daily directory or 
alphabetical listings now have a 
maximum of seven lines. 

How managements committed by 
contract to use the names of starred 
a d featured people and authors in 
all billings are to find a solution is 
a problem. Recently the N. Y. Times 
and Herald Tribune cut the daily 
listings to 10 lines maximum but 
when the contractural obligation to 
name people was set forth, a slight 
leeway corceded. Managers 
may be forced to drop some direc- 
tory ads from the Mirror entirely. 

This week, too, the World-Tele- 
gram eliminated display ads for legit 
shows but did not disturb the small 
daily insertions. Hotel Assn. called 
a meeting to protest the cuts in space 
Night clubs and other 
spots are said to have been chopped 
40’, and some dailies have dropped 
display advertising of many commer- 
cial firms. However, legit is figured 
to be affected by the new rules more 
than any other field. 

Chinigo, INS, Hurt Again 

Michael Chinigo, INS war cor- 
| respondent on the Italian front, was 
|} injured last Thursday (17) in a jeep 
collision on the Anzio beachhead. It 
was the fourth time Chinigo has been 
hurt in the performance of duty. He 
|is the holder of the Purple Heart for 
; previous wounds and the Silver Star 
|for gallantry in action in Italy. 

{ 


| 
| 


Kelley Leaves N. ¥. Times 


Robert Fulton Kelley, known as 
“collapsible Bob” to intimates, has 


resigned from the N. Y. Times sports 
|department after having been con- 
inected with the daily for 26 years. 
He’s now in charge of press relations 


for the five New York race track 
}associations. He is organizing a 
bureau for the dissemination of 
| racing news, along the lines of 


|similar departments conducted by 
the National and American baseball 
leagues. 

Times bunch and other newspaper- 
men will toss a dinner for Kelley at 
Toots Shor’s next Monday (28). 

|has a two-year contract for the new 
| job which Lee Olwell had last sea- 


Unusual Fight Story 
| Boxing writer Lester Bromberg, 
| of the New York World-Telegram, 
| last Saturday achieved the unusual 
| in applying almost-exclusive show 
| titles, some paraphrased, in his sum- 
| mary of the Friday night (18) fight 
| at Madison Square Garden in which 
| Al Davis kayoed Bob Montgomery 
| in the first round, 
| Describing Davis as the miracle 
|of Jacobs Beach in his 63-second 
| conquest of the Philadelphia Negro, 
| Bromberg added that Davis now 
| looked forward to hitting the Beau 
Jack-pot in a forthcoming match. 
Bromberg then said. in part: 
“Davis’ winged victory came as the 
result of a thunderstorm of left 
hooks which sent Montgomery early 
to sleep and the customers home 
early to bed. Bomby’s punches, a 
potion of arsenic and old lacing, left 
fhe handlers of his victim as mute as 
the voice of the turtle...Mont- 
gomery’s director predicted that an- 
other one touch of genius on Davis’ 
part would make Beau Jack see 
stars on ice, too...he (Davis) took 


He | 


the betting boys for a Mexican hay- 
ride...a wallflower in the pugilistic 
parlor, Davis now butts in where 
three was a family... 

“With his boarding house reach, 
the still hungry fighter will grab a 
slice of the doughboys’ rich fistic 
loaf...his match with Beau Jack, 
the hottest peep show in town, is... 
Fullam (referee) made the decision 
without a final count...Bob cried 
but his expression indicated that he 
was willing to take it as it comes...” 


Those “Times” Boxes 

The New York newspaper, the 
“Times,” stopped one column boxing 
its “regrets” as to being “unable to 
accommodate all of the advertising 
offered for insertion in today’s is- 
sue,” That happened mid-week. 
Previously the “Times” had quit 
carrying boxscore figures on the 
number of daily holdover columns 
Feb. 14th (Monday ?, or the day after 
a difference of 1,004 columns showed 
up between the weekday and Sun- 
day edition figures. 

Last Sunday (20) the ‘;Times” was 
content to page one its “regrets that 
in the past week it has been unable 
to accommodate 455 columns of dis- 
play advertising.” This signifies that 
the Times Square boys have finally 
gotten together on what constitutes 
display advertising in their paper. 


1944 Parallel? 


Robert Gessner’s new _ novel, 
“Treason,” which Scribner's is bring- 
ing out March 138, is an historical 
novel around the career of Benedict 
Arnold, and the publishers feel that 
it parallels some of the dissension 
and diversity of purpose which may 
be found during the present war. 

Gessner is a vet Hollywood scrip- 
ter, now Prof. of the m.p. course at 
NYU. 


Book Bug Nips Jimmy Starr 

Jimmy Starr follows Louella Par- 
sons’ literary footsteps by writing a 
book about his career as a film his- 
torian and now in New York to 
plug it. Plan is to arouse interest in 
the tome among metropolitan col- 
umnists, with an eye toward selling 
it as material for a motion picture, 
or possibly a stage play. 

Starr is picture editor of Los An- 
geles Herald-Express. 


Is 


Ferris-Hope Flock Merger 
Merging of the Earle Ferris and 


Constance Hope publicity outfits 
handling radio, film and theatrical 
clients as well as industrial and 


commercial accounts is announced. 

Activities of the new organization 
will be handled from offices in New 
York and Hollywood. 


Davenport Exits Life Mag 

Russell W. Davenport is vacating 
his post as editorial writer at Life 
mag. He will be replaced by John K. 
Jessup, formerly on the. staff of 
Fortune in the post-war department, 
for whom a new title, assistant edi- 
tor, being created at the photo 
mag. Jessup also will serve as po- 


1s 


litical adviser to the Luce brain- 
trusters. 
Davenport's leave of absence is 


similarly timed with the one he took 


four years ago to join Wendell 
Willkie’s campaign cabinet and 


comes on the heels of an announce- 
ment by the 1940 GOP nominee that 
he was opening regional headquar- 
ters in New York and key cities in 
his drive for renomination. 

No announcement that Davenport 
again will join Willkie supporters in 
an active role has been made, how- 
ever, with former's health being ad- 
vanced as reason for leaving Life. 


Satevepost Overseas Edition 

Satevepost is latest of the mags to 
Set out an overseas edition fo: 
servicemen, in line with aim of most 
of the leading pubs to prevent being 
forgotten by the millions in the 
armed services at too distant points 
to ordinarily get their favorite mags. 

Like all other overseas editions. 
that of the Satevepost will carry no 
advertising. Hence, they are put out 
at a loss, but promotion value will, 
it’s believed by their sponsors, more 
than compensate for that. Two rea- 
sons for absence of ads; one, for bulk 
reduction, and other, advertised 
products can’t be obtained by boys 
overseas and thus means nothing to 
them. 

Despite reductions from regular 
editions, those for overseas are 
costly affairs. They are possible only 
for the biggest of the mags, like the 
Satevepost, Life, etc. 
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Moss Apologizes to 


N.Y. Brokers 


On New Year's Eve ‘Mistake’ 


Although it was generally known 4 


that the license commissioner erred 
in summoning half a dozen or more 
brokers to his office in the matter of 
New Year’s eve ticket sales, Paul 
Moss quizzed the agency people any- 
how last Thursday (17). He stated 
he was sorry he did not realize that 
the increased agency rates were ac- 
counted for by boxoffice scales being 


Pitt Playhouse Defers 


Prize Play’s Production 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 
Pittsburgh Playhouse won't be 
able, as it had hoped, to preem prize- 
winning play in recent Pittsburgh 
Drama League playwriting contest. 


boosted for the performance before | One of the inducements, in addition 
the holiday, but he checked up the t® the $500 in cash, had been the 


prices charged by the brokers any- 
how. 

Several agenciés whose applica- 
tions for license renewals: were held 
up have received the nod from fhe 
commissioner but some others given 
the pitch are still in the doghouse. 
The Park Avenue agency, which was 
in bad, has been dissolved. Widow 
of Beckhardt, a broker who was well 
known on Broadway, has formed a 
new agency called the Allied, lo- 
cated at Barry Keith’s stand at 50th 
street and Broadway. Keith, who 
also has a license, is in the firm. 
Mrs. Beckhardt was with Park, and 
Arthur Lemmon, also of that outfit, 
is on the Allied staff. Also under- 
stood that the Rialto has secured a 
renewat but Joe Lurie, who was with 
that agency, is now on his own, 


With an idea towards more check- 
ing up more closely on agencies, 
Moss issued an order to box offices 
that he be supplied with data detail- 
ing the number of tickets allotted to 
each broker weekly and their loca- 
tions. Later theatres were notified 
by the League of New York The- 
atres, countermanding the commis- 
sioner’s order. Desired information 
is to be given the League, latter to 
transmit the figures to Moss. League 
is supplied with the data on the 
number of tickets sent each broker, 
under the legit code rules, but not | 
the seat locations, 


Charles Moss (no kin of the com- 
missioner) was sentenced to 30 days 
in the workhouse, but one Special 
Sessions justice dissented and an- 
other voted for a 10 day sentence. 
Ticket man Moss had been picked 
up for gypping and also operating 
while his license was suspended. 


2 Ticket Sets Sold . 
For ‘Victory (22) 


Two sets of tickets were sold for 
Washington's Birthday (22) perform- 
ance of “Winged Victory,” at the 44th 
Street, N. Y., it being the second time 
recently that such an error was made 
where hit shows were concerned, 
First instance was “Carmen Jomes,” 
at the Broadway, a charity organiza- 
tion having taken over the balcony 
while the boxoffice sold the same lo- | 
cations. A panic was averted only | 
after police and fire officials were | 
summoned to the latter. 


No such confusion attended the 
matinze for “Victory.” One set of | 
tickets was distributed through de- | 
partment stores, which gave one | 
ticket to each purchaser of a Fourth 
War Bond. Names and addresses of 
each buyer were on hand and notice 
sent that the tickets would not be | 
good, but would be valid next Tues- 
day (29), when the special war bond 
matinee wil] be held. There had been 
a switch in the date for the bond 
matinee, front-row tickets mostly go- | 
ing to large firms, which were re- | 
quired to buy a $10,000 bond for each 
seat. Evidently the change in dates | 
was not made clear to either the} 
stores or the 44th Street boxoffice. | 
In addition to corrective notices, | 
stores advertised the switch in the | 
dailies on Sunday and Monday (20- 
21), copy reading: “Postponed. War 
Bond matinee for ‘Winged Victory’ | 
originally scheduled for Tuesday, 
Feb. 22 will be held Tuesday, Feb. 29. 
It will not be necessary to exchange 
tickets. Tickets now held will be 
honored next Tuesday (29).” 


L. A. Biltmore Bookings 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Legit bookings at the Biltmore the- 
atre, currently housing “Blossom 
Time” for two weeks, will run well 
into summer. 

New York cast. headed by Clifton 
Webb and Peggy Wood, opens March 
6 in “Blithe Spirit,” followed by 


‘Sons O’ Fun,” March 19 through 
April 1, when “Life With Father” 
moves in for a repeat engagement. 


| show 


promise of a possible production at 
the local community theatre. Winner 
was “Return to Eden,” by Crane 
Haussamen, a copy chief in the OWI 
in Washington. 

In a letter to the heads of the 
Drama League, Robert Gill, director 
of Playhouse, expressed his disap- 
pointment, but pointed out that 
script called for 18 male charac- 
ters, which would make its casting 
practically impossible at this time. 
Gill added that the second objec- 
tion was that “the play contains 
characters who must speak in sev- 
eral different dialects, Russian, Chi- 
nese, German, East Indian, Swedish, 
Arabian and British, and that there 
are several passages which must be 
spoken in some dialect of the Ara- 
bian language. These factors put 
the play far beyond the capacities 
of the Playhouse at present.” 


Equity Blasts 
New Tax Bill 


Regardless of how the new rev- 
enue bill is disposed of in Washing- 
ton, the increase to 20% on tickets of 
admission, and other levies, includ- 
ing boosted cabaret taxes, cannot be- 
come effective until the first of April. 
If the bill had been signed by Satur- 
day (19), the new tax would have 
started next Wednesday, March 1. 

President Roosevelt's veto Tues- 
day (22) of the revenue bill makes 
it questionable whether the doubled 
levy on admissions will become ef- 
fective this season. Unless Congress 
over-rides the veto and unless an 
amended revenue measure is en- 
acted at this session, the present 
10% tax will continue as is. Pos- 
sible that show business will have 
further opportunity to win a con- 
cession on the boosted levy, which 
it so bitterly protested. 

Equity’s Blast 


Equity, in its monthly magazine, 
blasted Washington for its refusal to 
keep the admissions tax at 10%, stat- 
ing: 

“Congress, not individual Repre- 
sentatives or Senators, but Congress 
as a body, doesn’t know anything 
about the theatre and doesn’t care 
anything about it. In spite of all the 
fine and unlelfish things that people 
of the theatre are doing for men in 
the armed forces, and for every kind 
of civilian war work and relief, Con- 


| gress doesn’t believe the theatre is 
'esssential, or that it makes any par- 


ticular difference what happens to 
the theatre, or whether there is a 
theatre or not.” Same charge is made 
against some state legislatures. 
Equity spokesmen said it seemed 
that taxes are based on the business 
done by hit shows, whereas those in 
business know that 


productions in any year, continuing 


with: “Congress could find that out, | 


too. if it wanted to, or if it were in- 


terested in what the theatre said, but | 


it never seemed to care to find out. 
that is probably why Congress 


adopted such a silly and unworkable | 


law regarding the employment of 
children in the District of Columbia. 
...many fine plays in which children 
play an important part simply can- 


|/not go into Washington at all. 


“The outstanding fact of these 
jousts with lawmakers is their re- 
luctance to listen to the theatre’s 
representatives, to concede that the 
theatre may have a case. Yet let a 
catastrophe occur, a flood or fire or 
hurricane, or a national emergency 
such as war, and the theatre is the 
first agency to which appeal is made. 
And never in vain. 

“There is no single group of people 
in this country which is giving so 
much free — not paid, services but 
contributed services—to the war ef- 
fort as the entertainment industry. 
The Treasury Department has ac- 
knowledged more than once that stars 
of the entertainment world mean 
more to any bond rally or relief 
campaign than anyone else. 


successes | 
|constitute but a small percentage of | stitious Larry.” 


KOLLMAR LEAVES ‘BED’ 
TO PREP FOR NEW SHOW 


Richard Kollmar withdrew from 
the lead in “Early To Bed,” at the 
Broadhurst, N. Y., after last night’s 
(22) performance and is being fol- 
lowed tonight (23) by Leonard 
Ceeley. Actor-manager, who pro- 
duced “Bed,” left the cast to devote 
all his time to a new musical, 
“Dream With Music.” 

“Music” is due into rehearsal fn 
about two weeks. 


Maid Folds Up 


Union Reps to Send Strong Group 
_ To Albany in Fight Vs, Agcy. Hikes 


Equity, with the aid of other the- 
atre groups and labor leaders, will 


Equity Picks 3 To be strongly represented in Albany 
next Wednesday (1) to oppose three 


Nominate at Voting jh. Gesignea to change the employ- 


Equity at its council session this ment agency laws, especially the per- 
week named three of that body to | centage of commission regulations. 
the nominating committee for the Identities of those who inspired the 
annual election: Augustus Duncan, | legislation and similar bills intro- 
Calvin Thomas and Ruth Hammond. | duced almost annually have not been 


é 


Alternates are Ethel Wilson, Richard made but Equity suspects it is the 


Tabor and Raymond Massey. casting agents. Union limits the 


casters to 5% for most engagements, 


There are 0 be nine nominators, | 1 : 
the agents seeking to legalize 10% 


as heretofore, six tv be selected from 


After Akron Date 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

“Maid in the Ozarks” closed 
abruptly after playing Akron last 
Thursday. The hillbilly comedy had 
not been acceptable to the United 
Booking Offices and was being set 
independently. It had contracted to 
play Toledo Friday and Saturday 
(18-19) but the local management 
there cancelled the show. Same 
went for a proposed Cleveland date. 

Attempt to play “Maid” in New 
York fizzled but it may reach the 
metropolis in the fall, if not sooner. 
Current week show was to have 
been in Fay’s Philadelphia, but Jules 
Pfeiffer, of the show’s management, 
ducked the date after learning the 
house had been offering colored at- 
tractions for the past two years. He 
figured to lay off without salary 
liability but Equity required the cast 
to be paid, and so closing notice was 
posted. 


Detroit gross for “Maid” was ex- 
aggerated, takings at the Wilson 
there being reported to have come 
mostly from 40c tickets. 


Threaten Suit on Toledo Nix 
Toledo, Feb. 2?. 


Owners of “Maid in the Ozarks” 
have threatened to sue the city for 
breach of contract and for losses al- 
legedly suffered as a result of can- 
cellation of a permit by George N. 
Schoonmaker, city manager, for pre- 
sentation of the show in the Civic 
Auditorium. 


Show was scheduled for Toledo 
last Friday and Saturday, (18-19), 
but on Tuesday (15) Schoonmaker 
called whe show management in 
Youngstown and said that because of 
the nature of the presentation, the 
contract for the auditorium was be- 
ing cancelled and the rental deposit 
of $550.00 refunded. Management 
had previously advertised the show 
widely in Toledo, using radio spot 
announcements, 

Toledo showmen pointed out that 
city officials seemed unaware of the 
play’s reputation, and also did not 
know that practically every local 
theatre had been approached and 
turned down the offering’s manage- 
ment. 


‘SUPERSTITIOUS LARRY’ 


Langner Knocking Wood on Those 
Jake Notices About ‘Jake’ 


In some quarters on Broadway 


the membership at a general meeting | CO™mission. 
dated late in March. Claiming to have worked out a 
“new technique” in fighting the 


agency legislation, Equity states it 
has secured the support of the man- 
agers. Latter will be among the Al- 
bany delegation and are expected to 
declare that 5% is sufficient for legit 
show jobs. Representatives of the 
radio actors union (AFRA), picture 
actors union (SAG) and the vaude- 
villians (AGVA) will be present, 
backing up Equity’s contentions, al- 
, though agents are permitted to col- 
| lect 10% by those other talent organ- 
| izations. Equity group will have the 
support, too, of the Central Trades 
Council and State Federation of La- 
bor, as in the past. The muScians 
union, also that of the stagehands 
and picture operatgrs, are also back- 
Equity. 


Mers., Deckhands 
Snagged on Pact 


Controversy over increased pay 
and changed contract provisions has 
not been cleared up between the 
managers and stagehands union, but 
some progress may be made when 
the two committees get together 
Friday (25). There is some indica- 
tion that the factions will not reach 
agreement and so an = alternative 
would be arbitration, although the 
union has been inclined heretofore 
not to use that procedure as a solu- New legislation objected to are the 
tion. so-called Condon-Ostertag bills, com- 

League of New York Theatres, for: Panion statutes introduced in the 
the managers, has appealed an | N. Y. State Senate and Assembly, 
award of the regional War Labor | identical in wordage. Both would 
Board's grant of 5% increase to mu- | Te™Move theatrical engagements—but 


sicians, retroactive to last Labor Day. |"° other employment — out of the 
Basis for the appeal is that one | S¢%¢ral law and turn it over to the 


member of the beard dissented when | ™#¥Or oF ae of licenses. 
the boost was granted. Another man- is no protection 
in straight legit houses, the men get- r es 
eed of hals-salary when layed |tive 14 days thereafter unless disap- 
. _ | proved, or unless the actor protested 
- | actors and Equity would have to be 
sicians, latter really received more | constantly on guard. Equity could 
than 10% increase which was grant- | not sue in case of a civil suit on be- 
ed last season. Amount paid layoffs half of an actor, bills saying the 
because of that union stipulation | actor must personally do so. 
amounted to $14,600 last year. Third bill was introduced by As- 
Some theatres contract for orches- | semblyman Dwyer of Brooklyn, and 
tras seasonally, others not so doing | while it applies to all employment, it 
being classed as penalty houses. Lat- | is not more acceptable to Equity than 
ter must pay additionally if musi- | the others. 
cians are engaged during the season | Stated, too, that during the last 
necessary wird | calendar year, Equityites have paid 
or by arrangement wi € manage- | agents $125,000 in commissions but 
ments of attractions booked in. it is believed they received more 
from members who evade the as- 
sociation’s rules. Equity contends the 
casters are liberally paid. There are 
many more engagements in other 
Dough Or Lose It theatrical fields, so that any agent 
who is on the job should fare well 
Following are corporate setups of | enough, it’s held. Two years ago a 
shows current or slated fer Broad- | Condon-Ostertag bill was adopted by 
the N. Y. Legislature but was vetoed 


Here’s How to Make 


they have nicknamed the Theatre 
Guild’s Lawrence Langner “super- 
That came about| 
| when he asked several showmen not! 
| to spread the word that the Guild’s| 
new “Jacobowsky and The Colonel” 
looked like a good thing at tryout.| 
| New play, already known as “Jake,” 


| has been seen out of town by alert 
Broadwayites who don't think it can 


miss when it opens at the Beck, | 
| N. Y,. March 14. 

| But Langner and the Guildites | 
| heard that before and were cha-! 
| grined when two of their plays | 


| prospered during tryout dates only | 
to flop on Broadway. Those plays} 
were “Hope For a Harvest” 
“Mr. Sycamore,” both done at the} 
Guild theatre. Guild bunch was dis- | 
turbed; too, when “Candle in The 
Wind” (Helen Hayes), done in asso- 
ciation with the Playwrights, drew 
great grosses in the keys only to be 
greeted lukewarmly at best by the 
reviewers, That play did_ well 
enough, however, at the Shubert and 
again out of town. 

About that time some _ theatre 
commentators hinted that maybe the} 
Guild was washed up—then came 


| 


“Oklahoma” (St. James) and, this | 
season, “Othello” (Shubert). Still, | 
Langner has his fingers crossed | 
about “Jake.” | 


| L. Hochman, Sherman Ewing $2,100 


way: 

“ _|by former Governor Herbert Leh- 
| man. Condon introduced his bill 
ited partners and their contribu- | #84!" last year. 
tions: Ernest Pascal, $13,000; Sam | 
Bronston, $30,000; Lucille Lortel, | 

Ladislas Boros, Mabel Herriman, | GOLDEN’S NEXT T0 RE 
$2,000 each; Ruth Wilk Notkins, | ’ 
$1,000. GEORGE SEATON COMEDY 
'| plays duction, first to be 
Margaret Webster. Limited part- | Prevented of This 
mits ane ele conteotens: Mary World,” to be done in association 
Curtis Zimbalist, $7,000: Margaret with Harry Joe Brown. It is a com- 
Webster, $6,000; Eva LeGallienne, egy py George Seaton, who arrived 


Howard S. Cullman, Adele R. Levy, | from the Coast last week with Rich- 
$5,000 each; Carly Wharton, $3,100; |.;-q Whorf. who is to do the stag- 
Morris Mechanic, Ruth, Field, $2,500 | ing 


each: Mildred Somach, John F.| Under the title of “About Tomor- 
Wharton, $2,000 each; Lucia Chase, row” it was tried out at Santa Bar- 
Forrest C. Haring, Alexander) Seaton work has also been 
Somach, $1,000 each; Meyer Davis,| ;nown as “Sunset Touch.” Frank 


$900; Sherman Ewing, Marjorie H. 
Ewing, $500 each. 


Craven, Sally Eilers and J. M. Ker- 
rigan were in the Coast showing, those 


“Plans for Tomorrow” Co. Gen-| slated for the Golden-Brown pres- 
eral partner: Richard Myers. Lim-j|entation include Harry Carey, 
ited partners and their contribu-| Elizabeth Patterson, Pat O'Malley 


Elliott Nugent, $3,500: Lucia} and Hal K. Dawson. First tryout 
date is at Trenton, March 18. “My 
Déar Bella,” which was scheduled 
to go on first, will probably reach 
production shortly thereafter, 
Arthur Kober still working on the 
script. 

Indications are that “3 Is a Fam- 
ily,” Longacre, N. Y., will better a 
| year’s run mark, it now being in the, 
4lst week. It is planned to send the 
company to the Coast during the 
summer, the picture version being 
due for release next fall. Chicago 
“Family” is winding up in that stand 
this week and tours. When the 
show was produced Golden declared 

John Pollock and Max Seigel of his 
ence, $2,400 each; Alex Gottlieb,| staff in on the show, the former 
$960. { being his general manager. 


tions: 
Chase, Hilda D. Lee, $1,050; Joseph 


each; Lester Meyer, $15,400; Natalie 
Clews Spencer, Flora Miller, $4,900 
each. 

Edward Gross and “Chicken Ev- 
ery Sunday” Co. General partner: 
Edward Gross. Limited partners 
and their contributions: Sidney 
Caine, Walter Colmes, Charles Rap- 
port, $4,800 each; Julius J. Epstein, 
Philip G. Epstein, $3,840 each; Wil- 
liam H. Pine, William C. Thomas, 
$3,200 each; David Hersh, $2,760; 
A. W. Hackel, Ruth Abramson, 
Freda Silverberg, Joseph L. Lawr- 


; 
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| | | 
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Plays Out 


Thank You. Sveboda | 


Adrienne Gessner in the principal 


of Town 


pseudo butler’s ducking a gu) 
a bad-check warrant who really a 


with 


stanza, it Is 


argued laughably. In the latest ar- 
riva® there is almost continuous bick- 
ering for two acts, and although 
there are some laughs in the finale 
teo Previously the 
performance becomes tiresome. 
Locale is the office of a dress plant 


late 


; i i t Paul K. Paley production of three-act | guy, enemy of all bosses. He fixes 
rol The play is com dy ane ne) y Paley, bs the scale so high that the frock can- 
ot C echoslovakian Moon Is Down’ | William i n ¥ not be made at a profit and a strike 
without sustained dramatic tijou, N. Y., 


but 


tensity, focus or clear definition of | < 


Rubin Goldberg |man, who had been irked by Miss 

Draw 2 the play tells! .. Reger Sullivan cile and solves most of the 
of a simple-minded Slovakian town) Weinstein. Schachter |air, comes back, and so does the 
bumble-wit to whom the Charlie Vos “eommittce.” now willing to listen to 
C2 chosloy by Ni James Russo | reason, A dilletante connected 
is only another of the Daly Goveinment price and materia 
changes of government he has lived | Irwin Cole... ...ccesscosssess John Barageey | bureau proves to be somewhat help- 
through—until they grab his savings BML Maytiell | ful but impression is that the char- | 
accumulated through 18 vears Of | | acter was written in to help fill out 
working as a porter, junk collector | Charles Bradford Raney at. .dack Bostick | @ thin play, 
and town slavey. This act enrages | yioskin...... ares nie Jonathan Harvis Stager paces the performance so 
him. and he becomes, overnight. an | Roskin.... Charles Coban | that everyone talks swiftly, but that 


alert. clever and deadly saboteur | 
dedicated to blovting up troop trains. | 

The story gets under way when | 
Svoboda decides to marry Mary. a | 
junk collector (and hitherto his mis- 
tress), when she presents him with a 
watch salvaged from the junk heap. 
The watch, his most prized posses- 
sion, is smashed by a brutal Nazi. 
Going to the corporal in charge of 
the town to make a legal complaint, 
Svoboda is seized as a scapegoat to 
cover the corporal’s plundering of 
the town. Through an error, which 
saves him from being shot in the 


| first called “Special Model,” 


Niniend: 
“a4 


A comedy not for the carriage 
trade. New author-manager may be 
hopetul that nearby garment center 
denizens will go for the new play, 
but it 
would be too much like every day 
tor them. Chances of getting across 
are quite doubtful. 

The “Potash and Perlmutter” series 
of cloak and suit comedies have 
never been successfully duplicated, 
and this one can hardly qualify also. 
In those plays two likeable charac- 
ters were evolved, partners who 


is the result. Carlo, the shop fore- 


does not hide the fact that it’s an ex- 
tremely talkyv play. Few of the char- 
acters are familiar on Broadway. 
Jeannette C. Chinley and Tom Daly, 
as Lee and Ben, are the leads, doing 
fairly weli. Somewhat amusing are 
the union delegates, Jonathan Harris 
and Charles Cohan, latter coming 
from the Yiddish stage, Cleo May- 
field is diverting in a small part. 
Frances Tannehill is the shop’s prin- 
cipal mannequin. Other fast talkers 
include Gloria Mann, Dorothy Eaton, 
James Russo and Jack Bostick. 


Ibee. 


back, Svoboda is sent to a concentra- 
tion camp. There he acquires fine 


clothes by doing odd jobs for the un- ° bo 

fortunate prisoners, and when he is | nsi tu egit 

sent home (to make room for more | 

important guests), he discovers his 

bank account has been confiscated. Cost of moving “One Touch of Venus” from the Imperial, N. Y.. to the 
The sudden change in character | 46th Street last month was not entirely paid by the Shuberts. Understood 

which then takes place destroys the | that the contract between the latter office and “Winged Victory,” at the 

unity of the play. Until then, Svo- | g4:n st. theatre. stipulated that the Army Air Force drama share that 


boda is a clown, and remains onej : a A 
even while relating the horror of the |®*Pense. As the show is said to receive 72% of the gross, it was indi- 
Engage- 


was a joyous holiday. While what | ment of the AAF attraction was extended, but had not the original book- 
he says about the place is amusing, " 
the subject is not, and when the 
truth sinks into the audience that 
Svoboda is untouched by everything 


ing of “Venus,” calling for the 44th Street 
would have paid the moving bill. 

Revealed that before “Venus” 
assistants demanded 


been 


| 
concentration camp which. for him.,| cated that “Victory” defrayed that much of the moving costs. 
| 
| changed, the musical 


switched houses, the electrician and two 


until his own pocket is picked, the | r extra compensation, which was refused by Nick 
ideology is hard to accept. Holde, company manager. The trio thereunon handed in twe weeks’ 
The other characters, convention- | notice, Holde protesting by letter to the various stage unions. This al- | 


ally representing such social levels | legedly brought a threat of a damage suit by the electrician, who claimed | 
as doctors, priests, lawyers, bankers, | defamation of character. “Venus” has some 276 light units and half a 
evidently for the | no interference with the performance. 
purpose of proving that it is the Svo- | 

Codie of the world who will rise up 
and smash tyranny and oppression. 


Although Michael Todd's “Mexican Hayride” has been playing at the 

! ; Winter Garden, N. Y., for more than three weeks, the large house board 

Actually, all it proves is that even bove the c: 5! 

brutes will turn on their tormentors | above the canopy is still empty, but drawing of a Varga girl is expected 

given sufficient provocation. Thus | '° sta + hae week, however, Delay wa: partly occasioned by the man- 
agers absence in Hollywood. Varga sent him bulky sketches, but 


Svoboda is no more heroic than any- | al- 


| Williamson & 


OBITUARIES 


fraternity and those of show busi- 
ness. Prior to his present site he 
had operated in Riverdale, N. Y., and 
before that at Fort Washington ave- 
nue and 177th street. Both of these 
rendezvous were popular with top- 
pers of show biz. 

Survived by wife, 
and niece. 


brother-in-law 


SID JEROME 
Sid Jerome, 67, former magician, 


acior and manager, died in Indian- | 
Will | 


apolis, Feb. 17, Jerome, born 
H. Shewmaker at Terre Haute, Ind., 
wrote a vaudeville dramatic sketch 
with Frances Meredith, “Just Plain 
Folks.” and toured the 
it for several years. Two 
the sketch was featured in the Great 
Lafayette’s show. 

Jerome later was a booker in Chi- 
cago and manager of Lyric, Rialto 
and Gayety theatres in Indianapolis. 


Formerly a national officer of the 
Moose lodge, he was local rep- of 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
for the past year. Widow and 
daughter survive. 
MAX SCHWARTZ 
Max Schwartz, 60, veteran sales- 


man tor the Metro exchange and 
pioneer theatre operator in Chicago, 
died Feb. 14 in that city. He had 
been city and country salesman for 
20 years with Metro. Years ago he 
operated the Colleen theatre and 
was an executive of old Chicago 
Cinema Corporation, which ran the 
Halfield. Beach and Harper the- 
atres, Chicago, and Hoyburn theatre, 
Evanston, Ill. 

Widow and three children survive. 

JOHN J. O'CONNOR 

John J. O'Connor, 54, manager for 
years of Rockhill theatre in Kansas 
City, Mo., died Feb. 18 in that city. 
He toured the Orpheum and other 
circuits as a member of teams of 
O'Connor and Dixon 
& O'Connor during peak vaudeville 
days. Later he was featured as m.c. 
with revues at the old Baltimore 
hotel and night clubs. 


one else: he’s fighting his own battle, | though Todd okayed the outlines, they were held up in air-mail transit. Survived by widow, six sisters 
just as the other characters are, and | Artist, whose sketches of undraped femmes, has attracted much attention | and a brother 
his sacrifice is no greater or more | in Esquire, is said to be getting $5,000 for the house board decoration. iors 
important than theirs. | Bes eke strate 
The entertainment quality of the | sast week sketches of the critics were added to the decorations in front FRED C. JENKS 
play springs always from the scenes | of the house under the canopy. Reviewers are identified, accompanied Fred C. Jenks, 73, vaudeville come- 


involving Sam Jaffe and Adrienne | by a quote from each one’s notice on 
Gessner. In them there is a quaint 

folk quality often amusing and occa- 

sionally touching, and this quality is | 
enhanced by their fine, sensitive act- | 
ing. That there might be a comedy | In defense of Broadway boxoffice staffs. in contrast to complaints from | 
woven around them is” obvious patrons unable to buy tickets for hits. tay Barrett gave the ticketsellers’ 
enough; that it should be a serious | side of the “situation’*in Sunday's (20) N. Y. Daily News. He sat in 
war play of topical significance | several boxoffices during an afternoon and said he was able to report on | 
(which this is supposed to be), how- | what he saw and heard after “a week in a padded cell.” , | 
ever. is incongruous. | A | 
Milton Baron's production. involv- | Most of the complaints came from people who stood in line and grew | 
ing three fine Samuel Leve sets, is | furious when unable to purchase tickets in the near future or those who 
excellent, and the direction of the | wished to attend performances weeks later. only to find that those tickets 
dramatist, H. S. Kraft. iS adequate to had not been received from the printer. Reporter's opinion is that box- 

ae aaa ee riche aah with office people in hit houses work under a terrific strain and, between an- | 


“Hayride.” Todd is due back from | 
the Coast late this week, after completinge arrangements for two shows 
which are expected to reach production during the spring. 


especially good bits by Arnold Korff, swering the telephone and handling the line, it is “mentally grueling {from pneumonia He had been a 
Whitford Kane and John McGovern | ¥°™*- Yarn also explains why it is that ticketsellers are delayed in| featured pianist with several name 
A certain tightening and polishing of | taking care of the masses of mail orders. | bands, including Bob Crosby's. In| 
the script here is inevitable, of recent months he played at a Holly- 
rere jafle te pie pa ye Cyril H. Grody is the latest native of Syracuse to enter the Broadway | wood nitery. Bural will be in Chi- 
being appointed to a post in the United Booking Office, | cago. He leaves a widow, son and 
| which is headed by his uncle, Marcus Heiman, who also hails from the | daughter. 
Mrs. Kimball Presents upstate city. Grody was formerly with the Nixon, Pittsburgh legiter, | —_——— 


Baltimore, Feb. 21. 


Gerken-Chanadl 


on of in 
ond staged bb Alomae 


ind painted bh Grody was in the Army but was discharged for physical disability. an | show business died Thursday (17) 

shattering an elbow, the arm becoming permanently stiff as a] jn Dallas. Texas. He in| 

Haral result, show business at 16 as an advance 
Hall Shelton | man for Buffalo Bill's’ Wild West 
G. McG _ Body of Edgar Selwyn, who died in Hollywood Feb. 13. arrived in New! Show. Later he worked for Sells- 
Conthin Lane. cee Wiigateth Inelice | YOrk last Friday (18), and was quietly interred in the family vault, Salem ; Floto and Ringling Brothers. 
Rubs Sloan... ....c0eseesss- cogent loan Cory | Fields, Jamaica, L. I. It was the wish of the family that no funeral| For the last year he had been 
Connie iim MERA vende .Vieki Cummings | services be held in the east. and only the closest kin were at the cemetery. | with the Majestic theatre in Dallas. 


where a simple prayer was given. -Funeral services, which were largely 
written around a rich dame with a. attended, had been conducted on the Coast. , , , i 
yen to produce plays and romance Arch Selwyn was to have returned with his brother’s remains, but his 
the actors involved. It hasn't much Goctor advised against the trip, he having been ill for some time. 

of a chance. —_— 

Two of the actors are putting ona 
front in a penthouse apartment. with 
one acting as butler to the other. 
Both get paris in Mrs. Kimball's 
opus, which is an. instantaneous hit, | 
and rest of three acts consists of the 


Here is a muddled attempt at farce 


According to Billy Rose gross of “Caimen Jones” in 1112 weeks at the 
Broadway, N. Y.. totaled $508,270.35, the quoted average weekly being | 
$44,197.34. Pace has been slightly under that mark in the past two weeks 
or so. Showman opines that if the show's biz keeps up ds heretofore “I 


ought to get my original investment back in a few more months.” 


‘later being on Loew’s staff in Toledo and then manager of the Davidson, 
Milwaukee. | 


Feb. 15 
In 1910 


dian and circus clown, died 
at home in Saginaw, Mich. 
he and his wife, the former Grace 
Burke, joined Ringling Brothers 
circus, he as a clown and she as a 
rider. 

Later they were featured by Bar- 
num & Bailey and the Hagenbeck & 
Wallace circuses: He retired 


active show business 20 years ago. 


BOB ZURKE 


Bob Zurke, 42, 


NATHAN J. KELLUM 
Natham J. 


HARRISON CHAPMAN 
Harrison Chapman, 65, stage sect 
designer in New York and London. 
died Feb. 19 in Louisville. Services 
cremation in that city 
ashes to be forwarded to London for 
entombment in family vault. 
Survived by son, Terwell, screen- 
writer, 


country in! 
seasons | 


from | 


boogie-woogie | 
| pianist, died Feb. 16 in Los Angeles, 


Kellum, 73, veteran of, 


with | 


Boston, Feb. 17. : 
: | film scout. He not only gets a Holly- | Seventh ave » N. Y¥... in the] 

‘ Hos, | Wood contract but the producing /upper 30's. Young Lee Winston, the | BEN RILEY RHODY HATHAWAY 
Ys ‘ came herself, but not before nis | virl owner. is touchy and too in- | Ben Riley, 73, who in the past half R Hathaway, 75, pioneer film 
lohn wed friend's is smashed | Clined to fly off the handle. Ben, the | century owned and operated fash-| actor and father of Henry Hath. 
Basten, Bel. 17, 9270 tom all shop's crack sale sman, fiancee | jonable restaurants in Saratoga | away, director, died Feb. 18 in 
Clone! Kinky... | she, being lows W ied Fe Hollywood. He move ‘alif 
Ai. Vesle Francis Cowpion | the old tricks but no real pace, | ven for a gigolo. It doesn’t take long Springs and New York, died Feb. 18 | to California 
Ju ; eviesneee Prank Conlin | laughs or situations. for that worthy to walk out when he | in a fire that caused considerable r e American Film Co. in 1908 
The ¢ierman Matten Vicki Cummings and Arthut | finds the shop in financial trouble, damage to his Arrowhead Inn, an Sppeared in silent shorts for 
By Sum Jaffe | Belson strugsic ith material Ben has made big sales for model | tween Yonkers and Bronxville, N. Y many years. 
and rest of cast is adequate, 1513 dress and it looks like the Win- | Riley’s body was found near a 
Eli IS} ston shop is in for a cleanup. Sud- | gairway a few feet from his,room. | Estaban Martinez, 79, retired 

Ravel idenly troubles start to plague Lee. ‘ace on his| sician, died: Feb. 15 ; 

wa ee \\ es a Kar beth Inglise are photogenic possibil- | Bills are due but the bank balance He had worn a metal brace ¢ s at his home in 
Te ities Burm. | the garment can- | leg since an accident and con-|Los Angeles. Martinez is credited 
Private Recht... obtained because the cloth | jecture is that he had been unable} with playing the first saxophone in 
Langheld Ebert ‘house demands cash. Then labor | to adjust it before being suffocated U. S. while with a band in San 

P| B d | troubles crop up. Workers demand aj by smoke. Jack Wallace, his! Francisco in 1883. 

. . KY Svoboda” i ired ay on roa way certain price for piece work on the | prother-in-law, had taken Mrs. 

which | popular dress and, when refused, Riley to safety. Walter R. Price, 32, Akron, Ohio 

¢ committee of two from the union is ns | 
be possible—it is chiefly through the Both of Riley's died Feb. 11 in New York 
characterizations of Sam Jaffe and | Right Next to Broadway One ia & “cathes the tevolution” | Were well kne { J e was with Glenn Miller's 


band and until recently with Tommy 
Dorsey's. His widow and a son sur- 
vive. Burial was in Akron. 

Mother of Sylvia Hahlo. 
agent, died in New York 
Another daughter, Jeit 
survives. 


casting 
Feb. 17, 
Hahlo, also 


Brother of Karl Hoblitzelle, presi- 
dent of Interstate Theatres, in Texas, 
died Feb. 16 in St. Louis. 


| John Hucknall, veteran West Coast 
| theatre manager, Feb. 10 in Alameda, 
Calif, 


| 
{ 


MARRIAGES 


Virginia Rooks to Capt. Joseph 
| Turner of U. S. Merchant Marine 
| Feb. 19, New York. Bride is CBS 


staff writer. 
Teresa Reynolds to Phil Maurice, 
Montreal, Feb. 27. Groom is man- 
ager of Loew's, Montreal. 
Alice Hammerstein to 
USN. New 


Michael J, 
York, Feb. 21. 
Bride is daughter of Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d. 

Virginia Jeffries to 
{New York, Feb, 22. 
Louis Prima’s band, 


Mike Dokla, 


Groom is with 


| 
| 
| 
Byrne, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs, Jack Steisel, son, New 


York, Feb. 15. Father is theatrical 
attorney. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Griefer. son. 


N. Y., Feb. 18. Father is in charge of 
operation of the Paramount and 
Adams theatres, Newark, N. J. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam White, daughter, 
Hollywood, Feb. 14. Father is pro- 
ducer at Columbia. 

Lt. and Mrs. Owen J. 
Feb. 18, Gainesville, Fla. 
the screen actress. 


Ward, son, 
Mother is 


Sst. and Mrs. Ben Schneider, 
daughter, Feb. 14, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Father formerly on city desk of 
N. Y. World-Telegram; mother is 


the former Evelyn Gilbert, model. 


Legit Followup 


“PORGY AND BESS” 

(City Center, N. Y.) 
Touring since last fail, the Chers! 
Crawford-John Wildberg production 
of “Porgy and Bess” came into 
the City Center, N. Y., recently 
for a two-weck stand, presenting 
with one major exception the same 
| Cast seen during the Gershwin- 
| Heyward folk opera’s last New York 
; appearance. Replacing Todd Dun- 
| can in the difficult co-title role of the 
| 


Catfish Row cripple ts William 
Franklin, formerly of the Chicago 
Opera Co., “Swing Mikado” and 
dio. Although lacking something of 
Duncan's vitality and volume, Frank- 
lin’s performance stands up well and 


ra- 


improves as the opera progressed. 
His duets with Eita Moten, back 
| again as Bess. sulfer little in com- 


parison with those in which Duncan 
was heard in earlier runs. Avon 
| Long, Harriett Jackson, Georgette 
Harvey and Edward Matthews are 
| Other welcome holdovers Donn. 


“SOMETHING FOR THE BOYS” 
(Ford’s, Baltimore) 
Baltimore, Feb. 15. 
Joan Blondel! is a happy replace- 
ment for Ethel Merman in the star- 
ring role. In addition to her name 
} value, which should prove potent 1m 


the provinces (house was sold out 
here before opening night), Miss 
Blondell lends considerable strengt! 


to romance and glamor of the fast- 
moving book, 

|} In a remarkably smooth openings- 
|night performance, star drew many 
laughs. held a_ strong are 
| earned a long series of enthusiastic 
;curtains. Bulk of the tricky voeni 
| backgrounds typical of the Merm«' 
groove has been switched to Mar- 
| Jorie Knapp. who comes throug” 
nicely with well-rounded music: 
good song-selling 


equipment and a 
style. 

Betty Bruce and Bill Johnson trop 
Broadway cast are fine standbys, at 
| some other cast switches 

well, 


manag 


Burin. 


Wig 
| 
| | 

| 
| 
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‘Sons Down 96 to 


Chi Wk., ‘Family’ $9,800, 306 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 


All houses in town held pretty 
steady with exception of “Sons O’ 
Fun.” at the Civic Opera House, 
which dropped from $39,000 to $30,- 
000 in its closing week. “3 Is a 
Family” is entering its closing week, 
with a good $9,800 last week at the 
little Civic theatre. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Good Night Ladies,” Blackstone 
(97th week) (1,200; $2.75). Up to 
good $14,500. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (41st week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Heid steady to good 
$16,000. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (14th week) 
(1.400; $3.85). Sellout, $30.000. 

“3 Is a Family,” Civic (14th week) 
(900; $2.75). Good $9,800. 

“Sons O’ Fun,” Civic Opera House 
(7th and final week) (3,600; $3.30). 
Drop of $9,000 from previous week 
to fair $30,000. 

“Tomorrow the World,” Selwyn 
(15th week) (1,000; $2.75). Dropped 
to still good $12,500. 

“Unexpected Honeymoon,” Great 
Northern (13th week) (1,400; $275). 
Holding at good $8,000; plenty of 
two-for-ones in circulation, 


Dunham Dance Revue 
Fine 196, Pittsburgh; 
Blondell-Boys’ Sale Big 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 


Katherine Dunham’s “Tropical Re- 
vue” came through with fine $19,000 
at Nixon last week, playing at $2.75 
top, to become one of season's best 
grossers here. No other similar at- 
traction has ever done so well local- 
ly. and only other comparable enter- 
tainment to play town’s legit house 
was Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
which in eight performances last 
season did less than half of Miss 
Dunham’s business. 

Advance sale was just pretty good, 
but window sale was terrific, and at 
practically every show, too. Regu- 
lar drama critics turned the assign- 
ment over to their musical colleagues 
and the longhair reviewers all gave 
it sock notices. Result was a stead- 
ily building take right down to the 
home stretch. 

Nixon currently has Joan Blondell 
in “Something for the Boys,’ which 
should hit a new high for the year 
on basis of the advance, then gets 
“Tobacco Road” again, “3 Is a Fam- 
ilv’ and return engagement. of 
“Doughgirls.” 


‘Corn’ Ripe 246 L. A., 
‘Abie’ $10,700; Vaude 156 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 
Legit continues steady in local 
houses. “Corn Is Green” boomed the 
Biltmore to its biggest take in years 
on a one-week stand with $24,000. 


House opened “Blossom Time” Sun- } 
day (20) for two weeks with good | 


prospects. “Abie’s Irish Rose,’ in 
third week at the Belasco, has esti- 
mated $10,700 coming up after hit- 
ting $11,300 second week. 

Mayan’s all-colored show, “Sweet 
*n’ Hot.” is on the credit side with 
$9,400 for the third stanza and looks 
good for same this week. “Black- 
outs of 1944” continues big at the El 
Capitan with $15,000 estimate this 
week after $14,700 on the 86th. 
“Yours for Fun” at the Music Box 
clocked neat $10,100 on the 16th 
week, “New Meet the People” 
leaves the Assistance League Play- 
house March 5 after taking another 
$3,000 on the 30th week. Playtime’s 
“Insults of °44” is holding batting 
average with $3,800 on fourth and 
better prospects for the fifth week. 


Extra Matinee Ups 
‘Father’ to 616, D. C. 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

An extra matinee on Wednesday 
(23) should bring the gross for the 
“Life With Father’ two-week en- 
gagement to estimated $61,000. All 
performances were sellouts. Nydia 
Westman replaced June Walker in 
the cast on Monday night (21). By 
a peculiarity of the District child 
labor law, juveniles can only work 
six days. Replacements were rushed 
here from New York for the seventh 
day. Quoted gross for “Father” last 
week was $27,800. 


“Jacobowsky and the Colonel” seat | 


sale opened Monday, with prospects 
of a $20,000 advance before the show 
arrives at the National, Feb. 28. 

“3 Is a Family,” which played 
here a year ago under the title “The 
Home Front,” comes in March 13. It 
will be followed March 20 by Brock 
Pemberton’s production of “Janie,” 
with a midget playing the juvenile 
role to conform to the D. C. child 
labor law. 


$30,000 in Final 


2 


‘Blossom Time’ Wow 


28% in Split Week 


Number two “Blossom Time” con- 
tinues to clean up in stands, mostly 
situations in the Mississippi valley, 
|takings last week being quoted at 
about $28,500. 


Dates played were Montgomery, 
Ala.: Baton Rouge, New Orleans; 
Shreveport, Jackson, Miss., and 
Memphis. 


Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 23-March 3) 


“Abie’s Irish Rose” (1st Co.).—Lo- 
cust Street, Philadelphia (23-3). 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” 
Belasco, Los Angeles (23-3). 

“Allah Be Praised”—Forrest, Phila- 
delphia (2-3). 

“Arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co.).— 
State, Raleigh (23); Carolina, Dur- 
ham (24); State, Winston-Salem (25); 
Academy of Music, Roanoke (26); 
Ford's, Baltimore (27-3). 

“Ballet Russe’—Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto (23-3). 

“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (23-3). 

“Blithe Spirit’—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco (23-26): Civic Auditorium, San 
Jose (27); Senior High School Audi., 
Sacramento (29); Memorial Audi., 
Fresno (1); Russ Auditorium, San 
Diego (2-3). 

“Blossom Time” (lst Co.)—Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles (23-3). 

“Blossom Time” (2d Co.).—Con- 
vention Hall, Enid, Okla. (23); City 
Auditorium, Ponea City, Okla. (24); 
Convention Hall, Tulsa (25-26); Me- 
morial Hall, Joplin, Mo. (27); Arca- 
dia, Wichita (28-29); Emporia State 
Audi., Emporia, Kans. (1); Audito- 
rium, Manhattan, Kans. (2); Music 
Hall, Kansas @ty, Mo. (3). 

“Doughgirls” (24 Co.)—Cass, De- 
troit (23-26): Paramount, Toledo 
(28); Palace. Flint (29); Temple, Sa- 
ginaw (1); Bijou, Battle Creek (2); 
| Keith’s, Grand Rapids (3). 

“Follow the Girls’—Shubert, New 
Haven (2-3). 

“Gay Nineties Revue”’—Audito- 
rium,*® Danville. Va. (23); Armory 
Audi., Charlotte (24): Armory Audi., 
Asheville. N. C. (25); National, 
Greensboro (26). 

“Good Night, Ladies”—Blackstone, 
Chicago (23-3). 

“Highland Fling’’—Wilbur, Boston 
(27-3). 

“Ice Follies of 1944"°—Boston Gar- 
| den, Boston (26-28); Arena, Cleve- 
| land (2-3). 

“Jacobowsky and 
; Walnut, Philadelphia (23-26); Na- 
| tional, Washington (27-3). 
| “Janie” (lst Co.)—Colonial, Bos- 
iton (27-3). 

“Sania” (26 
ette, Detroit (23-3). 


-Shubert Lafay- 


| “Junior Miss’—Robinson Memorial ' 


Auditorium, Little Rock (24); Audi- 
torium, Memphis, Tenn. (25-26); Ry- 
man Audi., Nashville (29): Temple, 
Birmingham (29): Lanier Audi., 
|'Montgomery (1); Erlanger, Atlanta 
(2-3). 

“Kiss and Tell’ (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chicago (23-3). 

“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—~Metro- 
politan, Seattle (23-3). 

‘Kiss and Tell (4th Co.)—Hanna, 
Cleveland (23-3). 
| “Life With Father” (2d Co.)—Na- 
|tional, Washington (23-26); Lyric, 
| Allentown (28); Karlton, Williams- 
port (29); State, Harrisburg (1-2); 
| Playhouse, Wilmington (3). 

“Oklahoma” (2d Co.)—Erlanger, 
| Chicago (23-3), 
| “Patriots” — Studebaker, 
(23-3). 

“Plans for Tomorrow”—Plavhouse, 
Wilmington, Del. (23-26); Walnut, 
Philadelphia (27-3). 

“Rosalinda” Shubert, 
(23-3). 


| “Something for the Boys’’—Nixon, 


Chicago 


Boston 


| Pittsburgh (23-26): Civic Opera 
| House, Chicago (29-3). 
| “Sons O’ Fun” — Civic Opera 


| House, Chicago 
i Milwaukee (27-3). 

“Student Print®te’—Forrest, Phila- 
| delphia (23-26); Playhouse, Wilming- 
‘ton (28); Rajah, Reading (29); War 
Memorial Audi., Trenton (1); Bush- 
nell Audi., Hartford ‘2-3). 

“Thank You, Svoboda”—Ply mouth, 
Boston (23-26). 

“Three's a Family’—American, St. 
Louis (27-3). 

“Tobacco Road”—English, Indian- 
-rapolis (23-26): Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(27-3). 

“Tomorrow the World” (2d Co.)— 
Selwyn, Chicago (23-76). 


(23-26); Davidson, 


(2a Co.).— } 


the Colonel’— | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Chicken Every Sunday”—Edward 
Gross. 
“Follew the 


Wolper. 

“Allah Be Praised” — Alfred 
Bloomingdale. 

“A Highland Fling’—George Ab- 
bott. 

“Bright Boy’ — Arthur J.’ Beck- 
hard. 


Jake’ $18,500 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 

Last week's legit biz in Philly was 
terrific. After the first half of the 
week, all three regular legit houses 
were sellouts and it’s been a long 
time since that’s existed here. 

Although not tops in absolute 
; gross, the week’s real outstander was 
| “Jacobuwsky and the Colonel,” new 
| Theatre Guild show which whammed 
through to a sensational $18,500 in 
| first of two stanzas at the Walnut. 
i Fact show was on ATS subscription 
| series undoubtedly held gross figure 
down but fact remains that after 
Tuesday night Franz Werfel play 
cleaned all the ticket racks. Notices 
with one exception were raves but 
it’s still a mystery how. show clicked 
so quickly here without outstanding 
names. Doubtful if news of Bosion 
smash got around among regular 
playgoers here. Show will hit solid 
capacity this week, emulating “Voice 
of the Turtle” at the same house last 
fall. Guild’s cast and productions are 
winning plenty of kudoes from 
patrons and press here. 

Actual leader in dollars last week 
was “The Student Prince” with rous- 
ing $24.000 in first of two sessions at 
Forrest. Operetta, playing its steenth 
engagement here, has $2.85 top and 
crix generally commented on cast 
and production being of superlative 
quality. 

A sellout after Tuesday also was 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” enjoying sensa- 
tional return engagement at Locust. 
Oldie crammed $19.200 in till for 
second of what is figured to be six- 
week stay at Locust. 


‘Doughgirls’ 206, ‘Janie’ 
$8,100, Neat, in Detroit 


Detroit, Feb. 22. 


second week at the Cass over its 
potent first week to tuck in $20.000. 
It brought total gleanings for the 
two weeks to $41.000 with the farce 
continuing for another 
winding up with a double-header on 


Girls’ — David J. 


the early 


In Ist, Philly 


to town. 


|}owsky the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


week and | 


| Feb. 27 with an added Sunday mati- } 


by “Kiss and Tell.” 

“Janie” also took a lift last week 
at the Lafayette. where in its third 
week at the $1.65 top it moved up 
to $8,100 as compared to second 
week's $7,900. It is set for at least 
| two more weeks. 


Current Londen Shows 
London, Feb. 22. 

“Acacia Avenue,” vaudeville. 
“Are De Triomphe,” Phoenix. 
“Arsenic and Old Lace,” 

Strand. 
All Star Variety, Palladium. 
“Alice in Wonderland,” Scala. 
“Blithe Spirit.” Duchess. 
“Cinderella,” His Majesty's. 
“Cradle Seng.” Apollo. 
“Druid’s Rest.” St. Martin's. 
“Dancing Years,” Adelphi. 


“Gay Follies,” Cambridge. 
“Goodnight Ladies,” White- 
hall. 


“Halfway To Heaven,” Princes. 
“Hi-De-Hi,” Stoll. 
“Humpty Dumpty,” Coliseum. 
“Ideal Husband,” Westminster. 
“It's Time to Dance,” Lyric. 
“Junior Miss,” Saville. 
“Lisben Stery,” Hippodrome. 
“Love For Love,” Haymarket. 
“Love Racket.” Vic Palace. 
“Mr. Bolfry.” Playhouse. 
“My Sister Eileen,” Savoy. 
“Old Chelsea,” Winter Garden. 
“Panama Hattie,” Piccadilly. 
“Pink String,” Duke of York’s. 
“Soldier for Xmas,” Wynd- 
ham’s. 
“She Follows Me About,” Gar- 
rick. 
“Something in Air,’ Palace. 
“Strike a New Note,” Wales. 
“Sweeter and Lower,” Ambas- 
sadors. 
“Ten 
James. 
“There Shall Be No Night,” 
Aldwych. 
“This 
Comedy. 
“While Sun Shines,” Globe. 


Little Niggers,”’ St. 


Time It’s Love,” 


nee. It will be followed March 3) 


| $3.85). 


strong, though somewhat under Ca- 
| here this week, only two shows in 


Up, This Week Seen 
Decision’ Up to $12,000, ‘Hayride’ 
46G, Peepshow’ 66, Follies’ 356 


While there was some wavering in, 
attendance on Thursday (17), last 
week's business on Broadway re- 
mained big on the whole, and a num- | 
ber of increases were registered. 

Current week should see a harvest. 
days probably the | 
best, what with Washington's Birth- 
day yesterday the magnet that drew 
many thousands of recreation seek- 
Saturday (19) saw the | 


jamming, and crowds were heavier 
than before, while Sunday (20) saw | 
almost as many people on Broadway | 
as the day previous. Most attractions | 
switched midweek matinees to ihe 
holiday afternoon, few having addi- 
tional afternoon performances prior 
to Saturday. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“A Connecticuf Yankee,” Beck 
(14th week) (M-1,214; $440). En- 
gagement drawing to close. “Jacob- 
Colonel” being 
booked here March 14: musical did| 
fairly well, around $18,000. 

“Angel Street,” Golden (115th | 
week) (D-789; $3.30). Management | 


figuring on running through with | 


summer; business still sound, with 
takings approaching $10.000. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Hudson | 
(163d week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Sun- | 
day performances, recently started. | 
have upped gross, pace last week } 
being quoted at around $12,500. | 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (12th 
week) (O-1,900; $4.40). Only “Mexi- | 
can Hayride” topping this click, | 
which virtually got $43,000; that’s not 
much under actual capacity in big 
house. 

“Decision,” Belasco (3d week) (D- | 
1,097; $3.30). Improved last week: 
word ef mouth and extra-space ads 
should help; approached $12,000. 

“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst (36th 
week) (M-1,160; $4.40). Slightly bet- 
ter last week, when estimated gross 
topped $21,000; management claimed 
considerably more, 

“Harriet,” Miller (43 week) (D-940: 
Looks like holdover hit will 
play through another season; strong 
matinee draw; quoted over $14,500. 

“Jackpot,” Alvin (5th week) (M- 
1,327; $4.40). Business still fairly 


pacity, with last week’s gross quoted 
over $24,500. 
“Janie,” Mansficld (C-1,001; $2.20). 


Final and 76th week: has been get- 
“The Doughgirls” improved in its} 


ting between $7.000 and $8,000 lately: | 
goes to road; “Thank You, Svoboda” 
follows next week. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (48th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Picked up and 
pace estimated around $14,500; like | 
other hits, will do better this week. 

“Life With Father,” Empire (221st 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Run leader al- 


| ways in the money and last week the 
| pace rated over $14,000: figured for 


'standees all 


| (C-1,001; 


}enough and scored instantly; a 


another ‘summer or longer. 
“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth 
(12th week) (D-1,075; $3.85). Climbed 


last week, when gross approximated 


$19,000: set into spring and looks 
like cinch on road next. season: 
among biggesi straight play grossers. 


“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Garden 
(3d week) (M-1,523: $5.50). Drawing 
performance and tops 
the list, with gross at $46,000. 
“Oklahoma,” St. James (47th week) } 
(M-1,520: $4.40). Demand for tickets 
so strong from out of town that staff 
is unable to catch up with mail | 
orders: $30,600, all house will hold. 
“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street 
(20th week) (M-1,347: $4.40). An-| 
other crack musical that plays to! 
standing room right along; takings 


around $34,500. 


“Over 21,” Music Box (7th week) 
$3.30). Came in quietly 
1other 
$19.200 


show playing to stande¢ 
quoted. 

“Peepshow,” Fulton (3d week) 
(C-948: $3.30). Improved to $6,000; 
big Saturday: whether it will con- 
tinue depends on current week's} 
DOUSINESS. 

“Ramshackle Inn,” Royale (7th| 
week) (CD-996; $3.30). Picked up|} 
| further and was quoted over $13,000; | 
at that pace can play into warm 


| weather. 


“Right Next to Broadway,” Bijou | 


| (C-608; $3.30). Presented and written 


Paley; opened Monday | 
several paid previews; 


by Paul K. 
(21) after 
panned, 
“Stars on Ice,” Center (81st week) 
(repeat date) (R-3,000; $1.65). Talk | 
of a new skating show by the Wirtz- 
Henie combo but business so strong 
current ice revue may last into 
warm weather: over $27.000 claimed. | 
“Take It As It Comes,” 48th Street | 
(C-909: $3.30). Will move or close 
after this week; “Mrs. Kimball Pre- 
sents” slated to follow next week. 
“The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (60th 


week) (C—997: $3.30). Aimed into 
another summer: long-run laugh 


show quoted at $16,600 last week; 
great at this stage of engagement. 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” Moros- 
co (llth week) (CD—995: $3.85). 
Only variance is in the number of 


| tryout at the Plymouth, 


| night and 


; Opens at the Wilbur. 


standees; sock three-person comedy 
gets close to $22,000 weekly. 
“Tomorrow the World,” Barry- 
more (45th week) (D—1.064: $3.30). 
Slightly better here last week. when 
gross bettered $14,500: another show 
which should enter another summer. 
“The Two Mrs. Carrells,” Booth 
(29th week) «R—712: $3.30). Right 
back to capacity and looks set for 


' balance of season: around $14,500. 


“3 Is a Family,” Longacre (41st 
week) ¢C—1,018: $3.30). Laugh 
show has developed into long staver 
and good through season; up last 
week to around $11.500. 

“Wallflower,” Cort (5th week) 
—1.064; $3.30). May have been over- 
estimated, but has been doing fairly 
well; around $12,000 should be much 
better this week. 

“Winged Victory,” 44th Street 
(14th week) «(D—1,409: $4.40). One 
cof season’s smashes: selling out all 
performances, with gross better than 
$37.000; al] it can get. 

“Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial 
week) (R—1,327:; $4.40). Very strong 
for revue approaching vear's run 
mark; quoted around $35,000, virtual 
capacity. 


(47th 


REVIVALS 

“Merry Widow,” Majestic 
week) (O—1,695; $3.30). Holding its 
own, With takings around $23,000, 
— strong for revival making a run 
of it. 

“Othello,” Shubert (17th week} 
(D—1,325; $3.30). One of strongest 
draws of the season, with pace hold- 
ing to $23,500, capacity. 

“The Cherry Orchard,” National 
(3d week) (D—1,154; $3.30). Another 
revival in the winning circle; credit- 
ed with better than $15,000. 

Gilbert and Sullivan, Ambassador 
‘(O—1,105; $3.30). Notices not so 
hot, but business good for this at- 


(29th 


_ traction; quoted around $14,000; quite 


profitable. 


‘SVOBODA’ OK $5,000, 
HUB; ‘ROSALINDA’ 246 


Boston, Feb. 22. 
It’s in the nature of a breather 


and biz is great for one, middling 
for the other. On top again, as it has 
been since it came in, is “Rosalinda,” 
stil] close to a sellout every show. 
The other is “Thank You, Svoboda.” 
which is 
doing fairly well in the face of 
widely differing notices. Meantime, 
“Ballet Revue” closed Saturday 
uspended tempo- 
rarily. Only opening is Salmaggi 
Opera Co., here for a run through 
Sunday, Feb. 27, at the Opera House. 

On Feb. 28 “A Highland Fling” 
Same night 


“Janie” comes into the Colonial. 
“Follow the Girls” set for opening 
at the Shubert on March 7, with 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo at 
Opera House nignt Way 
ahead is “Dream With Music,” an- 
nounced for April 10, the same night 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. returns 
after a season’ layoff 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Ballet Revue,” Opera 
(3.500; $2.75). Dropped to sorry $7.- 
000, second weok, estimated. and 
closed Saturday (19) for 
Salmaggi Opera began 

night (22). 
“Rosalinda,” Shubert (1.500; $3.30; 
$3.85 Sats.). Remained a click on 
fourth frame to clock close to esti- 
mated $24,000. One more week after 
current stanza. 
“Thenk You, Svoboda,” Plymouth 


repairs 


here last 


(1.424; $2.75). Opened Thursday 
(Feb. 17) and estimates about $5,000 
on four performance Okay. Final 


frame current. 
Blondell Something For 
B.0.s, 3156 in Balt 
U.s, in Balto 
Baltimore, Feb. 22. 

“Something for the Boys.” with 
Joan Blondeli replacing Ethel Mer 
man, whacked out a record-making 
week at Ford’s here last weck, 
$31,500 for the five nights and three 
matinees. Local crix went all out in 
praise of Miss Blondel. 

Set for a pre-Broadway trial cur- 
rently is Alonzo Price’s “Mrs. Kime 
ball Presents,” featuring Vicki Cum- 
mings and Arthur Margetson. 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 
23 West 45th Street, New York 
R11 West ith Street, Los Angeles 
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HILDEGARDE’S LATEST RECORDINGS 


EXCLUSIVELY FOR DECCA | 
THEY'RE EITHER TOO YOUNG OR TOO OLD ay Oe 
Backed with i'LL BE SEEING YOU 

And 
LEAVE US FACE IT Backed with 
SUDDENLY IT'S SPRING 
* 


SPECIAL RECORD ALBUMS 


B 
HILDEGARDE 


Noel Coward Album .« “Lady In The Dark" Album 
Rodgers and Hart Album "Let's Face It" Album 
Vernon Duke Album "By Jupiter" Album 
Hildegarde Souvenir Album 


Personal Manager—ANNA SOSENKO 
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